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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) r-HYSICAL APPEAH:ANCE 

The \\'ilderness is situated on a large farm in Talbot County overlooking 
the Choptank River. Its construction is attrubuted to two periods, the 
smaller two and one half story, four bay long brick structure to the 
1780-90 period, and the larger portion to around 1815. 

The wa-lls are laid in Flemish bond and the jack arches of the 1815 por­
tion have reeding around the three pieces of the stone arches. There are 
6/6 sash and louvered shutters at the >vindow. The original <lentil co:rnice 
appears intact. There are three chirrmey st.'.lcks, that on the Fo!·thi·:es t 
gable having double chimneys connected by a curtain 1vall, \ii th pent be­
tween for access to the roof. There are two dormers on both portions of 
the "A" roof. 

Inside the earlier portion, part of the simple woodwork appears original. 
This portion of the dwelling also possesses some original 9/6 sash. Its 
floor plan now consists of two rooms,but may originally have been two 
rooms with center stairhall. The 1815 portion has a typical townhouse ?la 
of the period, with large stair hall having two rooms to the northwest. 
Seperating the hall is an elliptical arch having paneled pilasters and 
keystone at the top of the arch, the paneling is the same in the i,·indo'.·. 
jambs. The stair has turned newels, rectangular balusters, and a \-:ave­
like design for the step ends. The chair rail has reeded work in each 
of the three rooms, however the mantels are antique Adam replacements. 
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Recent additions to the house include a porch, partially enclosed, on the n 
southwest and a small kitchen on the southeast. During the first part Df I -i 

this century., the northeast wall of the earlier portion was moved fon:arcl ~ 
approximately six feet· to create more interior space. At that time the 

0 entire structure was painted \vhite. Adjoining the house are two early 
outbuildings, a smokehouse and dairy. Not too far distant is a dilapidate z 
quarter. (/'I 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I 

The most important reason for nominating The Wilderness to the National I 
Reaister is the fact that it was the home of Daniel Martin, 20th Governor I 

b . ' 

of Maryland. The structure is also an important element in the deyelopmenti' 
of Maryland's domestic architecture. . 

The land on which the Wilderness stands was originally patented as "Hier I 
Dier Lloyd" to Edward Lloyd (I) in 1659 and consisted of 3040 acres be­
tween Island Creek, Crosidore Creek and Read Creek, on the Choptank River 
in Talbot County. In 1683, the Wilderness was surveyed out of the larger 
tract, but it was not until the late eighteenth century that the present 
building was constructed. It was during the period when both portions 
of th·e dwelling were constructed (1780 - 1815) that the most important 
history occurred. 

Nich.olas Martin was member of the lower house of Maryland Assembly bct1>"een 
1780 ~ 1795. He is attributed with the construction of the smaller portion 
of the dwelling on land which De inherited from his father. He was a 
Captain·-of a company of .the 38th Battalion of the Maryland Militia. U;wn 
his death in 1808 the Wilderness passed to his son Daniel. 

Daniel Martin (1780 - 1831) was educated at St. John's Annapolis in 
agriculture to carry on the family plantation. He constructed the larger 
Federal style portion of the Wilderness about 1815. In 1816 he married 
Mary Clare Maccubbin of Annapolis, Between 1819 - 1821 he was a member 
of the Maryland Legislature. In 1828 he was elected twentieth Governor 
of Maryland for a term of one year, and again in-1831 he was elected 
Governor, but <lied during his term. His terms were too short for anr 
rnajor cont_r,ibution, but he considered himself a public servant and urged 
his legislature to be frugal with public expenditure. 
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