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focus of Woodlin Elementary School is the center 
the original edifice of the school (1945>. The 

of this small, one-st.or~· el~m~n{ary school 
its 1940s character. The interior has been 
and no longer approxima~es Frank Proctor's 

This structure has traditional features which give 
the building a Georgian style. However, it is also an 
extremely simplified building with a modern appearance. 
Woodlin is built of red brick with flat walls, simple 
stone courses and cornica (not traditional in fcrml, 
articulated brick quoins, and motifs resembling Georgian 
chimney stacks terminating each and of the center section. 
The school's perfect symmetry is most pronounced from 
the front (facing Luzerne Avenue). This edifice is 
comprised of • tripart composition. Two identical 
parallel wings <roughly rectangular and designed for 
classrooms> flank a set-back center block. Together, 
they create the traditional and symmetric H-plan. 

The center rece~sed block, sur~bb~£~d by ~ ~upola, 
is oriented toward the public view. The main entrance 
facade is a tripart with center: entrance porch. The 
classical porch with white polychromed wood unfluted 
columns in the simp~e Doric Order <yet witb~bath base and 
capital) is raised on a three stepped platform. A window 
above the door provides light to the interior entry hall. 
The pediment of the porch has a half circle window. 
Today·;~__,f.tle roof ts t-ed·u· .: ... ::·~ 

Fortunately~. ~od~~ci a~dttibns•~ave bien build to the 
sides (and not the front> of this edifice. The building 
now has a low-riding, lateral, yet.still roughly symmetric 
disposition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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Woodlin Elementary School is a late example of the 
Georgian Revival. Significantly, it was designed by 
Frank Proctor to complement the existing Georgian campus of 
Montgomery Hills Junior Hi School, located across the 
playing field from Woodlin. In contrast to Montgomery 
Ct::n.tn t y' s 
buildin•:;i 
Geot-qi .an 
Geori;iian 

Georgian Revival schools of the 1930s, this 
represents the transition from the classical 
to the modern. This is because it has both 

and modern stylistic features. 

This school is also the product cf the phenomenal 
growth of the Washington~ D.C. suburbs in Montgomery 
County, Maryland, during the mid-20th century. The 
drama~ic- increase in stu~ent enrollment•-necessitated the 
e'ec~ed.of new buildings. 

This Georgian style edifice represents the 
per~rstence of the classical tradition during the first 
half of the 20th century, a period when traditionalism and 
modernism came rhead to head. DurinQ -the 1930s, 
architect Howard Cutler defined the academic image 
of Montgomery County's public schools along traditional 
lines. He often relied upon references to 
classical architecture. Cutler was concerned with the 
great traditions and symbolic potential of architecture. 

The Geor9ian is the name given to tl"H:? English 
Baroque, a classical 17th and :I.8th century style. The 
Eni;J.ish Baroque is knov-Jn for its symmetry, diqnity and 

academicism, and for being more restrained than 
continental Baroque styles. A variation of the 
Georgian was transplanted to the English colonies in 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) 

North America, including Virginia and Maryland. Both 
Williamsburg, Virginia, and Annapolis, Maryland, are 
known for their Georgian Colonial architecture. 
Georgian architecture was rejected by Americans after the 
American Revolution because the stye was associated 
with English rule. The revived classicism of the 
American Renaissance during the late 19th and early 
20th century fostered a Georgian Revival. 

During the 1930s, John D. Rockefeller's 
restoration of Williamsburg, Virginia, resulted in 
another Georgian Revival. By this time, the public's 
perception of Georgian architecture was positive. As 
a classical style, the Georgian represented 
tradition, civility, and stability. Most importantly, it 
was associated with the roots of American culture~ and 
perceived of as an American style. 

viewed as a style that 
culture to European civilization. 

ThE~ choice D-f the Georgian style for 
Montgomery County was more logical than one might ir1itially 
think. By selecting the Georgian, architects made 
reference to Maryland's early history and to early American 
educational traditions. 
and William & Mary College, 

H,::1rv·.::: •. r-d CoJ. l E'~•;e, 
~LJ i l 1 i c.~.m·::;b w-q, 

the two 01aes~ colleges 

r·11a.s.s .. :=t.cht.l:::.et t :;:. ~ 

Virginie.<., wer€'~ 

Thf?.i.1·-· E;i::\l'"l y 
buildings were rendered in the Georgian style. 

Cupola, the small dome-like structure Dn the 
polygonal bases centrally placed atop the edifice, were 
traditionally associated with civic architecture. The 
inclusion of cupola on the school, was a way to stress the 
c1v1c nature of the respective buildings. 

All of this endows Woodlin with the character of a 
civic institution. Yet, at the same time, Proctor's use 
of a domestic scale makes this school more house-like, 
thereby recalling the school house tradition of early 20th 
century Montgomery County. In addition, Proctor was 
probably influenced by Howard Wright Cutler's design for 
Westbrook Elementary School (1939> in Bethesda. Cutler's 
school was inspired by Georgian domestic architecture. 

Interestingly, it is only the center section of this 
building that is Georgian. In particular, the cupola 
and porch give this building its Georgian character. 
The wings are modern and have no traditional elements. 
This reveals one architect's attempt to make reference to 
the academic traditions which had dominated Montgomery 
County's public schools, yet also create a modernist 
t:Jui J.clin·~· 
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