AL-IV-A-015

ol oySierel
s Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
COUNTY:

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Allegany
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. TENTRY GATE T T T

(Type all entries  complete applicable sections)

‘1.. NAME

C OMMON:
Public Safety Building
AND/QOR HISTORIC:
0l1d Post Office; U. S. Courthousc and Post Office
[2._LOCATION
SIF_?_EE_T AP_d_D NUMBER:
Southwest corncr of Frederick and Liberty Strcets
CITY OR TOWN: C6'NGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Cumberland Sixth
STATE copfF |COUNTY: cooe
Maryland 24 Allegany 001
{3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY < ACCESSIBLE
v (Check One) OWNERSHIP STATU! TO THE PUBLIC
=z
(O District XX Building |XXPublic Public Acquisition: XX Occupied Yes:
o [ Site 1 Structure (] Private [C] In Process 7] Unoccupied (1 R“"'c.'.d
- ] Object ) Both (] Being Considered () Preservatirr work XX Unrestricred
. in progresr [j No
L PRESENT UgE (Check One or More as Approprisate)
> 3 Agricultural ) Government XX Pork 3 Tronsportation [71 Comments
o [ Commerciol (3 industrial {] Private Residence fKkOther (Specity) —
[ (7] Educational [ Military {7 Religious i t'_¥ Police e e+ -
e ] Enterteinment O Museum {0 Scientific Station and Jail .
= [4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
- OWNER'S N AME: - :
. Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 5
w STREET AND NUMBER: \i m
. w City Hall, North Centre Street g
m‘ CITY OR TOWN: STATE: r.ODF e
Cumberland Maryland 51
|5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: > 3
Hall of Records - <
STREET AND NUMBER: £ :
St. John's College Campus 5
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE <
Annapolis Maryland 2
[6- REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: l;
Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks 1B
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 {71 Federal IX] State [[7 County [7) Leeal ; g
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: R ;: %
Maryland Historical Trust nic
STREET AND NUMBER: ° » 4
2525 Riva Road 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: core | "
Annapolis Maryland 21 v
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AL-TE R -0iS
rf DESCRIPTION
{Check One)
CONDITION ] Excellent [:]“Good X] Fair {7) Deteriorated [} Ruins {Z) Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
_ 3 Altered XX Unoltered | M Moved XX Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

1

The 01d Post Office in Cumberland (1902-1904) is an excellent example

of Georgian Revival as designed by a "creative eclectic,' James K.
Taylor, Supervising Architect of the United States Treasury from 1897 to
1912. Rather than the Georgian, or more correctly, Colonial, Revival, as
practiced by other architects relying on American examples, the 0ld Post
Office is perhaps closer to the original eighteenth-century English
models (City Hall in York, for example). An American version of an
English neo-Palladian building, the source for the 01d Post Office could
probably be easily found in the same architectural pattern books--those
by British architects like James Gibbs and Colon Campbell--which inspired
eighteenth-century American houses like Mount Airy (Richmond County,
virginia, c. 1765, and innumerable other Maryland and Virginia examples),
as well as public buildings like those by Peter Harrison (the Market
House, Newport, Rhode Island, c. 1761).

Similar to the central block of a five-part '"country house'" (Tryon
Palace in New Bern, North Carolina, a reconstruction, is a good example
of this), the 0ld Post Office is a simple, three-story rectangular block.
The upper two stories are brick raised from a monumental stone base.

The three center bays of the symmetrical, five-part facade are defined
by four engaged Ionic (Roman) columns, on the second and third levels,
and form a pavilion which is topped by a full entablature and a pediment
complete with bull's-~eye window. This pavilion is quoined as are the
corners of the main block. There are rusticated surrounds on each main
doorway; splayed lintels, or full entablature (on the pavilion windows);
window balustrades (on second level windows); and a roof balustrade.

Somewhat similar in style, materials, etc., to the post office by the

same architect in Annapolis, the Old Post Office.is indicative of a period
when the Federal Government took some care and expense in the design

and construction of its buildings. The O0ld Post Office's exterior
integrity should be maintained (and perhaps cleaned) for its attractive
and dignified appearance make a stabilizing focal point in this part

of downtown Cumberland.
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AL'ﬁ A—(?lb’
AL=63

MHT
. SIGNIFICANCE .
PERIOD (Check One or More as Apprt;prlafo) -
[J Pre-Columbian [J 16th Century [Z1 18th Century XX 20th Century
(] 15th Century {71 17th Century {1 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 1902-1904
AREAS OF*SIGNIFchNCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) :
Abovlg-inol {1 Educoation I} Political [Z1 Urbon Planning
(71 Prehistoric 7] Engineering { | Religion Phi. X! Other (Specity)
{C) Historic [7) industry losophy U. S. Postal
7] Agriculture {1 Invention | 1 Science DC_PQU:_!“SBE h_ié_t_qrv
[X] Architecture | | Londscape | 1 Seulpture
O Art Atrchitocture { | Social Human-
0 Commerce {2} Literature itarion :
[C] Communications ] Military i Thooter ’
[J Conservation 1 Music i+ Transportation |

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Public Safety Building, or Old Post Office, is, according to Allegany
Countians, the sole example of late nineteenth, early twentieth century
Georgian Revival architecture in the county.

The building, originally the United States Courthouse and Post Office,
was built during the tenure of James Knox Taylor (1859-c. 1929) as
Supervising Architect of the United States Department of the Treasury,
the department responsible for the construction of federal buildings.
From 1897 to 1912 while Taylor was Supervising Architect, his office de-
signed approximately three hundred structures. Taylor's buildings, as a
rule, are neo-~classical or neo-Georgian which echoes the eclectic tone
of American architecture of the turn of the twentieth century. Although,

White, his architectural career merits more attention than it has re-
ceived. Taylor's appointment as Supervising Architect, the sheer volume
of his work for the federal government, his tenure at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology as Chairman of the Architecture Department,
testify to his rank among the architects of his time.® The post office on
Church Circle in Annapolis, included within the National Historic Landmark
district, another of Taylor's works, reflects the same architectural

style as his Cumberland Post Office built in 1902.1904.

An Act of Congress--approved on February 20, 1895--provided for the
erection of a federal courthouse and post office in Cumberland. Four

years later the federal government, through the office of the Supervising
Architect, purchased a site from John H. ilolzshu, a Cumberland real estate
dealer and Republican politico, for $20,000. Holzshu's name, along with
that of one of his close associates, U. S. Senator George L. Wellington

(a Maryland republican), figures prominently in the official correspondence
about the purchase of suitable Cumberland property for the post office.

Not incidentally, llolzshu was the postmaster for Cumberland under President
William McKinley,

Construction began in 1902 after the Maryland legislature had permitted
the United States to purchase land in Cumberland and after Congress raised
the maximum cost limit from $75,000 to $125,000. Opened in mid-1904 the
building was the sixth location of the Cumberland post office department
since the first one which was opened in a log building in 1795.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

perhaps not as well known as his contemporaries, Daniel Burnham or Stanford!
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Recorders:

Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, March 1971.
April 1971.

Maryland Historical Trust,

1

Nancy Miller, Historian, Maryland Historical Trust, 2525

William D. Morgan,

Allegany County-Land Records, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

Carroll, David H. and Thomas G. Boggs

Johnson's Makers of America Series
Baltimore: B. F. Johnson, 1911

the State.

Men of Mark In Maryland. 4 vols.
Biographies of Leading Men in
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[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

GLL T UUINTIINURAL IVIV VIl L1

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JOE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPFRTY o DEFINING THu LENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
i R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW S O 39° 39° 09" | 78° 45’ 48"
NE -] . - [ . L
SE o ’ » (-] 1) »
Sw -] . L o 1 L

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PrROPERDNRE-half acre

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COOE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: [~Te]
STATE: CODE COUNTY: cooe
{11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register
ORGANIZATION OATE
Maryland Historical Trust May 12, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:
2525 Riva Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Annapolis Maryland 24

[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

)

NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public lL.aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of sipnificance of this nomination is:
National [] State XX Local (7]

o O Rammcly S ot v

The recommended

Orlando Ridout IV

Title State Liaison Officer

for Maryland

bate May 12, 1971

I hereby certify th’at this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

GPO §31.894

Pt )

33§

SNOILONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

N. R. FIELD sussr\i],-ﬂ:;\—olé AL-6Y3

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR i

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Marylaend

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

county: Allegany

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM T
] ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
CoMUON aTety (Pellce Station)
AND/OR HISTORIC:
(FIRST) Federal Ceurt & Pest Office Bullding
B ecATion =
STREET ANDC NUMBER:
Frederick st Nerth Liberty Streets
CITY OR TOWN:
Cumberland
STATE CODE. | COUNTY: CODE
Mary land 21502 llegany /
[3. CLASSIFICATION : ' ‘
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) e ikl TO THE PUBLIC
Distriet [] Building ﬂ Publie &] | Public Acquisition: Occupied [X]| Yes:
Site E} Structure [ ] | Private |l In Process ] |Unoccupied 1| Restricted []
. Both O Being Considered ] |Preservati k Unrestricted [3f]
Object [] i.n purc::t'l::or Cllna: [
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural [[] Government & Park O Transportation [0 Comments 1
Commercial [[] Industrial O Private Residence (0| Other (Specify) [ |
Educational (I Military (5] Religious |
Entertainment [ ] Museum O Scientific m|
[4._oWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME:
City ef Cumberland TsXxpayers
STREET AND NUMBER:
Town Square. Cer. Liberty and Frederlck Streets
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: ~—\coDE “
Cunb erland Maryland 2 y ! e >
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION o _ 2
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Allegany County Ceurt House
STREET AND NUMBER:
Wagshington Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 3
Cumberland ’ Maryland : B ¢
AFPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: C8 5 8CI'e f '4'
REPRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS i :
TITLE OF SURVEY: \one ) _—
1785 survey--site of Thomas Besll ef Samel-gﬂuﬁﬁe%ngf_
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal [] State [] County [] Local T4 U
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: =4 s
Allegany Ceunty Court Heuse . g
STREET AND MUMBER: 5 %
Washingten Street 8 |c
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE 2 |m
Cumberland Marylend B—éz‘ 2 (2
4| =<
m




N. R. FIELD SHEET

ALTX-A-0iS __

e

(Check One)

CONDITION
Excellent [] Good [ Foir [] Deteriorated [] Ruins [7] Unexposed []
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One)
Altered [] Unaltered Moved [7] Original Site [X

renovation.

Petitiens ignered.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Physical appearance excellent--taxpayers signed petitions teo

save thelr preoperty which they recegnize needs interioer

Definitely net slums as URBAN RENEWAL claims.

SNOILDONUHLSNI
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SSEE I N S" RUCTIONS

N. R. FIELD SHgey AL-TX -A-0i5

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbion [] 16th Century [] 18th Century % 20th Century []
15th Century  [] 17th Century [] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEL!S) (If Applicable and Known) 1903 /4 cornerstone-1802

AREAS OF SiGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education [l Political (] Urban Planning a
Prehistoric (| Engineering fil Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) (|
Historic 1 Industry |l losophy O

Agriculture (] Invention 1 | Science O

Art (I Léndgcaps X Sculpture O

Commerce (] Architecture fr] Social/Human-

Communications [ ] Literature O itarian |

Consarvation = Military | Theater O

Music = Transportation [|

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

David J. Lewls, Cengressman of Allegany County, Maryland,
"Father" of Parcel Post System of the United States--1913.

Jan.1,19192--War, Savings & Thrift Stamps of World Wer 1
intreduced.

1934, Dec.26--Deed from United States Gevernment te City ef
Cumberland. City paid $45,000. Deed states "to be used for
City Hall or Municipal Building". Land being parts ef original
tewn lets #299-230-277. Deed Bk. 172, page 17.

Only ene of this architecture in Allegany Ceunty.

United States Gevernment beught the land, deed rec, Jen.l6,

1899. Liber 85, Felle 1852
L 7]
= 1
-
[
e W
3(__;15
FRonT

549.75 Feer

fec

> Frederick Street




AL-TE- A-0)5

N. R. FIELD SHEET

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1256, 126, 127
Court records

Newspaper account (Guardian)

Themas History of Western Maryland-Vel.l, p.l0l

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA :
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PRORERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORMER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW (-] (] - o . L] ] (] - o " "
NE -] ] - o L -
SE -] (] Ll o ] -
SW o " - o ] -
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY . CODE
/ g
STATE: V CODE | COUNTY: \ CODE
STATE: Q\ CODE | coUNTY: \J coDE
STATE: \‘ CODE | COUNTY: N\ cobE
11. FORM PREPARED BY_ L : ;
MAME AND TITLE:
Helen E. Hinkle,GChairman; Hazel G. Hansrote, Co-chalrman

ORGANIZATION

DATE

larvlandHistoricel Trust Committee of Allegany Jo. 3/20/71

STREET AND NUMBER:

519 Hill Tep Drive

CITY OR TOWN:

Cumberland

STATE CODE

SNOILON .

Maryland PIS0Z

12.

'STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATIO!

~ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [] State [] Local [7]
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date Date
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\ AL-IC-A —015
Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE STATE
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 0+0;8“'f0?f" MARYLAND
— COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ALLEGANY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ERSTR VAR INIER DATE
Z [I. NAME . e
o comwon: Public Safety - (Pelice Station)
- ano/or wistoric: (FIRST) Federal Court & Post Office Building
[ I?- tOCATlON e : S s ] :
U STREET AND NUM BER:
Frderlick at North Liberty Streets
'—') CITY OR TOWN:
o Cumberland
= STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
e ____Marylend A o 2150:; Allegany 2150
» [3. MAP REFERENCE : ; e ' '
SOURCE:
City Maep - Sept. 1910
w ISCALE:
w DATE: 1€10
= {4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
- AR E —U;TED_ STATES D;A_RT;E; OF THE INTERIOR S :
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MAEYLAND
NATIONAL ISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SR
A REGISTE ALLEGANY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY-DIMB S DARE
Z 1. NAME .
o common:  Publie Safety - (Police Station)
- AND/OR HISTORIC: ( HST B {A] i
— [2. LOCATION
S
=
[
.
(¥ ]
Z
L
w
v
AP

STREET AND NUMBER:

Frederick at North Liberty Str-:ets

CITY OR TOWN:

Cumberlend

ETATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Marylend elso2 | Allegany 21502
3. PHOTO REFERENCE

pHovocreolt: Mpipnlett!'s Studio

patE oF pHoTo: Netp. 1870

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Triolett's Studio

{4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

Public Safety Building faces North. - Front view of picture







MD. HISTORICAL TRUST
BOX 1704

ANNAFOLIS, MD. 21404
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