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s loczted one znd 2 half miles north of the
zand 255 and Owensville Road at Galesville,
f

Vzrylend; four an ou‘—tenths miles south of the intersecvion

d
oF Ilaryland 214 znd laryland 468; the house is at the end of
z lare rorning for tenths of =z mile rortheast from the
“vterseciion of Cunterstone =nd Ezyfield Rozas.

Crizin=1

ER SN - B £LoTry, one room <usr, dinmgensions
Tifty fest oy : riciisczle shirgice covered roof.
irtericr believed 10 rzve consistea oniy of great nzll and
carlor with 2 gellery or loit zbove, z2ccecssitle only by lad-
cer. Chimmeys stoo0d inside each end of house. Due to ver
primitive construction, (hanan vn timbers, rived oak siding,
vertical supports consisting of logs sunk into the earth),
it igs zssumed that the nouse was built in the mld—sevonueenth
cerniury oy Richsrd Zwen or his son, Richard Ewen II.

Fresenrt Appearance:

In 1287 Ricrard Gallowzy II elongated the house by four
feet at each ena, plecing massive exterior chimneys at the
cable endis, across the length of Lhe west sice, he added a
low shed roof covering two cell rooms, connected vty a central
211, viich (ty partitio ning the grezat k21l) he aWSo caused
to run through the house to the east or river side. Then he
encased the entire house in brick (all header; partial English

bond). The west fzcade is the front. The roof over the mzin
house has a sixty degree pitch and is an example of a lMary-
land leanto (or "catslide") roof. 1In the roof are four peaked
dorrers on the east side, two in the west roof. The medievzal
trensitional profile has been explored and illustrated by Henry
Chzndlee Forman, F.A.I.A. and author. (See bibliographic #9.)

To the east a two-story addition projects from the older
section forming the stem of the "T". The first floor of this
wing was built of brick c. 1800; the second story of frame
c. 1635. There is structural proof that the brick addition
replaced a porch with its porch chamber above, mentioned in a
1735 irventory of Richard Galloway. The exact dimensions of
the original have not been determined. Richard Galloway could
hzve added the porch at the time he enlarged the original
house, thus creating a "cross" de81gn typical of the late
seventeenth century.

Cedar Park is picturesquely located in the pastural
setting overlooklrg the VWest River., The Maryland Department
of Foreste anc Paris Fig Tree Cramnions of Ilzrviznd by Fred
Eesley, State TForester, credits the estaie with the Ilaryland
crnampions, as well as Nationzl championes, American Reech

[see continuation shset]
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17th Century:

The property upon which "Cedar Park" stands is known to
have been in the nossession of Captain Richard Ewen, a
Puritan Commissioner for the province of laryland, as early

as 1656, It vzs Tirst surveyed for Charles Calvert, Governor,
(later triri Iord Ezltimore) in 1565, who then assigned it

v0 Rickard Zwen, Jr., High Sheriff of Lnne Arundel County.
There is a sirong tradition that Lord Raliimore had a hunting
lcdge =1 Evesnton vvon Ewenton. The Buen cescencants, a1l
rrzciicing “ers, continued to live on the rrozerty. A
Cusker meeting was held there in 1684, making this a surviv-
ing structure in Anne Arundel County, in vhich religious

services were held a2t an early date. Richard Galloway II
(whose wife was a Ewen descendant) purchased the prorerty in
1697 and is credited with bricking over and enlarging the
house,

18th Century:

The place became known at this time as the Vest River
Fzarm. Richard Galloway II was a merchant planter. The first
tobacco inspecting house in Maryland stood here, The farm

continued in the hands of the Galloways and Spriggs (by
marriage).

19th Centurys::

In 1785 Sophia Sprigg married John Francis Mercer
later tenth Governor of Maryland (1801-1803)., In 1818
Governor Nercer entertained President Monroe eand his cabinet
at "Cedar Park," as it was then called. From 1825 <o 1834,
Ilercer's daughter, lMargaret, operated a successful boarding
school for girls, The Cedar Park Academy. Miss Mercer was
also a forerunner in the move to liberate and rehabilitate
Negro slaves, In 1869 the liercer family sold Cedar Park to
covsins, Dr. James H, Murray and his wife, whose descendants

live there todzyv.
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78. SIGHIFICLICE

now unigue on the Ezstern Sezboard, At its front, or west
side, the house is vartly surrounded by an open rark,

which has never been plovied end which once sheltered Gover-
nor Mercer's deer; to the north stands an ancient woods with
a grove of virgin Red Oaks, as well as American Beeches

and Tulip Poplars of comparable stature, and large quanti-
ties of native holly. Because the property has been
traditionally protecteg from ax and rlow, it now boasts the
largest Southern Red Horse Chestnut and American Beech
trees in the U. S. (The champion Red Cedar blew down in
1954.) On the east or garden side, the view over a half
mile meadow, out the mouth of Vest River, and across the
Cheszvezke Eay to the southern tip of Kent Island is today
exactly as shown in a Painting made by one of Miss Mercer's
pupils in the early nineteenth century.
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QRGANIZATION DATE
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st Office Box 1704
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Annapolis Maryland 21404 T

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property forinclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been , J

_ evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set /’ ) ,"* - /i S e ) . éAﬁ coa iy

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National R State (7 Local
) Date Msy 15, 1969
Name MQMCQU R&GPO‘(J “} .
Orlando Ridout IV ATThﬁ?
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