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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICALL APPEARANCE

The Belair Stables are located on the eastern side of
Belair Drive, approximately 1000 fect northeast of Belair
Mansion circa 1742, the home of Maryland Colonial governors.

..The approximate ground coverage of the stables is 8810
square feet. The property is 2 acres, or 71,294 square feet.

‘The present stables 'were constructed by Mr. Woodward,
sometime around the turn of this century, to house his racing

horses and coach team. Horses such as Gallant Fox, Nashua, and

Omaha were stabled within the structure. .

The original and present appearance of the structure is a
"U" shaped plan, with the open end, which leads into pastures.
The structure was constructed in two stages, the first section
being the bottom of the "U". This section is wall bearing,

338

constructed of local dark-brown sandstone 24 inches thick, laid
in ashlar courses of random pattern on a foundation of the samc -

material. Each side of the bottom of the "U" flanks a centerx
arch, the focal point of the structure, and leads into the
‘exercise yard. The entire structure has a hip roof, of green
slate, with dormers on both sides of the arch. The wooden
windows and sills nossess diamond patterned muntin bars and 2
gsandstone jack arch at the window hecads.

The sides that flank the arch, which comprise the bottom
of the "U", housed the stable master's quarters and taclk roocom
on the .right, and at the left the carriage house and fecd
rooms. .

The second stage of construction was the right and left
legs of the "U", which contained the stables and box stalls.
These wings are constructed of brick bhearing walls, with
matchning slate roofs. Earth floors are within the stables and
‘paving brick is outside.the stalls, in the corridor between
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the exterior wall and the stalls. The ceilings are constructed

of a beaded ceiling board 4" wide nailed to the bottom side of
the roof Joist.
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RPERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriutc) I

[} Pre-Columbian’ 7] 16th Century {21 18th Century [ 20th Century !

7 15th Century T 17th Centery 33 19th Centur, ]

SPECIFIC DATEI!S) (IIApplu.nbl( nnd.‘\nonn)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cluck One or More as Appropriate) _

" Urban Plonning

. Abor iginal . ] Education i) F;o!iticol .
(] Prehistoric 7| Engineering "] Religion. Phi- b{y Other (Specify)
] Historic [} Industry losophy gport - Horse
. 3 Agriculture 7] lnvention "} Science Racing
{5} Architecture ) Londscape " Sculpture
- “ [ Art Architecture "7} Social’Humon-
i[O Commerce ) Literature itarian
) [C] Communications (7] Military i 71 Theater
{J Conservation 7] Music ’ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The importance of Belair Stables is in its association
with thoroughbred horse racing and breeding at Belair Estate.
Belair Estate' is recognized as being the only one of the creat

s colonial estates where breeding for the Course was carried on
=z through three centuries. , ‘
- Mr. William Woodward, noted in racing circles, and chair- .
- man of the Jockey Club (1916) built the present stables, ‘
s v around the turn of- this century. The Stable housed foals
gl - which later became famous race horses, including two winners
X ﬁﬁ « of the Triple Crown: Gallant Fox and Omaha.
: {4? - o The present stable was actively used until 1955. - It was
‘f%al gl acquired by the City of Bowie in 1969 for .the purpose of cs-
R Y z tablishing a racing museum and library. The city is restorino !
v FAS o - the stables and placing trophles and memorabilia of the horses

in the stalls.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORKMATION AND PHOY

"~

t.state flaryland
COUNTY rince seorges
TOWN Powle VICINITY

STREET N . .
Belair Ave.

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE  stables
PRESENT OWNER City of Bowie
pRESENT USE by lLeavitt & Sons for
; C
TR N heavy eguipment
WALL CONSTRUGSON gr'ncﬁ

one
NO. OF STORIES !

15

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY ‘
INVEMTORY PeS. +=—A

2.NAME  Stables - Belair

DATE OR PERIOD
STYLE
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

late 1%th century

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

The Belair Stable i1s a

4

Jormers with diamond panes.

arch.

poorly maintained.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered ?

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

stone and the two “legs” are
The central facade contains a Roman arch leading through
the builaing to a court yard.
the arch i1s am open pediment flanked by two hipped-roof

and have “Dutch” horse stall
building is covered with ivy.

OPEN TO PUBLIC no

‘U’ shaped buildirg of which
the portion connecting the two “legs” of the ‘U’ i1s brown-

brick, laiu in Flemish bond.
In the slate hi_ped roof,

There are three diamond

pane windows with flat arches on each side of the center
The brick “legs” of the ‘i’ are five bays long

doors. learly the entire
The yard is untidy and

Interior fair Exterior poor

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Michael Bourne
tiary land Historical Trust

DATE OF RECCRD

Jlune l"' 1968
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Belair Stables
Project No. 24-75-00161-00

West facade of interior courtyard
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Belair Stables
Project No. 24-75-00161-00

North facade of interior courtyard
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