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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 
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Built just after the turn of the twentieth century, the Pope House is a late example of the 
Free Classic Queen Anne style and is similar to two other Otterbourne residences, the Earll House 
and Clark House, both dating from the l 890s.1 

Located at the corner of Dalkeith and Thornapple Streets, facing south on Thornapple, the 
2-112 story, 3-bay frame house is clad with wood shingles. The hipped roof with gables is 
covered with asphalt shingles. 

In contrast to the more traditional exuberant Queen Anne style, the Pope House exhibits 
restrained yet elegant stylistic elements, such as the fish-tail shingled pedimented gable and 
keystone oval window at the front elevation of the main block. The house retains its original 2/2 
sash windows and operable shutters. The front door is flanked by identical multi-paned half-size 
fixed windows. The full-width one-story front porch is supported by simple classical columns and 
the railing lacks the delicate spindlework of the traditional Queen Anne styles. 

A rear ell at the west elevation was added before 1927. The house was moved 
approximately 40 feet east of its original location between 1927 and 1958 and the west wing was 
removed.2 A new rear addition and side deck were added after 1958. 

The original setting for the house included Lots 8 and 9 in Block 2, each totaling some 
12,625 square feet. Today the house is situated on part of original 8, totaling 10,520 square feet, 
still substantially larger than most Otterbourne lots. 

1See MHT forms M:35/74 and M:35/75, M-NCPPC. 

2Sanbom map 1927, correction 1958. 
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In March 1902, William H. Pope of Washington DC acquired Lots 8 and 9 from 
Otterbourne investor Eugene Clark. Pope built a house soon after the sale; the property was 
assessed in 1903 with $1,800 in improvements and household furnishings worth $300. An April 
1904 telephone directory described Pope as an Otterbourne resident; his occupation was listed 
variously as lawyer, general practice, and private secretary.3 

An interesting footnote to Otterbourne history is revealed in an equity case involving 
William Pope. In 1908 Pope filed a Bill of Complaint against John Frank Ellis, one of the original 
developers ofOtterbourne and the original owner of Lots 8 and 9, alleging that when Pope 
purchased the two lots from Eugene Clark in 1902 it was with the understanding that Dalkeith 
Street would connect Otterbourne to the Chevy Chase Land Company property to the south 
through Lot 20, Block 1, which would therefore not be a buildable lot. Pope asserted that this 
street connection would enhance the value of Lots 8 and 9. Ellis challenged Pope's complaint and 
the Montgomery County Circuit Court ultimately agreed that no monetary relief was warranted.4 

The connection was never made and Lot 20 was sold for residential development. 

By 1915 Pope had died and his widow, Barbara Pope, continued to live at the house. In 
January 1916, Barbara Pope, residing in Gunston Hall, Virginia, sold the property to Ralph and 
Faith Stoek Daskam of Washington DC. Ralph Daskam, a bookkeeper, and his wife had two 
daughters, ages 4 and 7, at the time the family moved to Otterbourne. 5 

Otterbourne is a subdivision established in the Chevy Chase area by four investors: Robert 
E. Earll, Eugene B. Clark, Raymond Geare, and John Frank Ellis. The men purchased 14.4 acres 
from the Williams family in 1892, two years after the Chevy Chase Land Company purchased land 
to the south and west. For convenience, the plat for Otterboume was filed under Ellis' name. 
The H-shaped plat was made in July 1894, oriented toward Brookville Road, an important early 
transportation route. The investors divided the lots among themselves, each one receiving a 
number equivalent to their respective interest in the original tract ofland. Clark and 

3Deed TD 19:401 (3112/1902); tax assessment records, Annapolis, Maryland; Washington 
and Suburban directories. 

4Equity Case No. 2400, filed August 3, 1908. 

/"'"", 
51910 U. S. Census, 1912 Nelson Directory, 1915 Caldwell Directory, Deed 254:78 

(1112/1916). 
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Earll were the only two of the four to build and reside in Otterbourne.6 

Otterbourne investors clearly saw the advantage of the property's location immediately 
adjacent to the Land Company's development. The name Otterbourne is a reference to the 
medieval Ballad of Chevy Chase, which had been the origin for the name of the Che'Vy Chase 
Land Company's real estate enterprise. It was on the plains of Otterbourne in Scotland that the 
armies of Lord James Douglas and Sir Henry Percy met in their fabled battle. Otterboume 
benefitted from its close proximity to the Rock Creek Railway (1890), which ran along the newly 
established Connecticut Avenue. Early residents had access to the trolley by way of a boardwalk 
from Delaware Street (formerly Dalkeith) to Connecticut Avenue. Otterboume was absorbed 
into Section 5, and by the 1920s the east-west cross streets were extended out to Connecticut 
Avenue and Percy Street was renamed Thornapple Street.7 

6Equity Case #2400, 8-24-1908, describes the history of Otterbourne and its investors. 

7Gwen Wright et al. "Chevy Chase, Maryland, Survey District: Survey Report: Phase 
Two," Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission, June 1997. Otterboume Plat, 
Plat Book 1: Page 1 [Filed July 9, 1894]. William Offutt, History of Bethesda, pp. 173-4. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey NCAf: 35/95 

See attached 

1 O. Geographical Data 

Quadrangle name-------------- Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Clare I jse Cayicchj Historic Preservation Planner 
organization 

Maryland National Capital Park and Plannjng Commission 
date 

1 /98 
street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone 

301-563-3400 
city or town Silver Spring state 

Maryland 20910-3760 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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