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"This frame and stonc onc-and-a-half story structure in two parts faces souts
| [ . 5
i in a grove of oak trces on o platecan west of the Susquchanna River sontheast
‘0f Berkley. Jt is notable for the exauisitely panelled interior and the

suncvenly-pitched roof ol the frame scction, and for the Tong low east wing,

"The larger west section of frame, weatherboarded, is almost square. Now
. three havs by three, with windows 9 lights over o, its peaked rool ridye-
| 1ine runs cast-west with a large brick chinmey rising inside the west gable.
. The south slope of the roof has three sharply peaked dormers over windows
6 lights over 9. The north slope, less stecp, cxtends over a long narrow
! porth room thuat was once two small rooms. (lpstairs a long dormer now
enlarges the north bedroom.)

Pestored in 1931 to what was belicved to he its condition in 1781, we find
. now that it had already been altered at the carly date from its original
shape, and it can be surmised that this change took place, perhaps, as carly

gs TS

33

This frame section contains some very fine woodwork. The living room is
fully panelled. with an exceptionally rich molding around the pancls. ‘The
treatment over the fireplace between the two west windows has raised ficld-
| ed panels above a handsome late eorgian mantel. A staircasc with carved
step-ends and a walnut railing rises to the north along the cast wall, 1urns‘
; at a landing in the corncr, and continues in onc more small flizht to the
second floor. The dining room to the north, has one wall of raiscd panclin:.

L3Ny dsnN

4 long low wing runs east, one room deep. The first room has stonc walls
over two feet thick. A central chimmey rises from a huge cooking firc-
place with its crane still in place bchind the wide brick hearth. A wind-
inc staircasc in the fireplace-wall leads to a small bedroom under the Tow !
caves. rooms east of this old kitchen werc built in 1931 for a modern
kitchen and laundry.
" lleavy masonry supports in the cellar indicate a larger fireplace than that
e xisting in the living room. This arched support extends across two-thirds !
of the windowless west wall to the northwest corner of the room. This
conirms Lenry Chandlee Forman's plan view™ of the house (sec copy of his
s:etch on continuation sheet #1). This change was made in the latc 18th
contury. The elegant smaller fireplace in the present west wall and the
140 windows beside it are remembered by our contemporary members of the
Jones family who lived in the house in the late 1800's. There scems to
have been only moderate wealth among the preceding owners until we go ,
back as far as James Rigbic in the 1750's, 60's and 70's when the living
ool was used as a courtroom. i

! Jlenry Chandlee Forman, Lurly Manor and Plantation liouses of Mary Fand
(Easton, Marvland: By the Author, 1934) p. 124.

] {sce continuation sheet 1)
e o —e X 7~ §

SNDO




o . B..SIGNIFICANCE

B kens s Check Unie or More as Appespaiate )

INSTRUCTIONS

$EE

I LA Architeciare
Comnerce Loteratinge
Communicotions X Miloary
Censrrvation Missiae

+

e — —

1 Histenic
_, Agriculture

A Architeeture

TV Industry

' Invention

b Laendsr ape

SSTATLMLNT O S, SNIFICANGH

Religion Phi.

losophy

¢ Pre-Columbion ¢« 16th Century X 184h Century
! 15th Century 1710 Cemtury 12th Century
: SHrCir ?A_\‘ L -'. -.H Applicatde and Kowncns o =5 i
|l arEASs oF SIGNIEIC atice (Check Une or More us Approptiate)
Abor iginal + Educotion X Palitical Urlan
| Prehistoric Enginecrting i Other

Flamiimng

(ST LR T

Seience

Srulproe

N

ool Human-

(A T T

| lirgter

Torapiee proan taa diuany

The Rigbic llousc was twice the scene of important events in our country's

history,

have prevented his
ward . from turning
ington gt Yorktown.

fought.”

In April 1781 Lafayette's officers quelled a mutiny that migat
army of Mew England troops, who had been headed home-
south again to join fiencral Greenc and General Wasii-
in which case that battle might never have heen
Larlicr it had been one ol a series of forest outposts fort-

ified against the Indians and representing Lord Baltimore's claim of 1632
to land extending north to the 40th puarallel, a claim disputed Jifity vears

later by William Penn (1682) until thne  lason Dixon line was sct

in 1767

This is the manor housc of hilip's PMurchase, 2,000 acres willed to
Natoan Righic by his grandtather Thomas Tench of Annapolis.

ed here before 1732,

(1728) . Serrold llopkins (1728) and lenry Coale (1731).
shipping his crop to Ingland by way of Lis warchousc at tihce nort of

Lupidum.

naving sold off three smaller tracts to
ile raiscd

Thonmns

Riehije el
) R e

Tobace «,

lle had a store along the road from Joppa to Bald Yriar (probail.

at the fork of the road to Lupidum at Parlington). In partnership w

gJacch Giles and John Halle of Crunberry he built and operatod the Cunoer-

land rorge on Deer Creel just above Stafford.
built a gristmill at Wilson's Mill on Deer Creek on a tract called

Md he is

helieved

1o h:

pliaee

1L

Chance deeded to his son James in 1743, one of the carliest mills in

In 1755 he was commissioned Colonel in the Cavalry o!f
Baltimore (now liarford) County, and given the additional responsibilite
three years later of an appointment as Hiph Sheriff.

Harford County.

Jimes Rigbie, Mathan's celdest son, inherited this property at his iather's
death in 1752, along with some of his judiciary and military powers.

Captain of tihe

Hilitia and High Sheriff of Laltimore (now Harford) Counts,

he is thought to have built the clegant frame scction of the house oy
perhaps rebuilt the interior using the ranclled living room as his comet

TOOLM,

Here Ceneral Lalfavelte was received

in 1781, his

L roop:s

t'l'll\i il

at the huge Fireplace in the old Kitcaen, their mutiny of that night
resolved the next morning.

Owned in later years by the Recod, Nelson, and Jones families, the hi
of the house was re=discovered in 1931 hy .t

Alexis

Shriver ol

(RN

Lhe Har oy

Historical Society . sho persuaded the owners 1o ¢lear o0 the plaster
covering the panclled interior for a celehration of the 150th anniversaes
of Seneral lafavette's

visit.
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