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--NAME 
HISTORIC 

Silver Spring Commercial District (36/7) 
ANO/OR COMMON 

.LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Silver Spring - VICINITY OF · 

STATE 

~ Maryl rrnd 

DcLAss1F.ICATION 

CATEGORY 
XDISTRICT 

_BUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

~STATUS 
-OCCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS ~ES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

PillOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Multiple Owners 
~TREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

'llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

XcoMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-x-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 

STATE , ZJ.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

DATE 

1976 -FEDERAL _$TATE ~OUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 

6700 Needwood Road 
STATE 

Rockville MD 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGfNAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE'---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Silver Spring Historic District is a seven block area along 
Georgia Avenue, stretching from the north side of Colesville Road 
to the south side of Silver Spring Avenue, containing commercial 
buildings constructed from 1910 to 1946. At the southern end of 
the district are small conunercial structures dating back to the 
1910s; in the middle are larger masonry buildings from the 1920s 
and 1930s; and at the northern end are large shopping complexes 
and department stores from the 1940s. The change in designs from 
one end of the district to the other graphically demonstrates 
the evolution of Silver Spring from a dusty crossroads to the 
"downtown' 1of Montgomery County o" 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
---!'> M:36-7 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION - 00-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_,500-1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-1100-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

---1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHI LO SOPHY _ TRANSPORTA TtON 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES 1910 to 1946 BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Before the turn of the century the area that is now Silver Spring was 
primarily large estates and open farmland. A small crossroads settlement 
called "Sligo" stood near what is now the intersection of Georgia Avenue 
(the old W~shington and Brookeville Turnpike) and Colesville Road (the 
old Ashton:~Colesville-Sligo Turnpike) o However, by the early 1900s, the 
growth of new suburbs in t~e area began to transform the rural character 
of the crossroads village. 

An early and prime catalyst for suburban growth was the Metropolitan 
Branch of the B & O Railroad, completed in 1873. By the end of the 
19th century a station, named after the nearby Blair estate, "Silver 
Spring," had been established where the tracks crossed Georgia Avenue, 

/""1n important route for farmers hauling goods to District markets. This, 
~ombined with a street car line which travelled up the middle of the 
pike from Washington to the communities beyond Silver Spring, made the 
area a prime business location. 

In 1910, the Silver.· Spring Bank opened up near the tracks, providing 
a steady stream of customers in the area. 2 Several other stores and houses, 
including a brick armory, were built close-by. By' 1915, Silver Sp:ring 
was a bust!ing little community catering to passing farmers and local 
residents. 

From 1910 on, most new construction in the commercial area was built on 
the east side of Georgia Avenue, stretching northward from the tracks. 
This trend continued up through the late 1940s~ Since few buildings 
have been torn down since, it is possible to travel north on Georgia 
Avenue from the tracks and observe the evolution of commercial arch­
itecture from the simple styles of 1910 to Art Deco designs of the 
1940s, and observe the changes in character whmch the town of Silver 
Spring has undergone. 

The greatest changes in the commercial district took place in the 1920so 
With the trend of moving to the suburb~ gathering force, much of the farm­
land adjoining the area was developedo Water, sewage, and electricity 
were added. The main roads were paved, and an underpass for Georgia Avenue 
was built beneath the railroad tracks. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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/ Attachment A 
Significance, Con't. 

The underpass forced a reorientation of the business district. The 
original district was oriented around buildings located next to the 
tracks. However, the underpass now cut off those structures from the 
main flow of traffic, and several were forced to move. The bank opened 
a new building further north on Georgia Avenue, at the corner of Bonifant 
Street. The relocation of the bank, and the construction·of several other 
new buildings including a movie theater and a car dea!ership, were the 
catalyst for new building on that side of the street. 

Throughout the 1930s new stores were built along Georgia Avenue. Some 
of these were constructed on the site of former residgnces, while 
others filled in the empty gaps between older stores. The need for 
commercial establishments inc:veased as the surrounding suburbs expanded. 
By the end of the 1930s, the construction of a number of large 
garden apartment complexes, including the sprawling Falkland Apartments 
alongside the new road link to southwestern Montgomery County, 
East-West Highway, dramatically increased the potential patrons 
of Silver Spring business establishments. 

Silver Spring's ascent from a local shopping strip to a major 
commercial center took place in the 1940s. By'nbw developers 
recognized the area's potential. Besides being located in the 
heart of suburban Montgomery County and on major roads, Silver 
Spring was also a busy railroad center. It was estimated that in 1946 
as many people got off trains in Silver Sprin1 as in the over-
crowded Union Station in downtown Washington. 

Sam Eig, a D. C. grocer turned developer, bought the Apple Orchard 
Beer Garden at the corner of Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road 
and built one of the first shopping centers in the area.8 The 
curving streamlined building and the adjacent art deco Silver Theater 
were strong departures from the earlier conservative architectural 
designs in Silver Spring~ 

The shopping center was the first commercial development on Colesville 
Road, and set off a building boom on the block between Georgia Avenue 
and Fenton Street. Unlike the older stores, these new buildings 
were big and flashy. The clean new designs and the neon signs 
advertising fancy stores brought people from all over the county 
and northwest Washington to shop in Silver Spring. 

The largest store in Silver Spring, the Hecht Company, was built 
in 1946 with a monolithic facade, popular at the time. The area 
was soon dubbed "the downtown of Montgomery County. 119 



Attachment B 
Significance, Con't. 

While throughout the 1950s and 1960s highrise buildings changed the 
character of Silver Spring, few new commercial establishments were 
added. By the 1970s the area's appeal had dimmed. Newer and 
more opulent suburban shopping malls siphoned off customers. Many 
of the original stores were replaced by lesser businesses. Richer 
residents moved away to other suburban developments. A sewer 
moratorium prevented new construction. The opening of the Metro 
Subway Station in 1976 helped raise property values, but it is still 
uncertai5 whether or not Silver Spring will regain its previous 
luster. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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and record purposes only and do not cqnsiitute. any. infringe-. 
ment of individual property rights. 

R;ETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circie 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



G&:>RGIA 
AVE 

,,r~~;. ''.'i• tr;:r~ 
f He'~ t Cont pa."1 ( 114t)'\ 

.[' c.o..,.,,,.,t"'c,.t'o..t .,,_,;, ..... (~, :.'' 

{Silv<r ilicA.Tre, (c.1144) . · 

{E•·g 5 "-0<pri.,.3 Ccr\1'.r ( 1144) 



.... -
~-..i 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Old Silver· Spring Commercial Area 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Georgia Ave. & Silver Spring Ave. 
CITY.TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Silver·· Spring 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

VICINITY OF 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

.j_ CATEGORY OWNERSHIP ..t,TATUS PRESENT USE 
DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

. _SUILOING(S) -tRIVATE 
_STRUCTURE -BOTH 

...:..SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

"".~:··--

_BEING CONSIDERED 

_OCCUPIED . 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

- YES: UNRESTR!C~ ''> 

_NO 

~GRICULTURE 

LcoMMERCIAL 

-EDUCATIONAL 

-~TERTAINMENT 

.£GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

(various businesses such as Bell's FlowersTelephone # :-
sTREET&NuMsER & Silver Spring Vol. Fire Dep't.) 

_.\4USEUM 

_PARK 

_?RIVA TE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SOENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

CITY.TOWN STATE I zip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

Montgomery County Courthouse 

f)REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Liber #: 
Folio i: 

STATE 

Maryland 

-FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
'lURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

r • ,,.--fXCELLENT 

:;ooo 
_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

-)LNALTERED 

.£ALTERED 

C)iECK ONE 

LoRIGfNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE'---

·~, ,,.,~ 

~) 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARA~CE· 

There are a number of old structures here that formed the I;·; 
core of Silver Spring in the.early 1900 1 s. All of the (west) 
facades have been altered, but the basic lines of the structures 
are visible to the sides and rear. All of the buildings face 
west on Georgia Ave~ To the north of Silver Spring Ave. are. 
several one-story, star~ fronts-some of them frame. A square, 
Colonial Revival dwelling (now the Art Shop) has a stone facade 
and display window. South of this, on the NE corner, is a flat­
roofed, frame structure (now Bell's Flowers and covered with 
stucco) with a three-bay facade. On the SE corner is the 
Silver Spring Volunteer Fire Dep't-a large, brick building, 
with a gabled facade and three garage doors. South of this are 
several smaller buildings, with remodeled exteriors of cinder-
block, stone, etc. 

·, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



E] SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'EHISTORIC 

00-1499 

.1500-1599 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_RELIGION 

-5CIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_:_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFYI 

_ 1 soo-1 s9'9 

_1700-1799 

-YJ00-1899 

ft900. 

_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY. 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
•• 'J ... I . ., - • • :- .. ........... 11 •· .. 

STATE~~~1:_.gF SIGNIFICANCE 

In contrast to the major commercial.center it is today, 
Silver Spring was a sleepy, rural community until early in 
this century. In fact, the older part of the village was 
actually at Sligo-now the intersection of Ga. Ave. & Colesville 
Rd. 

The present Fire Dep't. building is actually the structure 
that housed the old Silver Spring -Armory. The stucco building 
on the NE corner (now Bell's Florist) was once a country. grocery 
store. Most of the old landmarks of Silver Spring-the Blair 
and Lee houses, the 1878,RR Station, etc., have been destroyed, 
and the only residue of the early commercial center exists beneath 
these present buildings. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

~-----------~--------,=·~~. 
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ll)FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 
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CITY OR TOWN STATE 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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f:J£S£eVA:r1"N /#JE.eiJs· · /;:2.6. 'Jra~~g~~=;;;;~b;~~ ~~ .. i~~~~he;·.-Wii~ington d~sn't 
IF • · t 1hi - have a Governor's Palace nor a House of Burgesses, a c n n g ID and Patrick Henry did not rnlke his speeches here, but 

\ll we Jo nevcrthclcs~ have a greu deal of incercsring 

FU 
.fl- '11 ll ]1 tO · • architecture, more than any but a few Arneric~n cities. 

l \U.l 'LI Profiting from the Past 

By David Brinkley Charleston has profited enormously-and not just in 
money-br preserving theirs. Unril rccemly, ~ have 
done very little. Now it is scarted. There is a tremen. 
dous amount to be done, and I hope it will be done, 

to be there, and when you leave you have' the feeling. because we have an asset that most towns in America 
you have been somewhere. would be delighted to ha\C. We have many old hou~s. 

I doubt any of us has ever had the feeling in a town some restored, some wafting to be. We have the basic 
that is primarily a collection of gas stations, Holiday materials that other cities don't. You can't preserve a 
Inns, Mc Donalds, a few ordinary and uninteresting historic house if it is not there. '-..... :-..._, 
residential areas, and a lot of highway signs telling you The simple fact is that the big cities of America are ~ • 
which way out of town. becoming more and more uncomfortable, unpl~an~. 

Our tOWO has a great deaJ more than that, and could even dangerous, and ugly. just plain ugly.,.~~~ is a~ 
:nefit. If you have still more. It's an old town. By American stan. increasingly scarce commodity. As it becomes sc~rcer: 
~en wc~_ec~ards..Ye,9'" uldJ.ts,..'>CWn&-an...thc..iivez ... thc...cxc~d-..:-at· becomes more:*nd.cnt:xc_sought .. after, i1'}0re-:.iu:i~--
y better of!. - · the bays and sounds, is exceptional. - · • : : • more in demand, and at a hi~t;,r and~ighcr-pfice-ir-'~ 
ts, tangles of Atmosphere and Beaut · ·. · : town like Wilmington ~at ~~~ this ki11d of.. r 
:h local taxes Y beauty-actual and potenttal-1s m a remarkably good 
Jation needs When I travel around and people ·ask where I .came position to take advantage of it. develop it and ·enjoy,..:- • J 

>n. from and I ttll them WiJmington, North Carolina., they it. And profit from it, though I don't want to ·P.~t· all 
ears. have we often say, "Oh, yes, that's up" the coast, north of the stress on the economic benefirs, imponanF'.S they 
time rampant Charleston." To which I answer, "No Charleston is arc. -~. 
can cities and down the coast, south of Wilmington ... Bue, neverthe. Even beyond the ~oney, there is the sheer pleasure 
ft does bring less, Charleston. is a good deal more famous than we of living and working and raising children and dogs in 
t~k at the are because it has done a great deal to preserve itS a town that is pretty. a town that feels as if it means 

- • takes it atmosphere and beauty. The Battery in Charleston is something, that has some atmosphere, rather than one 
\.t o 'tiri ng more quite beautiful, and the uglier our big cities become, more collection of pizza parlors and neon lights. 

, officials of a the more auraccive an area like that becomes, and the Here we have a choice, and the time to exercise it. 
Jy in the last more attractive to visitors. (From a strictly economic We slept fhrough the uglification of America and did 
exception th~y standpoint, the great virtue of tourists is that you don't not suffer the mutilation that has oc~red in so many 
-on 't say so in have to build schools for them. They come to town, other cities. Or not as much of-it. ----...___ 
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spend their money, and leave. They do not require the 
huge investment in public services as if they came 
and stayed. ) 

I'm on the Board of Trustees at Colonial Williams. 
- bwg, which is really onJy a big ~estoration projeet, and 
our annual srrearn of visitors is in the millions, an 
rising all the time. We often have more aowds chap 
we can handle. · .:-:_ 

It may be a startling fact, but true, that Wilmingto 
bas a greater n'1!11ber of interesting houses than 

~ "°'~--,~·· ,, 
~ \ - - ~ .\, • ~,.,,,._, i:.--'·-

~ /_~ 

.. ~ ~ ~ ~ .. -::~.JJ I ~ "i~ • i '' "l" 
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l 4 ·II . . -

Honse whoro Brlll1h General Comwallll ataycd In \\'liming· 
ton whrn ho vl11ted In 1781. It Is now a musoum and head­

quarters of the SllJIC Society or Colnnlal Dames. 

There's a suburb of Washington named Silver 
Spring, Md., and it is perfectly hideous-rampant, 
unplanned, uncontrolled, postwar grofith. It's horrible. 
There's a Chcvrol~t . dealer's building on one of its 
main corners, called Loving Chevrolet. They have t 
commercial on the radio with a little jingle that goes: 
"The prettiest thing in Silver Spring is Lo'ving Chevro· 
let." The sad part is. it's true'. • ' 

In most controversies about~ · · •. usually 
abOu how to$f>fttd the·money. it is usuaJly a question 1 

of doing chis or that, one policy or another policy. In 
thjs kind of situation. no such choice is necessary. We 
can do both. We can preserve and proteet our beautiful 
h1scoric buildings and we can build new ones elsewhere 
m town-and without any conff iet between the two. 

You do noc have to give up one co have the other. 
In fact. they complement each other. If people come 
to cown to visit, they wilJ also wane a new hotel or 
mocel co stay in, new srores to shop in . So there's 
something in it for everybody. And I can tell you from 
my own personal experience. it pays off in every way. 
I hope that here in Wilmington we comjnue to go 
.1heaJ wirh it, We'll be crazy if we don 't. 

' 
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PAGE 8 Twenty-Fifth Annlvtnary Supplement 

Silver Spring Of Y estenlay · . ' . 
Is Recalled:By John Hunter 

A 'DuJI Place' 
25 Y~ors Ago 

(John 8. Banter, a 'flee· 
prf' .. idtnt and director of 
thf' Suburban Trut Com· 
piny, 111 one local rtt1ldnt 
,. ho ha'I wakhM Silnr 
~prln11: irrow rrom what •e 
ulll'd "lhf' m011t lonffOllle 
"pnt'' IM-l,.ffn Gltnmont 
and the city of Wuhlnrtoa 
to McoOlllf the plKe or 
awarminr actlYltJ It I• to­
day. Ht ca1111 to SilHr 
Rprinr In 1913, and with Illa 
brother, Tho•u. .,.ralM 
Hunl'f Brothera, 1 f&r•· 
n ·,. Hpply .. atere, ntlt 
I'• I.;. Tiit htlH• fOll• 

tin1lf" "" the ,....._, Ma­
'"""' ·... Inc., •• the hme 
1111·11 I ion on C'rf'Orrla •A Ye-
nul' nut lo the B. a o. 
Hailroad yarM, Tlae fellow­
lni article by •r. Rnter 
1ti' ff a pict.H of 811Ytt 
foiprinr .. it wu ap(lrozl· 
mattly 2.~ !Mn' .... ) 

R1 Jnh• H•ta • . . . 
At th~ 1ppro9d1 of. the 

hrt11ty-ftf'lh anlliYC~ el Th• 
Mal')· land Ntww 1 ..... • IJiil 
thlnkinir of tho ...,.... amowit 
o( bu1ineu in Silftl' Sprhir to­
day All compartd with tho ac­
tivity here 25 rean .. 

At that time, if J remember 
: cnrredly, SilYer Spri.aar atlll 

h1ul It.a 11lreetcars. A tpeelal' 
J•lucl' was left under Che ftnt 
H &. 0 u~a for the can 

. tn run throurh, but I don't 
tll ink thry tvcr uud It, *•UM 
aft,.r flie un1J1•r11n91 Wat C'ODI• 

J•I ' "' ' trt•f'trana were di•· 
C' r hu~"'· - "' 

It '"' ~1't Y<-n lonir before 
~•.Wnta about thr 

'nbmpeon, and quit.e a WQ 
btaek wu her real~e: which 
nnw homa . the Holy Nanie 
Academy. 

A little further up the road 
on the ... t aide of Georria 
A 't'enue waa a bome at that 
tlm• oecupled by a Mr. Yeunc, 
who rail a t.eYVn on tho 1outh­
eut e.mer of what la now 
Col"'rille Road and C.orcia 
A.en11e. On the northeut cor· 
nu (Hahn Shoe Store) wu 
Ute w.-.c1i9 Methodist Church, 
a frame b'ulldinr. At Silnr 
Sprinr: rrew. It 'WU mOTed up 
Georria .• benue In U.. midclt. •r.li..411ir 

of tlM ~· Pih Roid to lb 
prtMUt locati., · , 

Nest to the thurcli waa llJ'. 
Jlichard · Juaii/, hcde, wlilcll 
oc~piel qui~ ~ fn/, acrn of 
arrouft4! ~'the District LiM. 
On the .Ut li4le wat Mr: arid 
Mn. JaimJn'• li•me. now Juup 
Blair Pirk. !ti wu cm• &O 
the covaty by Mra. Jll'inln. • 

Thn '-the r• .... Boyle'• 
Floriat ~ ,.i.out where tll& 

M*l buildinr: •tablittiment .be-, 
that wu the Sil•er Sprtnr 
Ill' and Supply. Br It 

wu· tile ...... Sprinl' Ga rare, 
.,.,.... !., Allen Newman . 
•d V.•ld lleal'I, .later run by 
...... Selar. . ~ 

Muctlnc. oa,"the preel'nt aite 
Of llalon97'1 n¢ to the B .l 0 
1Nll t.M ,nt'w HunJeT Brothns 
•I.we in " bµiWinr: eeutructff 
In 19%.5. l'tlO.. to that time the 
lauairien had been operatinJ in 
an ~ frame buildiar that had 
•• _....-neaa, with a well of 

I ruod ~•trr r "' l'C!rnt·r of the 
I builtliur: 

.Miu ~haw ~ll'i~lr••• 
..... - .. , 1.,,.. .... ,,.,_ 

I 
1 

' 
.. 

------~--~~~--!!!!!c ___ --~ 



0 ... + - .. , " 

11nmno11~ MmplainU. about 
I 111111\\ Ull•I· I Ila~~ t•VPl1I •1allr 

.. l •10111:li t tl1•! w~nul.'rful on~ "" 
110" h.H·c. 

. Miu Shatr Poelml.trua 
• 1'he po•t olflce • wu whl!re 

Colie's Buber ~bop is nu~: 
,,,;th ~fos Hertha Shaw as po1t-- OM,_.. l"bo•i.o 

I reml'mlwr that the Silver JOHN B. BUN2'BR . \ mi11ll'OS1. . • ,. • • ' 
O.u tM hill bact of the 

Anil!riean lDJtrument Co. wu 
th• home of S.a.ator Blair l.M, 
Ytbich had been In the IAot fam­
llr for manr nan. Senator 
IM w.. the fither of Col. !!. 
B.rookt .Lee and Blair Lea II, 
Acrou lht B &; 0 • Rallrotd 
trackl was · the larc• manalon 
of Mr. Mofttirome:ry Blair. 

i-:p1 in• l\11t io11al Rank wu · , . , . • 
-ner•· Th" .\l aiylllld. ~c"' is fnatltµte Cleulni and DYt· 
nL pn·sent. ?t'illcina and Jor- inc buildlns is located tudar. 
·1011 flour and Grist Mill was Bla.eb•ltJi Sho• 
''"at~ M the -•t 'lide ot Cominr down Ceor~ia A•t· 
1:eorgia A' enw at Stiro A·~ nut toward the Dlstrirt Lint 
, ...... and their oft'ice and other on the west aide abo•I' Coln· 
"arc-hou•l'11 were on the west •Ill• Pllrt •u Jvdge Saw)~r·1 
,.,1,. of Gtoriia Annuc, wher-e place and )fr. Fiddler'• Blick· 
thP D & 0 >·ard, are ll01'. smith Shop Jlrar Col~ville 

Fe.. Stf!rf11 '°" Georrl• 1 R<1acL 
Thett wt re a few 1toru on Tbt xt . d _... 

urh side of Georgia A•enue. '" rf!ll ~nee, •nere the 
I>r. Fry, the nttrinarlan, had rire!lent post otrice sta.nd11, w~ 
his otrice and ~ Utf.n, aad .the paJa.tial Majot' Gl9t Blair 
11. R. Cannnn bed 81~ tnto Jiipe, W'lth•about. 20 roomL It 
hi1 llf'W pl~e on the l'Ut aide 1'U later OCt'~p~d by Capt. 
ot the a~nue. He ha•I pre- Frank L. Bewit.t. 

B A 0 . tra.ln1 1oinr west did 
not ·atop at that thlft i1l 9itft?' 
Sprinc--oolr the lorala, and 
there "'"r• not DllUlf hou•• in 
Sil•4A' Sprinc a\ that t1me. In 
fact, r.lico wu the lar1e:r com· 
mun.ity. 

Tiou.sly oerupied one portio.11 o! The Suburban National Bank, 
Hunttr lJrotl\era' old frame .ow S.•rb&n TrcsL Co., had 
iote1tthou11t. • IM!en..Jocat.ed oo tb8 ,101.1thtr~t 

Or. Ed"'·in Dudlf'f ran a druir corner !or two yun, and tfle 

In the past ll yean I ha.e 
teen raan7 ch&n~1 ln thia won· 
dtduL "'" cit,. My, bro.Ui.n 
a.oO J, -wffe' raised on a farm 
near Clmmon_t, and while car-

•lo1 e in G11nnon'1 th"n new 
building. Mr. and Mn. Wood· 
ion wf're Ford dt•alet'I next 
door, !'IOUth Of the prc1e>nt fiTe 
dt·parlmcnt. 

'fhe fin department at that 
tiiuf' con!'li•tt'd of 011ly a co11ple 
p u·e• of 11rp11rat11s, ant.I I think 
c•11f! v• hie Ir wa" (•II !'lolid tires. 
fod1t\0

'• rnod<'m department iJ 
a "harp corH r11st. 

1111 the rw1 I h .. ut corn«r of 
~1h c r .:;pn11K nntl (;cnri.:111 Ave· 
11111'< •' 11 ~ 11 1: roc,.ry iolorc oecu-
1·i•·•I I·~ W. \. l\i11gsliury, 
wl 1<·h h1o r ltrc·11111r? the Sani· 
•111 \ t :;"Ot ny Co. ~tore. 

II Ul!"h I·'. 11'IJ•11111rll then lived 
:11 11 slla·ro liou ,. which today 
1 ~ orc1111tl'tl ,,,. for•yth's drug 
.1- lnlt. 

Ir •1 \ 111 .. n1C1r>· iiervc• me 
11rl1•. lhf' • . q l111i1Jing up the 
' "·'' "" n 11•1~ 1.• .. hirh w:as 
• • • 11p1 ··I ' .\l ,t~onlc T!!n1plf 
I .1 q,. :• .• It "'°''• about 
~· "• l'l' 1 I t l , 1,u11l J.r • . 1 .. r 1 .. lo· 

p . • rP• 11INi.•eJ •1·re I 
1ha111 l t- •nir•blln and I 

• 1, Th11r1b llunter, 
• '"''""" ltdwt•,.n 

" an1l llomhnl 
' "·nnl • u.-.1~ I 

... \ • , , P L•·:"l • __ ....,... t 

Mille,r-Hughes Offers Proof 
That Am~rica's Safest Car 

THE '52 HENRY J 
Test Drive a New Kaiser or Henry J Today. 
Highest Trade for your old car. :rn. Finance. 
150 Ue~d Car.it to choose from. $10.00 Down. 

See Tlte!e Easy Monthly l'aynwnl! 
'41 P'm 4 dr, RA H :lt.~O ' 4~ f'lt••·rol•t <'nn. • 
'4~ C'lln. I dr. R .. H 3~At• ·u l'••11lo' 
' '1 fra~ A A H, 110 I'• W ":~ I "4-nnl<l • 
' 4' Wer.,ir1 R A ll '"'.I• ' 41 llork~ 
'60 Aa1tln • tir. Ott' tr. Cli' •4u '-•1••trl.a.,rt 
' 41 Kai.... R a H • J~ r '' '\• 11,.,, k 
"4• P'ra1'1' It A H ~r Ml •I UI·'• 
'41 11•• ..... •lt~r RA H. UlJ •~ OOI 'i' H.,1c• 
' It P'or<I Cu"\tillt ~1 llO '41 '°""'':~ -
'\7 T'""kard R A H 49 Oii ·o !;10·!...,alc.,. • --

11.l>O 
,. u<l 
II 00 

II "" • 10:.•'41 
11.0 1 
111111 
It"" 
I ' Oft 
Ill 00 
t.no '48 "·'-· rlt•n u llfl .,. r1.,,. •• ,... • ·-· . --

'" Ht11rJ '"J • 41• lo(J •1z l'ont••< 
"Cl Wtr•ll 1'7 - I " 1 <1 '•0 Ill I• ... n. ,,... •• ,-,,,- ·:-e ... 'on•iat 
·u s1udtbe•rr, fha.,.P. • ,,,, ·ai f n,.I 

~liller-llu~hes ~lot 
l\nisl'r - 111 ur~· J 

u~ 

f.o. 

It 1111 
1?.'"' 
ltO'I 
I llO 

EARL T TaAcrOUare-u.iil"P' re;r •'- at lh~ aW Baatn 
.._ B .... ,... ... ~ e 88*i .~r )and•ark. . 

• , • • • • :· - !· ; ' • • • • . . 
rrlnr our. farm ,..d. ~ pro-

1

.,.. ·~urb until •• rra;lHlcl 
diil.C• to Wuhfnrtou •a.rlraCa, Sdn~a.-n Park, which was lhen 
SnYV 8'rilltC WU : abooL M loeaW aboYI the pNWnt ball 
Jon110~e a. plae. u we Md to part · ft . ~a *"""'"· : 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

November 20, 1989 
See correspondence dated~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ACTION TAKEN 
/VI: 3 b- 7 

Mr. John Menke, Director 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Executive Office Building 
101 Monroe Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Dear Mr. Menke: 

On November 16, 1989, the Montgomery County Planning Board 
held a public hearing, as required under Section 24A-10 of the 
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance~-Moratorium on Altera­
tion and Demolition, in order to make a finding on the signif i~ 
cance of three buildings: the newer portion of the Hecht's 
Building (8500 Fenton Street), the McCrory's Building (8649 
Colesville Road) and the Eig Building (8641 Colesville Road). 
These structures are identified as being within the proposed 
Silver Spring Historic District, Site #]__§L]_on the Locational 
Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in MOfftCjOrnery County, Maryland. 

These three specific buildings were found not to warrant 
designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the Planning Board closed the record 
and voted unanimously to remove these three buildings from the 
Locational Atlas in order to allow the issuance of demolition 
permits on the structures. This action does not affect the Loca­
tional Atlas status of other buildings within the proposed Silver 
Spring Historic District. 

Please adjust your records to reflect the Planning Board's 
action. If you have any questions concerning this issue, please 
do not hesitate to contact Gwen Marcus at 495-4570. 

Sincerely, 

Gus Bauman 
Chairman 

cc: Jared Cooper, Historic Preservation Commission 
Sally Oden, DEP 
Mike Dwyer, Park Historian 

---------"~-~.,,.,--.......... __,,_-~·--· -~~-"!!"!"~-'""""'~--~-~,'-~· ~~~~------~------------
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l'PS°UM N 

Facing the 
Future 
By David Brinkley . 

to be there, and when you leave you have the feeling 
you have been somewhere. 

I doubt any of us has ever had the feeling in a town 
that is primarily a collection of gas stations, Holiday 
Inns, McDonaJds, a few ordinary and uninteresting 
residential areas, and a lot of highway signs telling you 
which way out of town. 

Our town has a great deal more than that, and could 
have still more. It's an old town. By American stan­
datd~ \'Cty old.JlS ~cw~theJi.vci thc.cxean and 
the bays and sounds, is exceptional. 

Atmosphere and Beauty 

When I travel around and people 'ask where I came 
from and I tell them Wilmington, North Carolina, they 
often say, "Oh, yes, that's up the coast, north of 
Charleston." To which I answer, "No Cliarleston is 
down the coast, south of Wilmington." But, neverthe­
less, Charleston is a good deal more famous than we 
are because it has done a great deal to preserve its 
atmosphere and bcaucy. The Battery in Charleston is 
quite beautiful, and the uglier our big cities become, 
the more attractive an area like chat becomes, and the 
more attractive co visitors. (From a strictly economic 
standpoint, the great virtue of tourists is that you don't 
have to build schools for them. They come to town, 
spend their money, and leave. They do not require the 
huge investment in public services as if they ame 
and stayed.) 

I'm on the Board of Trustees at Colonial Williams-
• b~g. which is really only a big restoration project, and 
our annual stream of visitors is in the millions, and 
rising all the time. We often have more crowds than 
we can handle. 

It may be a startling fact, but true, thar Wilmington 
has a greater nu.mber of interesting houses than 

'*= 
~-

Houao where Brllllh Conoral Comwallla 1taycd In Wilming­
ton when ho visited ln 1781. It Is now a museum and head­

quartora of Ibo alale Society of Colon la I Dames. 

burg IS waJk arouno me stret:ts anu 1ov" .al w1. uvu~ ..... 

and where possible. go into them. Wilmington doesn't 
have a Governor's Palace nor a House of Burgesses, 
and Patrick Henry did not make his speeches here, bur 
we Jo nevcrrhckss have a great deal of interesting 
architecture, more than any but a few American cities. 

Profiting from the Past 

Charleston has profited enormously-and not just in 
money- by preserving theirs. Until recently, we have 
done very little. Now it is started. There is a tremen­
dous amount to be done, and I hope it will be done, 
because we have an asset that most towns in America 
would be delighted to have. We have many old houses, 
some restored, some waiting to be. We have the basic 
materials that other cities don 't. You can 't preserve a 
historic house if it is not there. · 

The simple fact is that the big cities of America are 
becoming more and more uncomfortable. unpleasant. 
even dangerous, and ugly.Just plain ugly . .Beaury is an 
increasingly scar('c commodity. As ir becomes scarcer, 
1t becomt'5 fllOl'C~rc sought after, more an~ 
more 10 demand, and at a hi§h_er and higb,a..pliee: Ir 
town like Wilmington t at possesses this 'kind o( 
beauty- actual and potential-is in a remarkably good 
position to take advanrage of it, develop it and enjoy 
it. And profit from it, though I don 't want to put ~II 
the stress on the economic benefits, importan"t as they 
are. 

Even be}'ond the money, there is the sheer pleasure 
of living and working and raising children and dogs in 
a town that is pretty, a town that feels as if it means 
something, that has some atmosphere, rather than one 
more collection of pizza parlors and neon lights. 

Here we have a choice, and the time to exercise it. 
We slept through the uglification of America and did 
not suffer' the mutilation that has occurred in so many 
other cities. Or not as much of ic.:----===~""-

Uncontrolled Growth 

There's a suburb of Washington named Silver 
Spring, Md., and it is perfectly hideous-rampant, 
unplanned, uncontrolled, postwar growth. It's horrible. 
There's a Chevrolet dealer's building on one of ics 
main corners, called Loving Chevrolet. They have a 
commercial on the radio with a little jingle that goes; 
.. The prettiest thing in Si!ver Spring is Loving Chevro­
let." The sad part is. it's true. 

In most controversies about .l'ubli""policies, usually 
about how to spend the money. it is usually a question 
of doins this or that, one polic>· or another policy. In 
this kind of sicuation, no such choice is necessary. We 
can do both. We can preserve and protect our beautiful 
historic buildings and we can build new ones elsewhere 
in town- and without any conflict between the two. 

You do not have to give up one to have the other. 
In fact, they complement each other. If people come 
to town to visic, the>' \\ill also want a new hotel or 
motel to stay in, new stores to shop in. So there's 
something in it for everybody. And I can tell you from 
my own personal experience, it pays off in every way. 
I hope that here 1n Wilmington we contjnue co go 
ahead with it. We'll be craq if we don't. 

M: 36-7 
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M: 36-7 
Old Silver Spring Commercial Area 
(Silver Spring Survey District) 
Washington West Quadrangle 



M: 36-7 
Old Silver Spring Commercial District 
(Silver Spring Survey District) 
1993-95 Aerial Photo 

M: 36-7-1, Silver Theatre & Shopping Center 
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Silver Spring Of }Tes_terda~y 
Is f(ecalled By John Hunter 

A 'Dull Place' 
25 Yenrs Ago 

'John R . Jluntrr, a Tier• 
pr~,1drnt and iliredur of 
th•· Suhurban '.J'tlUt Com­
p:.11,, i~ onr local rf'~idf'nt 
"ho h1&s l\Blch~ S1lnr 
..,Jiran~ i:row from wh11t he 
uillrd "&hr "'°' l lun~somc 
"I"•' ' ' ll(·I\• t•f'n (:lc-nmunt 
11nd the <'llJ ur Wllllhincton 
h1 bt•r111nc the plarl' of 
filVlll'OI ini net h ity it IS to· 
daJ. l fo c:n m c to Sih·cr 
~11ring in 191:1, and ~ilh hi• 
br.11hc:r, 11111ma , optrated 
H untl'r Druthc:r11, a hrm-

upply tl1 
fhe tOll• 

th Ma· 

Th6mpson, end quite a way 
back wu her reaidence, wh1cl1 

now houses. the Holy Name 
Academy, 

A littll! further up the ro:id 
un the eut aide of Georgia 
Avenue was a home at th11.~ 
time occupied by a Mr. l'oung, 
who ran a ta~ern on the south· 
cast comer of what 1! now 
Colt>S"ille Road and Georgia 
Avenue. On the northeast ror­
ner (Hahn Shoe Store) wu 
th Wood~clt! Methodist Chun-h, 
a trnmP building. As Silver 
Sprillg grew, il was moved 11p 

Georgia Avenue in the middle 
a th old P e Road to il."i 
present locati 
~ext l the :hurch "as Mr. 

lUchard Jll.lUC!f homt, \vhich 
octupied qui fevt acrl'S of 
ground above c Di5 tict Lin". 
On the eut st e wa Mr. and 
Mn1. Jannln's h me, r. w Jcs1g1 
Blair Park. I was given to 
the county by rs. Jannin. 

Then th e r I' v. as Boyle's 
Florist place, a out whc:rci the rk 1' l11rh ftonlrJ 1J.r c1ld H1 ntcr 

1 a• for th<' udt o ~alom 
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J remember thai the S!.lftl' 
Spnn1r Nl\ttuna) .Rank wu 
w 1e ~ The .Ya1ylucL. Sews ia 
1tt presenL W1Ucina and lor­
,f~m •lour and Griat Mill waa 
le. a~ on tM eut "Ide of 
lieorela .Avenue at Sliwo ATe­
lll •. and their otrke and otller 
-aarohouses were on the wat 
aide of Gffrcia Annue, when 
the B 4 0 yards are now. 

f'•• S&or. oa Geersla 

fnatiQlt. cteumr and 1;)le.. 
inc buiJdinc ia located tuda1. 

BINlwaltlSll .. 
Comins down Georcia A•e­

nae to.ant the o'iatrict Une 
OD tAe west aide above Colei­
YiU. Pike wu Juclgto Sawyer's 
place and Ur. Fiddler'• Black­
aauah Shop Rll&r C<ilesville 
Boa4. 

Then were a few at.ores oa 
•Uh aide of Georsia Annae. Tbe next nsidence. nue the 
Dr. fry, the veterinarian. 1'ad present poet otriee sta~da. w~ 
Jua oft'ice and h'*le tMre. Md . &he lt&latial Major Gillt lllair 
P. R. Gannon w ...-.ed into ..... with about 20 roontL It 
.h11 new pl.ee on the east aide wu later O«"Up1ed by apt. 
of tbe annue. He ha•I pre· .Frank L. Hewitt. 
Ylou 17 OCC'Upied one portiu of The Suburban Natfoul Bank, 
HU11ter .Brotlwrs' old fr&nl• -MIW 9ldlllrbu Troat Co .. bad 
etonbouse. bem •&.ed OD tM ,cwthw1!$t 

Dr Edwm Dudley ran a drur comer for two )'Ura, and the 
1to1.. tn Gannon's thoon new 
building. Mr. and Mra. Wood­
son wne Ford dull'rit next 
door, AOuth of the prr~ent fire 
d" pa rb'aent. 

The Are department at that 
tm e consi t• d of on y a co1.1ple 
p cl' of ar •a at 1 • and I think 

110 td tire~ 
1 J~partme t 1 

1rr> .. on ru t. 
the o hl·ast corn 1 of 

I G Ave 
ry t OCCU• 

\. l\ 1 it bury, 
th• Sant· 
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