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5 = - =
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[7 DEsCRiPTION . { ]
- fEnmch el Glassworks
] Excellent Bl Good [ Foir [C] Deteticroted X | Ruins EJ Unexposed
CONDITION {Check One) {Check One)
[ Altered I Unoliered 1 Moved R Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ]

The Amelung House ‘ané Glassworks are located nine miles south
cf Frederick and four miles southwest cf Urbana in Frederick
County, Maryland.

When Jchann Friedrich Amelung came to Marylend in 1784 he
bought about 2100 acres of heavily-forested land in Fred-
erick County. Here hLe built the Glassworks which he hoped
wcvld prove a profiteble business irn the newly-formed
Unitec States. Today there ere no longer any akcve-ground
remaine cf the factory, kut Amelung's late-Georgian, brick
home still starnds on its stone founcdation.

The house is situated on the south slope of a2 hill over-
locking Bennett's Creek. It is a two-story building with
both an attic and a basement. It has a water table just
abecve the steore fcundaticn and a belt ccursc between the
first arnd seccnd flocrs. The front and west end of the
hcuse are ceonstructed in Flemish kond brick, while the

rear ard east end are cf English bond. Each end is twc bays
wide. The front is six kays acrcss the second story, and
twc kays te the left cof the door and three bays tc the right
on the first stcry. This front entrance has z wide door
frame and a transcm ehove ite paneled door. NKine steps lead
up to the large larding &t this entrance. -

SNOI L1LDNYLlsS NI

The winécws orn the first and second flcors are dcukle-hung,
with twelve-over-twelve lighits. One talli, narrow chinney -
rises frcm each end of the "A" rocf. There is & wcoden
cecrnice with modillicns under the eaves.

The intericr peoreling of BRmelung House is criginal tc the
house (18th century), except for the ballrccm arc card
recom: whicl, were dismantied and sold in the ZCth. century.
They are presently (1972) stcrec at the Maryland Histcrical
Scciety in Baltimc:ze. There are four corner fireplaces in i
the house. The large, deep wirndows are framed with paneling. .

Trh.e Amelung House was restored by Mr. and Mrs. Alder Fisher
betveen 1940 anc 1947. The present {(1972) owners, Mr..and
Mrs. lienry Lecraft, have wlsc acne restorative work on the

mansicrn.

Cver the yeers cince the Glassworks were scld in 1804, most i
cf its buildings were z2llicwed tec cdetericrate. The Corning

Glass Ccmpany of Ccrning, New York, felt that the site of

this lete 1E&tk. century glassworks was werth an archaeocloc-
icazl investicaticrn. 1In 1962-1963, the Ccrning Museum, the

Smithsoniar Institution, ané Cclcrnial Williamsburg, collal-
oratec to perform the "dig."

L. S !
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In August 1784, Johann Friedrich 2melung of Bremen, Germany,
arrived in Baltimore after a2 three month voyage from Eurcgre.
Accompanying him were 68 workers and enough glassmaking l
eguipment to establish a good-sizecd -factory. His agent ana
fourteen cther workers arrived in Novenber of the same year.
Twenty-one-hundrec acres of wooded lané were purchased in
Frederick County for the constructiocn cf the glassworks and
a village which was named New Bremen. On February 11, 1785,
Amelung announced in the Maryland Journal and Baltimere
Advertiser that "a company of German minufacturers have
arrived and will establish a factory."—.

The 1780's was an auspicicus time in which to attempt the
estakblishment of a glass manufactery in thetnitee—Stetes—
The ycung country still had very few factories of any kind,
a state of affairs many Euvropeans wanted to perpetuate.

The English and the Cermans, in particular, tried tc keep
their knowledge cf glassmeking processes from crecssing the
ocean, and it is pcesible that Amelunc experienced scme
difficul%y in recruviting Germen wcrkers for his Maryland
venture. Later, after his manufactory was cperating at
New Brenen, Amelung was & strong supporter of home industry
anéd one of the firest Americans to express the need for a
protective tariff tc keep these industries from failing
because cf the competition from lewer-priced impcrted
products. ]

The New bBremen Glass Manufactory opened in 1785 and began
tc proéuc? glass which was at cne time valued at $16G,000
per ycar. The Maryland Sourrnzl publishea the following l
advertisement of its warecs cn May 22, 1789: !

'The Zmericen Glass Manufactcry at New Bremen.-- .
The sukscriber having cenpleted his glsss manu-
factory rear Frederick Towr, State of Maryland,
on an extensive plan is now able tc furnish

glass, rnot cnly sufficient fcr the ccernsumption

(cont'uﬁ
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Amelung House and Glassworks

Sites of two glecs houses, or glazieries, were fcund cn the
north side of Benrett's Creel, akcut 200 yards down the hill
frcm Anelung Hcuse. A third claziery was found on the
scuthern creck hank.

The archaeclcgists excevatea the fcundaticns of cne of the
main factory builcaings which Paul Perrot, administrative

- officer of the "dig", called "quite &n impesing industrial
corplex for its age." The builcding measurec 112' S" by 65°'.
Accocrding to I. Noel Hume, archaeclegical director, "within
(the founcatiors) were two furnaces for meltirng glsss (one
beiieved tc have Leen fcr lcotiles ané the other for izble
glass), rine cother ivens, storcrocms, a weod@ drying reoom,
gnd pottinc rcoms." He also said that "the diccing has
revealed much abeout the appearance and operation of the one
factery building, but nothing is yet known akcut the workers'
hcusee, the warehlouces, schools, stables, mill and other
structures whiclk rnade up the New Eremen ccumunity; t]iougl'.
all of them are nentiorned in the surviving recocrds.”

. When the excavation wecrk was halted in 1963, three cighteen

inch tirn-rocfed wccden sheds were huilt cver the exposed
furnaces cvens, ardé rock fleocrs tc protect trem fror the
weather.

I'emela Janes

July 21, 1972

fron notes and other matericl
ir. the MET files.

GPUL 521.724
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#8 Amélung House and Glassworks

of this State, but also in great part for the neigh-
boring States. He makes window glass transparent
and substantial equal to the London crown; an in-
ferior quality equal to the Bristol crown; all kinds
of flint glass, such as decanters and wine glasses;
tumblers of all sizes and any other sort of table
glass. He also cuts devices, cyphers, coats of arms
and any other fancy figures on glass, and in a short
time hopes to be able to furnish looking glasses of
all sizes. He takes this opportunity of returning
his hearty and sincere thanks to a patrlotlc public
for the encouragement he has received in giving a
preference to the American manufactured glass and
hopes by due attention to merit a continuance of
their favor.'

This advertisement continued to tell of a warehouse in Frederick
where New Bremen glass is sold and mentions that it can also be
bought from "Messrs." Thomas and Samuel Hollingsworth, Mer-
chants, Baltimore."® At one time, Amelung also had agents in
New York and two different agents in Baltimore, but New Bremen's
prosperity was short-lived and in 1788, Amelung applied to the
State of Maryland for a loan, saying that "he had brought glass
manufagturing to perfection, but had spent $20,000 in the pro-
cess. The State granted him a loan of $1,000 and tax exemp-
tion for a five-year period. In May of 1790, he went to New
York to petition the U.S. Congress for a loan to help stave off
bankruptcy. Although his neighbor, Charles Carroll of Carroll-
ton, supported his request, and another man stated that "the
‘New Bremen product was the best ever produced in America, "
Amelung's request was denied.’

Amelung mortgaged part of his property in 1793 and part in 1794.
In spite of these attempts at saving the industry, the bankrupt-
cy of the owners placed New Bremen on :'the market in 1795. The

Glassworks were not sold in spite of a notice beginning "A bar-

gain! A bargain!" which was printed a dozen times in the March
issues of the Federal Intelligencer and Baltimore Daily Gazette.§
The property was finally sold in 1804 at a bankrupt sale.

In spite of its end, the New Bremen Glass Manufactory has an ex-
cellent twentieth-century reputation, clearly illustrated by the
following excerpts from Press Releases issued by the Corning Mu-
seum of Glass, Corning, New York, during the1r archaeological
explorations of the factory site:

GPO 921724
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#8
Though active for only 10 years (the New Bremen Glass
Manufactory) produced the most refined and distinguished
glass made in America until the 19th century .........
ceece. 1(10/18/63)9

Paul N. Perrot, Director of the Corning Museum of
Glass, called the New Bremen Glassworks "one of
America's most distinguished 18th century manufac-
tories," saying that it was "significant not only

for the high quality of its output but for the impact
it had on other areas of glassmaking which were de-
veloped by glass workers who had w?rked in New Bremen
and later moved west." 1(10/24/62) 0

Fine examples of New Bremen glass work may be seen at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New York City: the Corning Museum of
Glass in Corning, New York; and Winterthur Museum in Winterthur,
Delaware. Today the only above ground portion of the Glassworks
that remains standing is John Frederick Amelung's mansion housc.
A fine example of the late Georgian, early-Federal period of
American architecture, it is situated on a hill above the par-
tially unearthed foundations of the factory that once produced
"some of the most beautiful glass ever made in America.”

Pamela Janes
- August 1972

#8 Significance
Footnotes

1Dorothy Mackay Quynn, "Johann Friedrich Amelung at New
Bremen," Maryland Historical Magazine, (September 1948), Re-
print in the files of the Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis,
Maryland, p. 5.

21bid., p. 3.

3Dorothy Daniel, Cut and Engraved Glass (New York: M.
Barroﬂs & Co., Inc., 1950), p. 1ll6.

Frederick Gutheim, The Potomac, Rivers of America Serics
(New York): Rinehart, 1949), p. 207. Notes in the files of
Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis,.Maryland.

(See continuation Sheet #6)
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Significance
Footnotes

>7.J.C. Williams and Folger McKinsey, A History of
Frederick County, Vol. I (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co.,
1967), p. 268.°

Amelung House and Glassworks

6Quynn, p. 13.

71bid., p. 16.

81bid., p. 20. ' :

9Corning Museum of Glass Press Release (Corning, New York,
October 18, 1963).

10Corning Press Release, October 24, 1962.
llMorris L. Radoff, ed., The 0l1d Line State A History of

Maryland (Annapolis: Hall of Record, State of Maryland, 1970),
p. 170.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUNE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE rrRo=erTy |0 BEEIING I ComTRER BOINT BE MEAORERTY
R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
nw | 39 ° 18+ 12- |77 o 24 - 24- ° - . ° - -
NE 39° 18 02 |77 ° 23 + 59-
o .
SE 39 17 51 {77 © 24 » (03~
W 39 ¢ 18 05" 17 & 24 » Q8=
APPROXIMATE ACREA P PER z
E ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ROPERTY , 4_0__a_cl._es
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR FROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNGARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
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[11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Pamela James

CORGANIZATION

Maryland Historical Trust

DATE

August 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva PRcad

CITY OR TOWN:

Annapclis

STATE

Maryland

CODE

21401

=24
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION -

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
B9-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Register

Director, Ollice of Archeolagy and Historic Presgervation

National [] State [ Local [
Foate
Name
. ATTEST:
Orlando Ridout 1V
Title
State Preservation Officer Keeper of The National Register
for Maryland
Late

l Date

GPO g931.894
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