1

NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 10024-0018
(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-800a). Use a typewriter. word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name  Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District

other names B-5144

2. Location

Beg W. Baltimore and Schroeder Sts., S on Schroeder to Lombard; W on Lombard to Carey, S L
street & number 1o Pratt; E on Pratt to Hayes; N to Hollins, E to MLK; NW_to Booth, N to Baltimore; Wtobeg  [_]  not for publication

city or town  Baltimore [J  vicinity

state Maryland code MD  county Independent City code 510  zipcode 21223

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this BJ nomination []
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [ meets [] does
not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [] nationally [] statewide [ locally. ([
See continuation sheet for additional comments).

(Wk__ (-7-07

Sign%ﬂ? certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ({_] See continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby, certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[ entered in the National Register.
[ See continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the National
Register.

[ See continuation sheet.
[] Determined not eligible for the National

Register.
[0 removed from the National Register,

(1 other (explain):
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Name of Property

Baltimore (independent city), Maryland

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private [J building(s)

[0 public-local X district

[(J public-State [0 site

(] public-Federal ] structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
490 21 buildings
sites
structures
objects
490 21 Total

number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

2 (St. Peter the Apostle Church; Lion Bros. Bldg.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling (rowhouse)

Religion: church

Religion: church-related residence

Commerce/trade: store

Industry: manufacturing facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

residential

Religion: church

Religion: church-related residence

Commerce/trade: stores and restaurants

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Early Republic - Late Federal

Mid-19" Century — Greek Revival

Late Victorian — Italianate

Late 19" and early 20" Revival - Classical

Late 19" and early 20" - Commercial Style

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone, brick, concrete
walls Brick, stucco, stone
roof Slate, shingles, asphalt, metal

other Marble, terra cotta, tile, stained glass

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Baltimore (independent city), Maryland

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history.

[J B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

<] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents

the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction.

[ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

[0 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[0 B removed from its original location.

[J € abirthplace or grave.

[0 D acemetery.

[0 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[J F acommemorative property.

[0 G lessthan 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

architecture

community planning

social/humanitarian

transportation

Period of Significance

1835-1945

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Multiple known and unknown (see text)

Robert Cary Long, Jr. (St. Peter the Apostle Church, 1843)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):

O

preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

O 0O0O00

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository:

Enoch Pratt Free Library; Baltimore City Land Records

XOXOOO
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 50 acres Baltimore West USGS quad

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1| e b b el L b b b

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2iLF !JJII‘JJII"lJ!‘JIJJ r]JJ!

K See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Mary Ellen Hayward

Organization M.E. Hayward & Associates date 1/25/08
street & number 11408 Mays Chapel Road telephone (410) 252-3662
city or town  Lutherville state Maryland zip code 21093

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

name Multiple private owners (more than 50)

street & number telephone

city or town state zZip code

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description Summary:

The Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District is a primarily residential area located directly north of the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad’s Mount Clare yard and shops on W. Pratt Street in Baltimore, Maryland. The area
began to be developed soon after the railroad began its car building operations at Mount Clare in the mid-1830s.
The district is characterized by a variety of rowhouse forms typical of Baltimore during the period. The
majority of the houses in the central portion of the Historic District are modest in scale and were built in the
1840s and early 1850s to accommodate the influx of railroad workers in the area, many of whom were recent
immigrants from both Ireland and Germany. The northeastern section of the district, facing Hollins Street, is
entirely different, being characterized by large, stylish three-story houses in both the Greek Revival and
[talianate styles, built between the 1850s and the early 1890s for an upwardly mobile middle class composed of
local business owners and professionals. This area is also important because it became the center of
Baltimore’s immigrant Lithuanian community in the early years of the twentieth century.

General Description:

The Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District developed soon after the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, the
nation’s first successful commercial rail line, established its first passenger terminal and car shops in west
Baltimore along West Pratt Street in the early 1830s. The land in the area had been part of the eighteenth
century estate, Mount Clare, created on the northwest branch of the Patapsco River by Charles Carroll,
Barrister, who also maintained a town house in Annapolis. In 1828, when the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
Company was formed, with the goal of laying a railroad line to the Ohio River, surveyors determined that the
first section of track should follow a course along the Gwynn’s Falls Valley to the mill town Ellicott City.
Carroll’s nephew, James Carroll, offered the company land running south from West Pratt Street to the shores
of the northwest branch of the river. Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the last living signer of the Declaration of
Independence (and James Carroll’s distant cousin), laid the first stone for the new railroad at a point on the
Gwynn’s Falls on July 4, 1828.

The first twenty-six miles of track were open to Ellicott’s Mills by May, 1830, inaugurating the first
regular railroad service, via horse-drawn cars, in the United States. That spring and summer New York
inventor Peter Cooper built an experimental engine in Baltimore, nick-named the “Tom Thumb,” and raced it
against a horse-drawn car to great popular delight. Railroad directors soon accepted the fact that the future of
their enterprise lay with the locomotive, not the horse, and in early 1831 sponsored a competition with a $4,000
vrize going to the best locomotive developed to haul heavy loads over the rails. An inventor named Phineas

Javis from York, Pennsylvania won, with his prototype York engine and soon had a contract to begin building
similar locomotives at the new Mount Clare yards established on W. Pratt Street. The same year another
engineer, Ross Winans, invented the first long passenger coach, with an innovative double set of four wheels
each so that the car could easily go around curves. Winans was also hired by the B&O to build cars at the
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Mount Clare yards. By December, 1831, the road had been completed to Frederick. A branch line running
between Relay and Washington, D.C. opened in 1835, and a year later the road builders reached Harpers Ferry.'

When the fledgling engine and car shops opened along Pratt Street in the early 1830s, the men working
there had to travel from the developed parts of Baltimore east of Fremont Street. Many lived in the area north
of Old St. Paul’s graveyard and south of the new Lexington Market, west of Greene Street. The first housing
erected in this southern portion of west Baltimore went up on Hollins Street, near Schroeder in the mid-1830s.
The land was mostly owned by the joint grandchildren of John Eager Howard, the Revolutionary War hero and
one of the largest landowners in the city, and James McHenry, Secretary of War under President Washington,
for whom Ft. McHenry was named. McHenry’s country estate, Fayetteville (named after the Marquis de
Lafayette), was located along West Baltimore Street, just west of Fremont, and his family owned much of the
land in the immediate area.

Anna McHenry Boyd, one of the daughters of James McHenry, began to work with local builders to
erect several rows of two-and-a-half-story houses along Hollins and Schroeder streets beginning in 1833.2 Fine
examples of other houses of this type, built in 1839, still exist on the south side of Hollins Street, west of
Schroeder, part of the Union Square National Register District. Only a few blocks north, the struggling poet
Edgar Allan Poe was living with his aunt, Maria Clemm, at this same time in an even smaller two-and-a-half-
story house at 203 N. Amity Street, now open to the public as the Edgar Allan Poe House and Museum. Two-
and-a-half-story houses from this period still survive today on the north side of W. Lombard Street, extending
east from Arlington Street to the mid-block of Amity Street (at 943-49 and 930-50 W. Lombard Street, built by
James Dixon in 1838) in the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District and along the south side of McHenry Street
(a block south of W. Pratt Street), west of Scott Street, in the Pigtown National Register District. So many new
rows of two-and-a-half story houses went up in the immediate neighborhood of the Mount Clare yards that in
1836 the growing community petitioned the city council to open a city market in the area—the Hollins
Market—that is still flourishing.

The late 1830s and 1840s saw tremendous growth of the facilities at the B&O’s Mount Clare yards as
the railroad reached ever further west—to Harpers Ferry in 1836, Cumberland in 1842, and Wheeling in 1853.
In 1835 locomotive builder and inventor Ross Winans took over the Mount Clare engine building shops and

" This detailed information about the building of the railroad, and all subsequent such information, comes from James D. Dilts, The
Great Road: The Building of the Baltimore and Ohio, the Nation's First Railroad, 1828-53 (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press,
1993). See also Herbert H. Harwood, Jr. Impossible Challenge: The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in Maryland (Baltimore: Barnard
Roberts and Co., 1979) and Edward Hungerford, The Story of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 1829-1927 (New York: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1928).

Land development information comes from the Block Book Indexes in the Baltimore City Land Records Office in the Clarence J.
Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse. Individual deed references found in the index can then be accessed on microfilm by their Liber and Folio
number. For the area under discussion, see the indexes for Blocks 219, 220, 236, 237, 238, 249, 250, 252, 252, 253, and 254,
References to Baltimore City Directories for the years in question usually supply the occupations of builders/developers and early
homeowners.
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over the next decade produced a whole new class of locomotives capable of hauling heavier loads, especially
the massive amounts of coal being brought to the port of Baltimore from Western Maryland, after the B&O
reached Cumberland in 1842.

The Mount Clare station house was built in 1851 on the southwest corner of Pratt and Poppleton streets
as an adjunct to the shop expansion going on in preparation for opening the line to Wheeling. Workers finished
the last part of the line to Wheeling by Christmas, 1852 and on New Year’s Day, 1853, the first train on the line
made the 379-mile trip in eighteen hours. Within only a few years, the B&O had linked with two Ohio railroads
to offer passage through to Cincinnati and St. Louis. By this time, the railroad operated 45-50 freight
locomotives. Each day there were three scheduled freight trains to West Virginia—a coal train, a livestock
train, and a train carrying general merchandise. But these trains were not ordinary trains; they were multi-
section convoys, which could include 11 locomotives and 280 cars. Two passenger trains also left each day for
Wheeling, one ran to Frederick, and two to Ellicott’s Mills. By the fall of 1857 the B&O boasted the “largest
fleet of any railroad in America,” with 236 locomotives, 124 passenger cars (many of which were painted
yellow), and 3,668 freight cars.

At the same time the number of both Irish and German immigrants arriving in Baltimore was changing
the face of the city. The Irish potato crop, on which most of the rural population depended for survival, failed in
1845, and again in 1846, and 1847, called “Black ‘47” because of the widespread starvation that year. Without
food or the crops needed to pay the rent, many poor Irish families were evicted from the land their families had
worked for generations. Their only hope was to escape to America, if they had enough money for the passage
or had relatives in the United States who could buy their passage. The B&O Railroad, and other American
companies that needed cheap labor to dig canals or clear land, advertised their job openings in Ireland and the
workers began to come. During the famine years, Baltimore ranked among the five major American ports
attracting Irish immigrants, after Boston and New York, but ahead of Philadelphia and New Orleans.
Additionally, many of the immigrants landing in New York made their way south to Philadelphia and Baltimore
in search of jobs or to join family members.

German immigrants also came. Since the late eighteenth century, Baltimore had attracted German
immigrants and by the 1840s had established German neighborhoods, German-language churches, newspapers,
clubs, and entertainment facilities. As worsening economic conditions and political unrest at home caused more
and more Germans—both rural farmers and members of the urban middle classes—to seek opportunities
elsewhere, the already very German Baltimore seemed like a good place to go. Many German immigrants
arrived as experienced carpenters or fine cabinetmakers and they found jobs building freight and passenger cars.
Trained machinists and other skilled workers helped build and repair steam engines for the locomotives, but
men with lesser skills were also needed— to be apprenticed to experienced workmen, to help in the building
and assembly process, to drive wagons loaded with materials from one part of the yards to another, and to
generally help in transporting goods and materials.
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The B&O shops could not have expanded at the pace they did without other entrepreneurs providing
reasonably-priced housing nearby for the new workers. By the 1840s Baltimore builders had developed a new
form of working-class housing that could be built cheaply and efficiently in rows, but that provided more space
than the old two-and-a-half-story houses. Called “two-story-and-attic houses,” the houses had a low third,
“attic,” story set beneath a low-pitched gable roof in place of the steeply-pitched roof of the older houses, with
their dormer windows and single garret room. Many of the families moving into these houses needed the extra
bedroom space on the third floor since they often shared a house with another family or took in boarders to help
pay expenses.

Many groups of two-story-and-attic houses survive in the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District, all built
in the late 1840s or very early 1850s. In a number of instances, one or more houses in the row later had their
roofs raised to a full three stories and a more fashionable Italianate cornice added; in other cases, only part of a
once-longer row survives. Rows of two-story-and-attic houses can be found at 830-52 W. Pratt Street, 926-34
W. Pratt Street, 1126-44 W. Pratt Street, and 1204-8 W. Pratt Street; 903-19 W. Lombard Street, 1005-15 W.
Lombard Street, 1103-17 W. Lombard Street, and 1211-15 W. Lombard Street; 862-64 Lemmon Street and
902-20 Lemmon Street; 100-12 S. Poppleton Street; and 104-12 and 124-26 Callender Street.

By about 1850, builders providing houses in working-class areas throughout the city began to build full
three-story houses with gable roofs. Often, houses of this type were built at street corners, where the first floor
served as a store or business and the family lived above. One such house survives at the east end of the row of
two-and-a-half-story houses built along the north side of the 900 block of W. Lombard Street in 1838. But as
more and more housing was needed in the area, some of the local builders began to construct whole rows of
three-story, gable-roofed houses, usually in the early 1850s. Such houses survive at 854-62 W. Pratt Street and
1214-20 W. Pratt Street; 908-98 W. Lombard Street and 1217-23 W. Lombard Street; 40-42 S. Poppleton Street
and 101-39 S. Poppleton Street; and 103-15 S. Carey Street. Whereas a new two-story-and-attic house cost
about $600 in 1848, a full three-story house cost $900-$1,000 in 1852.

Builders developed another, smaller house type during these years to meet the increased housing
demand. These were simple two-story, two-bay-wide houses with very low-pitched gable roofs, and many were
built along the narrow, mid-block streets in the historic district in the 1850s. Although these inexpensive
houses have few, if any, decorative features, they can be considered to be in the vernacular late Federal style.
Simple houses of this type were built on side streets at 103-9 Schroeder Street, 104-12 S. Arlington Street, 102-
22 S. Carrollton Street, and on mid-block streets at 932-38 Lemmon Street and 104-12 S. Carlton Street. The
Historic District also contains a few examples of the smallest type of houses built in working-class
neighborhoods in the 1850s--houses that are only the front half of a regular house. “Half-houses” can be seen at
'(07-9 Callender Street and 102-4 and 110-12 Parkin Street.

All of the blocks immediately north of Pratt Street in the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District were
built for a working-class market. Two blocks north and to the east, however, a prosperous area with grand
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Greek Revival houses grew along both the north and south sides of Hollins Street beginning in the mid-to-late
1840s, after the building of St. Peter the Apostle Church. East of the new church lay the large country estate of
the McHenry family, called “Fayetteville,” built in 1803 by Dr. James McHenry. In 1845 only one house
existed in the area, a two-and-a-half story house built by James Dixon on the south side of Hollins Street (825
Hollins) about mid-way between Poppleton and Fremont. In that year the McHenry heirs began selling lots on
the eastern edge of the Fayetteville property (facing Fremont Avenue) to a local builder/entrepreneur named
George Law. Law built an unusual group of small two-story-and-attic houses on both the north side of Hollins
and the west side of Fremont Street, houses built individually or in pairs on wide lots, set back from the street
with front and side yards. The eight houses on Fremont are now gone, but one of this group still survives at 814
Hollins Street. Nearby, 808 Hollins has been enlarged to a full three-story house.

Soon, however, the McHenry heirs and other men who owned the land immediately south of the estate
and St. Peter’s Church saw the opportunity to attract new, prosperous upper-middle-class residents to this area,
sarticularly those individuals who owned or held high positions in the new car manufacturing shops, as well as
the new ironworks opened by the Hayward-Bartlett Company on Pratt Street, east of Scott in 1850. The
landowners and speculators laid out much wider lots (22’ to 25 in width) along the north and south sides of
Hollins Street that ran all the way back to Booth and Boyd streets, respectively. The first large house to be built
seems to be 861 Hollins Street, which went up in 1843. Attorney Nelson Poe purchased the property in 1850
and three years later sold the eastern half of his 50’-wide lot to David L. Bartlett, co-owner of the Hayward-
Bartlett Iron Works, who then built 859 Hollins Street. The house at 865 Hollins was up by 1852, built by
James S. Wilson, a prosperous lumber dealer. Other important three-story, three-bay-wide houses built in the
early 1850s include 826-34 Hollins (on the north side, just east of the entrance to Alexandroffsky), 813, 823,
and 845 Hollins Street (on the south side), and the four houses at 850-56 W. Lombard Street.

These large town mansions assumed the then-fashionable Greek Revival style, with low-pitched gable
roofs, fine pressed brick facades whose windows have splayed brick lintels and stone sills (if not cast-iron
lintels with Greek anthemions), Greek Doric door enframements, tall first floor windows with cast-iron window
baskets, and stylish interior double parlors. The houses are large in scale, with tall ceilings and three-story back
buildings. All the houses built on the north side of Hollins Street are set back from the street and most still have
their original cast-iron decorative front yard fencing. More modest three-story, three-bay-wide Greek Revival
style houses went up on the north and south sides of W. Lombard Street, east of Poppleton Street.

The stylishness and desirability of the neighborhood got a boost in 1851, when Ross Winans’ son
Thomas returned to Baltimore with a fortune made helping Czar Nicholas I build a railroad between St.
Petersburg and Moscow. Winans purchased Fayetteville and immediately hired Baltimore’s most successful

rchitectural firm, Niernsee & Neilson, to design for him a grand Italianate country villa on the property. The
iarge house (an enlargement of the old McHenry mansion) occupied the northwestern corner of the estate, with
the entrance drive leading in from Hollins Street some distance east of St. Peter the Apostle Church. The
grounds became well know for their lavish gardens, conservatory with exotic plants, and statuary-lined walks.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places . “omm=untons 2o Bons 39140
= = ame of Frope
Continuation Sheet e

Baltimore (independent city), Maryland
Section _7 Page_6 County and State

Winans named the estate Alexandroffsky after the town in Russia where their locomotive works were located.
Although Alexandroffsky was in the city, it was laid out like a country estate and occupied much of the land
between Hollins and W. Baltimore streets, east of St. Peter the Apostle Church to Fremont Avenue. An 1857
guidebogk to the city extolled the beauty of the estate and the gardens, noting that it was a residence “fit for a
prince.”

Ross Winans himself moved to the neighborhood in 1854, buying an impressive Greek Revival-style
house that stood on the south side of Hollins Street, just east of Parkin, opposite the entrance to Alexandroffsky.
By 1869, when a “Bird’s-Eye” view of the city was published by E. Sachse & Co., the Winans’ house seems to
have been “improved” by the addition of a “French,” or mansard roof, the latest fashionable style. In 1867 the
hardware merchant Enoch Pratt had done the same thing to his five-bay-wide, Greek Revival-style two-story-
and-attic house built in 1847 on the south side of W. Monument Street, near Mt. Vernon Place. In Sachse’s
Bird’s-Eye View of the City of Baltimore, Thomas Winans’ estate, with its extensive grounds and immense,
towered villa, can also be clearly seen on the north side of Hollins Street.

Although Alexandroffsky introduced the fashionable new Italianate style to West Baltimore, most of the
area within the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District was already built up by the time the style was adopted by
both ordinary residential and speculative builders. A few new three-story, three-bay-wide town houses were
built on Hollins Street in the Italianate style in the 1860s—869, 871, and 873 Hollins Street, followed by 863
Hollins in 1870. These Italianate-style houses built on the south side of Hollins Street match in scale and
quality of materials those being built in the mid-1850s facing Union Square in west Baltimore and Madison
Square in East Baltimore, or along upper Broadway north of Fells Point. In Baltimore at this time speculative
developers were creating parked squares on the outskirts of the central city (carved out of former country
estates), where they built fashionable Italianate houses to appeal to the new, upwardly-mobile middle class who
could afford to live at some distance from their places of business. Although the Hollins Street area did not face
a planned residential square, it did face the vast grounds of the Alexandroffsky estate, and was therefore, a
highly desirable place to live.

Although most of the working-class section of the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District was built up by
the time the Italianate style really came into fashion after the Civil War, and only a few empty lots remained
west of Arlington Street, after fashionable Italianate-style houses went up in the exclusive area of Hollins Street
near Alexandroffsky, local speculative builders followed suit. In 1868 George W. Fisher and his partner Eli H.
Gardner built a row of six three-story, two-bay-wide Italianate-style houses with simple scroll-sawn modillion
cornices on the south side of W. Lombard Street, east of Carrollton, and David Carson erected a row of seven
two-story Italianate houses around the corner on the east side of Carrollton Street, south of Lombard (101-31)

vith almost identical cornices. Similar two-story houses were also built in the next block to the west, at 1226-

* John C. Gobright, The Monumental City, or Baltimore Guide Book (Baltimore, 1858).
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34 W. Pratt Street. Also in 1868, Benjamin Buck built a long row of eleven three-story, two-bay-wide
Italianate houses at 113-33 S. Parkin Street, north of Pratt, that have simple modillion cornices.

The last few rows built in the Historic District went up in the late 1880s and early 1890s. In the
exclusive Hollins Street area, William M. Warfield built a group of ten late-Italianate-style houses in 1888 at
18-36 Parkin Street. Because of their later date, these houses have a different style of cornice, with extra-long
scroll-sawn brackets and elaborate jig-sawn frieze panels. Warfield also built the group of similar houses at
839-43 Hollins Street a few years later. Similarly designed, but less pretentious houses, were built in the same
years on the south side of W. Lombard Street, east of Schroeder (921-49 W. Lombard Street) and at 1008-18 W.
Pratt Street.

Churches

Although the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District originally had three active churches, today only one
of those church buildings survives: St Peter the Apostle, built on the northeast corner of S. Poppleton and
Hollins streets in 1843, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is still actively maintained by
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese, although it just recently closed for regular services.

Schools

In 1855 St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church opened a male school in two adjoining three-story
rowhouses built on the west side of S. Poppleton Street, just opposite the church. The same year Public School
# 10 opened nearby in the same block, on the north side of Hollins Street, east of Schroeder. Fourteen years
later, in 1869, St. Peter’s Female School opened in a building north of the church and east of the Sisters’
convent. Despite the limited size of their buildings, the St. Peter’s Male and Female Schools attracted a large
number of pupils and eventually the Male School added classroom space at the rear of its lot. Finally, in 1917,
a much larger combined Male and Female School opened on the site of the original Male School. Housed in a
large, four-story classical revival building marked by a central pavilion boasting two-story-high stone Doric
columns, the school now serves the local community as a senior housing facility. The old public school has
been rebuilt twice; now the large modern school building and its associated playground occupies all of the land
between S. Schroeder and S. Amity streets, north of Boyd to Booth Street.

Commercial Buildings

When first developed in the 1850s, the south side of W. Baltimore Street, west of Poppleton, was filled
with three-story, gable-roofed houses, many of which probably had first floor store-fronts or businesses. Only
one of these original buildings survives, at 913 W. Baltimore Street. Today most of the buildings on W.
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Baltimore Street have been torn down and only four, at 907-15, still stand. Of these, 907-9 is an early
twentieth century Kresge’s Store, with warehouse behind, with a neo-classical storefront and 911 is a c¢. 1900
neo-classical storefront building. Like the gable-roofed structure at 913 W. Baltimore Street, 915 probably
began as a three-story, three-bay-wide gable-roofed building, but had a shed roof and Italianate cornice added
later.

The Hollins-Roundhouse Historic District has three other commercial buildings, all of which served as
sewing factories in the period when the area had a large Lithuanian population, most of whom worked as tailors,
undoubtedly in these same factories. The (National Register-listed) Lion Bros. Co., on the southeast corner of
Lombard and Poppleton streets, manufactured embroidered emblems, beginning around 1917. Next door, on
the northeast corner of Poppleton and Boyd streets, the Marcus-Farber Co. produced a line of clothing known as
“Jay-Ray Originals” during the same period. These businesses operated in relatively small two and three-story
buildings, but in 1925 the Montgomery Ward Company built a large warehouse and clothing factory on W.

Pratt Street, east of S. Arlington Street. All three of these buildings have the large banks of windows typical of
Commercial-style structures—windows necessary to provide the light needed by the scores of garment workers
inside.

Block-by-Block Descriptions

The following block-by-block descriptions of the historic resources in the Hollins-Roundhouse Historic
District correspond to the block numbers identified on the accompanying map. The block descriptions begin
with Block 219, at the northwest corner of the Historic District (the southeast comer of S. Schroeder and W.
Baltimore streets), and continue east to Martin Luther King Boulevard (Block 220). Then the block
descriptions begin again one block south, at the western edge of the district (at the southeast corner of S,
Schroeder and Hollins Street (Block 236), and then move east to Martin Luther King Boulevard (Blocks 237
and 238). The last group of descriptions begins at the western edge of the district, one block further south at
the southeast corner of S. Carey Street and W. Lombard Street (Block 249), then move east again to Hayes
Street and the western boundary of the Barre Circle National Register District (Blocks 250, 252, 252, 253, and
254).

Block 219

This block runs from W. Baltimore Street south to Hollins Street and east from Arlington Street to
>oppleton Street. The block is bisected by the north-south Amity Street and the east-west Booth Street.
Originally, small houses lined the east side of Schroeder Street, the north side of Hollins Street, the west side of
Poppleton Street, both sides of Booth Street and the west side of Amity Street, north of Booth, while later three-
story Italianate storefront buildings were built along W. Baltimore Street. Public School # 10 was built on the
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north side of Booth Street, a few doors east of Schroeder, in 1855 and enlarged late in the nineteenth century to
extend all the way east to Amity Street. Today, the entire southwestern quarter of the block is occupied by the
non-contributing modern James McHenry Elementary School complex and athletic facilities. The southern
portion of the eastern half of the block is occupied by St. Peter’s School, built in 1917.

The oldest surviving structure in the block is located along the north side of Hollins Street, just east of
Amity Street, at 924 Hollins. It is a two-story-and-attic house that was part of a pair of houses built in the late
1840s. Just east of 924 Hollins, there is a non-contributing one-story garage belonging to the John Cowan
Funeral Home that once was located south of St. Peter’s School.

Four vacant storefront buildings stand on the south side of W. Baltimore Street, west of Poppleton, the
only survivors of a group of similar structures that once lined commercial Baltimore Street. The double two-
story, two-bay-wide storefront at 907-9 has a Classical Revival fagade; the long warehouse-style building
hehind the fagade extends all the way south to Booth Street. The original storefront windows and central door
are boarded over, as are the wide upper windows framed by Doric pilasters. A crown molding supported by
block modillions as well as end and central scroll-sawn modillions sits beneath a parapet roof with a central
plaque bearing the name “Kresge’s.” Next door, the single two-story, three-bay-wide brown brick storefront at
911 W. Baltimore Street has a neoclassical-style sheet metal cornice supported by four long brackets, with a
frieze decorated with swags. Brick projections between the windows imitate the effect of Doric pilasters. The
building had a central door and diagonal storefront windows, now boarded over. The building to the west, 913
W. Baltimore Street, is one of the original three-story, gable-roofed buildings that lined this side of W.
Baltimore Street, although the slope of the gable roof is hidden from the front by a c. 1900 sheet metal cornice.
The building is two bays wide and the window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood sills. A modern
storefront obscures the original first floor openings. The last building, 915 W. Baltimore Street, is three-story,
three-bay-wide (17°8”) storefront with shed roof and sheet metal cornice framed by end brackets and decorated
with dentils. Window openings also have splayed brick lintels, indicating a building date before the Civil War.
The three latter buildings are of normal depth, each having a two-story back building.

A row of small, economically-built three-story, two-bay-wide Italianate houses survives at 3-13 S.
Schroeder Street, north of Booth Street, though they are currently vacant. The houses are only one room (two
bays deep) with a one-story back building. Windows have segmentally-arched lintels made up of a double row
of header bricks. Built after 1892, the houses have narrow sheet metal dentil cornices but they are set about a
foot below the roofline.

The entire northwest corner of Hollins and S. Poppleton streets, running north to Booth Street, is today
yecupied by the large four-story St. Peter’s School, built in 1917 and bearing the address 16 S. Poppleton Street.
St. Peter’s first opened a school for male students on the site in 1855, located in two adjoining three-story, two-
bay-wide (14’3”) rowhouses that were part of a row that extended north to Booth Street. The Female School
was located within the church grounds and is included as a part of the National Register site. The three houses



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places H°“i“S'R°““‘:‘°““ Hfi;“"'“ Dtist““ (3K
. - ame o roper
Continuation Sheet B

Baltimore (independent city), Maryland

Section _7 Page _10 County and State

to the north of the school, at 16-20 S. Poppleton Street, were later razed to make way for the construction of the
new, much larger school. The Classical Revival-style 1917 school building is constructed of brown brick with
light stone trim. It is nine bays wide on Poppleton Street and ten bays deep along Booth Street.

The building sits on a very high basement (actually the ground floor) with the wide entrance located in
the center of the Poppleton Street facade. The first floor is set off from the two floors above by corner pilasters
and decorative brick bands. Two-story tall brick pilasters frame the third and fourth floor windows, which are
filled with 8/8 sash. The main facade is distinguished by a projecting central pavillion with four fluted two-
story-tall sandstone columns in antis on the third and fourth floors. The columns support a low-pitched
triangular pediment with a deep frieze area that extends around both sides of the building. A decorative Greek
Key band decorates the facade at the base of the columns. The tall, double entry doors are set beneath a flat
stone pediment with a deep frieze, on which the name “St. Peter’s School” is carved. On the front of the
building, decorative metal plaques fill the space between the third and fourth floor windows. Today the
Huilding serves as a residential center for area seniors. North of Booth Street, a single three-story, two-bay-
wide house still stands at 6 S. Poppleton, one of a row of five original three-story, gable-roofed houses that
extended south to Booth Street, built in the early 1850s. This house later had its roof raised and an Italianate
cornice added, but the ghost of the original gable roof of the adjoining house can still clearly be seen on its
south facade.

Block 220

This very large block runs south of W. Baltimore to Hollins Street, between Poppleton and Fremont
streets (now Martin Luther King Boulevard). St. Peter the Apostle Church, built in 1843 on the northeast corner
of Hollins and S. Poppleton streets, and its associated rectory, convent and early school building occupies that
portion of the block that lies east of Poppleton Street and west of Callender Street, south of Booth Street. The
entire church complex is already listed on the National Register. The rest of the block east of narrow Callender
Street once belonged to Thomas Winans and was the site of his grand estate Alexandroffsky, built in 1850 and
demolished in 1928. The estate was known for its elegant and extensive gardens, which were open to the
public. That portion of the block facing W. Baltimore Street, east of Poppleton and west of Callender, was
once lined with late nineteenth century three-story store-front buildings, none of which survives.

St. Peter the Apostle Church occupies a commanding position on the northeast corner of S. Poppleton
and Hollins streets. The temple-front Greek Revival-style building was designed by Robert Cary Long, Jr., in
1842 and erected over the next year with the help of the recently arrived Irish immigrant parishioners.

North of the church stands the three-story-and-attic, five-bay-wide Sisters House, the home of the Sisters
of Mercy who were brought to Baltimore to open a school for Irish Catholic children in West Baltimore by
Emily McTavish, the granddaughter of Charles Carroll of Carrollton. The first girls” school building still exists
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on the property, its rear facing the south side of Booth Street, west of Callender. It is a six-bay-wide, two-story-
and-attic structure. The rectory, which now also serves as the church office, stands on the north side of Hollins
Street, between the church and Callender Street. It is a three-story, three-bay-wide, early Italianate-style house
with marble basement and sills and a simple modillion and dentil cornice set above a deep, plain frieze. The
fine brickwork of the fagade makes use of splayed brick window lintels. The entire church complex is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

Directly east of the church and Callender Street, part of the grounds of the old Winans estate survive as a
neighborhood park on the north side of Hollins Street, named Little Lithuania Park after the Lithuanian
immigrant community that moved into the area after World War I. East of this park a group of very fine
houses was built on the north side of Hollins Street in the early 1850s. At the eastern end of the block, just west
of Fremont, two houses of an original group of six single, two-story-and-attic houses built between 1846 and
1848 along the north side of Hollins, survive at 814 and 808 Hollins, although 808 has had its roof raised to
accommodate full-sized third-story windows and a new Italianate-style modillion cornice. Originally, there
were eight similar houses on the west side of Fremont Street, north of Hollins. All were set back from the street
with fenced front yards. These early houses were built by George Law, who owned the land in this block before
selling the western portion to Thomas Winans. The Winans family acquired the houses from Law’s widow in
1853 and kept them as rental property—perhaps as homes for some of their factory workers. The two surviving
houses have identical decorative wooden bands running across the fagade at the base of the third story windows.
The houses on Fremont have since been torn down and most of those on Hollins were later remodeled or rebuilt
in the neo-classical style with new facades consisting of swell-front bays, popular in the 1890s.

The north side of Hollins Street, east of the original driveway leading to Alexandroffsky, began to be
developed by the Winans family not long after they took up residence. By the early 1850s, wide lots had been
laid out and a number of impressive three-story Greek Revival-style houses had been built just east of the drive,
set back from the street with front yards fenced in by stylish cast-iron fencing, most of which still exists in its
original form. Several of the houses may have been occupied by Winans’ family members.

The largest and most stylish houses on the street stand at 826-30 Hollins Street, a group of three, three-
bay-wide (19’) three-story-and-attic Greek Revival style houses that boast English basements and cast-iron
window lintels. (The house at 830 Hollins is slightly narrower and has only two windows on the second and
third floors.) The houses were built in 1851 by Beall S. Guyton and Henry K. Hyde. Possibly architect
designed, the use of the English basement resembles the first grand row built at nearby Franklin Square on the
east side of N. Carey Street in 1850-51, named Waverly Terrace and designed by architect Thomas Dixon.
Here, however, the builder made use of a set of six horizontal brick bands that run across the fagade between the
*op and bottom of the first floor windows instead of a full, rusticated basement.  As at Waverly Terrace, the
.nain (second) floor has elegant high ceilings and tall, full-length windows with transoms. Both second and
third floor windows have Greek Revival-style cast-iron lintels with central anthemions; the stylish small attic
windows are set off by a decorative, slightly projecting, wide brick band at both lintel and sill level. As seen at
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808 and 814 Hollins Street, the wooden sill of the attic windows extends across the entire fagade, suggesting
perhaps the same builder at work. The low-pitched gable roof has stepped-brick firewalls at each end and wide,
double chimneys between houses. The arched portico at 826 Hollins Street is a later addition.

Less pretentious, but still impressive are the pair of three-story, three-bay-wide (18°6”") Greek Revival
style houses to the west of this group, at 832-34 Hollins Street. Built of fine pressed brick with splayed brick
lintels, marble sills, and marble stringers and steps, the houses have low-pitched gable roofs with stepped-brick
end fire walls and wide, double end chimneys. The houses have simple block modillion cornices and front
doors with tall, arched transoms. To the east of the stylish Greek Revival houses at 826-30 Hollins Street there
is another group of three similar-sized three-story, three-bay-wide (21”) houses at 818-22 Hollins Street. The
house at 822 Hollins Street, built in the early 1850s, is also a gable-roofed Greek Revival-style, three-story,
three-bay-wide house, but here the main house is only one-room-deep and there is a long three-story back
building. There are end chimneys, as on the other houses discussed, splayed brick lintels and marble sills, and
wvide marble steps. The wide double door is set beneath a round-arched transom and plain, round-arched brick
lintel. At some point after 1892 a false neoclassical-style sheet metal cornice was added to the house. The
houses to the east, 818-20 Hollins Street, are a pair of early Italianate-style houses, built in 1857 by the local
McComas family, whose members included a brickmaker, a bricklayer, and a carpenter. Both have almost flat
roofs but 818 has been covered with formstone and no cornice or original details remain. At 820 Hollins,
however, there is an Italianate cornice made up of a row of narrow, scroll-sawn brackets that support a dentil
cornice. The first floor windows are longer and narrower than those on the earlier Greek Revival-style houses
and currently are filled with 6/6/6 sash. First and second floor windows have Victorian cast-iron lintels,
decorated with a large central shell motif, most likely made at the nearby Bartlett-Hayward ironworks; the sills
are marble. The double doors have upper glass panels and are topped by a round-arched fanlight. The wooden
casing framing the entryway has a boldly projecting flat pediment supported by long scroll-sawn brackets. The
front yard retains its original cast-iron fence, as does the yard of 818 Hollins.

At 814-16 Hollins Street there was originally a pair of two-story-and-attic houses, like the surviving
structure at 814. The original house at 816 has had a full third story added as well as a stylish new swelled
front, added in the 1890s. The new fagade has a rock-faced stone basement that matches the new stone front
fence. The window lintels and sills are made of rough-faced marble. The simple, neo-classical cornice is made
of sheet metal. The entrance to the house is located in a one-story addition to the western side of the house. In
like manner, the entrance to 814 Hollins is in a one-story addition on the building’s eastern side. The three-
story swell-front house at 812 Hollins Street stands alone on a double lot and contains both a swelled bay and a
flat entrance bay on the eastern side. The basement area and the window lintels and sills are rough-faced
marble; the tall first-floor windows have stained-glass transoms, and the sheet metal cornice is decorated with a
-ow of small dentils. The original brick front fence extends across both lots; both the fence and the taller corner
piers have stone caps. The brown brick three-story swell-front house at 806 Hollins Street probably replaced
the earlier two-story-and-attic house on the site. Window lintels and sills are smooth marble and there is a sheet
metal modillion cornice. There is a one-story addition on the eastern side of the house to contain the entrance.
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The last house on this side of Hollins Street, 804 Hollins, is a stylish, unusual two-story brownstone double
swell-front house, with two swelled bays on either side of a central flat bay. The sheet metal cornice is
decorated with stamped neoclassical swags. The wide entryway in the flat central bay has a round-arched
transom, but the original outer door is missing.

This block contains a non-contributing two-story, six-bay-wide modern brick building, 840 Hollins
Street, located between Callender Street and the park, that is the office of a Dialysis Foundation.

Block 236

This block extends south from Hollins to W. Lombard Street, running east from Schroeder to Poppleton
streets. Amity Street bisects the block in a north-south direction and Boyd Street bisects it in an east-west
direction. The entire northwestern quadrant of the block (between Hollins, Schroeder and Amity streets),
though once entirely residential, is now occupied by the non-contributing modern James McHenry Elementary
School, while the northeastern quadrant is mainly occupied by the non-contributing House of Mercy.

The oldest houses in the historic district line the north side of W. Lombard Street, between Schroeder
and Amity streets. The two-bay-wide, two-and-a-half-story houses were built in 1838 by James Dixon and
served as homes for some of the first important shop employees at the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad yards. The
group extends from 928-50 W. Lombard Street. The houses sit on low basements and have flat wooden door
and window lintels. The house at 946 has had its roof raised to three stories and an Italianate modillion comice
added. At the eastern end of the row, 926 W. Lombard is a separate three-story, three-bay-wide, gable-roofed
storefront.

East of Amity Street, the houses on the north side of Lombard Street are somewhat later. The comner site
is also occupied by a three-story, two-bay-wide gable-roofed storefront, at 924, that is 16’-wide. The three
houses to the east, 918-22 W. Lombard were built in 1847 by William Oler as a group of 14’-wide two-story-
and-attic houses, but 922 has had its roof raised to three stories. To the east, 916 W. Lombard Street is an
individual three story, gable-roofed house built in 1852 by Philip Knell and 914 W. Lombard, built in 1852 by
local carpenter John M. Fowler, is now a three-story, two-bay-wide Italianate house. The next group of three
15’-wide, three-story, gable-roofed houses at 908-912 W. Lombard were built in 1852 by William Kennard,
who also erected the four 14-foot-wide houses at 900-906 the same year.

Only two houses remain on the west side of Poppleton Street in this block, those at 40-42, a pair of
‘hree-story, two-bay-wide, gable-roofed houses located just south of Boyd Street. They were built in 1852 by
Benjamin Debruter. North of Boyd, the non-contributing modern three-story brick House of Mercy, erected by
the Sisters of Mercy, occupies the southwest corner of Hollins and Poppleton streets (901 Hollins Street),
extending south seven bays on Poppleton and west five bays on Hollins, with a one-story addition to the south
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along Poppleton Street. Just west of the new building, a three-story, two-bay-wide Italianate house remains on
the south side of Hollins Street, at 907 Hollins. The house has a simple modillion cornice, splayed brick door
and window lintels, and wood sills. Adjoining this house to the west, at 911 Hollins, is the modern one-story,
non-contributing James McHenry Recreation Center.

Block 237

This block runs south from Hollins Street to West Lombard Street, between Poppleton and Parkin
streets. Callender Street bisects the block in a north-south direction and Boyd Street bisects it in an east-west
direction. Most of the northwestern quadrant of the block (between Poppleton, Callender, Hollins, and Boyd
streets) is now occupied by commercial buildings, probably dating to the 1920s or 1930s.

The earliest and finest houses on the block were built on the south side of Hollins Street, west of Parkin
and east of Callender Street. The first four houses west of Parkin were built as stylish three-story, three-bay-
wide Greek Revival style houses on wide (22’ to 25°) lots that ran all the way south to Boyd Street, but now all
four have later Italianate cornices. The house at 861 Hollins Street was built in 1843 by John Higham who sold
the property to attorney Nelson Poe in 1850. This house is designed like the Greek Revival-style houses on the
north side of Hollins Street further east, with their English basements and tall, main floor windows. Here the
first floor imitates an English basement because it is so short; above, the tall main (second) floor windows have
deep upper transoms. The fagade is built of fine pressed brick and there are splayed brick lintels and stone sills,
characteristic of this period of building. A wide stone band extends across the basement area. The original
simple cornice has been replaced with late Italianate-style cornice, with long brackets framing jig-sawn frieze
panels. The brownstone door enframement, with its Eastlake-style carved motifs, also dates from this later
period. The house next door, 859 Hollins Street at the corner of Parkin Street, was built in 1853 by David L.
Bartlett, of the Hayward-Bartlett Iron Works, which had just moved to the southeast corner of W. Pratt Street
and Scott streets, just east of the Mount Clare Yards. This extremely stylish house is taller than the rest and has
elaborate cast-iron door and window lintels and first-floor cast-iron window balconies, undoubtedly products of
the Hayward-Bartlett factory. The early cornice with its row of block modillions, resembles that found on the
Greek Revival-style houses on the north side of Hollins Street.

The other two early houses, a pair of three-story, three-bay-wide (20’), gable-roofed houses at 863-65
Hollins, just east of Callender, were erected by James S. Wilson, a lumber dealer, in the early 1840s. When
Wilson sold 865 Hollins to his brother Luther, later a property agent, in 1852, it was worth $4,200. The houses
have fine, pressed brick facades, splayed brick door and window lintels, marble sills, marble steps, and marble-
‘aced basements. In 1870, the Wilson family sold 863 Hollins to Jeremiah Blanch, a brewer, who may have
added the brownstone trim around the doorway. A continuous Italianate cornice was added to the front of both
houses to hide the original gable roof line, perhaps at the time Blanch bought 863 Hollins. The cornice has
fancy long end and center scroll-sawn brackets framing upper rows of modillions and block dentils set above a
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deep, plain, frieze. The tall, first floor windows of 863 Hollins now have stained glass transoms that probably
date to the 1880s.

The lot at the southeast corner of Hollins and Callender streets, 867 Hollins, was originally improved in
1854 with a house set back from the street front. Today, a two-story, three-bay-wide house set back from the
street with a new Daylight-style facade, front porch and neo-classical sheet metal cornice, occupies the front of
the lot, but the original five-bay-wide three-story back building extends to its south along Callender Street.
West of Callender Street, only two three-story, two-bay-wide Italianate houses, at 869-71 Hollins Street, survive
of the once residential block face. Both houses were built in 1862 by Richard Younger, a bricklayer, but 871
now has a later cornice. The corner house, 869 Hollins, is 18’-wide and has its original simple scroll-sawn
modillion cornice framed by end brackets; the windows have stone sills but no lintels, indicating that they
originally had pediments like the house at 871. The house to the west, 871 Hollins is 15’-wide and still retains
its original window pediments supported by tiny scroll-sawn brackets. The basement area is faced with marble
ind there are marble steps.

The oldest houses on Lombard Street are the row of two-story-and-attic (12’6”-wide) houses west of
Parkin Street, at 868-74 W. Lombard. The houses at 872, 872%, and 874 are now covered with formstone; 870
has had its third story raised and an Italianate cornice added, and 868 is now a full three stories in height. The
next group west, the three, three-story, three-bay-wide (15°6”) Italianate houses at 878, 878 % and 880 W.
Lombard Street were built before 1854 by James R. Marley, a local carpenter, who sold 878 % in that yearto a
local brickmaker named Samuel Emery. All three of the houses have scroll-sawn modillion cornices framed by
end brackets. The house at 880 W. Lombard is three bays wide on all floors and the doorway has a projecting
flat pediment supported by scroll-sawn brackets. The houses at 878 and 8784 are three bays wide on the first
floor, but only two bays wide above. Any original door enframements no longer survive. To the east, there is
an earlier three-story, two-bay-wide, gable-roofed house at 876 W. Lombard.

Another group of early three-story, gable-roofed houses survives on the north side of Lombard Street,
east of Poppleton. There is a single two-bay-wide house at 898 (the corner of Poppleton) and a slightly taller
pair of two-bay-wide houses at 894-96 W. Lombard. The pair of even taller houses at 890-92 W. Lombard are
three bays wide. East of this group, two sets of 20’-wide, paired houses were built set well back from the
street, at 884 /2-886 and 888-888 2 W. Lombard, built in 1849 by James and Luther Wilson. Today, only the
house at 888 W. Lombard survives, but it has a new two-story, three-bay-wide late Italianate-style front portion,
built flush with the street.

The two houses just east of Callender, at 882-84 W. Lombard, were originally built set back from the
itreet, as were the three houses on W. Lombard, west of Callender. Each lot is 15°6”-wide, just like the three
lots at 878, 878 2, and 880, suggesting the original houses were probably built in the early 1850s. The present
structures, however, have facades that extend to the street front that were built after 1906. The new facades are
built in a Renaissance Revival style, with curved, Flemish-style parapet roofs set above a classical white, sheet
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metal cornice. Each house is three stories tall, three bays wide on the first floor and two bays wide above. The
facades are built of brown Roman brick and white marble is used as trim—for the steps, the window sills, and a
stringer marking the first floor level of the house. Highly original is the use of bands of molded brick to outline
the windows of the second and third floor levels and to form a kind of “parapet-like” cornice above the first
floor door and window openings.

The west side of Parkin Street, north of Lombard, consists of two long rows of large three-story, three-
bay-wide Italianate houses. Those at the southern end of the block, at 38-44 S. Parkin, are much earlier in date
and closely resemble the house at 880 W. Lombard Street, with its simple scroll-sawn modillion cornice,
pedimented entranceway, splayed brick lintels and marble sills. Each house is 18’-wide and boasts fine
brickwork, wide splayed brick lintels and marble sills, marble stringers, marble steps, and cast-iron window
baskets on first floor windows. The wooden pilasters framing the doorway have recessed panels and wide scoll-
sawn brackets support the flat doorway pediment. As was fashionable with early Italianate houses, the houses
are only one long room deep (for a long single parlor with windows at both ends), but there is a three-story back
building. The row seems to have been built by William Wilson in 1857. North of Boyd Street, 18-36 S.
Parkin Street is a row of much later Italianate houses, built in 1888 by William M. Warfield, with taller,
narrower windows and cornices supported by four very long scroll-sawn brackets, which frame an upper row of
modillions and lower jig-sawn frieze panels. In these later houses, all of the openings have segmentally arched
lintels, the slightly arched doorways have simpler molded wooden enframements, and only the steps are marble.
The tall basement of these houses could be reached by steps leading down directly from the street at the front of
the house.

The southeast corner of Hollins and Poppleton streets is occupied by a two-story, five-bay-wide and
four-bay-deep brown brick, commercial-style building, erected in 1920 and the former home of Lion Bros. Co.,
Inc., which manufactured embroidered emblems for uniforms, schools, and societies. The original building
extended three bays along Hollins Street, but an additional two bays was added in 1935. East of the building
there is another one-story, plain commercial building, erected in 1948 that may have served as a garage for the
company. The main Lion Brothers building has a flat roof with a stone cap. A similar band runs about a foot
below the roofline, creating the effect of a frieze. The large, multi-paned commercial-style windows on both
floors further emphasize the horizontality of the building. The windows are framed on either side by brick
pilasters with Doric stone capitals. Decorative stone bands run across the facade at the tops and bottoms of both
sets of windows, creating a strong horizontal accent. Square tiles decorated with anchors and geometric designs
mark each bay of the fagade between the first and second-story levels. The entrance to the building is in the
southernmost bay of the Poppleton Street facade. The “colonial” entryway is framed by wooden pilasters with
acanthus capitals and is topped by a tall, broken-pedimented cornice. Above the roofline of the entry bay, a tall
arapet, made of brick with tile and stone trim, announces the name of the company.
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Directly south of the Lion Bros. building, at the northeast corner of Poppleton and Boyd streets, there is
a three-story brick factory building that extends five bays along Poppleton Street and six bays east along Boyd
Street. A tall smokestack marked “Marcus & Farber, Inc.” rises just east of the Poppleton Street fagade. The
second and third floors of the Poppleton Street facade have wide, multi-paned windows to light the work floors;
those on the second floor have round-arched lintels while those on the third floor have segmentally-arched
lintels. The first floor of the Poppleton Street facade has a door and two narrow windows with round-arched
lintels, as well as two wide, round-arched openings, now filled in. The flat roof has a stepped brick cornice on
the Poppleton Street fagade. A decorative stone band runs across the front fagade at the sill level of the third-
floor windows and the building has a stepped brick cornice. It was constructed c. 1910.

South of Boyd Street, the east side of Poppleton Street still retains its original row of three-story, two-
bay-wide (157), gable-roofed houses at 39-45 S. Poppleton, built in the early 1850s. The door and window
openings have segmentally arched lintels and wooden sills and the houses have simple brick cornices. To the
south, 47 S. Poppleton is a two-story, two-bay-wide (13’) gable-roofed house built in 1865 by Emanuel
Crocker.

An unusual three-story, 30’-wide, nine-bay-deep building stands at 877 Boyd Street, on the southeast
corner of Callender and Boyd streets, east of the Lion Bros. Co. and Marcus-Farber buildings. Built c. 1910-12,
the first floor of the building served as a Motor Freight Station while the second and third floors were auxiliary
manufacturing spaces of the Baltimore Spring-Bed Co., located on Pratt Street, west of Fremont. Today it is
occupied as a residence. The wide central bay of the Boyd Street facade contains the truck entrance, which is
enclosed within a two-story, multi-banded segmental arch. Beneath the arch, the second floor contains one
wide window flanked by two narrow side windows. A bank of five small windows lights the central bay of the
third floor. The building has a flat roof with a parapet end on Boyd Street, whose taller, central section is
capped by a low-pitched, triangular pediment.

Block 238"

This block extends east from Parkin Street to Martin Luther King Boulevard (the former S. Fremont
Street), south from Hollins Street to W. Lombard Street. It is bisected in an east-west direction by Boyd Street.
Large three-story, three-bay wide houses line the south side of Hollins Street, most built in the 1850s and 1860s.
Similar, though not quite as large, housing lines the north side of W. Lombard Street in this block, but those east
of Hayes Street are already listed on the National Register as part of the Barre Circle Historic District.

The south side of Hollins Street in this block is filled with large and distinguished three-story (with one
exception) houses, most built in the late 1840s and early-1850s in the Greek Revival style with gable roofs, with
a few built much later in the Italianate style in the late 1880s. Most of the block was owned by George Law
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who began to develop the land in the mid-1840s. The first house built on the block was erected in 1839 by
James Dixon, a local builder, as his home. The single two-and-a-half-story three-bay-wide (21°8”) house still
stands at 825 Hollins Street; it has a wooden comice with a plain frieze. In 1855 the house became the home of
Samuel R. Abbott, of the Abbott Iron Works, who paid $3,800 for it. Large houses were built near Parkin
Street, while smaller houses rose further east, near Fremont.

The first major house to be built on this section of Hollins Street was built just east of Parkin Street in
1845, by Richard France on land he acquired from George Law. The 50’-wide lot was located some 23’ east of
the corner and on it France probably erected a wide two-story-and-attic house, judging by the footprint shown
on Poppleton’s 1851 map of the city. France was known as the “lottery king” because of his successful lottery
business. In 1854 he sold the house to Ross Winans, the builder of many of the B&O’s first locomotive
engines, who by this time was operating his own locomotive works at the southeast comner of Pratt and Parkin
streets. Winans paid $12,000 for the house and lot and soon afterwards bought the vacant lot on the corner of
Parkin as well. Winans seems to have later remodeled the house in the fashionable Second Empire style,
adding a mansard roof. When Ross Winans moved to Hollins Street his wealthy son Thomas already lived
across the street in the grand Italianate-style mansion Alexandroffsky he built in 1851-52. Its extensive, park-
like grounds welcomed visitors who marveled at the exotic plants, flowers, statuary, and artwork. The Winans
estate proved to be a powerful incentive for attracting well-to-do important local businessmen to the area in the
early 1850s who built large, stylish homes along Hollins Street in this still relatively undeveloped
neighborhood. Ross Winans continued to live in his house until his death in 1877 and after his wife’s death it
became, in 1890, the home of Knapp’s Institute, a highly respected private school begun in 1853 by German-
born professor Friedrich Knapp and until that time located on Holliday Street near City Hall. After World War
I, this section of Hollins Street became the center of the city’s Lithuanian immigrant community, who built the
present Lithuanian Hall on the site of the former Ross Winans” house in 1921. The Lithuanian Hall still serves
as the cultural center of Baltimore’s Lithuanian community.

Before Ross Winans moved to 851 Hollins Street in 1854, two other well-to-do businessmen had already
built large Greek Revival style houses east of the house, on land sold to them by George Law in 1849. These
two houses belonged to Joshua R. Dryden, a brickmaker, and Samuel R. Smith, a provisions merchant.
Dryden’s house has been replaced by the later pair of houses at 847-49 Hollins, but Smith’s house survives at
845 Hollins. It is three-stories tall and three bays wide (25°), with a gable roof, fine brickwork, splayed brick
lintels and stone sills, and its original Greek doorway treatment. The double door is framed by Doric pilasters,
which support a deep plain frieze capped by a classical molding, set over a deep transom. The other early
houses built on this side of Hollins Street resembled 845 Hollins, although many have subsequently had
Italianate cornices added or otherwise been altered. East of 845 Hollins, 837 Hollins was built on a wide, 44-
‘oot-lot by 1850. The original house, on the eastern portion of the lot, has a simple modillion cornice, splayed
brick lintels and stone sills, and an arched doorway lintel. To the west, there is now a three-story, two-bay-wide
addition added after 1906; both buildings are now covered with formstone.
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George Law’s widow Sarah lived at 835 Hollins Street, one of a group of four originally similar, three-
story, three-bay-wide (21°4”) gable-roofed houses that Law built at 829-35 Hollins Street in the mid-1840s.
The houses have splayed brick lintels and stone sills; those at 829-31 still have their original simple wooden
cornices with plain friezes. The house at 835 Hollins, however, now has an added deeply projecting Italianate
comice with a row of modillions framed by long end brackets; the house also has a flat pediment above the
doorway supported by scroll-sawn brackets that was probably added at the same time as the cornice. To the
east of the group built by Law, the original, three-story, three-bay-wide (21°5”") gable-roofed house built at 827
Hollins before 1850, now has a heavy, late-Italianate-style cornice, an arched doorway, and a marble basement
and steps. East of the two-and-a-half-story house built by James Dixon at 825 Hollins Street, there is another
three-story, three-bay-wide, gable-roofed house at 823 Hollins with splayed brick lintels and stone sills, and a
round-arched doorway lintel, like that seen at 825 Hollins.

Most of the rest of the houses on the south side of Hollins Street continuing east to Fremont were built
3y George Law, c. 1845-46. In 1846 he sold the pair of three-story, three-bay-wide (22”) houses at 817-19
Hollins to Frederick and Joseph Marston, who had a wholesale china, glass, and earthenware shop on Baltimore
Street. The Marstons stayed in residence for many years and later remodeled the houses by adding an Italianate
modillion cornice and Italianate doorway enframements (flat pediments supported by scroll-sawn brackets).
The house to the west of the pair, 821 Hollins Street (also 22’-wide), has a slightly different Italianate cornice
and is missing its doorway enframement, but is otherwise nearly an identical house. By 1850, John Emery, a
dealer in granite had acquired the 22°8”-wide lots comprising 811-815 Hollins Street. In that year he sold 811
Hollins to Cyrus Gault, a stonecutter, but Emery family members stayed at 813 and 815 Hollins. Samuel
Emery, a local brickmaker, seems to have built 815 Hollins in 1856 as an early Italianate house with simple
modillion cornice. The first and second-floor windows boast cast-iron hoods that may have been added later.
The original house at 811 Hollins now has a later Italianate cornice, supported by four long scroll-sawn
brackets, or, it is possible that the entire house was rebuilt in the 1880s. The last two houses standing on this
side of Hollins Street, at 807-9, are three-story, two-bay-wide (16’) Italianate houses that like, 811, may have
replaced older houses built before 1851 by George Law.

There are also two groups of later Italianate-style houses on the south side of Hollins Street, closer to
Parkin. Occupying the site of Joshua Dryden’s original house, a pair of late Italianate-style houses were built at
847-49 Hollins Street by George U. Porter, who acquired the old house and land in 1881 from the Winans’
heirs. Porter was a recognized newspaper editor who also operated the marine observatory and signal tower on
Federal Hill. He continued to live on Hollins Street into the 1920s. The three-story, three-bay-wide (18°)
houses have a continuous cornice supported by four long brackets per house, which connect to a lower molding
strip; there are marble steps, marble-faced basements, and marble window sills. East of the Greek Revival-
ityle house at 845 Hollins Street, where he now lived, William M. Warfield, a local patternmaker who also
invested in real estate, built the three late Italianate-style houses at 839-43 Hollins Street in 1891 (three years
after building the similar row at 18-36 Parkin Street). The three-story houses, three-bay-wide (14°10”) houses
have tall, narrow windows, and a continuous wooden cornice supported by four long scroll-sawn brackets per
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house, which frame jig-sawn frieze panels as well as a lower brick frieze area decorated with jig-sawn ventilator
panels.

By 1900, two of the houses Warfield built had been sold to Jewish residents—843 Hollins to William
Kahn, a bookkeeper, and 841 Hollins to Nathan Lowenthal, a furniture dealer. Isidor Lowenthal, a coat
manufacturer, lived at 847 Hollins, one of the other newer houses on the block and a German importer lived at
849. By this time many of the other houses on this side of Hollins were owned by Jewish dry goods merchants
or clothing manufacturers and the large house at 837 Hollins had been sold to the Florence Crittendon Mission
and had thirteen inmates with two babies. The establishment of the Crittendon Home in the block seemed to
signal a change in fortune for the area. Over the next two decades a number of the large houses became
boarding houses (in 1920, 815 Hollins was home to seven families totaling more than twenty-five people) or
apartment buildings, renting rooms to the many Lithuanian-immigrant tailors who were settling in the area.

The large building on the southeast corner of Hollins and Parkin streets has served as the Lithuanian
Hall since its construction in 1921. Originally, the well-known German private school, Knapp’s Institute,
occupied the corner site. The school is best known for its famous pupil H.L. Mencken, who wrote about his
experiences there in his autobiography Happy Days. After the school closed, the Lithuanian community
purchased the building in 1919, razed it, and replaced it with the present structure. The Lithuanian Hall served
as a social center where community members could hold meetings, enjoy Lithuanian food, take classes in the
language, make use of an extensive library of rare Lithuanian-language books, study traditional dance and
music, and participate in athletic activities. The three-story neo-classical style brown brick building with
marble trim is five bays wide on Hollins Street, extending back along Parkin four bays deep, with a rear two-
story addition of five bays, running south all the way to Boyd Street. The central bay is marked by a triangular
pediment decorated with a stone cartouche. A deep, plain stone frieze supports a parapet roof on either side of
the central pediment. Paired stone arches with keystones frame the second and third-story windows of the
central bay; each side bay is framed by Doric pilasters; here, the windows are rectangular, with stone lintels
with both keystones and “‘ears.” The first floor is entirely faced with stone and has a wide, central, arched
entryway with a sculpture of a horseman set in front of the arched transom. On either side of the doorway there
are four large plate glass windows, with three-light transoms, which are framed by stone pilasters that carry a
plain frieze. Similar pilasters mark the bays of the two-story rear addition. Here, too, they support a deep frieze
and plain cornice.

Originally, St. Mark’s Protestant Episcopal Church (built 1850-51) stood on the north side of Lombard
Street a few doors east of Parkin. The simple rural parish style Gothic church had a two-story nave with large
central pointed-arch window and a three-story tower with tall steeple on its western side. The rectory for the
“hurch still exists at 864 W. Lombard Street, a three-story, two-bay-wide (14’) Italianate house that has a simple
modillion cornice and an two-story front bay window addition. West of the rectory, 866 W. Lombard is a later
three-story, two-bay-wide (16°) Italianate-style house whose first floor may once have been outfitted as a corner
store since the present doorway is set at an angle to the corner and a storefront cornice extends around both
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sides of the facade. No original storefront windows survive and both facades have new, small windows. The
building has an Italianate cornice with four long scroll-sawn brackets framing jig-sawn frieze panels and
connecting to a lower molding strip.

The site of the demolished St. Mark’s Church is now vacant. East of the area, four very large and stylish
houses were built on the north side of Lombard Street in the early 1850s that compare favorably with the
distinguished houses built at 826-34 Hollins Street during the same period. Just east of the church grounds 856
W. Lombard Street is a tall three-story, three-bay-wide (22”) Greek Revival-style townhouse with a fairly high-
pitched gable roof and a scroll-sawn modillion cornice. The two-room deep house has an immense six-bay-
deep two-story-and-attic back building. The facade is constructed of fine pressed brick, with splayed brick
window lintels and stone sills. The double entry door is framed by a Greek Doric portico with a flat pediment
and deep frieze supported by Doric pilasters. The basement area is faced with marble and the wide marble steps
are framed by curving sides. The tall first floor windows have unusual 6/6 sash composed of 2/2/2 square glass
manes.

The next group of three, 14’-wide, three-story-and-attic houses (850-854 W. Lombard Street) has much
in common with the stylish group at 826-30 Hollins Street. The low first floor, topped by a deep stone band
that runs across the facade, is designed to suggest an English basement. Above, the principal floor is lit by full-
length windows, which have a decorative lower panel. The square attic windows are set off by a wooden sill
that extends across the facade. A pair of scroll-sawn brackets frames each attic window and supports the deeply
projecting cornice. The frieze area is plain except for above each window, where it has arched-shaped cutouts.
Like the house at 830 Hollins Street, all of these houses have three openings on the first floor but only two
above. The lower basement area is faced with marble and the houses have marble steps.

Block 249

This block extends along the north side of W. Pratt Street and the south side of W. Lombard Street,
between Carey and Carrollton streets. Stockton Street, a narrow alley street, bisects the block in a north-south
direction, while Lemmon Street, another alley street, bisects it in an east-west direction. The half of the block
east of Stockton Street was mostly developed in the 1850s with gable-roofed housing. The western half is built
up with Italianate houses.

Originally, the northeast corner of W. Pratt and S. Carey streets was the site of the Great Western Hotel,
built in the 1840s to serve those traveling by railroad from Mount Clare before the building of downtown’s
Tamden Station in 1851, as well as those doing business at the Mount Clare yards. Today, the site is occupied
by a non-contributing one-story automobile repair shop and large parking lot (at 1240 W. Pratt Street). The
adjoining building, at 1236-38 W. Pratt Street, now part of the auto repair shop, is actually an early two-story,
three-bay-wide commercial building with a wide, central door on both floors. Part of the pulley system
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mounted above the second-floor door remains intact. The building has a flat roof and is now covered with
stucco. To the east, there is a row of five two-story, two-bay-wide Italianate houses at 1226-34 W. Pratt Street,
whose cornices have a row of scroll-sawn modillions set above a plain frieze. Scroll-sawn end brackets frame
the entire cornice. First-floor windows have segmentally-arched lintels; those of the second-floor have flat
wood lintels. This group of houses was built in 1870 by Joseph A. King and Hezekiah Clocker for the
Maryland Land and Permanent Homestead Association, a local development company that provided builders
with construction financing.

East of Stockton Street, 1222 W. Pratt is a small two-story, two-bay-wide gable-roofed house, now
covered with formstone that originally formed part of a row of three similar house at 1220-24 W. Pratt Street
Today, 1224 W. Pratt is gone and, to the east, 1220 has had a third story and shed roof added. Next door, 1214-
18 W. Pratt Street is a group of three three-story, two-bay-wide gable-roofed houses with short third-floor
windows. These six houses were built by James S. Ryan in 1851. The next two houses to the east are now
gone. Closer to Carrollton Street, 1204-08 W. Pratt is a row of two-story-and-attic houses; 1202 W. Pratt, at the
corner of Carrollton, is a three-story, two-bay-wide gable-roofed house with a first-floor storefront.

Around the corner, on the west side of Carrollton Street, there is a group of modest two-story, two-bay-
wide, gable-roofed houses that sit on high basements at 108-18 S. Carrollton, built in 1853 by investor James D.
Marr. A pair of earlier houses to the north, 102-04 S. Carrollton (up by 1851), are three-stories tall and two
bays wide, with gable roofs. Just north of the houses on W. Pratt Street, 120-22 S. Carrollton were originally a
pair of two-story, two-bay-wide gable-roofed houses that sat on low basements. The southernmost house, 122
S. Carrollton has had its roof raised to three stories and an Italianate cornice added, while 120 S. Carrollton is
still two stories but also has an Italianate cornice.

The south side of Lombard Street, west of Carrollton, was originally built up with gable-roofed houses
in the late 1840s and 1850s. The oldest remaining structures are those at 1211-15 W. Lombard Street, a row of
two-story-and-attic houses constructed in 1848 by Thomas Willis. To their west, 1217-23 is a row of three-
story, two-bay-wide, gable-roofed houses, also built by Willis, but in 1850; 1223, at the corner of Stockton, has
a first-floor storefront. At the eastern end of the block, 1201-03 W. Lombard, at the corner of Carrollton, is a
pair of three-story Italianate houses built in 1874 by William Ortwine. The corner building is two bays wide
(15°) and has a first-floor storefront. It adjoins a three-story, three-bay-wide (16’) house at 1203 W. Lombard,
which has an enframed, arched doorway. The simple Italianate-style cornice, which runs across both buildings,
has a plain frieze area and a decorative lower molding strip. The next three houses, at 1205-1209 W. Lombard,
are three stories tall and two bays wide (14°), with shed roofs and Italianate cornices, and seem to have been
built in 1857. Only one original comnice remains, at 1209, and it has a row of modillions framed by end
brackets. The houses are covered in formstone.

West of Stockton Street, the south side of Lombard is built up entirely with three-story Italianate-style
houses. A local mason named Melchior Cox built the first house east of Carey, at 1247 W. Lombard, in 1858.
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It is three bays wide (16’) and is now covered with formstone and has no cornice. The next four houses east,
1239-45 W. Lombard, were built at the same time by local carpenter John B. Roberts. Each two-bay-wide
house is only 12°-wide and has a simple modillion cornice. The similar house at 1237, wider but without a
cornice today, was built in 1857 by James Ryan. The last houses to be built on the street went up in 1870, west
of Stockton, at 1225-35 W. Lombard, constructed by William F. Bragg for the Maryland Land and Permanent
Homestead Association. These two-bay-wide (12°) houses have cornices with long end brackets and deep, plain
frieze areas.

The east side of S. Carey Street is built up with a row of three-story, two-bay-wide (onl