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Cyon -, [7- DESCRIPTION e
'a-"‘.f,* : (Check One)
g_-‘-.l’-\'. [ Excellent [2 Good [] Fair [ Deteriorated ] Ruins [J Unexposed
; LY CONDITION
r\ (Check One) {Check One)
! Alrered [5, Unaltered ] Moved [ Original Site
15’ ' “ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
S 1 = . . .
L S lifton is located on the east side of Colesville Road, Maryland Route

65u, Just north of the intersection of Ednor Road, Cedar Lane and Colesvillc
Road, and south of the interseotion of Maryland Route 108 and Colesville
Road at Ashton, Maryland.
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"3 { Clifion is a one and a half story gambrel-roofed brick structure with

g A a lower north wing, also with gambrel roof. The main part of the house has
B ; four bays, with the entrance in the second bay from the south end. There

it are segmental brick restraining arches over each of the first floor openings;
g™ the windows in the main (west) facade are nine over nine with the frames

i < flush with the outer wall plane. The brick is laid up in Flemish bond with

glazed headers. Three dormer windows have six over six lights; their shed
roofs are carried forward at the same pitch as that of the higher part of
the gambrel roof.
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The north and south ends have massive internal brick chimmeys. On the
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;" south end, there are small windows on either side of the stack and a small
C window at the second floor level on the east end. On the first floor of
: .-;-—;: this end, a funeral door is at the west side and a window, swrrounded by a

framed section, at the east side; the framed insert suggest a possible ex-
tension of the house southerly or another door at some past time. The north
end has windows on either side of the stack in the attie and one at the west
end on the second floor; at the ground floor level, there is a window in thoe
west end and a door with an exposed wooden lintel (now opening into the north
wing) on the east end. At the level of the boxed cormice, a three-brick tall
corbel covers the end of the cornice; the present cornice and mouldings are
reconstructed. The end chimneys also show signs of reconstruction above Lhe
second floor level.

The foz;zdation 18 soapstone with two courses of brick, thicker than the
walls above, laid atop it. The brick courses serve as an unmoulded water
table.

The window and door frames have heavy sills and a bead around the in-
| terior edge of the framing.

The interior has been restored with some changes. The northwest room
has a corner cupboard and panelled mantlepiece. In the mortheast room, the
mantle is a simple board and the arch of the fireplace is exposed within the
panel surround! The southeast room has a plastered fireplace. In the south-
east and northeast rooms, the windows are larger than in the west rooms. All
rooms have a chair rail. The doors are all four-panel, with the panels pro-
Jeeting beyond the surrounding stiles. Baschoards have a bead aleng |he
upper edge. Walls are plastered directly on ihe brick. Yhe roof iz mdern,
with no ridgepole, common rafters, and milled sheathing boards.

The addition to the north has a boxed stairease with vertical beaded
boarding in the northeast cormer. The beams (now exposed) are hand hewn.
The windows are six over six with smaller mullions than in the windows of
the south part of the house. A fireplace in the south wall chave:s the nortl
chimney of the main house block. A stairease with Lhrce viscr:s cowcels L I
“tower aqddition with the main house bloek. — il
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: ; A [E- SIGNIFICANCE
! ‘::r‘ sERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
| . 0 Pre-Columbian | [ 16th Century 181h Century ] 20th Century
;_‘ "' [ 15th Century [ 17th Century ] 19th Century
Sl —STciFic OATELS! (f Applicable and Known) _after 1742
A N AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
L i Abor iginal [ Education [ Political 3 Urbon Planning
E‘Sﬂ' & [ Prehistoric [ Engineering [] Religion/Phi- iX] Other (Specity)
FL.I"" ¢ [0 Historie [ Industry losophy local history
i h.""‘.; - [ Agriculture [ Invention [] Science
?1 ': =+ T."“ [ Architecture (] Lendscope [0 Seulpture
He v 0O Am . Architecture [ Secial/Human-
i3 1_ [0 Commerce ] i-lsercture itarion
e :'.._. ) [ Cemmunications ] Milirery [0 Theater
‘,S;_ 3 (0 Conservation [ Music [ Transpertation
‘§':-;"'a,;_- !"'A"IEMENT.OF Stﬁ-Hl.FlClNCE - - . . .
v ol Clifton is one of the few extant mid-eighteenth century buildings in
B Montgomery County. The date is important because at the time the county wac
'?;,’3;‘}. part of the frontier as was the surrounding piedmont. The structure has surk
-'_.fé‘;?;_- wv vived in an excellent state of preservation retaining the majority of the
B = original fabric.
By “ From the viewpoint of architectural history the brick gambrel roof
%4 - structure arouses great interest. The form, especially the roof consiruc—
g tion, 18 mot typical of this regionm, but rather of southern Maryland or the
v Eastern Shore. The explanation lies in the fact that the builder's family
= was from southern Anne Arundel County where brick gambrel roof houses werrc
o commonly constructed in the first half of the century, e.g., Larkin's Hill
Farm.
[
e Clifton also has significance in relation to local history for it is
= associated with the first settlement of the area. The firet settler, Jamcs
- Brooke, arrived in the first quarter of the century. His wife's sicter @i
W husband,_. James Thomas, arrived shortly thereafter. The Breoke and %ir .
families formed the nucleus of a Quaker commnity which by 1753 had been
W organized into the Sandy Spring Meeting of Friends. Clifton is contemporary
wl

with the origins of the meeting its association has significance because the
meeting house was not constructed until 1819.

The history of Clifton begins with another prominent Quaker, Richard
Snowden (d. 1763). Snowden owned vast tracts of land in Anne Arundel, Frineg
George's and Montgomery counties and operated the Patuzent Iron Works, a
major eighteenth century Maryland industry. One of the first tracts
e Snowden acquired was Snowden's Manor -- one thousand acres for which he re-
s ceived a patent in 1715. In the 1740's he sold part of it to Philip Thomas,
§o N | the founder of the Quaker family. Thomas wae Snowden's daughter's fathor-
'.E.",; , in-law. Two decades later Philip Thomas sold the tract to John Thomas a:
his ". . . indefeazable [sic] estate of inheritance. . . Together with all
Houses, Edifices, Buildings, Pastures Cardens Commons Rents Serviees Tmolu-
oLt ments Cultivations and Improvements. . " This last phrase coupled wili
the architectural assessment indicates that the building dates from cirved
1760.

Sinee John Thomas had no children he willed the house and farm ito hic
great nephew Willicm John Thomas whose presence at Clifton is indicaterd 7
(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
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- r9i NMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

PRIMARY SOURCES, Hall of Records, Annapolis, haryland

Lo .
i Debt Books. (Frederick County). |
5
PR '
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¢ i Hoplézns, G.M. 4tlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington 1878 Including the |
i 4, ounty of Prince George (sic) Maryland. Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, 157€J
. ’ M . ' o
artenif_:, Simon, J. Martenet and Bond's Map of Montgomery County, Maruland.
L Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1865. -
7 (SEE_COUTINUATION SHEET)
, (10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - _
- . T LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES L aTITUDE ANC LONGIT JDE COORDINATES 7
oo DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING THe CENTER POINI OF A FHOPERTY
P ) R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES .
; ‘; CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!I TUDE
‘ ENR Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
SR \w | 39° 08 20" | 76° 597 467 ° : . ° . -
;“ NE {39 ° 08" 24° 76° 59 337
2] SE 39 ° 08" 16 " 76° 59° 29~
SW - ° . - o » -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
. N — - ACIES_—‘———’__—_W_—"; _ .!
T - JLiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPlNG STATE OR CQUNTY BOUNDARIES )\
i ».}., STATE: CODE | COUNTY [ cocr
L
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:.'4 /——’—‘/‘
2’ STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
P /,__
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COQDE
R h?- FORM PREPARED:BY. Lo ] L : 1

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historidn -
oreamzaTion Maryland National Capital Park and Planning

R

DATE

t.

L

L) . Commiss10n Jaruary 1

‘ ’ STREET AND NUMBER: '
o §787 Georgia Avenue

{ - C1TY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
SRR Silver Spring Maryland (SEE CONTINUATTON SHEETILL
%’ [12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAYION = = F NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

. b tify that thi is i ded 1
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certily iha his property is included in the
National Register.

89-665), I hereby nominate this propetty for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

T e~valuated according {6 the c-iteria and procedures set
o forth by the National Park Service. The recommended -
o . . . . Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
- N level of significance of this nomination is:
- National (] State [} Local. [T}
s ! Cate
' Name

Vet - ATTEST:

ceL. Title
Keeper of The National Register
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES gty
Montgomery
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ool izl pais

e T e e
[STREET AND NUMBER:

17107 New Hampshire Avenue, & Colesville Road

CITY OR TOWN!:

Ednor
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
I Maryland 24 Montgomery 031
MﬂQOR EERENCE el 20300 5 N e Sl U s Lz
PHOTO CREDIT: Michael Bourne
loATE OF PHOTO! June 1968

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Mar%land Historical Trust
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |[counTY
Montgomeru
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM it <

FOR NPS USE ONLY )

ENTRY NUMBER DATEL

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries)

CLIFTON

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued:

a 1865 map of Montgomery County and on a plat (1849) delineating the edjrco o7
his father's estate. 1 After the death of William John Thomas (d. 188<) +1. L
farm became the property of his son John Thomas who was the first to culil =
property Clifton. The last Thomas to occupy the house was his son, LZlll:
John Thomas, who remained in the building throuan the mid-twentietn coiiiion..

#9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued:

Montgomery County Land and Probate Records.

Patent Records.

Plat of William Thomas' Land. 1849. Montgomery County Records. ibey HH 4R
facing folio 241.

Provincial Court Deeds.

SECONDARY SOURCES

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. 0ld Homes and Historie Montgomery Counti. maol:iv.;: u!
Judd and Detweiler, 1952. i

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland...2 volumes. ZFeprinz. bal
more: Regional Publishing, 1968.

Spencer, Richard Henry. Genealogrcal and Memorial Encyclovedic cf #ie Uizt

- =

of Maryland... 2 vols. New York: American Historical Society, 101..

Stables, Ester B. "Sandy Spring and the Friends Meeting From It
to 1853." The Montgomery County Story. Vol. II. (Ma; 152£G),

pal
<
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F
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#11. FORM PREPARED BY cantinued

Nancy A. Milley, Historian

Maryland Historical Trust September 1873
2525 Riva Road

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Is. J. Martenet, Martenet and Bond's Map of Momtgomcry County, Hawriland,
Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 18€5 and Montgomery County Wille, Lii.cr it ..
facing folio 2412, Hall of FRecords, Annapolie, Maryland.
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NAME CLIFToW IS-<l

LOCATION (7/07 N.# AVE AsHren Md
FACADE STARWAY ST, FLoo@ | S, . CoruER
PHOTO TAKEN 1[i7[73 M.-dDwyer
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NAME CLiFTon
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D #1541

NAME CiLiFron)

LOCATION (7167 WN.# AVE. ASHTON  Md.

FACADE SounT# WEST
PHOTO TAKEN ;/;7/73 M. DWYER.
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NAME CLIFTN

LOCATION /7(07 . AVE. AsHrow, d.
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.PHOTO TAKEN [ [17)75 M. owver
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