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One a% the most prominent bu11d1nus orn the campus of
what was once Montgomery Hills Junior High School is  the
large Beorgian style edifice Ffacing Brookville Road.
Tt was once the main building on campus. I general, the
edifice resembles its original character. However,
<90 this building is not in good physicdEl condition. It is
in need of restoration. fHt this time, it has boarded
Lo vthows , a destroved Ffront snitry andis overrun by
" owvegetation (in the frontl. Fortunately, modern additions
obstructed ths +fromt {norithwest) arc sicle
glevations and have only partially ohstructed

s mide (northeast) .

e
s g P s e e i e e, 3
rear {(southeast: angd obhs

This buildin Georgl an
structure  with att t osymmetry
is  most pronounced - facade
facing EBrookville? of &
tripart composition of hres  building two
identical parallel two—story il {roughly
rectangular, 11 bavs long, desighsd &8 CHHN WIMGs)
flanking a set-back center edifices WV Tongl .

o(\“,nggethar, they create the tr aditiaﬁﬁLv il a“mmet§ o b
plan. - The structure built  in red bric Twith flat
wallz, white trim {(wood cornice, dormers,  window frames,
2to.d, articulated brick guoins,I” gbszed ofuli &t  the
attic lewel of the gable ends, high Georgian style slate
roof, dmrmer windows on the center blotk, and Georgian
style chimney stacks terminating the two flanmking
&ujldinr* at sach snd. The gable =nds facing Brookville
are decorated itk brick panels with an  animated header
pattermolos A8l Cie B..181286285% = 10 Voot ik D

The fEﬁtEFiﬁulldlig {twb-sthries t% the rear with
one—-story entry alaci facing Brookville Rpad), surmounted
by & cupola, ig orientsd %award the pubi1c view. The
main entrance facade is a8 tripart with center entrv. The
entrance itself {which slightly projecis) is also &

tripart composition with three perfectly symmetric portals
of light-hused stone iprobably limestons) surnounted by a
dominant stone projecting ledgs {separating the three
doors from bhree small windowsi. Ahove iz & stone panel
ingised with the nams of ths school.
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This Georgitan stvle - edifice represents the
persistence of the classical hradition during thes first
hal$ of the Z0th cesntury, a period when traditionalism and

modernism
architect

of Montgomery County®s public schools  al

lines.
classical

came head to head. Durinm thea 193%0s,
Howard Cutler defined the cademnic LnagE
iy braditional

He often relisd upon rpfermncmm to
architecturs. Cutler was concerned with the
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great traditions and symbolic potentisl of architecture.

The
Barogue,
English

Georgl an is ths nams given toy ths English
a classical 17th  and 1Bth centuwry style. The
Baroguse 1s known for its  symmelry, dignity and

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




KB MAJjOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES M 36-20

Montgomery County Historical Society;

Central Records, Montgomery County Public Schcols;

See K. Alexis' manuscript on the architectural history

of Montgomery County Public Schools, first half of the

20th century (1988) (Montgomery County Historic

Preservation and Maryland Historie Trust) :
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

academicism, and for being more restrained than
continental Barogue styles. A variation of the
Georgian was transplanted to the English colonies in
Narth America, including Virginia and Maryland. Both

Williamsburg, Virginia, and Annapolis, Maryland, ares
known far their Georgian Caolaonial architecture.
Georgian architecture was rejected by Americans after the
American Revolution because the stye was associated
with English rule. The revived classicism of the

Amsrican Renaissance during the late 1%th and early
20th century fostered a Georgian Revival.

During the 1930s, Jahn D. Rockefeller’s
restoration of Williamsburg, Virginia, resulted in
another Georgian Revival. By this time, the public’s
perception of Georgian architecture was positive. As
a classical style, the G=argian represented
tradition, civility, and stabilitv. Most importantly. it
was assoclated with the roots of American culture, and
perceived of as an American style. The Georgian WAaS
self-consciously viewed as a style that linked American

culture to European civilization.

The choice of the Georgian stvle for schools in
Montgomery County was more logical than one might initially
think. By selecting the Georgian, architects made
reference to Maryland’s early history and to early American
educational traditions. Harvard College., Massachusetts,
and William % Mary Collece, Williamsburg, WVirginia, were
the two oldest colleges 1in America. Their early
buildings were rendered in the Georagian style.

Montgomery Hills Junior High School expanded to
include modern structures which did net continue the
architectural unity of campus. In 1944-5, Woodlin
Elementary School . which resocected the academic
architectural tradition of Montaomery Hills, was built
across the playing field.

The declinme in the enrollment of students culminated
in the closing of Montgomery Hills in 1976. Since then,
Montgomery County has leased the campus to the Hebrew
Academy of Greater Washington.

A
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Looned noknowolons 2lil (UsmOnRino.

The first building erected for Montgomery Hills

Junior High School in  19346-7 closely resembles  its
original character:  -However, modern bdilding campaigns
have obstructed the view of its front., rear and part of one
side elsvations; renovations have altered its interior.

-

Designed by Howard Wright Cublesr, the building is a

two-story classical Georgian structure  with attic

YO (designed to house classrooms)  and full basemént. it is
built in red brick with flat walls, white, K trim f{woocd
eornice, dormers, window frames, etc.), :drﬁlculated brick
guoins, Migh Georgian style slate roof  with dormar
windows and Georgian style chzmne stacks barminating  thes
building at =sach end. It i= & rﬁughlg rectangular blook,

12 bavs long. Originally, thse bDeorgian sbtyle roofd haed &
dormer windows. Today. the dormsr windows  have besen

altered and enlarged by connecting dormsrs Lo orests argee
grouped window openings.

Originally, the building’®s most ovtstanding feature
Was its main entry (destroved), once located on  the
gable end facing Linden Lane. The original entry was &
refinad and =legant circular classical portico with
classical columns, all raised by steps on a platform. [}
“modern corridor addition resulted in the destruction of
this beautiful Ffeature. This facade is wtill striking
largely dus to the existing second story Palladian window
motif with a larger central window flanked by two smaller

windows and topped with arched fanlight Swindow. bove
the Falladian window is a stone panel incised with the name
of the school and its construction date. The vertical

directional force of the mr;xcu twd Lyl;ﬁﬁ oreated by the
-double -Georgian cHimndy’sfacks gives thig facade a grand
and monumental character. The perfect symmetry of this
Georgian edifice IVis most ﬁr&ﬂﬁunreﬁ @i this elevation.
Here, the traditional trlgarﬁitenj‘ {three-part)
composition orders © é““@;EV“tlon‘“hmrl zantally {thres
divisions wpressed by fenestration? and wvertically
{articulated by the center chimney stacks).

The horizontal extension of the kullding belies its

interior svmmatry plannsd arownd a central hall

- extending the full length of the building. Originally,
S sach Floor had four similar classroomns. Fensstration
' helps to externally supress ClRAESCrOOMS, bathrooms and

stairhalls.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIiGNIFICANCE
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Montgomery Hills Junior Hioh Schpo? {12326} is
=] o
arn  important architectural landmark in  the history of

i
Montgomery County and its public schools. This schonl
and Fark Btrest Elemsntary School are the prime examples of
a two-story Georgian school building—-tvpe which helped
define the academic image sought in Montgomery County
betwesn the wars. In addition, Nontgamery Hills Junior
High Schools represents the development and maturation of
the public school system. During this period, junior
high schools were established as a vital part of the 12
vear graded system. This building has Ccontinuously
sarved as a school for over half a century.

-This school -“is also the product —of * the “phenomenal
growth of the Washington, D.C. suburbs in Montgomery
- Courvty,” Maryland, during the World War T1 period. In
particular, there was a great increase in the number of
yourmd ¢ school children in the subilrbs SY@arddt - Washington,
D.C. Betwsen 1920 and 1940 the number of students
L Aattending public school rose from 6,195 o o 1y1S, 096,
During the same period, the county’s expenditures on
schools dramatically increased, reaching $LL,4T7, 770,83 in
1245, %

The architect was Howard Wright Cutler (¢ - 1248)

who shaped and define the educational architecture in
Montgomery County during the 1920s and 1930s. Cutler was

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - (CONTIMED)

rict & rationally known architect, but he wWas ]
prmfeaﬁianal, Smlechting Howard Cutler AL the
principal  designer of Montgomery County public schools
reveal s the county’s desire to project an  image of
professiornalism and modernity. and to create A new

academic image.

Howard Cutler came bto Washington from NMew York States

with a professional training. In New York, he worked in
the architectural offices of J. Foster Warner for ong year
and bordorn & Madden for seven years. Cutler was a member

wt  the Central New York Chapter of the aAmerican  Institute
of fArchitects (AIA) hefore he was elscted to the national
organization of the &IA in 1715, At this time, he had
been in gractice with his own firm, Hutchinson & Cutler,

foar five vesrs., ™

fEoan architect, Dubtler well reprs the spirit
of marly 200k ﬂ@nérwy ST Tl Gl ] —————— ] precsooupation
with fradition and ths Anerican FRenasissance {late 1%th
and  marly Z0th cenburyl, as wWell as ohion to o new
ard modern At bthe same ftime, Dublesr was &
practical ars Eoowhio seems bo have  given thowght to
economical mmd prmﬁtica} modern design. A Cutler
brought standards of professionslism and arn  academic
il o T his  work, e bransformed  ocounty srhool

chalr e,

This Georogl &n mhyl e sdifice represents the
persistence of the classicel tradition during the first
hal+ of the 20th century, & period when traditionalism and
modernism  came  head o head. During the 19305,
architect Howard Cutler defined the academic i mages
of Montgomsry County™s public schools along  traditional
lines. e often relied upon  references to classicsal
architechurs, Cutler was concarned with  bhe grrsat
traditions sand  symbolic potentiszsl of architecture. in

19734, Cutler wussd the Georgian stvle for Egthn~da~ﬁhevy
Chase High School and Montgomery Blair High School

The DbDsorgian iwm  thse name given to  the English
Barogus, & olassical 178 and  18th century styvle. The
Ernglish Raroguse is known for its  symmeiry, dignity and

academicl am, ard for being more restrained than
continental Barogue shvies. & variation of the
Gecr gl an WAS transplanted to the English colonies in
Morth America, including Yirginia and Marvyland. Eoth

Wil liamshurog, Virginia, angd Annapolis, HMarvland, are
| uTnaliyl o their Georgian Colonial architecturea.
Gecrgian  architsciuwre was rejected by Americans after the
Amsriloan Revolution hecause the stye was associated
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - (CONTIMUED)
with Ernglish  rule. The revived colassicism of the
American Renal ssance during  the late 1%th and  early

20th centwry  fostered a Georgian Revival.

During the s, John D. Fockefel ler™ s
restoration  of Williamsburg, Virginia, resulted  in
another LGeorglian Reviwval., By this  bime, the publics
perception  of Georgian architecturs was positive. (=3
& classical shyle, the Georglan represented
tradition, ocivility, and stabilitby. FMost importantly, it
was  associated with the roobts of American cultwrs, and
parceived of as an American style. The Georolan WES
galf-consciously viewsd as a style that linked American

culture to Euwropean civilization.

The of the Gemorgian stvls for schonls in
Mot gomery was mors logiocal than one might initially
thini, By = GEo arochitech made
reterence o M arnd’ s s Ly Mis too@arly Amsrioan
sducational traj tld},. Harwvard NE: chussths,

and William % Mary Dollege, Williamsbhurg, Mirginia. WIER T &
the two oldest ool lsges  in ﬁmerﬁ.d Their a1y

budldings were rendered in the Georglan styls.

ontgomery  Hills Junior  High School expanded Lo
include another Georgian style sdifice and several  modern

shyle shruchurss. Im 1944-5, Woodlin Elemsntary Sohool
was built across the playing field. The decline in  the
anrol lment of  students  cwlminated in the closing of
Montgomery Hills in L1974, Sirnce then, Montgomery County

has leased the campus to the Hebrew Academy of Greater
Washington.

NOTES

i See Appendix, E. Guy Jewell, From Ong Foom to
Open Space: A History of Montoomery County Schools
From 1732 Lo 1985, Fockville, Marviand:

Montoomery County FPublic Schools, 1976, F20-1.

. Barin M.E. Alexis’s manusoript (1788 on the
architectural history of esducsational institutions
in Montgomery County, 19001245 {(Montgomery County
Hiztoric Freservation Commission and Marviand
Historic Trust? includes =z summsry of  Howard

Cutler’s architectural caresr  and his  work for
the Montgomesry County Hoard of EBEducation.

Soms  valuable information on Cutler was found
i the Arcohives of the American Institute of
Architects (Ri5 2 oBow 221, Folder 713,
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Central Records, Montgomery County Fublic Schoolsg
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