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One of the most prominent buildings on the campus of 
what was once Montgomery Hills Junior High School is the 
large Georgian style edifice facing Brookville Read. 
It was once the main building on campus. In general, the 
edifice resembles its original character. However, 

_;.JG this buildinq is ncit in qood physical condition. It is 
in need of restoration. At this time, it has boarded 

•, wir"tdows, a destroyed ft-ont entr-y antl ,_i:s overt-un by 
vegetation <in the front). Fortunately, modern additions 
have not obstructed the front (northwest> and side 

elevations and have only partially obstructed 
view of the rear (southeast) and other side 

This building is a two-story 
structure with attic and bas•mant. 

cl 2ss:-i cal 
!ts ec~t 

Georgi cH1 

symmetry 
is most pronounced from the front Cthe northwest facade 
facing Brookville). This edifice is comprised of a 
tripart composition of three building blocks: two 
identical parallel two-story buildings (roughly 
rectangular~ 11 bays long, designed as cl~ssroom wings> 
flanking a set-back center edifice <10 bays long>. 

01 , - ~l[g9ether, they cr·eate the tradi ti on'51~ .._ a~d ~-¥fiF!Je~hi c H­
pl an. The structure built in red bri~k w1£h flat 
walls, white trim <wood cornice, dormers, window frames, 
etc.), articulated brick qu.oins,'I« 91iazed ocuI'i at the 
attic 1 e~el ,c:if the 9abl e ends~ hi 9h G~(flr9i 2[l style slate 
rc)of, dormer w1 ndows on the cen t.::r b 1 ot i<: ~ and Gean;, i an 
style chimney stacks terminating the two flanking 
b~ildings at each end. The gable ends facing Brookville 
ar~ decorated with brick panels with an animated header 
patterm-0.i:v1'•,;3i· D .•. ;,i; •~ l8i':3ae:~'~··: lO "·,:::::c "'I.iii ,d .. , 

The center~'i:J'(_t(l di ri;:;_i d:~b-sti:~~i:~s t~ the rear with 

one-stor-y entr-y. b_l o-~-~'S. f ac;i r.i·;i_ Bfpokvi l lfi ~-11?~.:ld) : s1_wm0Lmted 
by a cupola, is 0~1ented ~oward the pubi1c view. The 
main entrance facade is a tripart with center entry. The 
entrance itself (which slightly projects) is also a 
tripart composition with thr-ee perfectly symmetric portals 
of light-hued stone <probably limestone) surmounted by a 
dominant stone projecting ledge (separating the three 
doors from three small windows>. Above is a stone panel 
incised with the name of the school. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building, designed ~or Montgomery Hill~ Junior 
High Scheel, is a late example of the Georgian Revival. 

it was designed to complement the existing 
Georgian building, designed by Howard Cutler and completed 
in 193t1 -·~? # 

Hi 11 ·s .Junior 
Together, these two edifices gave ~ontgomery 
High School the character of an academic 

carnpus. achievement was largely due to thF!: 
architectural unity of the Georgian structures. In so 
doing, Montgomery Hills related architecturally, and by 
association, psychologically to other academic institutions 
(national, regional and local>, including Montgomery Blair 
High School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School and the 
campus of the University of Maryland . 

. " T8,i __ s school -~-~, ,al so t,h~ pn:ic:jL\ct. _of .ttv:! p_henomenal 
•;trp~<Jth of the l>Jashi ni:;:;ton, D. C. suburbs in Mc:mtqomer',1 

cdunty( Maryland, during the mid-20th century. The 
dramatic increase in student enrollment necessitated the 
et~'efcted of ne~-.i bui 1 di n•:;,s. 

This Georg~an s~yle edifice represents the 
persistence of the classical tradition during the first 
half of the 20th century, a period when traditionalism and 
modernism came head to head. During the i9~vs, 

architect Howard Cutler defined the academic image 
of Montgomery County's public schools along traditional 
lines. He often relied upon references to 
classical architecture. Cutler was concerned with the 
great traditions and symbolic potential of architecture. 

The 
Bar·oque, 
Enqlish 

Georqian 
a classical 

is the 
17th 

name •;ii ven to 
and 18th century 

Baroque is known for its symmetry, 
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EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL KEl1EKENG.1!:8 
Montgomery County Historical Society; 
Central Reoorda, Montgomery County Public Schools; 
See K. Alexis' manuscript.on tbe architee•ural history 
of Montgomery County Public Sclno.,ls, fiJ-St half of the 
20th century (1988) {Montgomer1 Count7 Hiatorie 
Preservation and Maryland Historic Trust) 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?AAATE SHEET I:e' NECES$AAY 

II'JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

only building 

22,610 f 
I.et- Ac. 

Not Site 

Brookville Road, Woodlin Elementary, Linden Lane, 
Wood Road and Luzerne Road; 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE CCONTINUED> 

academicism~ and for being more restrained than 
continental Baroque styles . A variation of the 
Georgian was transplanted to the English colonies in 
North America, including Virginia and Maryland . Both 
Williamsburg, Virginia , and Annapolis, Maryland . are 
known for their Georgian Colonial architecture. 
Georgian architecture was rejected by Americans after the 
American Revolution because the stye was associated 
with English rule . The revi,ed classicism of the 
American Renaissance during the late 19th and early 
20th century fostered a Georgian Revival . 

During the 1930s , John D. Rockef el 1 er• s 
restoration of Williamsbun;i. '. '1 r1;,11n1a, resulted 1n 
another Georgian Revival. B} this time. the public's 
perception of Georgian architect~re w&s positive. As 
a classical style• the G2orr~i .:i.r·1 represented 
tradition, civility, and stabil:itv . Most importantly. it 
was assoc1ated with the roots of American culture . and 
perceived of as an American stylP. Th~ Georgian was 
self-consciously viewed as a st,!a that lin~ed American 
culture to European civili=at1on . 

The choice of the Georgian s~vle for schools in 
Montgomery County was more logical t~an one might initially 
think . By selecting the Geor~lan, architects made 
reference to Maryland's early histor~ and to early American 
educational traditions . Harvard College , Massachusetts, 
and William & Mary College, Williamsburg~ Virginia, were 
the two oldest colleges in America. Their early 
buildings were rendered in the Geor91an style . 

Montgomery Hills Junior High School expanded to 
include modern structures which did not continue the 
architectural unity of campus . In 1944-5 , Woodlin 
Elementary School~ which re:=ected the academic 
architectural tradition of Montgomery Hills, was built 
across the playing field . 

The decline in the enrollment of students culminated 
in the closing of Montgomery Hills in 1976 . 
Montgomery County has leased the campus to 
Academy of Greater Washington • 

..,.. ..... 

Since then, 
the Hebrew 
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The first building erected for Montgomery Hills 
Junior High School in 1936-7 closely resembles its 
original ch~racter~ · Ho~ever, modern· bJfid{ng campaigns 
have obstructed the view of its front, rear and part of one 
side elevations; renovations ~~ve altered its interior. 

"'., B - . I 

Designed by Howard Wriqht Cutler. the building is a 
two-story classical Georgian structur~ with attic 

~~ (designed to house classrooms> and ~Ufr b'i~fu~nt. It is 
built in red brick with flat walls, white trim (wood 

.':cornice, dormet-s, window frames, etc.), ·ai-ti';:ttTated brick 
quoins, high Georgian style slate roof with dormer 
windows and Georgian style chimney stacks terminating the 
building at each end. It is a roughlj rectangular block, 
12 bays long. Originally, the Georgian style roof had 6 
dormer windows. Today, the dormer windows have been 
altered and enl~rged by connecting dormers to creat9 larger 
grouped window openings. 

Originally, the building's most outstanding feature 
was its main entry (destroyed), once located on the 
gable end facing Linden Lane. The original entry was a 
refined and elegant circular classical portico with 
classical columns, all raised by steps on a platform. A 

-modern corridor addition resulted i~ the dest~uction of 
this beautiful feature. This facade is still striking 
largely due to the existing second sto~y Pallacli~n 
motif with a larger central window flanked by two 
windows and topped with arched fanlight ~~i~dow. 
the Palladian window is a stone panel incised with 
of the school and its construction date. The 

window 
smaller 

Above 
the name 
vertical 

directional force of the articulated skyline created by the 
-do~ble -Georgian cHtm~i9~sf~~~~ div~~ ~hf~ facade a gran~ 
and monumental character. The perfect sy~metrv of this 
Geor•;iian edificeL;is most- prdr1'dLfr~1ced or') thi·:s ~levation .. 
Here, . _ the tradit~,~n".",l ; t~ipa~it\~1 .. 8 ,~, (three-:-p.::1rt) 
compos1t1on orders tHe- i?'1evci"t1on~ fior1zont.:ally 1.three 
divisions expressed by fenestration> and vertically 
<articulated by the center chimney stacks>. 

The horizontal extension of the building belies its 
interior symmetry planned around a central hall 
extending the full length of the building. Originally, 
each floor had four similar classrooms. Fenestration 
helps to externally express classrooms, bathrooms and 
stairhalls. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Montgomery Hills Junior High School (1936) is 
an important architectural landmark in the history of 
Montgomery County and its public schools. This school 
and Park Street Elementary School are the prime examples of 
a two-story Georgian school building-type which helped 
define the academic image sought in Montgomery County 
between the wars. In addition, Montgomery Hills Junior 
High Schools represents the development and maturation of 
the public school system. During this period, junior 
high schools were established as a vital part of the 12 
year graded system. This building has continuously 
served as a school for over half a century. 

-This- school ·-is al so the ·product -of · t'he ·"phenomenal 
growth of the Washington, D.C. suburbs in Montgomery 

-':Cdun:ty,-' Maryland, during the World War II period. In 
particular. there was a Qreat increase in the number of 

1 yd\.frr.£.· sch~ol children in the suffi.Vrlt/s .9fe9a:reYt-· Washin•;iton, 
D.C. Between 1920 and 1940 the number of students 

'"""·tten<?i,ng public school rose from 6,195 .1;ifP 1\11.5,096. 
During the same period, the county's expenditures on 
schools dramatically increased, reaching S2,437,770.83 in 
1945. 1 

The architect was Howard Wright Cutler - 1948) 
who shaped and define the educational architecture in 
Montgomery County during the 1920s and 1930s. Cutler was 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINED) 

not a nationally known architect, but he was a 
professionalr Selecting Howard Cutler as the 
principal designer of Montgomery County public schools 
reveals the county's desire to project an image of 
professionalism and modernity, and to create a new 
.;:i.c.::i.dt~mic image. 

Howard Cutler came to Washington from New York State 
with a professional training. In New York, he worked in 
the architectural offices of J. Foster Warner for one year 
and Gorden & Madden for seven years. Cutler was a member 
of the Central New York Chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects CAIA> before he was elected to the national 
organization of the AIA in 1915. At this time, he had 
been in practice with his own firm, Hutchinson & Cutler, 
f cJr.. five ye~:it-s. 2 

As an architect, Cutler well represented the spirit 
of early 20th century America ----- its preoccupation 
with tradition and the American Renaissance (late 19th 
and early 20th century>, as well as its devotion to new 
and modern approaches. At the same time, Cutler was a 
practical architect who seems to have given thought to 
economical and practical modern design. As Cutler 
brought standards of professionalism and an academic 
vision to his work, he transformed county school 
a.r·ch i t;;:.~ct.ure. 

This Georgian style edifice represents the 
persistence of the classical tradition during the first 
half of the 20th century, a period when traditionalism and 
modernism came head to head. During the 1930s, 
architect Howard Cutler defined the academic image 
of Montgomery County"s public schools along traditional 
lines. He often relied upon references to classical 
architecture. Cutler was concerned with the great 
traditions and symbolic potential of architecture. In 
~934, Sutl~r. used the Georgian sty~e !or .. Bethesda-Chevy 
Lhase High ~cnool and Montgomery Blair High School. 

The Georgian is the name given to the English 
Baroque, a classical 17th and 18th century style. The 
English Baroque is known for its symmetry, dignity and 
academicism, and for being more restrained than 
continental Baroque styles. A variation of the 
Georgian was transplanted to the English colonies in 
North America, including Virginia and Maryland. Both 
Williamsburg, Virginia, and Annapolis, Maryland, are 
known for their Georgian Colonial architecture. 
Georgian architecture was rejected by Americans after the 
American Revolution because the stye was associated 

::. 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE <CONTINUED) 

with English rule. 
American Renaissance 
20th century fostered 

The revived classicism of the 
during the late 19th and early 

a Georgian Revival. 

During the 1930s, John D. Rockefeller's 
restoration of Williamsburg, Virginia, resulted in 
another Georgian Revival. By this time, the public's 
perception of Georgian architecture was positive. As 
a classical style, the Georgian represented 
tradition, civility, and stability. Most importantly, it 
was associated with the roots of American culture, and 
perceived of as an American style. The Georgian was 
self-consciously viewed as a ~tyle that linked American 
culture to European civilization. 

The choice of the Georgian style for schools in 
Montgomery County was more logical than one might initially 
think. By selecting the Georgian, architects made 
reference to Maryland's early history and to early American 
educational traditions. Harvard College, Massachusetts, 
and William & Mary College, Williamsburg, Virginia, were 
the two oldest colleges in America. Their early 
buildings were rendered in the Georgian style. 

Montgomery Hills Junior 
include another Georgian style 

High School expanded to 
edifice and several modern 

style structures. In 1944-5, Woodlin Elementary School 
was built across the playing field. The decline in the 
enrollment of students culminated in the closing of 
Montgomery Hills in 1976. Since then, Montgomery County 
has leased the campus to the Hebrew Academy of Greater 
l.Jas:.hi n•;,1ton. 

NOTES 
1. 

=:::. 

See Append i :-: , E. Guy J e\.'Je 11 , fr: gm Q.!J§ .E'..9.9.[I j;g 
QQ§Q §Q~~~~ 8 ~t2~QCL gf ~QQ~9Qm§C~ ~Q~QtY §~b99l2 
Ecgm !Z~~ tg !~~~, Rockville, Maryland: 
Montgomery County Public Schools, 1976, 320-1. 
Karin M.E. Alexis's manuscript (1988> on the 
architectural history of educational institutions 
in Montgomery County, 1900-1945 <Montgomery County 
Historic Preservation Commission and Maryland 
Historic Trust> includes a summary of Howard 
Cutler's architectural career and his work for 
the Montgomery County Board of Education. 
Some valuable information on Cutler was found 
in the Archives of the American Institute of 
Architects CRG 803 Box 221, Folder 71). 
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Central Records, Montgomery County Public Schools; 
Construction Division, Montgomery County; 
Archives, The American Institute of Architects; 
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