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~DESCRI PTION --- .. -- - - -- -----------------
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COND ITION 
LJ E xce llen t XJ Good 0 Foir IJ De ter ic,ro ted 11 R ui n s I J Un~• pv.cd 

--~ A~ered ( Ch r< k On~ ~no ll e red--1--- O Mo•ed ( Clle ck-~o~ri gin~~e-----t 
DE SC R IOE T H E P R E SENT AN ~f:'ririott ,:;}-pHV Sl c Al.. A P PEA R ANCE 

The Cylburn House and Park Histori c Distric t i s loca t ed 
in northwes t Baltimore City on the east side of Gre e n Spr ing 
Ave nue and ad j acent to the wes t side o f the Pe nnsylvania 
Rail road tracks . 

The architec t of Cylbu r n House , George A. Frederick, 
de signed the struclurc i n Hr~nuissancc Reviva l -sty le il nd 
constructed the m.Jnsion of clrc..:sscd ~ne.i. ss stone , guarri c ci i n 
the Bare Hills area of Baltimore County . 

The building is two-and-one-half stories with a three­
and-one-half s tory towe r on the principle (south) facade : 
A one-story , open veranda exten ds around the south and .west 
s i des of the house . On the west there is a 11 porte-cochere , 11 

formerly a carriage e ntrance. Cylburn House h a s a hip-on­
hip roof with a kick , or "bell-cast , 11 at the eaves . Narrow, 
elongated , paned dormers in the lowe• h ip have curved roofs . 
A bracketed , exter ior cornice with dentils surrounds the 
house . The second story window lin tels are rectanqular 
while the f irst floor window lint els are curved and the win­
dow as a unit extends to t he veranda floor . The veranda cor­
nice is plain with denti ls on ly . The porch roof is supported 
by square columns with scrolled fr etwork bracke ts at the 
juncture of the cornice a nd each pi e r . 

The tower projects above the south wall and roof . A 
three-window s e micircular 11 bay wi!ldow" on the second fJ oor 
projects from the south tower-wall and s upports a t hird­
floor balcony . Two floor-length , narrow window-doors ope n 
onto the t hird-floor balcony. Each of the pair has semi­
circular s tone trim . The tower cornice, above the third 
f loor window-doors , is bracke ted and above this is a four­
sided Mansard towe r roof with a round-head dormer , one in t h e 
e ast and one in the west roof face of the tower. 

A two-story stone wing extends from the north side of 
the building . 

Although no longer a private residence several interior 
details in Cylburn House remain : in the vestibule the floor 
and side walls are covered with mosaics , and the wreath de­
sign in the f loor is partially repea ted in the leaded glas s 
over the door ; in the first floor hallway are hung tapestries 
believed to be of Belgian origin; four rooms on this floor 
have ~arble fireplaces , each of a different design . The 
grand stairway is finished in black walnut and the parquet 
floors are of maple , oak and black walnut . The drawing room 
(1971 ) on the first floor was copied from the residence of a 
French Minister of Finance at Rauen , France . The dining 
room (1971) contains the escutcheons of the Tyson and Johns 
Families . (SEE CONTINUATION SJJF.ET) ------- - - -·-- - -- · - ---- -- _____________________ _... 
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0 P rc -Columbio n : 0 16th Cen tu ry 0 18th Ceniury 

Q 15th Century 0 17th Century 00 19 rh Ccn lury 

S P EC I F I C D ATE(SI ( lfApplicable ondKnown) 18fll-l RQ Q 

.. RE .. S OF SIGNIFICANCE (Che c k One o r M o re 11s Appropriote) 

Abor iginol [XJ Education 0 Poliricol 

0 Prehistoric D Engi nee• i ng 0 Religion/ Phi. 

0 Historic 0 Indus try lo • ophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention kl Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architec ture lJ Soc 10 l/ HumQI'\• 

0 Commerce rJ L itcrot\,Jt e Ctorion 

0 Commvnicofions 0 Mililary [) T heol er 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 T ron:.por tot ion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

[J 20th Century 

0 Urbon Plann ing 

0 Other (Spt.:ci f)'} 

Cylburn House anrl Park have great significance to· the 
citizens of Baltimore as park land , as a n area for the stucy 
of horticulture and as a small museum of natural history . 
I t represents a n educational alternative use for a large 
nineteenth-ce ntury house and its extensive grounds in any 
city. It typifies status as constructed fo r a late nineteenth­
century O\vner of exceptional weal th , and the success re­
sulting from engaging a good architect . 

The house is s ignificant as an example of a post-Civil 
War "mansi on " many of which have already been cJemolished . 
Its designer , George A . Frederick (1842-1924), was one of 
the most i mportant late nineteenth-century architects woci:ing 
in Baltimore . Frederick began his practice in Baltimore a t 
the age of twenty . He receive d the corrunission for the 
Cylburn House in 1863 ; 'two y ears later he began work on 
another even more ambitious project: the Baltimore City 
Hall . The Renaissance-Revival sty l e of this civic struc ture , 
the City Hall , reflects contemporary buildings in other 
places such as Alfred B . Mullett ' s State , War and Navy 
Building in Washington , D. C., and John MacArthur Jr. ' s 
Philadelphia City Hall . Frederick ' s City Hall , considered 
by some architectural historians to be more suc cessful than 
MacArthur ' s , predates the Philadelphia structure by a decade . 
Frederick ' s handling of the City Hall makes him worthy of 
further investigation by archite ctural his t orians which study 
eventually may increase the architectural value of Cylburn 
House . 

In the f ields of science and education the park in t he 
historic district at Cylburn with its numerous gardens , 
nature trai l s and the museum in the house as well as t he 
active program of the Baltimore City Department of Recrention 
a~d Parks provide an opportunity for the study of botany in 
an urban area . The one-hundred to two- hundred-a- day visita­
tion illustrates that the se r esource s are us ed by the 

:cornmuni ty . 

The builde r of Cylburn was Jesse Tyson , a mining magnntR 

(SEE CONTINUATION SllEET) 
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(9. MAJORBlBLIOGRAPH ICAL REFERENCE S --
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Recorders : Nancy Mil l er , His toria n , Maryland Historica l Trust , 
94 College Avenue , Annapolis , Maryland 21401; Michae l 
Bourne , Mary land Historical Trust . 

Abbott , Co l lamer M., " Isaac Tyson Jr ., Pioneer Mi ning Engineer 
and Metallurgist ," Maryland Historical Magazine , Vol. LX 
(March 1965), 15-25 . 
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level of sign ificance of this nomination is: 

Nati~nal O State IX) Loc al 0 

"·~ a~ OA4r9JJ }'2.,_ J>d, V 
Orlando Ridout IV 
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Cy l burn House and P a rk Historic Dis trict 

#6 . REPRESENTATI ON IN EXIST I NG SURVEYS continued 

Co n1mi ss i o n f or lli s t ori c al und 7\ r chi tcctur a l Preservation 

1965 Local 

Room 40 2 , Baltimore Ci ty Hall 
Baltimore , Mary l a nd Code : 2 4 

#7 . DESCRIPT I ON conti n u e d 
• 

The 165 acre park consists o f lawns, woods , e l even 
n ature tra ils and i ndividual garde ns and all of them a r e im­
portan t to t h e educat ional and horticul tura l use wh ich is be­
ing made of Cy l b u r n House and Park f or the ci ti zens , c h ildren 
a nd v i s itor s a t t h is t i me ( 1971). 

The o nly g arden k n own t o h ave b een planted by t he o r i gi na l 
pri vate owner has b e e n r estore d with the h e lp of t h e Federated 
Garde n Clubs of Mary l and . 

A r o c k garden, a n herb garden , a s h rub g a r den , an ever­
g r een gar den and a n azalea gar den we re laid out by the 
assigned Cy l b u r n ho r t i culturist . There a r e s e veral green­
h ouses on t h e property . 

One of the most impo rtant horticultural are as is the 
e ducatio nal g arde n . The plants grown here range fr om corn to 
peanuts and inc l ude okra . The pu rpo se of the a rea is to show 
t h ese pla n t s t o "inne r ci ty " c h ild r e n . The park guide s hows , . 
among o thers , an average of o ne to two h und r ed child ren daily 
t hrough this g arden and g ive s g ui d e d walks through the nature 
t rails and tours through the mus e um in the House . 

The Cy lburn House g round floor rooms are u2ed for meetings . 
There is a hor ticultu ral reference lib rary in t he h o us e . A 
bird room is maintai ned by the Ma ryla nd Ornithological Society. 
The third floor natural his t ory museum exhibi t s are used for 
nature (study and mai ntaine d by the Cylburn Wildlife Preserve 
and Garde n Center , whi c h o rgani zation als o maintains th e h o u se . 
The D~vision of Horticultur e o f the Bureau of P arks of Baltimor0 
h as of f ice s in Cylburn Hous e . 

(1 of 2 continuation sheets) 
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# 8 . S I GNI F I CANCE continue d 

a nd President of the Baltimor e Chrome Work s . Tyson had in­
her i ted a controlling inte r es t in th e company f rom his father 
I s a ac Tyson , Jr ., who pioneer e d the d e v e lopme nt of chrome 
proce ssing . In the 1860 ' s Tyson began amassing small tracts 
of land along the Jones Falls stream for a country house which 
he envisioned as the "fines t house in MaryJand ." The impressive 
stone structure was fu r nishe d with pie ces of furniture custom 
made f or him in Florence , I t aly . The furniture in the drawing 
room (1971) won a prize at a P a ris exhibition . 

A b~~helor until his sixties , T]son married Edyth Johns , 
a debut ant , and a d e sce ndant of the s e v enteenth-ce ntury J ohns 
f amily that s e ttle d i n Anne Arund e l County , Maryland . ~dyth 

Tyson and her husband made s e ve ral trips to Europe in order to 
complete the f urnishings for Cylburn House . While the Tysons 
lived th e re the house was a model of the conspicuous "Guilded 
Age . " 

#9 . REFERENCES continued 
. .. _, 

Balt imore City Land Records , Hall of Records , Annapolis , 
Maryland . 

Ba l timore City Probate Records , Hall of Records , Annapolis , 
Maryland . 

Baltimore County Probate Records , Hall of Records , Annapo l is , 
t-1ary land. 

Luckett , Margie H. (ed.), Maryland Women . 3 vols . Baltimore : 
Margie H. Luckett , 193 1 . 

Mulvenny , Mrs. T . Frederick , President , Cylburn Wildflower 
Pr e serve and Garden Center . Interview, November 11, 1971 . 

The National Cyclopedia of American Biography . Now York : 
James T . White , 1899, IX , 344 . 

I' 

The &un (Ba1 timore), November 29 , 1906. 

Young; Charles A. , Jr ., Superintendent of Parks , Bureau 
Parks , City of Baltimore. National Register form. 
1970 . Files of the Maryland Historical Trust . 

of 
Sept . 1, 
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