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COMMON: 

Peale ' s Baltimore Museum 
ANO/OR HISTO~IC: 

Munic i pal Museum of the City of Baltimore 

f2 • . J_OCAT~~N ... 

S TREET •NO NUMBER: 

225 North Holliday Street 
C I TY OR TOWN: CONCRESSIONAI.. DISTRICT : 

Baltimore 3rd 
ST A TE I COOE COUNTY: I CODE 

Maryland I :l4 Bal timore pl O 
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CATEGORY 

QWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Checlc One) To THE PUBLIC 

tJ District IX) Building l&l Public Public Acquisition: Ill Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Privofe 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object tJ Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work !Kl Unrestricted 

i n proAress 0 No 

P~_E_'.IENT U~E (Check One or More • • A ppropriete) 

0 Agricultura I 0 Government 0 Par~ 0 T ronsportotion 0 Comments 

O .Commerciol 0 lndustriol 0 Privat• Res ide nce 0 Other (Specify) 

0 ' Educationol 0 Militory 0 Religious 

0 Ente rtoinment ~ Museum 0 Scientific 
- ·· 

t•~tPWMER OF .PROPERTY ·\, .. \,',-. ..... .. .. .. 
.• .. ,, .. ··· ·· -·· . .. 

O .. NER'S NAME : ~ 
Pl 

Citv of Baltimore '1 
~ 

STREET ANO NUMBER: ..... 
Pl 

Citv Hall (St. Paul and Lexinsrton Streets) ::l 
0.. 

CITY OR TOWN : 5T•TE: ':OOF 

Baltimore M:trvl:md 24 
1·'5/ l.O~,ATION OF l,.EGAL DESCRIPTION 

!COURTHOUSE . RCGl5TRY OF DEED5. ETC: 

Recorder of Deeds ~ 
ST~EET •NO NUMt> ER: 

i City Hall (St. Paul and 1.cxington Streets) 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE. CODE ~ 

I Baltimore Maryland 24 

t4~:.'.~J.~E.~E~JATIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS ' 
TI TLE OF SURVEY: 

His.toric American B.uildinS! Survev 
DATE OF SURVEY: -~ Federa l 0 State 0 County 0 Local 

D EPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Linrar y. of Con2ress/Annex 
STREET • NO NUMBER: 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

0 Excellent pil Good Q Foir 
i--=~~~~~~~~--~-CONDITION 

(Checl! One) 

Q!() Altere d Q Unoltered 

(Cftecl! One) 

0 Deterioro ted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A NO ORICIN A L (11 l!nown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
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0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Checl! One) 

[1 Moved 

The Municipal Museum of the City of Baltimore, at 225 North Holliday 
Street occupies the first building erected as a museum in the United 
States. 'Rembrant Peale, the artist son of Charles Willson Peale, 
opened the museum on August 15, 1&14. 

Peale advertised in Baltimore in April, 1813, his intention to build a -
museum, and on August 15 of the following year , he inaugurated his new 
undertaking. Having no plan to follow, he erected a brick three-story 
house that had a two-story wing in back. Inside, the central hallway 
opened onto four small rooms on the first floor, in which were placed 
scientific and natural exhibits. A large drawing room occupied the 
second floor and the third floor held a painting gallery. Peale 
struggled to operate the museum for about eight years, but his creditors 
forced him to sell his interest in it to his brother, Reubens, in 1822. 
Reubens Peale continued the museum until 1829, when his creditors forced 
him to vacate the building. 

The Museum underwent numerous alterations before becoming the Muncipal 
Museum in 1931. It was used as the Baltimore City Hall from 1830 until 
1875. At this time it was made into a Negro School and served this 
function until 1887. From that time until 1931 the building was occupied 
by the Water Board as well as several businesses . 

In r enewing the building for Museum use, the front wall was rebuilt, 
the original portico was recons tructed and the interior was almost 
completely reconstructed. 
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Today, the building is comp}~tely devoted to museum purposes. The two 
fr.ont rooms on the first floor have permanent exhibits that are associatei :z 
with Rembrant Peale. Located in the rear wing are the offices of th~ 
curator. On the second floor are exhibition rooms used for portraits. 
The third floor at present i s not used; located here is the central air 
conditioning until situated behind standing paritions. An addition was 
made in the basement so as to .:iccomodate mu s eum records. Outside the 
museum in back is a small court witll statues . 

BOUNDARY INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The museum is located on the eas t side of North Holliday Street 
between a warehouse on the north side and a church across a small alley 
on the south . The building sits about halfway between East Saratoga , 
Street and East Lexington Street. The Municipal Museum building is 
approximately 40 feet wide facing North Holliday Street, and about 50 
feet long . The museum lot is circa 40 feet by 100 feet. The boundary 
line is contiguous with the property line as described above. 
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f8. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOO (Check One or Mor••• Approprl•I~) 

0 Pre·C.ol-bion I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIF'IC OATEISI (It Appllcable and Known) 

•REAS OF' SICONIFICANCE (Checlc One or More•• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric O Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Indus try 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Archi lecture 0 londscope 

~ Art Architecture 

0 Co,,.merce 0 Lil.,rature 

0 C0tnmunicofions 0 Mil itary 

0 Consen1ation 0 Mus ic 

STATEMENT OF' Sl<;NIFI CANCE 

0 18th Century 

D<f 19th C<1nlury 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio l/Humon

i lor ion 

0 Theater 

0 T ronsportat i on 
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[l 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Peale's Baltimore Museum was the first building in the Un~ted States 
to be designed and erected expressly for museum use. Under the direc
tion of its founder, builder and first operator, Rembrant Peale, and 
later his brother Reubens, the museum was opened to the public for 15 
years. Having served a number of purposes in the interum, the building 
again became the Municipal Museum of the City of Baltimore in 1931. 
Presently the museum houses both painting and perminant exhibits con
cerning Rembrant Peale, the Peale family and the history of Baltimore. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Rembrant Peale was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania on February 
22, 1778. Charles Willson Peale, his father had evidently expected 
that his off spring should be artists for he named them all after the 
old masters, i.e. Rembrant, Reubens, Van Dyck, Raphael and Titian. With 
all this circumstance as events turned out only two of the five became 
artists. 

Rembrant showed early signs of extradordinary talent. He "began to draw 
at ~he age of eight years and by the time he was thirteen he had 
painted a portrait of himse lf. "l -

Upon the retirement of Charles Willson Peale in 1796, Rerobrant was ~iven 
his ·father's seal of approval and thl! title of his success. However, 
this did not lead to instant success. Rembrant thereupon, ventured 
to Charleston, South Carolina, where he remained several years until 
1801 at which time he journeyed to England to study with Benjamin West. 

It was here in London that Rembrant Peale was confronted for the first 
time with the continental art form or "with good art".2 Peale's heart 
was not strong and the climate in England was critically against his 
health, at this time Rembrant Peale decided to ·return to the United 
States and give up painting for agriculture. However, immediate success 
upon his return changed these plans. 

After living in Boston some years, Peale moved to Baltimore in 1812. 
It was here in Baltimore that Peale opened the first building in 
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America to be used solely as a museum and art gallery . Here Peale 
lived for nine years and painted a number of his most famous works 
including "The Ascent of Elijah, " and"The Court of Death," which 
was painted on canvas measuring 24 by 13 feet, and it contained 
twenty-three lifesize figures. This work became one of Peale's most 
famous; it was placed on exhibition in every major city of the United 
States. Fron 1822 to 1829 Peale again returned north where he painted 
portraits in Philadelphia New York and Boston. 

Peale once more returned to Europe where he exhibited his portrait 
of George Washington drawn to Peale's own exacting specifications of 
likeness. The portrait received raves of critics. Upon Peale's return, 
the portrait was purchased by the United States Government and now 
hangs in the Vice President's room in the Senate wing of the Capitol. 
Peale's works include; •1The Court of Death,"his most famous , "Song of 
the Shirt," "Errina, " "Wine and Cake ," and "Italian Peasant. " Peale 
died on October 3, 1860. 

!Cyclopedia of American Biography, James T. White and Company: 
New York, 1907, vol. 5., p. 320. 

2Ibid 

•, 
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LATITUDE ANO l t")N<;1TµOE COORDINATES 
0 

L'TITUf'F. A "'C LC' .. G1•"JOE t'.OOROINA .TE$ 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO<>FRTY DEFINING TH,. l."'NT=:.R POIN1 OF A :>.-OPERTY 

·- R,___ oi; L~S THA~ TEN ACR_Es 

CORNER L A TITUDE LONGITUDE UTM LATITUDE LO'NGITUOE 

Deg•••u Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes ~c:onds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . • 0 . . 0 ' . 
HE 0 . . 0 . . 18.361100.4350200 . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
C\O/ " ' • ~ . ·-

APPROXIMATE A CREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: less than one acre V' 
)LIST ALL ST•TES AN O COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING ST A TE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

S TATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 
m 
m 

STA TE: CODE COUNTY: CODE -
ST•TE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 
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V' 

STATE.: CODE COUNTY: CODE -i 

;::o 
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NAME ANO TITLE: 

Joseph s. Mendin2hall. Histori::m 
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STREET ANO NUMBER: 0 

1100 L. Street, N.W. z 
CITY OR TOWN : - STATE CODE 
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Washington D r. 20240 - 11 

(12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERI FICATION 
-

I hert-hy certify that this pcoJ.rty ·is· ~=(!ed i(l the · .·: 
As the designated ~tnte Liaison Offic~r fM lhc Nu-

tional Historic Preservation A ct of 19M> (Publ ic Law 
NetiooalRegister, . . 1 .. -,. Lb.:;. ":~. ·. :> ffe1.J.., 11 · 

89-665), l hereby nomin.Ate this Jlropcrty for inclus ion ~I. ?~:.-( \~; 1! . . . .. :\_ · ; :~ J·1 .. - . . .. ; 
in the National Register and c-er1ify thnt it hns been • ' r \ • . ;.,· ,_' .. . ...; L,.1,., •. :-·.····"' l .. 
..,va luated accordine, to the c·itetin nn1I proccwres set 

I • . .. - • 
J ·.:·-ry • I ' '1 ; , _ 

forth by the National Park Service. 'l11c recommended ,, -:r;·t- ·{l I ... . C· I.I · Ctc.~ / · 
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ENTRY NUMBER l DATE 

l 
z r1 . NAME · · i"'. ,~.r .:··.", · : 

0 COMMON: Municioal Museum of the Citv of Ba1 ti_mnl"~ 

. .... 
ANO/ OR HISTOR I C : Peale 's Baltimor~ M'.· .~enm 

12 •. LOCATION ':;':'\.,:· .;· 
--

·•· ~ . 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

u 225 North Holliday Street 
::> 

..; 
'• 0:: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore 

• .... STATE: I <;:ODE I COUNTY: I CODE 

"' 
Maryland I 24 I Baltimore I 510 

z 13. 
.. , . 

,:> .}%)/<'.::· MAP REFERENCE ., ·. ::~··. 

SOURCE: , 
U.S. Geological Survey , 7.5 -Baltimore East Quadrangle 

w SCALE: l ::l4,uuu 

' w DATE: 1953 lPhotorevised 1966) 
14. REQUIREMENTS 

"' TO BE INCLUD ED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Properly broundories w here required. 

2. North orrow. · 0::::. 
3. lofitude and longitude reference. I -

~: ----· L~ .r~· ·. 
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DNAME 
HISTORIC Municipal Museum of the City of Baltimore 

AND/OR COMMON 
Peale's Baltimore Museum 

fDLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore 

IJ PHOTO REFERENCE . 

_VICINITY OF 

PHOTO CREDIT Joseph s. Mend inghall 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Historic .Sites Survey 

a IDENTIFICATION 

COUNTY 
Baltimore 

STAl; 

Maryland 

DATE OF PHOTO 7 /7 4 

. -

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

Frontal view, looking east . 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORM S 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

[11 NAME 
HISTORIC Municipal Museum of the City of Baltimore 

AND/OR COMMON Peale's Baltimore Museum 

B LOCATION SJATE 

--
CITY TOWN _VICINITY OF Baltimo~~NTY Maryland 

-------· --~B:al~t~i~·m:o~r~e:._ __ ~~------------------------------------------------~ ---
f!I PHOTO REFERENCE 
&ii Joseph s. Mendinghall 

PHOTO CREDIT 
OATE OF PHOTO 7 /7 4 

NEGATIVE FILED AT 
Historic Sites Survey 

D IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

PHOTO NO. 

View of rear . looldn<> ... ,..-~ 


