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M: 35-53 : 1896; pre-1941
Chevy Chase Village Hall and Library
5906 Connecticut Avenue (MD 185)
Chevy Chase

The Village Hall is located at the center of the Chevy Chase Village
Survey District (M: 35-13), facing the west side of Connecticut Avenue. The
main block of this horizontal, linear building is a simple hipped roof structure
flanked by secondary hipped roof wings to the north and south. The dominant
architectural style is Craftsman, exhibited in exposed rafter tails, stucco wall
finish, and paired geometric-patterned windows. Colonial Revival influence is
found on the main block ih a keystone arch and corner quoins, and on
secondary blocks with classical door openings flanked by simple pilastérs. The
main block and southern wing originally housed the Village library, while the
north wing, which extended to the west (rear), accommodated the post office

and fire apparatus. By 1941, the post office was expanded in an addition to the

north.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

i
Originally, Chevy Chase Library {approximately
1900) inow Chevy Chase Village Hall) was as a small,

unpretentious, rustic cottage designed to house & library.
It was a one—-story, roughly sgquare structures built of wood

and covered with stucco. Its interior was covered with

plaster and later cherry wood panel.

i
w

Today, the building that once housed the library is
the center Ffocous of Chevy Chase Villages Hall. The
character of the librarv™s interior {although not a library
today! has been retained. The building has sxpanded  on
both =sides of the original structure. The =s=pace ithat
once  held the library is 1500 sguare fest: the entire
building is 5,300 sguare feet.

MNOTE: Flans and elevations of this building belong to
the Chevy Cha=ze Village City Government. Unfortunately,
the plans and elevations arse being photographed in
Annapolis and are not availabe to me. B Sa

I S i

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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€
- : . - : : Bt
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chevy Chase Library is one of torntgomery  County™s
most  important architectural monumsnts. s the area’s
first library, it well represents the ideals of turn-of-
the-century Amasrica and their impact upon the Washington,
D.C. metropolitan area and its developing Maryiand suburb

= of  Chevy Chase. I particular, it is the result of
: educational reform, the library movement and the suburban
movemant .

Beyornd this, Chevy Chaze Library is historically
- significant because of what it became in the life of its
e _ community .. Although designed as an intimate library in
a small residential village located in the countryside of
Marvyland, it evolved into the center of civic life in
Chevy Chase. Today., it is called Chevy Chase Village Hall
beczause it is the community’s town hall, its  seat of local
government. v

o . R .

As a "village hall,” this unpretentious cottage is a
aymbol  of Chevy Chase. Yt , its historic importance
reaches far bevond the confines of its own village. It
repreassnts the gualities and assoociations which
attracted 0 many urban dwellers teo rural Montgomery
Coutny in the Ffirst place. It is an architectural

wpression that embodies the spirit of those who sought
refuge Ffrom the city in the besauty of nature and imnm the
country life style of Montgomery County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) M. 35-53

HIBTORICAL BACKLGROUND AND CONTEXT

The subuwrban movement, & nation-wide phenomens, had

its roots in 19th century Romanticism. The Romantic
Movement fostered & respect for natwrs  ——— for its beauby
antd its ability Lo improve man’™s health and mind. Im 19th
century America, a reverence {for natuwe shaped the

profession of landscape architecturs and gave rise bto bobh
the part and subwhban movements.

During this pesriod, the virtuss of naturs coupled with
the desire to escape the congestion and pollution of  the
city made liwving in the "countery" appealing. The ability
to commute great distances by railroad and @1ectric trolley

made possible  working i the oity and 11 e
Luhdruxn The suburban  movemesnt and o
Frederick Law  OLms 3y e fimgy Amerd
architect and the force behind the park mo
marticularly powerful sffact WP th

e
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Chase, Marvland.

Chevy Chase was foundsd in 1BP0 by Benator Francis B

Mewl ands (184&*1?1?), a4 lawyer who ssrved in th& Lnited
SGtates for 2 = from 1893 to 1517, During
bhe 18830, h@ g2l sted in the ides of buving large
tracks of land in itry ., in northwest  Washington
stretohing oub Ffive or  Six miles into Maryvland along

Commecticut  Avenue extended for the purpose of a  suburb.
Im  18%0, MNewlands was foundsr and president of ths  Chevy
Chase Land Company, which purchased 1712 acres encompassing
Chevy Chase. At this tims, Chevy Chase was beaotiful,

unblemished countryside with & wide variety of trees and
plants.

= opart of &

It was also rich in hl story, having b
land grant of 5340 acres callsd "Cheilw U awardsd to
Colonial  Joseph Belt in 1;41, arnd later ocwned by Fhilip
Barton Eevy, the uncle of Francis Socott Hey, and John W,

Clagogett. During the War of 181Z, important state papers

ware hidden from  the British in the farmhouse built in
1747, In 1814, the property was sold to dbraham Bradley,
Aezsistant Fost Hd=ter Gameral of the United States. The

+armhiouse was renamed the Bradley House.

In Chevy Chase, Mewlands organized and orchestrated
the talents of others to create his ideal  suburb. Wesl 3
B W profeassional architects  lLeon Desser angd Lindley
Johnsorn  were commissioned to design the prototype houses,
what were called "cobttages." f comprehensive  landscape
plar, which encompassed architecture, transportation,




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

ganitation and the treatment of natwe, was an  important
part of Newlands® village community. The general plan and
the lay-out of roads were designed by landscape architect
Mathan F. Barrett of New York, perhaps with the guidance of
Barrett. Samuel M. Gray., & sanitary enginesr, was hired
to develop the water and sewage system, and to provide 20
artesian wells,

s the community began to take shape, & strong sense

of community and civic pride aross, To make the community
ideal, a library was needed. In 1896, MNewlands®  two
yvounger dauvghters and the sldest daughter of  the Birney
family twho became FMrs. Harold Walker) started the Chevy
Chase Library Association, a group which met once a wesek to
plan & library and purchase books., Mot suwprisingly,
Mewl ands® Chevy LChass  Land Company donated  land or

Conmecticut Avenues extended for a librarv.

The Cheyy  Chasse  Library was  probably planned by
Desser or Johnson, the architects then in NMewlands® smplov.
Local  architect &Arthur Heaton also worked on osarly plans
far the library.™ In keeping with ter of  the
villages, Chevy Chase Library was desigrned as 8 small,. one-—
story  unpretentious cottsge with a domesstic flawvor., It
consisted of one gpacious room with a8 central Firsplace,
ﬁYlbD3iC of home. hearth and family. Within this cozy,

wood-pansled library, ons could sit and read for the charge
m% F. 10,

The library quickly becams the center of civic life
and & symbol of the ideals of the community. Its
functions have been varied as it has met the nesds of Chevy
Chase residents. In effect, the library, now called Chevy

Chase Village Hall, has served as the seat of local Chevy
Chase government, &5 a8 town hall of sorts, where public

meetings and political debates are held. Im 1912, it
becams the vobting precinct for Chevy P“ase. Early on,
the library was also used as a place of worship. Looal

Cathaolic and Christian Science congregations met  in the
Vibwrary for worship before the erection of their own churoh
sdifices.

In 1914, Chevy Chase Village became an incorporated

municipality with the powsrs and responsibilities of local
government . Zince then, & Hosrd of Managers, & committes
of  seven, has governad the villages and adopted necessary
ordinances {for the benefit of residents® health arnd
walfars. On April 148, 1914, the Marvland General Assembly
designated Chewvy Chase as & special tax area modelled after
the New England town mesting sysbtam. In 17224, Chsvy Chase
Mired its first village manager or superintendent of public
works. This event made Chevy Chase one of the first

municipalities in the United States to employ & ity

M.35-53
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANIE (COMTINUED)
manager form of government.

Today, the building which once housed the library is
no longsr a library, bul one room in Chevy Chase Village
Hall. The hall now houses the local post office, HE
wall as villags manager™s offics. The section designed as
the original library is now used as a mesting room  for
miwvic ard commani by activities,

governmantal ,
this building were designed

Fortunatsly. all additions to

Tt respect in style and scals of thse original libwrary.
The character of the one-story cottage library determined
the fubtures of what is now Chewy Chass Villags Hall.

COMMENT&RY

The  ownsrs
avs o shown
Tt dis unliksely thsat
ri@ar futurs.
future of this historic

TR AT
wil o e
important

MAJOR REFOSITORIES

The Library of Congress, Washington, D.O.0g
Records, Chevy Chase Villages Hall, Chevy Chasey
Arohives, Chevy Chase Historical Society:
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Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.; MBS'S?)
Chevy Chase Historical Society;-
Chevy Chase Village Hall; '

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
ELIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY /é 0 00 F
building: 5,500 square feet;
historic section: 1library: 1,500 sqaure feet;
NP N -3 : -
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Connecticut Avenue, Kirke Street,
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
§¥] FORM PREPARED BY | ™
NAME / TITLE
KARIN M.E. ALEXIS, PH.D., ART & ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
ORGANIZATION bATE JUNE 1988
STREET & NUMBE N TELEPHON
éLAQ Villanova Drive 2@0-1107
CITY OR TOWN . .. STATE
Vienna, Virginia 22180
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement. '
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438 .
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