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St . Alphonsus ' Church is located on t he northeast corne r of 
the inte r section of Park and Sara toga Stree ts in Ba l t i more . 

St . Alphonsus ' Church is a Gothic-Reviva l building that 
combine s German and English Pe rpendicular Gothic details . 
St . Alphons us ' is basically a large recta ngular space with 
a i s les and nave of the same he ight . The uniform he i ght of 
the ceiling has a f e elihg similar to that of the box-like 
collegiate chapels in England , e . g . Kings College Chapel , 
Cambridge . At the same time the open interior space re­
semb l es a "hall-church " familiar to the Redemptorists, who 
commissioned the Church in the Gothic architecture of thei r 
native Ge r many. The star-shaped vaults , although made of 
plaster , and the Pe rpendicular-style windows and tracery 
came from English source s . The effect produced by the 
duration is reminiscent of the interiors in the British 
House of Parliament by Charles Barry and Augustus Puzin . 
The walls and ceilings are stenciled with a strong geld 
accent . The clust2~cd iron colWJU1S are marbleized . 

German Catholic exarr.ples provided the precedent for the 
apse containing the altar flanked on each side by a n apsidal 
space containing a side altar. On the exterior , the central 
tower located over the center door on the south facade has 
an appearance similar to towers found in many German towns. 

The floor plan--notably the vestibule which runs the 
entire length of the southern end of the church -- is a 
characteristic of the architect , Robert Cary Long, Jr. The 
crenelation , the stripped buttresses, the seven bay, east 
and west, facades, and the box-like shape -- these elements 
of St . Alphonsus ' appear in Long ' s Franklin Street 
Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, a National Register of 
Historic Places property. Unlike the Franklin Street church, 
Long intended St . Alphonsus ' Church to be painted a warm 
buff color. In 1968, in a burst of "Colonial" enthusiasm, 
the church had the paint blasted off. Long did not object 
to bare brick walls , rather he felt that the quality of 
brick available to him at the time was not adequate to re­
main bare . 

In the nineteenth century the Redemptorists showed an 
appreciation for the architecture of Long ' s church and used 
similar designs for other church buildings on the same 
block . The three satellite buildings -- the Rectory, the 
Convent and the Halle--blend architecturally with St. 
Alphonsus' Church making a unified urban composition. 
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I 
I 
I 

I 
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it is one of the f i r st Gothic buildings b a sed on a careful 
study of medieva l mode ls which is mos t frequently character­
ized in the Anglo-American ecclesiological move ment . Phoebe 
B . Stanton , in The Gothic Re viva l and Ameri can Chu r ch 
Architecture An Episode in Ta ste , (Baltimore : 196 8, 2 25-23 8) 
h as given the best asse ssment of the architectura l signi f icanc~ . 

Mrs . Stanton ' s book p l aces the Bal t i more architect, Robert 
Ca ry Lo ng , Jr. , i n t he same rank wi th Frank Wills , John 
Notrnan a nd John W. Priest . St. Alphonsus ' wa s Long ' s f irst 
maj o r commission . I n i t ' s design especially the interio r, 
h e benefited f rom his exposure to English Gothic Reviva l 
architec ts , notably A. W. Pugin . Long had trave l led in 
Europe a nd had s t udie d wi th Mar tin Euc l id Thomp s on in New York 
a nd with his fat her in Ba l timo re . Though his brief care e r 
was termi nated by h is e arly d e ath i n 1 849 , Long made a n i mpor t1 
ant c on tribu tion to Ameri can Arc hitectural Theory , notab ly in a 
series of article s for The Literary Wo r l d (1848-1 849) and 
for The Uni t ed States Cat hol ic Maga zine (18~~) . . 

St . Alphonsus ' Chu r ch, t he i nstitution , has played an 
importa nt role in t he h is tory of Baltimore . The Re d emptionist 
Fat h e rs , a Germa n ord e r of Roman Catholic pri e sts , r a ised t he 
money to hire Long a nd erect t he church . The Re demptionists 
had come to Baltimore to minister to the rising number of 
German immigrants. They erected a school at the same time 
as the· ·t!hurch and provided education before the public school 
system h a d r e ache d al l chi ldren . The school burned and was 
replace d by St . Alphonsus ' Halle (1873) which is still in use . 
In 1858 the Redemptionists began the St . Alphonsus ' Orphan 
Asylum for Ge rman orphans . Two years later the Al phonsus H~ll 
Buildi ng Association, which loaned mortgage money, be came 
an incor porated l e nding institution in Baltimore· City . I 

The Redemptionists h ave severed their ties with Baltimore Citiy . 

(see continuation sheet) 
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-
A~~yl and B-J.~ 
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altimore City 
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#6 - Representation in Existing Surveys (continued ) 

Maryland Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks 
1972 State 

Maryland Historical Trust 
252 5 Riva Road 
Annapol i s Maryl and 24 

#7 - Description - Continued 

St . Alphonsus' Halle , at 125- 12 7 Saratoga Street , is a 
~four-and-a-half-story brick structure with a central 

~-4?> SI pavilion topped b y a gable . A lancet shaped brick arch 
frames the central door . The second and third-story windows 
on the pavilion are lancet shaped . The dormers of the Halle 
are English Gothic. 

The Convent a t 112 W. Saratoga Stree t i s three stories 
high , set on a high basement. The structure has both common 
and Flemish bond on its principal (south) facade . There is a 
molded b r ick cornice. The windows have flat or jack arches 
and marble sills . 

The Rectory at 114 W. Saratoga Street, between the Convent 
on the east and the Church on the west is a symmetrical, 
five-bay , four-story structure . Buil t of brick, there is a 
belt course between the third and f ourth stories . 

#8 - Significance - Continue d 

However , the independent congregation that owns the church 1s 
an active inner-city institution ministering to the needy, 
irrespective of any German extraction . They maintain the 
Halle , a rectory and a convent . 

St. Alphonsus' Church and its satellite buildings on 
Saratoga Street, the Halle (No . 125- 127) , the rectory (No . 11 ) 
and the Convent (No. 112) define the urban street scape 
with an important unified architectural statement. 

1 of 2 continuation shee ts · 
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St . Alphonsus ' Church 

#9 - Major Bibliographical Refe rences (continued) 

Stanton , Phoebe B . Notes on St . Alphon sus ' Church and on 
Robert Cary Long , Jr . The Johns Hopkins Univers ity , 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

The Gothic Revival and American Church Architecture An 
Episode i n Taste 1840-1856 . Baltimore : The Johns -
Hopkins Press , 1968 . 
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