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St. Luke's Church 
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St. Luke's Church · 
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217 North Carey Street 
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0 Site 0 Structure [X Private 
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0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 
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Vestry of St. Luke's Parish 
STREET ANO NUM8ER; 

217 North Carey Street 
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STATUS 
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0 Unoccupied 
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in progress 

0 T ransportot; on 
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~Good 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

.. 
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0 Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Detetioroted 0 Ruin• 0 Uneapoaed 

(Check One) 

B-1«> 

0 Altered Qt Unoltered I [1 Moved :t:J Original Site 

DESCA19E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAi.. ( 11 •nown) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

St. · Luke's Church at 217 North Carey Street is located just 
above the northeast corner of Franklin Sauare, Baltimore, 
Maryland. · 

St. Luke's is a Gothic Revival Church designed.following the 
dictates of the Ecclesiological Society,l who maintained that 
ecclesiastical architecture follow the example of l~nqlish 
medieyal building principles. Although not as perfect an 
"English county parish church" as other Maryland churches of 
the same period, especially St. Mary's Church, Emmorton, St. 
Luke's embodies many of the characteristics demanded by the 
ecclesiologists . 

Following Gothic precedents, St. Luke's is comprised of a tall 
nave, flanked by side aisles below a clerestory. At the -south -· 
w.est ·corner, there is a crenelated tower with lancet windows. 
(The present spindly spire does not relate to Gothic Revival 
architecture). The chancel, properly, is located at the east 
end of the church and is a distinct unit. The separation is 
expressed by the smaller size of the chancel in comparison 
with the nave. St. Luke's has two transepts, although the 
north one was expanded after the completion of the chuYch ana 
is too large for strict ecclesiological principles. The 
majority of the windows are lancet-shaped in the fourteenth 
century English Gothic tradition. Rose windows exist ct the 
west end of the nave and along the clerestory . The clerestory 
windows have stone quatrefoil tracery . 

All the corners are buttressed, as are the aisles. 

The interior of St. Luke's embodies the High Church principles 
of the ecclesiologists. The sta.tions of the cross and the 

-religious statues are two examples. _Jhe rood screen located 
at the entrance to the chancel separates the congregation frc ::. 
th.e celebration of the sacraments, following ecclesiolosica l 
demands . 

1see Phoebe B . Stanton, .'l'hc Gottii c ;·(e·.ri val ana l'lr.•)rican 
Church Architecture: An Episode i ·n Taste lP.40'-1856 (Baltim0rc , 
1968 ) . 
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f'~ ~'SIGNJ.FICANC.E . .. • . 

PERIOO (Checlc One or More ee Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columblon : 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

l)l 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISI (lfAppllc•ble •ndKnown) c. 1851-c. 1867 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor lginol 0 Eclucotion 0 Political 

0 Ptehi 1toric 0 Engin .. ring Kl Religion/Phi • . 

D H istoric 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agricultu,. 0 ln•ention 0 Science 

£] Architecture 0 Lonclscope 0 Sculpture 

n Art Archltectur• n Soc 10 l/Hu1non· 

0 Commerce [J Literoture itorfon 

0 Communicotions 0 Militory 0 Theoter 

0 Conaerwotion 
. 

0 Mu5 iC 0 Transportotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

B-100 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonning 

0 Oti..r (Specify) 

. 

The largest Episcopal church in Baltimore at its completion, 
St. Luke's is a landmark in the early nineteenth centurv 
American Gothic Revival. The extant church is the work of 
J. W. Priest , an important American architect.l 

St . Luke ' s Church was completed too late to have been an in-
novational church in the ante-bellurn phase of the Gothic 
Revival. Its i mportance ~ies in the fact that it eTTl.bodies 
many of the architectural characteristics of t he ecclesiolo­
gical movement and as the work of J. W. Priest . 

Historically , the construction of St. Luke ' s is 
because so many architects were involved in it : 
Long, Jr., John Notman , Frank Wi lls, the firm of 
Neilson, and finally, J. W. Priest . 

of interest 
Robert Cary 
Hiernsee onri 

Priest holds a prominent place i n architectural history beca'..ls <? 
of his buildings, his architectural writings and his associc­
tion with the foundation of the American Institute of ~rchi­
tects. Between 1849 and 1850 , Priest wrote three artjclcs 
which refined the ecclesiological approach to architecture fer 
the I~ew fork Ecciesioloaist, a journal preoccl,!,9iec -v~i th th e 
Gothic style and ecclesiastical architecture. Ecclesio l ogists 
both in England and in Anerica held that proper Christian 
worship could take place only in a Gothic church . Ne w 
churches , they maintained, should be constructed followinc; a .s 
closely as possible medieval precdents . Priest ' s articles 
developed this theory. His buildings, along . with thos e of 
Frank Wills, Richard Upjohn and John Notman, embodied these 
ideas in stone and wood. These sa~e men inf luencea the aevel­
opment of American architecture as the founders of th~ American 
Institute of Architects (1857). 

St. Luke ' s Parish was founded in 1847. Althqu~h St . Luk e ' s 
Church was not complete ly finished fe r twenty vcars, th 0 vc~try 
began immedi ately to plan a church . The firs t architect thC"y 
contacted was Robe rt Cary Long, Jr., who had designed two 
Gothic Revival churches in Baltimore, the F ranklin Street Pr~s­
byterian Church and St . Alphonsus ' Church. Long presentBc~ 

- see c ontinuation sheet-

---
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

B-100 
STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Baltimore Citv 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E NTR Y NUMBER I DATE 

I 

drawings, but the vestry could not decide whether or not to 
a ccept them. In 1849, they opened negotiations with John 
Notman of Philadelphia, who, in 1850, designed Emmanuel Church, 
Cumberland, Maryland . Notman submitted drawings for a church; 
once mo"re, the vestry could not reach a decision • 

In 1851, still without an architect, St. Luke ' s Parish corres­
ponded with Frank Wills, another Gothic Revival architect. 
When the negotiations with Wil l s fell through, the vestry 
selected the Baltimore firm of Niernsee and Neilson. 

On November -1, 1 851, the cornerstone was l aid . . The first ser­
v ices were held in the uncompleted chur~h in November 1853. 
Soon thereafter structural flaws in the buildina and an insuf­
ficient heating sys tern led the . rector, Reverend- Charles \\I . 
Rankin , to contact J. W. Priest . 

Arriving in 1857 , Priest found St . Luke·• s awkwardly desiqneCI 
and structurally inade~uate. He corrected the deficiencies, 
repairing the plastering , th e insulation, the floors and the 
roof . He lengthened the nave which had been badly prooortione6 . 
He added th e chancel and the chancel aisles , as well as the 
south porch at the east end of the n ave . He also advocate~ a 
gallery at the west end . The present appearance of St. Luk P ' s 
is due to Priest ' s work on the church . 

lThe information given here on St. Luke's Church and 
the Gothic Revival comes from Ph oebe ~~ Stanton's The ~othic 
Revival and American Church Architecture : An Episode in Tas te 
(Baltimore, 1968) , with the permission of the author. In 
addition , Dr . Stanton graciously made her notes for the book 
available for the preparation o f this National Register form . 

9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 

The Johns Hopkins Press, 1968) . 

Stanton, Phoebe B. Notes on St. ·Luke's Church , princioally 
vestry recor.~s , Baltimore, Maryland. 

I 
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(Type all entries - attuch to or enclose with map) 

jl . . NAME 
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C OMM O N : St. Luk e ' s Church 
AN DI OR H ISTOR I C : St . Luke 's Churc h 

12. t.OCATIO~{ : :: . 
STR EE T ANO N U M e ER : 

217 North Care y Street 
C I TY OR TOWN : 

Balti more 
S TATE: I CODE I COUNTY: 

~nr-Mary l and I ~'* I Balti mo r e Citv 
13. MAP RE°FERENCE' .. • •• ·J··~ ·:: .. :· . . ·.· .·. 

S O UR C E : 

USGS 7 . 5 minute map; Baltimore West Quadrang l e 
·-

ISC ALE: 1: 24 000 
D ATE: photorevise d 1966 
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T O SE INCLUOEO ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property brouodories where required. 

2. Nor1h orrow. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BU!LDI NGS SURVEY 

C NTY 
T N 

Baltimore City 
VICINIT'IFranklin Sq. 

INVENTORY 

N 
ST ~~T i:iO· 

~ 20 North Carey Street 
ORIGINAL OWNER Episcopal Church 
ORIGINAL USE church 
PRESENT owNER Episcopal Church 
PRESENT USE church 
WALL CONSTRUCTION stone 
NO. OF STORIES 

2. NAME 
St. Luke ' s Episcopal Church 

DATE OR PERIOD 1847- 53, 1857-58 
STY LE Gothic Revival 
ARCHITECT Niernsee & Nielson, J • 1:l. 
BUILDER Priest 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

A. NOIAllLI fl A1l)lif ~. lll ~ llll·:IC Al ~;IGNll ICANll ANP 111 \C l~IPTION OPfN TO PUflLIC 
ol1l.Y for nervicn11 

Intended as a mission church , Robert Cary Long, Jr. submitted plans 
shortly before his death. In 1849 John Notman submitted plans, follow­
ed by specifications in 1850, but a contract was never arrived at. 
In 1851-53 Niernsee and Nielson of Baltimore built most of the nave 
and part of the to'wer. J . W. Priest, an architect recommended by the 
New York Ecclesiological Society, was hired in 1857 to complete the ~~+. 
church and to corrnct defects in the work of the earlier firm . Priect ? 

died in 1858 and the structure was completed by his partner H.M. Con&don. 
Upon completion St. Luke ' s was the lareest Protestant Episcopal church 
in Baltimore and was noted for its fine stained glass . The altar window 
was by Wailes of Newcastle , but the ma.jori ty of the other windows were 
designed by William Butterfield and constructed by Gibbs of London. 
(Data from Phoebe Stanton The Gothic Revival and American Church Archi­
tecture, Baltimore: 1968).~-

Although built by cever;.i.l architects , St . Luke ' s is a good reprenentation 
of ' accurate ' church architecture ao proposed by the ecclesioloeiets 
and has the characteristic hie;h, narrow nave with lower side aisles 
(pointed nave arcade), deep chansel s~~rated from the crossine by a 
fine rood screen, and a large Ps~o~liGu.la~ Style,....-east.('window; 
ceiling treatment is dark wood beaming, walls are stucco. 

Adjoining Rectory on North Carrollton Street is a tall, stone houoe 
also in English Gothic( f'" Ql- " \0.02. 1 \ ~k, +i-c..1- ..... ~ ~ ~ ob+ ... do--.) 
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