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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Callahan House originally stood on a corner lot at
the intersection of College and Bladen Streets. In its
original location the house was situated adjacent to the
intersection corner of its lot, so that what is now the
southeast corner of the building was directly on the property
line with a sidewalk built up against it. At its next location
the house was so closely hemmed in on three sides by neighboxr-
ing buildings that obtaining a favorable view of it was nearly
impossible. Now, however, it has been moved to Conduit Street
in front of the new city parking garage adjacent to the Lloyd
Dulaney House. 1In its present location it is easily viewed
from all directions.

In spite of its two movings, the main portion of the house has
suffered few irremediable alterations, and it survives in
generally sound structural condition. The Callahan House is

2 1/2 stories high, covered by a steep gable roof pierced

by dormers apparently of a later date. The chimneys at the
east and west ends feature a hound's tooth course around the
top. The east chimney has been reduced in width at a later
date. The four-bay north front and the three-bay west, or
B entrance front are laid up in very fine Flemish bond while

: the south, or rear, facade is laid in English bond (one

course headers to one.of stretchers) as is the east wall.

The” water table is capped with a course of molded brick; the
water table itself has been covered with scored stucco. The
windows on the north and west walls are capped with finely
executed guaged brick lintels undercut with segmented curves.
Most of the windows in the house amazingly retain. their
original sashes. The decorative window on the third floor of
the west wall has a round headed top and has interlacing
mullions. The Callahan House's noted doorway occupies the
southern bay on the main facade. It is similar to Plate
XLVII of Batty Langley's The City and Country Builders and
Workmans Treasury of Designs, (London, 1750). A Doric
pediment crowns the doorway supported on a Doric entablature
and fluted Doric pilasters. The doorway also has panelled re-
veals and its original panelled door. :
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A photograph taken circa 1890 reveals a porch funning the en-~
tire length of the (now) south side. The south wall is plas-
tered on the first floor,.,in the area which was bounded by the
porch. This same photograph shows a two story service wing
that was attached to what is now the southeast corner of the
house. A 2 1/2 story addition was added after the move to St.
John's Street which greatly disfigured the house at the corner
P where the service wing used to stand. When this addition was
removed some of the original walls of the house came with it.
This section is now filled in with cinder block prior to
restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Callahan House is one of the few remaining upper-
middle class Annapolis houses dating from the mid-1780's.

The builder was John Callahan, a prominent late eighteenth
century Annapolitan. He served as Register of Land Records for
the western shore of Maryland during the Revolution and was a
lieutenant colonel in the militia from 1794 to 1795. He was
well thought of in Annapolis, for he served as a trustee of the
estates of William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and. of Samuel Middleton, owner of the recently restored
Middleton's Tavern at the Annapolis dock.

Callahan married a daughter of architect William Buckland, who
came to Annapolis in the 1770's to work on what is now the
Hammond Harwood House.

The Callahan. House originally stood on Bladen Street across
from the State House. At the turn of the century the con-
struction of State buildings threatened the continued existence
of the building. A new site was found on St. John Street and
the house was moved (from November 1900 through January 1901)
with its owners, the Misses Pinkney, in residence.

{
In 1928 St. John's College purchased the house for a dormitory.
Four decades later the State again wanted the site of the house
for new construction. The Maryland Historical Trust saved the
building from certain demolition by finding it a third site.
In the fall of 1972 the house was moved through downtown
Annapolis to its new location on Conduit Stgeet. The State of
Maryland conveyed title to the property to the City of Annapo-
lis; the Maryland Historical Trust holds an interior and ox-
terior easement to insurc its prescrvation.

lpederal Direct Tax Assessment of 1798. Anne Arundel
County. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

(See continuation shcet)
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Annapolis, Maryland.

Federal Direct Tax Assessment of 1798. Anne Arundel County.
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

| (See continuation sheet)

Brown, Ann Interview. June 18, 1971. Historic Annapolis, Inc.

John Callahan House files. Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis
Maryland, and Historic Annapolis, Inc. Annapolis, Maryland.
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#8 =~ Significance (Continued)

The Conduit Street location places the Callahan House in an
appropriate setting. The structure compliments its neighbor, the
Lloyd Dulaney House, and helps to restore an historic character
to the street.

# 9 - Major Bibliographical References (Continued)

McWilliams, Jane. Interview. June 18, 1971. Weems Creek,
Annapolis, Maryland.
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DESCRIBE THE PRE;SENT’AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pinkney-Callahan House originally stood on a.corner -
‘lot at the intersection of College and Bladen Streets. In its
original location the house was situated adjacent to the inter-
section corner of its lot, so that what is now the southeast
corner of the building was directly on the property line with a
sidewalk built up against it. = In its present location the housg¢
is so closely hemmed in on three sides by neighboring buildings
that obtaining a favorable view of it is nearly”impossible._

- : In spite of the moving, the main portion: of the house has
e suffered few irremediable alterations, and it survives in
L ‘ ‘generally sound structural condition. The rectangular brick
AR ' building stands 2 1/2 stories high and is covered by a steep
i gable roof pierced by dormers that are probably not original.
At the base of each side of the roof is a simple, molded cornics
and at each end is a wide interior-end chimney featuring a
hound's-tooth course around the cap. The west chimney has been
reduced in width at a later date. The four-bay: south front and|
the three-bay east, or entrance front, are laid up -in very fine
flemish bond, while the north, or rear wall, is laid in English
bond.  The west wall is completely hidden in vines so that it
is impossible to determine either the brick bond or any alter-.
ations to the openings. The beveled water table around the bas{
“of the house has been covered over with scored stucco. " The ~
windows on the south and east wall are embellished with finely
" executed gauged brick lintels undercut with segmented curves.
L - Most of the windows in the house amazingly retain their origina
¥ v sash. The decorative window on the third floor of the east wal
‘ has a round-headed top and features interlacing tracery in the |
upper portion. In the first floor north bay of the east wall is
~the Pinkney-Callahan House's notad donrway. - The composition of
this doorway incorporates a Doric pediment and entablature
L supported on fluted Doric pilasters. The doorway also has
Eﬁ" | paneled reveals and its original paneled door."
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On the rear wall of the house is a portion of an early one! -

story porch which at one time extendedacross the entire first |
- floor, of that side. A photograph of the house taken prior to
- its moving shows that there was a two-story  -service wing locate

at what is now the northwest corner of the house. Portions of
: this wing apparently were moved. with the house, but the corner
E; . where it originally joined the main section has been much dis-
: figured by a twentieth century, 2 1/2 story addition being
piaced there.  Sections of the service wing's original English
bond walls can be seen, but the floor levels have been raised
along with the over-all height of the walls. - ’

j 1]

The plan of the Pinkney-Callahan House is similar to that
of Ogle Hall, having the entrance and stair hall.located againsi

the rear wall, and the two principal rooms lbcated-againSt the.
' o (see Continuation Sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

~Although not widely known because of its obscure location, -
the Callahan-Pinkney House is a significant example of colonial
craftsmanship and design, and ranks. among the major architect-
ural monuments of Annapolis. The construction date of this
notable Georgian house is unknown, but stylistic evidence
indicates that it was probably built in the mid-eighteenth
century. ' Its many architectural similarities to Ogle Hall
(built circa 1740), such as the side entrance, the steep gable
roof, the wide interior-end chimneys, and the treatment of the
brickwork all serve to support a mid-eighteenth century
|construction date. Also, the nearly identical treatment of the
Pinkney-Callahan House's Doric style doorway to the doorway on
the west front of Montpelier, Prince George County (circa 1751),
further suggests a mid-eighteenth century date. One of the most
Qﬁhandsome in the city, this doorway is probably based on plate
R XLVII of Batty Langley's The City and Country Builders and -
B S Workman's Treasury of Designs, (London, 1750).. '

I N S TRUCTIONS

N _ . » '
— The builder and the first owner of the Pinkney-Callahan

= House is also uncertain. It is known, however, that the house
é was acquired in the 1770's by John Callahan (1750~1803). A
<

SEE

prominent Annapolitan, Callahan is mentioned in the accounts of |
Christopher Richmond in connection with services rendered the
Maryland troops during the Revolutionary War.

4 rat

John. Callahan married Sarah, the second daughter of William
Buckland, the architect (1734~1774). The John Callahan's daugh-|
ter, the William Bucklandsg! granddaughter, Sally, married ,

Richard Harwood on March 29, 1803, Treasurer of the Western
Shore of Maryland. Harwood owned and resided in the Hammond-
Harwood House on Maryland Avenue, Annapolis. The Hammond - o
_ Harwood House was designed by Sally Callahan Harwood's architect
grandfather, William Buckland, and is considered by architecturall
historians to be one of the finest examples of Georgian-style '
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P - pne of his wife, and one of his children, by Charles Wilson
R ‘ - Peale, are exhibited at the Hammond-Harwood House (1971).

Johh Callahan also served as Commissionér_bf’the Landloffice‘
' (see Continuation Sheet) i :

mansions in this country. Three portraits, one of John Callahan|,
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47, DESCRIPTION'

front wall. The interior retalns much orlglnal woodwork
“including a number of doors and a handsome stalr The stair

ascends around an open wall to the third floor and is: ‘decorated
"with scrolled stair ends, molded handrail, and square balusters
The principal first and second floor rooms are treated with a’

simple cornice, chair rail and baseboard}‘ What may be original
mantels are very plainly treated. It is hoped that further,
more detailed study of the interior of this SIgnlflcant house
can reveal more of its exact original appearance -

48, SIGNIFICANCE : - |
‘and was the intimate of several Important Annapolls flgures Hel
is listed as being a trustee of the estates of William Paca, -
Samuel Middleton, and George Mann. Following Callahan's death
in 1803 ownership of the house passed to his. WIdow, Sarah
Buckland Callahan. Thirty years later she sold it to Sommer- .
ville Pinkney, a local attorney. Pinkney's two maiden daughterg
‘inherited the house following the deaths of their parents,. and:
retained ownershlp untll thelr deaths in the early twentleth
century. Lo ' . :

During the winter of 1900- 1901 the house was moved from
its original. location on Bladen Street, some 300 feet east, to
a lot on St. John's Street, in order to make way for the con-
struction of the Court of Appeals. Bullding ' The Pinkney sister§ . ¢
are said to have remained lining in the house durlng the six L
weeks nove, and even to have served tea there one. afternoon. '

In 1928 the house was acquired by St John s College and
since that time it has. been used as a dormitory and infirmary.
At the present time the house:is threatened with demolition by
the State of Maryland which has an optlon ‘on the property and
intends to use 1t for further expansion of state offlce bulld—
Ings.. :
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES i O : ;
. B , Anne Arundel .
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM i S FOR NPS USE ONLY.

" ENTRY-NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photogtaph)

common: St,. John's Colleqe Infirmary, John Callahan House

; LOCATION

AND/OR HISTORIC: Plnkney Callahan Hous llahan House, Pinkney House

STREET AND NUMBER:

5 St. John S Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolls ‘
STATE: ' copE {COUNTY: T ) e CODE
Maryland A 24 __Anne Arundel - loo3
wOTOREFERENC . = i Cheiiie g St i
FHOTO CREDIT: Marlon Warren and Delse Smith
DATE OF PHOTO: 1918

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Marion Warren,

Box 1508, Annapolis;?Md »H?]AQITJ';

, D RECTION ETC

Northeast gable end frontlng on St. John s Street .On its "
‘original site on Bladen Street this doorway served as a side
entrance. St. John's College campus and the Hall of Records

may be seen from the front of the house.,
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- g ‘ ' . PROPERTY MAP FORM b T FOR NPS USE ONLY
. ;ﬂ‘ype all entries - attach to or enclose with map) s . ENTRY NUMBER DATE
o common: G John s College Infirmary, John Callahan House
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Callaha -Pink House., Callahan Hanse. Pinkney Housg
CISTREET AND NUM BER:
o 5.St.,John's Street
e CITY OR TOWN: '
o Annapolis
- STATE: B CcopE |COUNTY: - cobE
w Maryland 21401, 24 Anne Arundel 003
- / L e
= ‘ Histori'c Annapolis, Inc., 18 Pinkrie'y' Street, Annapolis., Md.
W scare: 1" - equals 100 e
W DATE: 1969 Inventorv prepared by Car] Feiss and Bussel Wright
o : 3 A
| TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property bropnddries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and.l’ongifude reference.. -
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e T UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR T ‘
‘ ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o X
{L Maryland :
NKHONALREGBTEROFlﬂSTORK:PLACES/44’& SouNTY
Anne Arundel

. - PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM R s I FOR NPS USE ONLY
- wv o (Z‘ype aII‘entnfas - attach to or enclose with photograph) - : ENTRY NUMBER SDATE
- :
o COMMON: CH'-P John's ("n'l1po'p Infirmary, John- Callahan House E
- }fNWOR'“‘mC Plnknev Calla an. House Plnknev House;
- ' z :
. U STREET AND NUMBER.»
- 5 St. John's Street
CITY OR TOWN: - :
& Annapolis .
- STATE: ERIEER CODE [COUNTY: @ v Bl ' : copE | i
“w o Maryland , 24 _Anpe Arundel loo3z |
— FHOTO CREDIT! Marlon Warren
"IDATE OF PHOTO; | ca,1890
L NEGATIVE FILED AT: - . L . o : :
w ’#2 70. ' Marlon.E Warren Box 1508, Annapolis, Maryland 21401}
(7,3 {4 R R R N R e T S R R TR e PR T
: DESCRIBE VIEW DIRECTION ETC
‘View of Callahan- Plnkney House on 1ts orlglnal 51te at the
corner of Bladen Street and College Avenue. Facade with porch
(facing southeast here) faces northwest at St. John's Street |
site.  The gable end, frontlnngladen Street. (foreground in .

this photo). Now faces St. John's Street to provide entrance.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
21 STATE CIRCLE

‘SHAW HOUSE

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET
Individual Structure Survey Form

SURYEY NUMBER: /4 /4 ‘6_8_

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:

e ————————

|

|

UTM REFERENCES:
Zone/Easting/Northing

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

s B g .

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32 Par 631

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis ' Pinkney-Callahan House §
LOCATION: /M Conduit Street | PRESENT USE: 0ffice B
ORIGINAL USE: SF Res :
moved here from St. John's College ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: K
COMMON NAME:
Pinkney-Callahan House BUILDER/CONTRACTOR:

OWNER:

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:

ADDRESS: City of Annapolis Excellent (X) Cood ( )

Fair ( ) Poor: ( )
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME : ]
Yes (X) No () Restricted ( ) STYLE: Georgian
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCEnL: peg./mABS O DATE BUILT: C.1760
Local ( ) State (V) National (=)

A.
B.

Appendages:

Roof Style:

3. Wall Covering:

5. Roof Covering:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation:

2. Wall Structure

Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

Post and Beam( )Balloon( )
Brick(X)Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

A. Wood Frame:
B. Wood Bearing Masonry:
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:

Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer(X)Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )

Bonding Pattern: Other:

4. Roof Structure

Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
Other:
Slate(X)Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )

Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:

6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:

Porches( X) Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( X)Chimneys( X)Sheds ( )Ells( )

Wings ( )Other:

Gable( Y Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )

Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other:
Number of Stories: 2 1/2
Number of Bays: 3 x 4 Entrance Location:_Rjight and at
Approximate Dimensions: 30 x 35 right side

THREAT TO STRUCTURE:

No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( )
Development( )Deterioration( )
Alteration ( )Other:

LOCAL ATTITUDES:
Positive( )Negative( )
Mixed( ) Other:




n

ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: AA~(&O

Massive end wall chimneys, simple boxed cornice, later dormers, round
arched window in attic level of end wall to the street; windows have ' X
elliptical arches, molded watertable; Flemish bond on north and west ) /,
elevations, English on south and east; pedimented entrance at Conduit
Street elevation with Doric pilasters; simple arthitrave entrance at east
~levation. .

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Built by John Callahan, Commissioner of the Land Office of the
Western Shore, later residence of Somerville Pinkney. Moved 1901

across College Avenue to St. John's campus, and 1972 to its present ok
site. Important as a type and critical to streetscape. /
REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

. ' Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up(J)Densely-Built Up( )
Residential( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )
Roadside Strip Development( )
Other:

RECORDED BY:
Russell Wright

ORGANIZATION:
Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED: /4%( /?f 3
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PHOTO CREDIT. Please, « * *

24 £ Wi la

p. 0. Box 1508 Annapolis, Maryland
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. 164 Conduit | BA LpO
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County
| Russell Wright ' ,July, 1982

I_ Maryland Historical Trust,
| Annapolis, Maryland .
. M€ Elevation/camera facing S






