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- ..... . - -·· · . ·--.. •• ~"",:J -ioi.o'-···. : ···--: ... w •• -. !:,e r:i11 is a 
.:i"?rou~ : .c:.:: :he nineteenth and earlr 

p;-.>'c-:..h'( 

Tne olci!'.'st !:tr>..?ct-..:re is the suinc c::rding and spinning building,' built 
:,e:\,ee~ 1~}6 ==:::: ~::::. ::. ::-:;:-:!!~: ho-.:~~= :=.:.! of r!'-.e ac~:Yi:ies of 

· the ir.custry c~til t!~~ :-::.!1 i\~S e~:::~ntiec ·b~foye l SSL It .-.as o:-ig:.nal ly 
th:-ee ~tc:ric~ t::ll, s:..:·::~E:: b::ys l~::; a:1d t·.:o b::.ys de~p . A fou:-t?l story 
of bricl~ h2.S aci:::e:: FTior to ~he a:::H t:ions . ..\t.op the p:-esent "A" :roof, 
near the eas-.:.ern er:c c:-f the st!"i.lCL.u!"e, is an open bell.f:-y with ei~:it 
nr.rro1.; CC1lu::-.,;s s~:;:·.c.:r:!ni; a co~e :-oof. Fro;'j the framing of the :-oof, the 
origi~!l clr=es:c:-r ~~~~c~ place~ent is able to be detercined . E~ch o~ 
the four stc:.·ies co;;si.sts of o;-,e h:..:ge roon \dth cente::- colu:n!l SU??Orts 
ru:-.nir.g t~e len~tl-: of the roo:.i: . The t~·;elve oYer t1,·e1-:e pc:....;e sash wincm·:s V' 

cast abundant light into. 'the ,,o:ik areas . m 

Access bethPen stories of the old stone mill as well as the later additions 
is ,&ained fr:im the brick to1,er (he fore ISS!} hhich dominates the silhoue·ne 
of the complex . It is 'the single mos t s'tylist:ic element :n the lili ll, 
ldth Ror.anesque oYerto.'les in the corner pi:iasters and the corbelled brick 
cornice beneath its pyTa2idal roof . The roof also possesses swall shed 
dorrrers on each of its four sides . The same ty·pe corbeling is found in a 
vertical shaft resembling a hugh chirr.ner on the east side of the courtyard. 
The l~tt~r portion of 'the building was used in preparing the raw cotton 
for spinning . 

On the opposite side of the courtyard is the .,..·eaving shed . Like the other 
two sides of the courtyard, the structure is tKO stories tall, but being 
a wider building than the other , additional light was supplied by the 
introduction of five light \•;ells atop the fl at roof . Connecting the 
1;eaving shed to the preparation area,on the north side is 'the paymaster ' s 
office acijacent:'t.he covered entrance to the courtyard . \;"ithin the court
yard are t\IO sr:iall two story office structures, part being an extensiun of 
the paynaster's office . 

Later extensions include a hu&e ~aiehouse on the west, ~oubling.the.mill. 
a::-ea, aci~cd in 19lt; and n:o \·:areho:.ises acicied on t.hc south side of the 
co:rn) ex in 19:: . Fric:- u· the h: ::-:- con~t:-:;~ti o~ a h\·cro el ect:ric 
pla~t (called 'the "·heel h:-t:se) 1·:a.s :onstrunec on the banks of the Little 
Pat.uxen~ r..:,·er, bein5: :fed b~· \.2.'te!" tc.i:cn from 'the mill race aboYe . In 
19lS, a large t1,·ci sto:.-y st:-uctu:-e \ ·:2s bi;ilt over the river 1,·hich suppl:iec 
elec'tricity not. only to the plant , but also to·the en'tire toKn of Savage . 
It. was cuerated by coal \:hich \,·as brough't in by rail · between the mill and 
the rive:- . 

El e:len'ts of ;.;achinerr re;:;ain in both 'the ''hee 1 house 
t hough both buildings are in de l apidated condition . 
structures are occupi ed by several tenants including 
shops , antique and furni'ture sa l es , and ~areho~ses . 

and the electric pla,t~ 
Tne remainder of the 
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Sa\•age Mill is an ii;.portant early nineteenth century industrial 1 •ndmark . 
It is one of the oldest known surviving t.extile mills in Maryl ... nd p-ro
viding ph;-sical evidence that !\ew England did not monopolize t.hat industry 
in the l as t ctntury . In fact, cotton production began in Maryland as 
earlr as 1808. Tne extensive additions to the original stone mill illus
trate the growth of one participant in the ~ndustry which in the late 
nineteenth century counted on ;.:ar1·land for the majority of the nation 1 s 
cotton duck . • 

The site of Savage Mill on the rapids of the Little Patuxent Rb: er had 
been used for mill operations since the mid-eighteenth century . In the 
early 1820 's the Savage Manufanuring Co:npany purchas ed the site, erected 
a factory and installed r~chin~ry (see Anne Arundel County Deeds Liber 
\\'SG #9 folio 243 .) John Savage of Philadelphia funded the corr;pany \\hich 
still bears his name . The corr:plex then included a ·mill , 500 acres of l<md 
a warehouse, a flour mill and a sa\\ min . 

h'hen the Savage Manufacturing Company began producing cotton duck henty
two other Maryl and factories ,,·ere engaged in the same act.1v1 ty . By 1825 
the mill emplored 200 people including women and children and 120 power 
looms . The complex included several additions : a grist mill, an iron 
foundry and a machine shop . One of the employee~ S~uel Hink~ later 

-became a Mayor of Baltimore . 

The prosperity of the Savage company rest.ed on an unsturdy foundation . 
Deeply indebt, the company 's financial difficulties ci3.llle to a climax aftel 
the death of John Savage \.\hen his heirs brought suit . As a result in 
1847 the entire operation "·as sold to \\illiam H. Baldwin, Jr. His firm 
\\°oodh·ard, Baldwin and Company "'as a \\Cl 1 established Baltimore dry goods 
marketing cor.ipany . Under Baldwin 's rranagel!'ent the enterprise at Savage 
prospered . The iron foundry resumed o~erations concentrating on the pro-
duction of cotton machinery . The majorit.y of the worl-ers houses in the 
village date from this period as did the dry goods store and grocery. The 
three story brick addition t.o the west facade and western end of the north 
facade, as well as the addition of t.he fourth story to the stone mi ll. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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Savage Mill 

• ~umber 8 . Significance Continued . 

In 1902 the Bald,dn firm allied itself .,.·ith a comp';lny in Ne\\· York whjch in 
turn reorgani:ed in 1914 and became Baldwin, Leslie and Con • .r ... "1Y . In 1916, 
123,000 square feet of floor space ~as added for a ~ea\ing room in anticipa
tion of ,,artire needs . A decade later the Baldhin · family erected a conmunity 
hall for the to\m and constriJcted a large group of tenant houses . The mid-
1930 ' s saw $75,000 spent on improvements . By then the complex included 
sixteen factory buildings; wheel house , boiltr house; officers house; a 
\\·are house; a branding , storage ancl !>hipping building ; a picking and spinn.lng 
building . By 1941 the corpany . employed 325 people \~ho operated 12, 000 
ring spindles, 3 , 000 twister spindles ,. 72 cards and 194 looms . One loom, 
one of t.he largest in the ·century .• ade clot.h 208 inches \dde . Under wartine 
production the mill produced 400,000 pounds of cotton duck a month . 

In 1948 the mi] l closed and Harry H. P.eim bought the t:nt ire operation. He 
turned the textile mill into a Christ-,as orna..ient factory . He e\'en rcra~.ed 
Sa\'age , Santa Heim, Merriland . His ente~.rise failed r·-~ncially and in 
1953 the \'iiner brothers bought the mill complex . · Ephriam \·;iner today plans 
to undertake a re:novation program to preserve the structures through adapti\ e 
uses. 

Number 11. Form Prepared By Continued . 

Michael 0 . Bourne, Survey 
Maryland Historjcal Trust 
2525 Riva Road 
Annapolis , Maryland 

and Inventory Coordinator September, 1973 
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Anne Anindel and Howard County Land Records . Hall of Records, Annapolis , 
Maryland . · 

Chanceey Records . Hall of Records, Annapolis , Maryland . 

fj lby, \'era Ruth . "Savage , Maryland'."' 
V. R. Filby, 1965 . 
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