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(Check One)

[} Excellent & Good ! Fair 71 Deteriorated "y Ruins i) Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One) -
_ 1 Altered X Unaltered 1 Moved E Original Site
CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) F;;‘iYSICAL APPEARANCE

' Scheifferstadt is situated on the north side of Jefferson
Street, several vards south of the intersection of West Second
! and Rosemont Streets and U.S. Route 15, (at Exit 7), in

| Frederick, Maryland. The prorertv is bounded on the north,
east, and west sides by these three roads, and on the south
side by- Baker Park.

The house ig in a two part composition. The main block, of
fieldstone construction, is two stories in height and three
bavs in length; a two story, two bav, brick addition at the
| west end, recessed back from the east facade of the maln block

centurv.

The vpresent main entrance door of the v»rincipal block occuries
the central bav of the east facade and is flanked bv double
hung windows of two over two Victorian sash. 2ll of the dcor
and window openings apvear to be original in size and locatio:n,
with the three first floor door and window onenings of the
front and rear facades of the main block having stone relievin-

arches positioned a short distance above their heads. The
three windows of the second floor level of both facades are
cositioned directly above each of the orenings below. The

gable roof. is flared at the eaves and there is a large brick

north end of the house has two windows at both the first and
| second floor levels and a single window within the attic cable.
, Directly below the two first floor windows of this end are
small oveaings with shaped wrought iron grills that provide
ventilation and licht to a large vaulted cellar beneath the
north end of the house.

{
i

|

|

$

1 chimnev centrally nositioned along the roof ridge. The exrosed
i

|

|

|

|

i

!

The south wing, of common bond brick construction, is three
bays in length. At its south end the cellar is exposed for one

half of that wall area. A chimney is enclosed within the south
end of the wing. .

, On the interior Scheifferstadt retains an impressive amount cof
original wobdwork and hardware. In manyv instances the archi-
tectural features seen in the house are the first of their

| tynpe to be recorded in Marvland. The first floor is composed
of three rooms: a narrow central hall with two doors on cach
wall that oren into large flanking parlors; a third door at

the east end of the north wall opens into a steeply windinc
enclosed stair. The north parlor has windows with flared
rlastered reveals and plastered walls. 2 large projectin~
chimnev on the south wall originally had an expansive firenlace

e , B

1 2Nd 1L SN

|
1

full storv, although a tall, one story brick spring house covers

|

(See Continuntion Shoct: #1D)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The proverty on which Scheifferstadt is situated, initiallyv a
part of a large tract of land called Taskers Chance, was ac-
quired by Josef Brunner from Daniel Dulany in 1746.

Josef Brunner emmigrated to Pennsvlvania from Scheifferstadt,
Manheim, Germanv in 1728, but it is not known how much time

property so it may be that Brunner had lived on the prorertw

that nineteen other German families, including three directls
related to Brunner, vurchased their land on the same day of
the Brunner-Dulanyv transaction indicates that all or most of

for some time before final purchases were made. Tt arpears
likelv that Josef Brunner was responsible for the building of
Scheifferstadt since the peculiarly German and Euronean

tail sUggest that the builder was very familiar with those
architectural traditions. Whatever the case, in 1753 Josef
transferred his property, then 303 acres andg "buildines", +o
his son Elias. Scheifferstadt remains in the rossession of
descendents of Josef Brunner to the present day althouah the

house and its remaining three acres are currentlv for sale.

Certainly one of the best preserved mid-eighteenth century
houses in Maryland today, Scheifferstadt has had few altera-
tions made to it and all of these minimal. It is both archi-
tecturaliy and historically important to Frederick Citv and
Countyv and to Western Marvland in general because of its in-
disputably close relationship to the early Cerman sottlement
of this region and to the German traditions that are still in
evidence today. It is said that Scheifferstadt is the oldect
house in Frederick City, but while this may be disvuted b
contrarv evidence it is obvious that the unicueness of ijits
architecture and its direct association with the history of
the region establish it as beinc one of the most important
historical sites in Marvland.

passed before he finally settled in Marvland. It was a common
oractice for Dulanv to allow time pavments for the purchase of

for several years before finalizing the transaction. Tre fact

them had probablv been residing on their resvective properties

characteristics seen in its construction and architectural de-
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; SCHEIFFERSTADT

| #7 Description (Continued)

l
opening that was altered in size at a later date. The south nar-
lor, initiallv one larce room, was divided intc two chambors

early 1n the nineteenth centurv. The firenlace openinca in the
uhlmn@v on its north wall has been completelv cloqeﬂ sut the chirm—
nev still retains built-in closets. At the north side of v, et
window of this room is a smaller closet, nositioned tﬁe €
+ tance from the floor as the ~zindovw, ba* is emhellished with &
vide, heavilv carved, bolection- tvDe architrave, a vnancled door,
and a calloneﬁ apron. Two large exrosed and plastered ~unma-
beams extend through the house from enfu to end.

Initiallv, at the second floor level, the room configuration of i
the first floor was repeated; hoxever the north and socu-* ed

2 chambers were divided into two room areas bv headed hoard var-

| titions &zt a slichtlv later date. In the hall the tvo chimna-= ‘
| are joined at the ceilina level, creating a vaulted ceilinc in !
i this erea of the hall. 1In the north chimnev of the hall is - ?
b

!

small fireplace and chute for heating and suvplving ccals +to o
)

: the stocos

built-in five nlate stove in the north red hhamhe*(q

£~

has four onlates in fimured relief and is dated 175¢€.

| 2 second and larger arched firenrlace ovening ~n the scuth wall ~f
! the hall was presumablv used for heating onlw. The firerlnce yn |
| *be south bed chamker has been comﬁletel” sealed hut <xill rou Yo
uwl+ in closets wvith naneled doore. »2ll of the ﬁ“v+1t1““ dorra |
hroughout the house are of a five vanel desion and retain +h ir
-1g1nal elaboratelv wrought thumh latches, locks, knobs, and !
hinges. The use of massive exnosed and (later) rlasterad sumpmer
beams in the first floor rooms is repeated on the secord floor.

Decaving plaster has recentlv revealed that the south nartition |
| wall of the second floor hall is of half- tlmherpd construction |
| that was initiallvy @Xﬁoqed This is a significant arcbhitect  -al
. feature as it is the first example of exrcsed wall fra:inr-~ ~
this tvne to he recorded in Marvland. Because € tho lasicall-
sound conditien of the rlaster on all other walls it j j L.
~C ascertain, at the »resent time whether or not this s me tme of
framing was anloved elqewhere in the house.

~nother architecturallv significant feature retained at
Scheifferstadt is the original, eichteerth centure Framinag syotor

of the ronf (=ee drovwineg) . LU ooemnlors Doa soba oof ol [ 1o
~rlv termed "uhrer tuariter crucke" Ehat sunport peoge o conl ]
and »rincinal rafters. Botwveen each of the teo =setls of nrinogg

rafters are two nurlins that sunnort a series of commor rafioo -,

(See Tontinuation Slhees NERTA

D
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SCHEIFFERSTADT
$7 Descrintion (Continued)

“nfortunatelv 211 of the common rafters —ere recvlaced in “re
earlv twentieth centurv but it is still possible +to estanien
| their nurmber, locatinns, and the manner in swhich the were
secured at the ridge and onto the collars, vurlins, and —a.l
nlates.

In the wing is one principal room at the first and second flenr
and cellar levels. For the most part, the interior woodworli i<
contemporarv to the earlv nineteenth centuryv construction date
attrirtuted to this part of the house. Both the first Zloox -
and the cellar have large firenlace ornenings on their scath il e
presumably these rooms vere used as winter and summer Ritolens
resvectivelv. The small, nne storv with oren lof: snrinc: 4 o
at the south end of the wino is helieved to be contemrorary Lo |

this wirg in its date of construction.

#9  Major Bibliographical References {(Continued) ‘

Scharff, J. Thomas. Historv of Western Marvland. Rewrins ¢ ,
1882 ed. Baltimore: Recional Publishing Comrany, 16¢°, |

#12  Level of significance of this nomination {Continued}

The extensive amount of architectural detail and hardwarce showing German
influence is unusual anywhere in Maryland and is of national significance.
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"Schifferstadt" Stone House of Frederick, Maryland.
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Frederick Post - June 19, 1975 - G‘:%”—'
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o be removed = .~

~ Robert Dodge , chairman of the Schifferstadt architectural committee, points to the porch®
of the building, which will soon be removed. Also pictured are (left to right): R. Jerry
, ' Coates, president of the Landmarks Foundation; Birch Hotz, chairman of the Schifferstadt
~ project; and Dana Keister, chairman of the Schifferstadt funding committee.
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Schiefferstadt
Frederick, Maryland

Schiefferstadt, a unique example of
German-American architecture, was built
in Frederick, Maryland about 1750 by the
family of Joseph Brunner, an immigrant
farmer. Although exterior and interior

The existing floor plan arrangement of
Schiefferstadt reflects the Gennanic origin
of its builders. Referred to as a Durch-
gangigen Haus, this particular plan type
consists of a four room arrangement with
center hall (called the Haus-Flur). The
stair is located on one side of the hall near -
the front door, adjacent to a small chamber
(hauskammer) and the kitchen (kuche).
The parlor (stube) and large chamber
(stubenkammer) are located on the opposite
side of the hall.

Perhaps the most fascinating and un-
usual feature of Schiefferstadt is the manner
in which the house was heated. Brick
fireplace structures flank the central hall,
providing heat for the rooms and the hall.
The chimney flues join in a vault at the
second floor ceiling to support a single
chimney above. In the second floor hall,
there were originally two fireplaces, each
with a five-plate stove projecting from the
rear into the adjacent rooms. A fireplace,
with stove, also exists in the attic. One of
the cast iron stoves remains in place on the
second floor, bearing a German inscription,
the date 1756, and the stamp of the maker,
‘“Elizabeth Furnace.”’

Other Germanic features which have
survived the generations of the Brunner
family, include original wrought-iron hard-
ware, the ‘‘cruck’’ type roof framing with

alterations have somewhat diluted the
building’s strong, early Germanic character,
many original architectural features remain
remarkably intact. Schiefferstadt’s early
date and its Germanic associations make it
one of Frederick’s most important historical
and architectural resources.

In 1974, the Frederick County Landmarks

S Thr -,

Exterior view after restoration, 1979
trussed principal rafters and flared eaves,
mud and rye grass insulation known as
*‘paling,”” and a large vaulted stone cellar.
The brick wing, added to the west end of
the original house about 1840, has survived
in relatively good condition with only minor
alterations. The immense brick bake oven,
built as part of the cooking fireplace, is
supported on an unusual wood cribbing

Foundation commissioned John Milner As-
sociates to undertake extensive architectural
investigations at the site prior to its res-
toration. It was the intent of these in-
vestigations to analyze the building's
physical evolution, determine the original
appearance of each section, and develop a
program for restoration and architectural
interpretation.

system,

The 18th century portion of the house is
being restored to its original appearance
and the 1840’s wing will be preserved and
adapted to serve as a visitors center. The
project team includes John Milner, Allan
Steenhusen, Jeffrey Bourke, and Alice
Schooler.
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