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The Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad was surveyed in 1979 by Hutchinson & Avery of Sugarloaf Regional Trails, and 
SHA and MHT concurred on the eligibility of the Metropolitan Branch in Montgomery County in October 2000. SHA Bridge No. 
1514800 is a steel through plate girder bridge that was constructed in 1956 as part of SHA's mid-twentieth century bypass of 
Brown's Station Road and the creation of MD 124. It is a one-span steel structure that carries both CSXT and MARC trains 
between Washington, DC and Point of Rocks, MD. The original B&O Railroad Metropolitan Branch bridges were masonry or 
truss examples. Between 1901 and 1908, the B&O began to construct girder bridges on its main and branch lines. The bridge 
technology developed at the beginning of the twentieth century by the B&O has continued in use along the Metropolitan Branch. 

SHA Bridge No. 1514800 has one span crossing MD 124 and the CSX Transportation has two tracks on the bridge. The 
abutments are constructed in the stepped or art moderne style of earlier bridges. It is an example of a through girder bridge, which 
became one of the standard designs of B&O Railroad bridges after 1908. The original bridge plans show that the B&O requested a 
disc with the corporate logo indicating the rail line, but no such sign is affixed to either exterior parapet of Bridge No. 1514800. It 
is painted green, which is a typical color for railroad bridges, although the bottom of the girder displays rust. 
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SHA constructed MD 124 beginning in 1954. The railroad tracks were at grade until SHA constructed the new highway, and a 
^bridge was constructed to accommodate both the highway traffic and the railroad. However, by the mid-1950s, the railroad was 
beginning to fail. In 1961 it merged with the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad and then in the early 1980s became a part of the CSX 
Transportation system. 

SHA Bridge No. 1514800 does not reflect the importance of the B&O Metropolitan Branch to Montgomery County because it was 
built after the B&O's period of significance, which dates from 1866 to 1873 and again from 1900 to 1928. SHA made the former 
county road a highway and realigned it to pass over 1-270. That required that the bridge be built where the tracks had formerly 
been at grade. When the railroad was constructed in the late nineteenth century, Montgomery County's small villages increased in 
population as city dwellers bought land and built houses to use during vacations and local farmers sent produce and milk to 
Washington for sale in the local markets. Although Gaithersburg benefited from the railroad's original construction, by the mid-
1950s its importance had been superseded by new highways and the growing use of automobiles and trucks to carry produce to city 
markets. 

Based on the foregoing discussion, SHA Bridge No. 1514800 is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places as a contributing resource to the B&O Railroad Metropolitan Branch because it is an example of a mid-twentieth century 
railroad bridge. The B&O Metropolitan Branch has a period of significance from 1866 to 1873 and from 1901 to 1928 and the 
bridge was constructed after the period of significance ended. Furthermore, SHA Bridge No. 1514800 does not reflect the 
importance of the B&O Metropolitan Branch's construction to Montgomery County, (Criterion A - events), no person of local, 
state or national importance is associated with it (Criterion B - people), it is a standard design for railroad bridges and does not 
exemplify important engineering characteristics (Criterion C - architecture and engineering), while Criterion D was not 
investigated as part of this study. 
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