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The Beall-Dawson llouse, Rockville, is located on the north
side of Montgomery Street at the junction of Montgomery Street
and West Middle Lanc.
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This is a large Federal housc, well constructed and
typical of Montgomoery County brick houscs of the carly nine-
teenth century. The house is composed of three block tele-
scope plan.

The main block of the house is three bays wide and threce
bays deep. It is two-and-a-half storics in height with a
moderately pitched "A" roof. The front (south) of the house
is laid in Flemish bond with a very smooth brick mortared
with good grapevine joints. The sides, rear (north) and wing
are of rougher brick laid in common bond.

All the windows have flat brick arches on the main housc;
the first story windows have twelve-over-twelve sashes while
those on the second floor are twelve over eight. The windows
are unusually large and wide for a house of this period.

The narrow six-panel front door has a rectangular, three-
o pane transom.

‘ A chimney is enclosed in cach end wall of the house. The
! gable end walls rise higher than the roof making a roof cur-
tain with squared brick corbels at the south and north,

? A three-string brick cornice with the middle row of bricks
laid in a diagonal decorates the roofline.

A large stair hall window between the floors is on the
north facade of the house.

The interior of the main block has an entrance hall along
the east wall. A large arch with radial pilasters of rope
, molding and small acanthus leaf molding divides the hall.
Rising from the north end is a delicate staircase.

Fan and medallion-style carving define the chair rail

| throughout the main scction; the plaster acanthus lecaf cornice
' of the hall is repeated only in the parlor. An Adam mantel hds

fluted Ionic colonettes, swags, pincapples, medallions, dol-

phins and acanthus lecaves. Marble surrounds the fireplace.

The doors have six pancls and applied molding. The
window and door jambs and the arca bencath the 'recessed win-
T dows are pancled.

- SEE CONTINUATION SHEET .
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t The two-and-one-half story middle section is brick, four
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Beall—Dawson House
————22¥50n House

#7, DESCRIPTIION continued

bays long on the south facade, There are
north, A large brick arch filled wijth frame work and a door
after jits construction is located in the two bays nearest. the
main section. The middle section repeats the archj

features of the main block_although it is smaller in
being only one room deep.

two windows on the

The third section of the "telescope" is g twentieth~

5 century frame, ohe-story wing in keeping with the style of the
o rest of the building.

?; The two wings are used as a residence for the curator,

3 |

g ' North of the Beall-bDawson House standg a small, brick out~
2 building which Was probably a smoke house.

The Montgomery County Historical Society plang (1972) to
uUse the garage as 3 museum,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANG L

The Beall-Dawson House is the extant architectural re-
minder of the heritage of the carly history of Rockville as
@ town. The village has experienced extensive growth, urban-
ization and density since World War IT which resulted in a
disregard for the early history of Rockville as an architec-
tural community. The house is one of only a few structures
still standing significant to the heritage of the ares.

The house serves the community as the headquarters of
the Montgomery County listorical Society which maintains a
library and exhibit in the building. The Society opens the
Beall-Dawson louse in the afternoons from Tuesday through
Saturday.

In 1815 Upton Beall, one of the first Clerks of the
Montgomery County Court, built the Beall-Dawson House.
Beall and his father were among the most prominent citizens
in the first year of the county's history. He was a member
of the Scottish family that came to Maryland in the sceven-
teenth century and settled throughout western Maryland. Two
twentieth-century United States Scnators from Maryland have -
borne the name Beall.

According to tradition, the Marquis de Lafayette visited
the Beall-Dawson House during his 1824 tour of the United
States,

The house remained in the hands of the descendants of
Upton Beall until the twentieth century. In 1965 the City
of Rockville with the Montgomery County Historical Society
purchased the house to be used as the Society's headquarters,
The latter organization gave the legal title in its entirety
to the municipality. The City's support of the preservation
of this house is noteworthy.
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Beall-Dawson House

103 West Montgomery Avenue (MD 28)
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Beall-Dawson House

103 West Montgomery Avenue (MD 28)
Rockyville Quadrangle
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