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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Silver Spring Historic District is a seven block area along
Georgia Avenue, stretching from the north side of Colesville Road
to the South side of Silver Spring Avenue, containing commercial
buildings constructed from 1910 to 1946, At the southern end of
the district are small commercial structures dating back to the
1910s; in the middle are larger masonry buildings from the 1920s
and 1930s; and at the northern end are large shopping complexes
and department stores from the 1940s. The change in designs from
one end of the district to the other graphically demonstrates

the evolution of Silver Spring from a dusty crossroads to the
"downtown 'of Montgomery County." :

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Before the turn of the century the area that is now Silver Spring was
primarily large estates and open farmland. A small crossroads settlement
called "Sligo" stood near what is now the intersection of Georgia Avenue
(the old Washington and Brookeville Turnpike) and Colesville Road (the
old Ashton-Colesville-Sligo Turnpike)., However, by the early 1900s, the
growth of new suburbs in t?e area began to transform the rural character
of the crossroads village.

An early and prime catalyst for suburban growth was the Metropolitan
Branch of the B § O Railroad, completed in 1873. By the end of the

19th century a station, named after the nearby Blair estate, ''Silver
Spring,'" had been established where the tracks crossed Georgia Avenue,
~"™n important route for farmers hauling goods to District markets. This,
sombined with a street car line which travelled up the middle of the
pike from Washington to the communities beyond Silver Spring, made the
area a prime business location. :

In 1910, the Silver:Spring Bank opened up_near the tracks, providing

a steady stream of customers in the area,? Several other stores and houses,
including a brick armory, were built close-by. By 1915, Silver Spring =
was a bust%ing little community catering to passing farmers and local
residents.

From 1910 on, most new construction in the commercial area was built on
the east side of Georgia Avenue, stretching northward from the tracks,
This trend continued up through the late 1940s. Since few buildings
have been torn down since, it is possible to travel north on Georgia
Avenue from the tracks and observe the evolution of commercial arch-
itecture from the simple styles of 1910 to Art Deco designs of the
1940s, and observe the changes in character which the town of Silver
Spring has undergone.

The greatest changes in the commercial district took place in the 1920s.

With the trend of moving to the suburbz gathering force, much of the farm-
land adjoining the area was developed. Water, sewage, and electricity

were added. The main roads were paved, and an underpass for Georgia Avenue
was built beneath the railroad tracks. T

//’\
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Attachment A h4215657

Significance, Con't.

The underpass forced a reorientation of the business district. The
original district was oriented around buildings located next to the
tracks. However, the undernass now cut off those structures from the

main flow of traffic, and several were forced to move. The bank opened

a new building further north on Georgia Avenue, at the corner of Bonifant
Street, The relocation of the bank, and the construction:of several other
new buildings including a movie theater and a car dea%ership, were the
catalyst for new building on that side of the street.

Throughout the 1930s new stores were built along Georgia Avenue. Some
of these were constructed on the site of former residgnces, while
others filled in the empty gaps between older stores. The need for
commercial establishments increased as the surrounding suburbs expanded.
By the end of the 1930s, the construction of a number of large

garden apartment complexes, including the sprawling Falkland Apartments
alongside the new road link to southwestern Montgomery County,

East-West Highway, dramatically increased the potential patrons

of Silver Spring business establishments.

Silver Spring's ascent from a local shopping strip to a major
commercial center took place in the 1940s. By 'now developers
recognized the area's potential., Besides being located in the

heart of suburban Montgomery County and on major roads, Silver

Spring was also a busy railroad center. It was estimated that in 1946
as many people got off trains in Silver Spring as in the over-

crowded Union Station in downtown Washington.

Sam Eig, a D. C. grocer turned developer, bought the Apple Orchard
Beer Garden at the corner of Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road

and built one of the first shopping centers in the area.® The
curving streamlined building and the adjacent art deco Silver Theater
were strong departures from the earlier conservative architectural
designs in Silver Spring.

The shopping center was the first commercial development on Colesville
Road, and set off a building boom on the block between Georgia Avenue
and Fenton Street. Unlike the older stores, these new buildings

were big and flashy. The clean new designs and the neon signs
advertising fancy stores brought people from all over the county

and northwest Washington to shop in Silver Spring..

The largest store in Silver Spring, the Hecht Company, was built
in 1946 with a monolithic facade, popular at the time. The area
was soon dubbed '"the downtown of Montgomery County."




Attachment B
Significance, Con't,

While throughout the 1950s and 1960s highrise buildings changed the
character of Silver Spring, few new commercial establishments were
added. By the 1970s the area's appeal had dimmed. Newer and

more opulent suburban shopping malls siphoned off customers. Many
of the original stores were replaced by lesser businesses. Richer
residents moved away to other suburban developments. A sewer
moratorium prevented new construction. The opening of the Metro
Subway Station in 1976 helved raise property values, but it is still
uncerta}B whether or not Silver Spring will regain its previous
luster.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE yiscx ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE-

There are a number of old structures here that formed the
core of Silver Spring in the early 1900's. All of the (west)
facades have been altered, but the basic lines of the structures
are visible to the sides and rear. All of the buildings face
west on Georgia Ave, To the north of Silver Spring Ave. are.
several one-story, store fronts-some of them frame. A square,
Colonial Revival dwelling (now the Axt Shop) has a stone facade
and display window. South of this, on the NE corner, is a flat-
roofed, frame structure (now Bell's Flowers and covered with
stucco) with a three-bay facade. On the SE corner is the
Silver Spring Volunteer Fire Dep't-a large, brick building, v
with a gabled facade and three garage doors. South of this are
several smaller buildings, with remodeled exteriors of cinder-

block, stone, etc.

w
3

£
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STATEMENT.QF SIGNIFICANCE

.

In contrast to the major commercial center it is today,
Silver Spring was a sleepy, rural community until early in
this century. In fact, the older part of the village was
actually at Sligo-now the intersection of Ga. Ave. & Colesville
Rd.

The present Fire Dep't. building is actually the structure
that housed the old Silver Spring Armory. The stucco building
on the NE corner (now Bell's Florist) was once a country grocery
store. Most of the 6ld landmarks of Silver Spring-the Blair
and Lee houses, the 1878 RR Station, etc., have been destroyed,
and the only residue of the early commercial center exists beneath
these present buildings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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dl anybody By David Brinkley Charleston has p'rf)ﬁrcd epormou;ly—and not just in
ng for the —— X money—by preserving theirs. Until recently, we have
it-then the ; done very little. Now it is started. There is a tremen-
rended. . dous amount to be done, and I hope it will be done,
best thing to be there, and when you leave YOU havc the feeling because we have an asset that most towns in America
te Wilming-  you have been somewhere. would be delighted to have. We have many old houses,
long nap— I doubrt any of us has ever had the feeling in a town some restored, some waiting to be. We have the basic
re building, that is primarily a collection of gas stations, Holiday materials that other cities don't. You can't pmerve a
d waited for  Inns, McDonalds, a few ordinary and uninteresting historic house if it is not there. e
residential areas, and a lot of highway signs telling you The simple fact is that the big cities of America are
which way out of town, becoming more and more uncomfortable, unplca;mr
Our town has a great deal more than that, and could even dangerous, and ugly. Just plain ugly. Beauty is an
mefit. If you  have still more. It's an old town. By American stan- increasingly scarce commodity. As it ] scam
wheq we wer dumﬂd“};mmng_mxhqwu,tbc\ocmd-—-u—bccm -more-and=morssought-after,-more-and __
¥ better ‘off. - the bays and sounds, is exceptional. - _ i+ more in demand, and at %;“5—13“ md,hnghgx.prm-ﬁ“""‘
18, tangles of £ L town like Wilmington that possesses this kmd of =
h to:af taxes Atmosphere and Beauty : ; beauty—actual mdiounml—u in a remarkabl '
dation needs When I travel around and people ask where 1 came position to take advantage of it, develop it an en]oy
n. from and I tell them Wilmington, North Carolina, they - it. And profit from it, though I don't want to-put- all
tars, have we  often say, "Oh, yes, that's up the coast, dorth of  the stress on the economic benefits, unpomn?'u they
unst rampant  Charleston.” To which I answer, "No Charleston is are. o L il
can cities and  down the coast, south of Wilmington."" But, neverthe- Even beyond the money, thcre is the sheer plcasu:c
It does bring less, Charleston is a good deal more famous than we of living and working and raising children and dogs in
_ okatthe  are because it has done a great deal to preserve its a town that is pretty, a town that feels as if it means
L ‘takes it atmosphere and beauty. The Battery in Charleston is something, that has some atmosphere, rather than one
0 Dring more  quite beautiful, and the uglier our big cities become, more collection of pizza parlors and neon lights.
) officials of a the more attractive an area like that becomes, and the Here we have a choice, and the time to exercise it.
ly in the last  more attractive to visitors. (From a strictly economic We slept through the uglification of America and did
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Facing the
Future

standpoint, the great virtue of tourists is that you don't
have to build schools for them. They come to town,
spend their money, and leave. They do not require the
huge investment in public services as if they came
and stayed.)
T'm on the Board of Trustees at Colonial Williams-
-burg, which is really only a big restoration project, and
our annual stream of visitors is in the millions,
rising all the time. We often have more crowds
we can handle.
It may be a startling fact, but true, r.hat W:Immgto
has a greater number of interesting houses than

House where British General Cornwallis stayed In Wilmin,
ton when he vislted In 1781, It is now a museum and hea
quarters of the state Society of Colonial Dames.

Dll.[g IS WIIK $IUMLIU LG d0dvnsd sesone sacmos

"and where possible, go into them. Wilmington doésn't

have a Governor’s Palace nor a House of Burgesses, -
and Patrick Henry did not make his speeches here, but
we do nevertheless have a great deal of interesting
architecture, more than any but a few American cities.

Profiting from the Past

not suffer the mutilation that has occurred in so many
other cities. Or not as

Uncontrolled Growth .

#” There's a suburb of Washington named Silver
Spring, Md., and it is perfectly hideous—rampant,
unplanned, uncontrolled, postwar growth. It’s horrible.
There'’s a Chevrolet dealer’s building on one of its
main comers, called Loving Chevrolet. They have 1
commercial on the radio with a little jingle that goes:

'I‘he prettiest thing in Silver Spring is l.ovmg Chevro-

" The sad part is, it’s true.
In most controversies about publi icies, usually
oney, it is usually a question
of doing this or that, one policy or another policy. In
this kind of situation, no such choice is necessary. We
can do both. We can preserve and protect our beautiful
historic buildings and we can build new ones elsewhere
in town—and without any conflict between the two.
You do not have to give up one to have the other.

In fact, they complement each other. If people come
to town to visit, they will also want a new hotel or-
motel to stay in, new stores to shop in. So there’s
something in it for everybody. And I can tell you from
my own personal experience, it pays off in every way.
I hope that here in Wilmington we continue to go
ahead with it, We'll be crazy if we don't.

M:36-7
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Silver Spring Of Yesterday
Is Recalled By John Hunter

A ‘Dull Place’
25 Years Ago

{John H. Hunter, a vice-
president and director of
the Suburban Trust Com-
pany, is one local resident
who has watched Silver
Spring grow from what he
called “the most lonesome
spol”  between Glenmont
and the city of Washington
to become the place of
rwarming activity it is to-
day. He came to Bilver
Spring in 1913, and with his
brother, Thomas, operated
Hunter Brothers, a farm-
er's supply _store, tmtil
1915, The busipess con-
tinues ax the present Ma-
lones’s, Ine., in the same
lorntion on Georgin ‘Ave-
nue next fo the B. & 0.
Kailroad yards. The follow-
ing article by Mr. Hunter
gives a pictare of Silver
Spring as it was approxi-
mately 25 vears'ago.)

By John Humter *

-

At thé appromch  of.  the
twenty-fifth anniversary of The
Maryland News ] have béen
thinking of the present amount
of business in Silver Spring to-
day as compared with the ac-
fivity here 25 years ago.

At that time, if 1 remember

correctly, Silver Spring still
A special’

had its streetears,
place was left under the first
B & O underpazs for the cars
to run through, but 1 don't
think they ever used it, because
after the underpass was com-
p ‘e streetoars. were dis-
rn( r buses, .
It wasn't very long before
#“yomnilainta about the

Thémpson, and quite a way
back was her residence;, which
now houses. the Holy Name
Academy.

A little further up the road
on the east side of Georgia
Avenue was a home at that
time occupied by a Mr. Young,
who ran a tavern on the south-
east corner of what is now
Colesville Road and Georgia
Avenue, On the northeast cor-
ner (Hahn Shoe Store) was
the Woodside Methodist Church,
a frame bullding. As Silver
Spring grew, it was moved up
Georgia Avenue in the middle
of the ojd Pike M to its
present louﬂaq

Next to the echurch was Mr.
Richard - James’ home, which.
octupied quite ‘a4 few acres of
ground Above the District Line.
On the east side was Mr: and |
Mrs. Jammin's héme, now Jesup |
Blair Park. was given to
the county by Mrs, Jannin. - |

Then “theré was Boyle's
Florist place, about where thc

- " ' b T

m oF AN EIM-A 175-year-old pin oak tree,

next building establishment be-,
"U* that was the Silver Spring
#Bullding and Sopply: By it
Spring Garage,
j Allen Newman-
i snd Duid llun.”lnta' run by
 Meaben Sclar. -

. Standing 6n,the present site
of Maloney's next to the B& O
wad the new Hunger Brothers
#slore in n building censtructed
in 1925. . Prior to that time the
business had been operating in
| an pld frame building that had
‘n eanweniences, with a well of
| good water & =~ corner of the
| building L

Misn Sha

Tha woet afl

mistreas

was whare |
L N—

landmark which fronted the old Hunter
Brea. Hardware store, was cul down in June 1948 to make way for the moderp Maloney's,
- Ime. u're front.
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Sbronght the

% PRl e vALy  Terevh Y
namerous complaints about the
varrow  umderpass  eventaally
wonderful one we
now have, ' -

I remember that the Silver |.

Spring  National Bank was
where The Maryland. News is
at present. Wilkina and Jor-
don Flour and Grist Mill was
located on the east side of
Georgia Avenue at Slipo Ave-
nue, and their office and other
warchousen weres on the west
eide of Georgia Avenue, where
the B & O yards are now.

Few Stores on Georgin |

There were a few stores on
each side of Georgia Avenue.
Dr. Fry, the veterinarian, had
his office and house there, and
H., R. Gannon bad mewed into
his new place on the east side
of the avenue. He had pre-
viously occupied one portion of
Hunter Brothers' old frame
storehouse,

Dr. Edwin Dudley ran a drug
store in CGannon's then new
building. Mr. and Mrs, Wood-
son were Ford derlers next
door, south of the present fire
department.

The fire department at that
timie consisted of only a couple
picces of apparatus, and 1 think
one vehicle was on solid tires.
Today's modern department is
& sharp contrast.

tim the noitheast eorner of
Silver Spring and Georgia Ave-
nues was n procery slore occu-
pird by W, A, Kingsbury,
which later became the Sani-
*ary Grovery Co. store.

Hugh F. O'Donnell then lived
in a stucco house which today
is occupied by Forsyth's drug
store,

If wv memory smerves me
vight, the wo ot building up the
bondd wne 8 soouse which was
avenid « Masonic Temple
fon the 3o It stood about
e the Liand Leader is Jo-
vatell tialny

i v oresldences were
diam TF impson and

Thomas Hunter,
. i Averne  between
1 o and Bomfant

“\ B e —

Lnre

I':rnp ‘

Institute ' Cleaning “and Dfe-
ing building is located today.
Blacksmith Shop
Coming down Georgin Ave-
nue townrd the District Line
on the west side above Coles-
ville Pike was Judge Sawyer's
place and Mr. Fiddler's Black-
smith Shop near Colesville
Road. .
The next residence, where the
present post office stands, was

the palatinl Major Gist Blair

hgme, withsabout 20 rooms, It
was Iater occupied by Capt
Frank L. Hewitt,

The Suburban National Bank,
now Bubarban Trast Co, had
been located on the pouthwest
corner for two years, and the

L]
—Don
JOHN H. nuﬁs 1

. Miss Shaw Postmistreas
The post office - was where
L’olie: Barber Shop is now,
fwith Miss Brrtlm Shaw as post-
mistress.
Over the hill back of the

the home of Sepator Blair Lee,
which had been in the Lee fam-
ily. for many years. Senator
‘Lee wna the father of Col. E.
Brooke Lee and Blair Lee II,
Across the B & O Railroad
tracks was - the large mansion
of Mr. Montgomery Blair.

B & O traina going west did
not ‘stop at that time in Sibver
Spring—only the locals, and
there wers not many houses in
Silver Spring at that time. In

{ fact, Sligo was the larger com-

munity.

In tha past 25 years I have
seen many changes in this won-
derful new city. My brothers
and I were raised on a farm

near Glenmont, and while car-

Ameriean Instrument Co. was .|
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or sale at the old Hunter
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _

November 20, 1989
See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN . ;
M 36~7 |
Mr. John Menke, Director . R ;
Department of Environmental Protection |
Executive Office Building ‘

101 Monroe Street
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Mr. Menke:

On November 16, 1989, the Montgomery County Planning Board
held a public hearing, as required under Section 24A-10 of the
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance--Moratorium on Altera-
tion and Demolition, in order to make a finding on the signifi-
cance of three buildings: the newer portion of the Hecht's
Building (8500 Fenton Street), the McCrory's Building (8649
Colesville Road) and the Eig Building (8641 Colesville Road).
These structures are identified as being within the proposed
Silver Spring Historic District, Site #36/7 on the Locational
Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Mofitgomery County, Marvland.

These three specific buildings were found not to warrant
designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the Planning Board closed the record
and voted unanimously to remove these three buildings from the
Iocational Atlas in order to allow the issuance of demolition
permits on the structures. This action does not affect the Loca-
tional Atlas status of other buildings within the proposed Silver
Spring Historic District.

Please adjust your records to reflect the Planning Board's
action. If you have any questions concerning this issue, please
do not hesitate to contact Gwen Marcus at 495-4570. .

Sincerely,

ARTVE P TP SN

Gus Bauman
Chairman

P

cc: Jared Cooper, Historic Preservation Commission
Sally Oden, DEP
Mike Dwyer, Park Historian
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" Charleston.”” To which I answer,

-burg, which is really only a big restoration project, and

,And it is pleasant

&ésc.wﬂr/caf NEWS F-ﬂé

Facing the
Future

By David Brinkley

-y ——

to be there, and when you leave you have the feeling
you have been somewhere.

I doubt any of us has ever had the feelmg in a town
that is primarily a collection of gas stations, Holiday
Inns, McDonalds, a few ordinary and uninteresting
residential areas, and a lot of highway signs telling you
which way out of town.

Our town has a great deal more than that, and could
have still more. It's an old town. By Amencan stan-

cepu. ro,
Atmosphere and Beauty

When I travel around and people ask where 1 came
from and I tell them Wilmington, North Carolina, they
often say, "Oh, yes, that's up the coast, north of
“No Charleston is
down the coast, south of Wilmington.* But, neverthe-
less, Charleston is a good deal more famous than we
are because it has done a great deal to preserve its

atmosphere and beauty. The Battery in Charleston is .

quite beautiful, and the uglier our big cities become,
the more attractive an area like that becomes, and the
more attractive to visitors. (From a strictly economic
standpoint, the great virtue of tourists is that you don't

have to build schools for them. They come to town, -

spend their money, and leave. They do not require the
huge investment in public services as if they came
and stayed.)

I'm on the Board of Trustees at Colonial Wllhams

our annual stream of visitors is in the millions, an
rising all the time. We often have more crowds t
we can handle.

It may be a startling fact, but true, thar demgto
has a greater number of interesting houses than

House where British General Cornwallis stayed in Wilming-
ton when he visited in 1781, It is now a museum and head-
quarters of the state Society of Colonial Dames,

" more in demand, and at a hi he;

burg 1s walk around the SUIeets ana WUk ¢l Lk upuses,

J" and where possible, go into them. Wilmington doesn't
have a Governor's Palace nor a House of Burgesscs, i

and Patrick Henry did not make his speeches here, but
we do nevertheless have a great deal of interesting

architecture, more than any but a few American cities.

Profiting from the Past

Charleston has profited enormously—and not just in
money—by preserving theirs. Until recently, we have
done very little. Now it is started. There is a tremen-
dous amount to be done, and I hope it will be done,
because we have an asset that most towns in America
would be delighted to have. We have many old houses,
some restored, some waiting to be. We have the basic
materials that other cities don't. You can’t ptescrve a
historic house if it is not there. TP

The simple fact is that the big cities of America are

becoming more and more uncomfortable, unpleasant,
even dangerous, and ugly. Just plam ugly, Beauty is an
increasingly scarce commodity. As it becomes scarcer,
it-becomes -more- -vaﬁer more and

— —

town like Wilmington that posscsses this kmd of

e LB St . Lt Ball

.

,,./'

beauty—actual and potential—is in a nmark‘:g
cnjoy "R

position to take advantage of it, develop it

it. And profit from it, though I don't want to-put-dll
the stress on the economic beneﬁrs, mpomm'ﬁs they
are.

-Even beyond the money, chere is rhe shecr pleasure
of living and working and raising children and dogs in
a town that is pretty, a town that feels as if it means
something, that has some atmosphere, rather than one
more collection of pizza parlors and neon lights.’

Here we have a choice, and the time to exercise it.
We slept through the uglification of America and did
not suffer the mutilation that has occurred in so many
other cities. Or not as T,

" Uncontrolled Growth . ™

* There's a suburb of Washington named Silver
Spring, Md., and it is perfectly hideous—rampant,
unplanned, uncontrolled, postwar growth. It’s horrible.
There's a Chevrolet dealer’s building on one of its
main corners, called Loving Chevrolet. They have a
commercial on the radio with a little jingle that goes:
""The prettiest thing in Silver Spring is Loving Chevro-
let.”” The sad part is, it's true. :
In most controversies about ggb i
ney, it is usually a question
of doing this or that, one policy or another policy. In
this kind of situation, no such choice is necessary. We
can do both. We can preserve and protect our beautiful
historic buildings and we can build new ones elsewhere
in town—and without any conflict between the two.

You do not have to give up one to have the other.
In fact, they complement each other. If people come
to town to visit, they will also want a new hotel or-
motel to stay in, new stores to shop in. So there's
something in it for everybody And [ can tell you from
my own personal experience, it pays off in every way.
I hope that here in Wilmington we continue to go
ahead with it. We'll be crazy if we don't.

M. 36-17
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Old Silver Spring Commercial Area
(Silver Spring Survey District)
Washington West Quadrangle
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Old Silver Spring Commercial District
(Silver Spring Survey District)
1993-95 Aerial Photo
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Silver Spring Of Yesterday

Thémpson, and quite a

A ‘Dall Place’
25 Years Ago

{John H. Hunter, a vice-
president and director of
the Suburban Trust Com-
pany, is one local resident
whoe has wetched Silver
Spring grow from what he
valled “the most lonesome
between  Glenmont
and the city of Washington
to bécome the place of
rwarming activity it is to-
day. He came to Silver
Spring in 1913, and with his
brather, Thomas, operated
Hunter Brothers, s farm-

now houses. the Holy
Academy.

A little further up the
on the esst side of Ge
Avenue was a home at

who Tan a tavern on the s
cast corner of what is
5 Colesville
wrd
ner (Hahn Shoe Store)
the Woodside Methodist Ch
a frame bullding.

present location

Jl - }v

‘...;.-._ yrt:::,' h::i‘:‘:n ‘:_::‘" Next to the ghurch was Mr. 4
tinues as the presenlt Ma- Rli:h.&ld Jﬂ:ﬂ!ﬂ' hl)ﬂ'_lf, which
buire %% Inc., &n the same 0‘"'-.‘-19"‘ qu; f‘.“ ’L’Tt’l_ of
lpeation on (Geoegin Ave- | ETound above the District Line.
nue next lo he B & O. On the t‘_s-t was Mr. and
Kutlroad yards, The follow - 5['!'!.- Jannin's me, m* Jesup
ing article hy Mr. Hunter |Blair Park was fgiven 1o
gives a picture of Silyer |the county by . Jannin.

Spring as it was approxi-
mately 25 vears ago.)
Hy John Hunler

L

At the npproach  of  the
twenty-fifth suniversary of The
Maryviand News 1 kavs Még
thinking of the preseat amount
of business in Silver Spring to-
day us compared with the ac-
tivity here 25 years ago.,

At that time, if 1 remember
corpectly, Silver Spring still
hud its streetears, A special |
pluce was left under the fArst
B & O underpans for the cars
to vun through, but ‘1 don't
think they ever vsed it, because
after the underpuss was com-
pleted the streetears were dis-
earded for, huxes. '

. W
very long befare

It
“““'f'[ umpinints about the
mﬂ:v' sderpnss eventualls ]
brovgh! e wonderful gne we |

back was her residemce, which
Name

time occupied by s Mr. Young,

Road and Georgia
Avenue, On the northeast cor-

As Silver
Spring grew, it was moved up
Georgia Avenue in the middle
of the old Pike Road tfo its

Then there was Boyle's
Florist place, about Where the
3 :

WAy

road
orgia
that

outh-

now

was
urch,

Inc, store front.

naxt bullding establishiment be-
“low that was the Silver Spring
‘Building and Supply. By it
‘was the Spring Gurage,
operated. Allen Newman
md David Mears,” later run by |
Meuben Selur.

. Standing On the present site
of Maloney’s ngxt to the B & O
' was the new Hunger Drothers
lhre in & building eonstructed
in 1625, Prior to that time the
business hud been opérating in
{an old frame building that had
| no -eanvenisnces, with & well of
| good water at the cormer of the

|- hotldiog.

Miss Shiw{ Weslress
1  The postl nﬂk was whoere
{ Coiie's Barber 2 ia now,

5

4

i
|
- _!

o i
r i \‘“
RS,

END OF AN ERA—A 175-year-old pin oak tree, n landmark which fronted the old Hunter
Bres. Hardware store, was cul down in June 1945 to makes w ay for the mudern Malopes s,
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THE Lecord of Moyt Co

hatrow  underpass  eventoally
whironght the wonderful one we
Now  Lave,

namerous compidinta ghout the

T remember that the Siiver
Spring. National Bank was
ke Maryland Nows is
present. Wilkins and Jor-
don Fiour and Grist Mill was
lecated on the east side of
Leorgia Avenue at Slipo Ave-
nive, and their office and other
warthouses were on the west
side of Georgin Avenue, where
the B & O yards are now,

Few RStores on Georgin

There were a few stores on
ench side of Georgisa Avenge.
Dr. Fry, the veterinarian, had
bis office and house there, and
P, R. Gannon had mowed into
his new place on the east side
of the avenue. He hal pre-
viously occupled one portion of
Hanter Brothers' old frame
#torehouse,

Pr. Edwin Dudley ran a drog
store in Cannon's then new
building. Mr. and Mrs. Wood-
son were Ford dealers nuxt
door, south of the presont fire
depariment

The fre department at that
titve consizted of anly 8 eouple
of apparatuz, and 1 think
hiele was on solid tires.
Foday's modern department s
& sharp contrast, ‘
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JOHN R

Institute Cleaning and Dfe- |
ing building is located tuduy.

Blacksmith Shop

Coming down Georgia Ave-
nue toward the Distiict Line
on the west side above Coles-
ville Pike was Judre Sawyer's
piace and Mr, Fiddler's Black-
smith Shop near Colenville
Road.

The next residence, where the
present post office stands, was
Major Gint Blair
hgme, with-about 20 rooms. It
was later occupied by Capt
Frank L. Hewitt.

The Suburban National Bank,
aow Subarban Trast Co, had
been Joeated op the southwest

corner for two yéars, and the

. Miss Shaw Postinistreas

The post office -was where

Coile’s Harber Shop is now,

rwith Miss Bﬂ’ﬂ'll Shaw as post-

mistress.

Over D hill hack. of the

Ameriean Instrument Co. was.

the home of Senator Blair Lee,
which had been in the Lee fam-
ily for many years, Senator
Lee was the father of Col. E.
Brooke Lee and Blair Lee II,
Across the B & O Railroad
tracks was . the large mansion
of Mr. Montgomery Blsir.

B & O trains going west did |

not ‘stop at that tivve in Silwer
Spring—ouly the loeals, and

there were not many houses in |/

Silver Spring at that time. In
fact, Sligo was the larger com-
municy.

In the past 25 years 1 have
scen many changes in this won-
derful new city. My brothers
snd I- were raised on a farm
near Glenmont, and while car-
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