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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

A
i F AL-1V-A-014
Fon“lJ-SOO UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
m.» 72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
. COUNTY:
7 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Allegany
' ENTRY DATK
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)
11 NAME L o
COMMON:
Allegany County League for Crippled Children
AND/OR HISTORIC!
Bell Tower (Bell Tower Building)
{2._LOCATION
STREET ANG NUMBER!
Southwest corner of Bedford and Liberty Streets
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Cumberland Sixth
STATE CODE [COUNTY: cooe
Marylgnd 24 Allegany 001
{3. CLASSIFICATION ' Pl E .
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
[ Distrier X Building [ Public Public Acquisition: X Oceupied Yes:
O site [ Structure [(CJ Private [ In Process ] Unoceupied C1 Restricred
] Objeet ] Both [] Being Considered [] Preservation work LX Untestricred
. in progress 0 Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
1 Agricultural X3 Government [ Pork O Transportation [0 Comments
O Commercial O Industrial ] Privote Residence ] Other (Specilty) e e
[ Educational O Military {3 Religious Crippled children's _ _
{0 Entertainment {3 Museum O Scientific ¢linic
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY '

OWNER'S N AME:

“Tha YiNnobl X =
Mayor and City Council of Cumberland garyland

T Tonlon (Moo Y13Y

STREET AND NUMBER:

City Hall

CITY OR TOWN:
Cumberland

STATE:

2N\ SO Maryland

“ObF

24

Ls.. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

-

PUBT AIB

3iVisS

Hall of Records

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

St.

John's College Campus

CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis

STATE

cobe

Maryland

24

Auedar1v

TALNNOD

[§ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Maryland Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks

DATE OF SURVEY:

1971

{7] Federal

XX State

{3 County [ Locel

2525 Riva Road

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

94 College Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis

STATE:

Maryland

CODE

24
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DESCRIPTION
{Check One)
CONDITION _E]_ Excellent _.9._(‘12"_ K](_Eir {71 Deteriorated (] Ruins 7] Unexpesed
) (Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered XX Unaltered {1 Moved NR Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known) FHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bell Tower Building, occupied by the Allegany County League for
Crippled Children, is located on the southwest corner of Bedford and
Liberty Streets, Cumberland, Maryland. The entrance door is in the

south facade.

The exterior of the Bell Tower, with the possible exception of the
entrance door and the projecting porch above it, appears to have re-
mained substantially unchanged since its erection (the date on the
wall says "1876" while Allegany County records indicate that the

building was built in the 1880's) thus retaining its original appearance--

that of a small, solid, "General Grant" period structure. Approximately
square, with ten brackets along each side of the main cornice, this

two story brick building has tall double windows, simple molded lintels
decorated with a scroll-saw motif shaped as a crude swag or festoon.
The north side fenestration is identical and symmetrical, while the
east facade with evenly spaced windows is not identical. A simple
cornice, supported by large decorative brackets, projects some distance
from the main roof, which, in turn, is a squat version of a Second
Empire Revival roof. In the center of the metal roof is a square,
wooden bell tower supported by brackets similar to those on the main
cornice; the tower roof spans an open belfry, now devoid of its bell.

The notable feature of this building is this small wooden tower which
adds an interesting visual element to an already pleasing late nine-
teenth century building, and is one that is part of the public building
complex near City Hall.

” :’ :
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

B SiGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[TJ Pre-Columbian' [T] 16th Century |1 18th Century [71 20th Century
) 15th Century [ 17th Century XX 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) after 1884 before c¢. 1898
AREAS OF‘SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [[] Education {1 Political {21 Urban Planning
[} Prehistoric [} Engineering 7] Religion Phi. X! Other (Specity)
) Historie [ Industry losophy local history
[ Agricuiture [7] tnvention [ ] Science
XX Architecture [7) Landscope {71 Sculpture
O Art Architecture {7} Seeral Human-
OO Commerce (71 Literature itorian
[0 Communications L] Military | ' Theater
(C] Conservation [} Music i i Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was the first separate building used as a police headquarters and
station house (jall) in Cumberland, Maryland.

Important primary source material on this structure comes from the vaults
of the Clerk's Office, City Hall, where the Cumberland City Council
minutes from 1874 have been preserved. On June 30, the council

", ,.moved that a special committee of three be appointed to look out for
site for [a] Police Station...." On July 6 the committee '"...recommended
the purchase of a site for New Police Station a lot belonging to Asuhel
Willison and a part of a lot belonging to the heirs of Jacob Snyder

desc [sic.}..."

The price was unsatisfactory and the Council haggled until the public
petitioned against the old Station ilouse and fire hose company in old
Pioneer Hall citing the nuisance of the sewage. Council ordered in
1882 ", ..to remove Police and Station llouse from Pioneer Hall; and fit
up space in Market House for Police lleadquarters and Station llousec."
The price for a new lot had been too high.

Finally, on February 25, 1884, the order to purchase the Snyder lot was
rescinded and instead the same property, on the corner of Liberty and
Mill (now Bedford), was leased. The Street Superintendent was ordered
to remove the frame and old brick buildings on the Snyder lot.

Some structures were retained, however, for Council ordered the ...
Snyder property to be painted, ...and roof to be painted, not over $40."
And a damaged brick wall of the building was also rebuilt. A news-
paper clipping pasted into the minutes carries the text of the Mayor's
annual report, wherein he states the remaining Snyder building on the
lot can be leased for enough income to pay the property rents. On

May 5, 1884, Council ordered the '"...committee on Police and Station
House to prepare plan for a new station House and ascertain cost.'' On
May 5, 1885, the newspaper clipping has again been faithfully pasted into
the minutes, with Mayor Hopewell Herb's annual statement that lists
among the accounts that the 'new station house, $3,000 levied; $1,605
expended," Mayor tlerb continues; "the new police station house has

been completed and is now ready for occupancy." On January 5, 1885,

the minutes had recorded an order ''to pay Geo. D. Landwehr $1,500 on

his contract for building new station house."

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Recorders:
Trust, April 1971.
Historical Trust, April 1971,

<

William D. Morgan, Field Surveyor, Maryland Historical
Orlando Ridout IV, Director, Maryland

Allegany County Deeds, Administration Accounts, Orphans Court Proceed-

ings, and Patents, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. Liber 85,
folio 120,
l SEL CONTINUATION SIIEET
[ 10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE Pro=erTy |0 DEFINING THu LENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
.\ R LOF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw -] 13 - o ) » o] ’ » o . -
e o v . e . .| | 39 39 10 | 78° 45 49
SE o [ L] (-] . L]
SW o ¢ d 0 ' »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: c. 1/4 acre
I.IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIKS
STATE: CODE | COUNTY cobe
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cope
 {sraTe: CODE | COUNTY: cobe
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

X

. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register

OQRGANIZATION

Maryland Historical Trust

DATE

May 13, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER: r'}

2525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis

STATE CODE

Maryland 24

. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
esvaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State [] Local X3¥

Name C\/ donn o [ Lo d1v

Orlando Ridout IV

Title State Liaison Officer

for Maryland

Date May 14, 1971

i

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

SNSRI S . 3

i

GPO 931.894
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‘ Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
July 1969) A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mary Land
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |[counTy
Allegany
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPE USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY numasn e

(Number ail omrlc;)

N Allegany County League for Crippled Children

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

The square, brick structure served as police headquarters and jail from
its completion in the late 1880's until 1936. At that time the police
department moved into its 1971 location--the 1902 U. S. Courthouse and

* Post Office--purchased by the City of Cumberland in 1934 after the Federal
government abandoned it for larger quarters. The old police headquarters
building stood vacant from 1936 until 1941 when the Allegany County League
for Crippled Children, established in 1934 as a local branch of the Mary-
land League for Crippled Children (founded in Baltimore in 1927), began
using the building as a clinic.

The site on which this building stands is part of Lot #277, one of the
original town lots dating from the formal founding of Cumberland in 1805.
Lot #277 as well as most of Cumberland east of Wills Creek initially com-
prised Walnut Bottom, a five hundred acre tract patented in 1756 to George
Mason (1725-1792), an author of the Bill ,of Rights.

In the second half of the nineteenth century Thomas Jefferson McKaig, a
lawyer for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and a state politician, owned
this lot. 1In 1861, in a futile effort to preserve the Union, McKaig
traveled to Montgomery, Alabama, hoping to dissuade Jefferson Davis from
forming the Confederate States of America, organized in February 1861 as
government in rebellion against the United States.

The last private owner of Lot #277, Jacob Humbird, made his fortune as a
railroad contractor. During the 1850's his company laid the Baltimore

and Ohio tracks over the Allegany Mountains. Humbird served as Mayor

of Cumberland during the early ncgotiations for the purchase of a site for
a new police headquarters. Humbird, having purchased Lot #277 in 1883,
leased it in 1884 to the City of Cumberland with the stipulation that with-
in two years the city would build a "good and substantial' structure on
the property. As of 1883, when Humbird acquired the land, two, two-

story brick houses stood on the lot. On December’'l, 1898, Humbird's

heirs conveyed this property to the city following a provision written
into the original lease.

After receiving the lease of Lot #277 the city continued to use Pioneer
llall as police headquarters. By the middle of May 1885 the new police
station had been built on the then leased lot. Although a map of 1898 of
Cumberland indicates only the police headquarters on the lot, the city had
previously rented the already existing structures on Lot #277 which in
turn helped to pay their rent to Humbird.

(one of two continuation sheets) uvPu 921.724
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEP AT
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ol _3.;?{.';-01/ MARYLAND
NAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SDRIPLE
NATIONAL ALLEGANY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) SETRV mRES S
[ NAME — EBell Tower ( Leapue for Crippled Children)
COMMON ¢ Lesgue for CI‘iD‘DlEd Children
ano/or misToric:  Bel] Tower - Police Station & Jsil - 1st
[2. LOCATION. e L
STREET AND NUM BER:
Cor. North Liberty at Bedford Streets
CITY OR TOWN:
Cumberland, Marvland
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Marylsnd __ 21508 Allegany 2150
{3. MAP REFERENCE Sy L
SOURCE:
1910 Meap
CALE:

|DATE:

|4. REQUIREMENTS

2. North arrow.

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUNBES olids
l"'.: NME
COMMON:: 3 n (
[snc/ormistoric: Bell Tower - Police Station % 1lst Jail -1st,
[2. LOCATION ' _
STREET AND NUMBER:
Cor. North Liberty at Bedford Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Curmberland
STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
Merylend °1502] Allegeny 1502

[3. PHOTO REFERENCE

FHOTO CREDIT:

Triplett's Studio

DATE OF PHOTO!

Nov., 1970

MNEGATIVE FILED AT:

Triplett's Studile

[4. IDENTIFICATION

Bell Tow

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

er Billding faces East - Front view of plcture
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

i P\L—K—P\-D\ﬁ: ] N. R. FIELD SHEET #{_—:—9—5—"
Form 10-300 UNT TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR é—as-ememﬁ""&

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ¢ Maryland
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Allegany
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM R R ORy
I ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
COMMOMN:
BELL TOWER (LEAGUE FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN)
AND/OR HISTORIC:
BEI_L TOWER (Police Station)-FFRST City Jail & Statien
{2 tocation .
ETREET AND NUMBER:
N. ILiberty at Bedferd St.
CITY OR TOWN:
Cumberland
T coDE |COUNTY: cope
__| Marylend _ 21504 Allegany 21504
3. CLASSI FICATION & ¢
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) SNEERSHIF STATES TO THE PUBLIC
District [] Building [} Public & | Public Acquisition: Occupied (X Yes:
Site [ Structure [7] |Private O In Process [ |Unoccupied []| Restricted %
. Both ([ Being Considered [ |Preservati k Unrestricted
Object [] in pfu:r:::o' | No: O
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural El Government ] Park 3 Transportation ] Comments 1
Cammercial El Industrial (| Private Residence (| Other (Specify) (]
Educational = Military ()} Religious (|
Entertainment [_] Museum O Scientific [5 chari table
[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
oWN EF!S MNAME:
City eof Cumberland Taxpayers
STREET AND NUMBE
ity Square . Centre, Bedford, Frederick & Liberty
CiITY OR TQ‘WN: STATE: CODE ?'
Cumberland Maryland 2150 >
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION i 3“3" e
COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
legany Goeunty Ceurthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
Washington Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 8
Cumberland Meryland 21508 ¢
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Ga# acre :
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS :
‘|‘|‘I'LE OF SURVEY:
1785-Town ipg%ev Lot 277
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal [ ] State [} County [ ] Local [5% 2
CEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: =4 [
2|92
Allegany County Coeurtheuse zd 3
STREET AND NUMBER: E ]
Washington Street 305
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 2 im
o
| Cumberland 2150 |3 (=
4=




HRNDETIIN Excellent |ﬁ Good [] Faoir ] Deteriorated [] Ruins [] Unexposed []

(Check One) (Check One)

INTEGRITY Altered [] Unaltered [] Moved [7] Original Site [3*

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Texpayers plessed with appearance and well-kept conditien.

Definitely NOT SLUMS as Urban Renewal sere supposed to be
destroying. Petitlons asking that they be saved were ignored.

Only bullding eof it's architecture in this area.

13
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INSTRUCTIONS

ShEE

N. R. FIELD SHEET =~ ° AL-TL-R-014""

L R

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [] 18th Century 5 20th Century []
15th Century  [] 17th Century [] 19th Century [}

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFIcANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education |4 | Palitical O Urban Planning Cl
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) |
Historic Hl Industry [ losophy (|

Agriculture O Invention [ | Science @

Art O Landscape Sculpture 0

Commerce (] Architecture [ Social/Human- Charitabhlas

Communications [ ] Literature [ad itarian g Sarvicas

Conservation [ | Military [T} Theater O

Music || Transportation [ ]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Pertinent to local history.
Bell used for city emergency (eny and all kind)

Original site eof Feoter's Dye Works which becsme world
Renowned, servicing Royslty of Europe in their plant.

Bell used by Volunteer Firemen of the Pioneer Hose Company
locsted next door. *
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AJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

N. R. FIELD SHEET

AL-TE-R-01Y

1878--Lewdermilk History, p.

Plat Book 40, pages 631,632,633,
Liber E Follio 108-Allegany County Court Records.

284,

Log House built about 1794 still in use on let 277-
« 01873 Directorv bv Will Lowdermilk.
1885-City Directery shows site as lst. CumberlandJail

1898,Dec .31-City received final deed 189¢-Liber 85,Folle 120

10

. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

i

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW (-] . - -] ] L o v - o L4 L]
NE o . - o L -
SE o . - o ] -
SW -] " " -] " -
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | counTY é CODE
STATE: ~;\</ CODE | CouNTY: % CODE
A <
STATE: Kj\ + CODE | COUNTY: \\j CODE
N e
STATE: \‘\ CODE | COUNTY: L CODE
 PORMPREPAREDRY . = oo oo bl
NAME AND TITLE: i
Helen E. Hinkle, Chairmen. Hazel G. Hensrote,Ce-chairman,
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany Gounty Committee of Md. Historical Trupt. 3/20/71
STREET AND NUMBER:
519 Hill Top Drive
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Cumberland Marvyland

12

. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

~ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

= loU}

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

National [7] State [] Local [7]
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date
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