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‘DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

i.ocated on & small tract of land in Urbana Fredericlk
County, the stancioff House is approached by a private édrive
on the northeast side of Md. Route 355, 1/4 mile northwest
from the intersection of Md. Route 355 and Md. route 80.

| grpanz is a?prsximataly 7 miles southeast of FTraderick
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readlily jgentiriabla for its great size (105' x 30") . clarestorf
roof and two story full length galleried poxrch. '
The principal facade is nine bays in width at the first
floor. Two entrance doors, occupying +he third bay in from
each end, have late Greek Revival-styled architraves that

frame multi-paned over and side lights. The seven flanking
windows all have doublehung sash of six over SixX panes. On

+he second floor are seven windows of six over six sash and
+hree doors, the latter of smaller proportions than those

below and providing access to the porch gallery from various
second f£loor XoomS. Above the lower slope of the roof are

- | SOur narrow clerestory windows. This roof plan, unusual for

a private residence, is believed to date from the reconstruction
of the house about 1846.

The front poxrch, slightly altered at various times, has
tapered square posts with-flush vertical panels. A balustrade
with molded rail initially extended across the front and sides
of both levels put was removed on the first floor prior to
the accuisition of the house by the present owners. The porch
rests on high brick foundation walls and is fronted by 2
wide centrally positioned series of steps. On the upper slope
of the front roof are three equally spaced chimneys; on the
upper rear slope are two chimneys corresponding in position
to the center front and west chimneys. The east end of the
house has two windows of twelve over twelve sash and one
window of nine over nine sash, the last possibly a later
introduction. At both the second thd third floorx levels there
are two windows of twelve oOvVer eight sash each. On the west
end each floor level is two bays in width; the two first
floor windows are of six over six sash, while those of the
second and third floors frame sash of twelve over eight panas.
The rear, north clevation repeats +he fenestration and first
£loox. door placement of the principal facade, excepting that
there are no second floor dOOIS. The brick foundation
walls, enclosing a full cellar, are exposed on both ends
and across the rear. The west end foundation wall has been
altered to provide for & garage peneath that end of the house.

The floor plan of the stancioff House reflects its his-
tory as poth a scheool and private home. Bach of the two
south entrance QOOIS open into large stair halls that extend

(s8ea continvation shest un. 1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘ i . !

The Stancioff House is of particular interest because
of its unusual plan and for the fact that it is said to have
originally stood on the Rappahannock River near Fredericksburg,
Virginia, and moved to its present location in 1846 at the
direction of the Reverend R. H. Phillips. While there is no
known archival documentation to substantiate this claim, the
present owners did record accounts of the dismantling of the
house and its subsequent transportation by barge down the
Rappahannock and up the Potomac to Point of Rocks and its
re-erection on the present site, as given to them by two
nieces of Reverend Phillips who were still living in Frederick
in 1949.

It is known that the Reverend Phillips established a
Female Seminary here between 1846 and 1850, which largely
accounts for its unusual plan, but by the mid-1850's it
had become a military institute for boys. However, by the
end of the 1850's it apparently had resumed its role as a
Female Seminary. A reglmental history of the 155th Pennsylvanisa
Volunteers published in 1910 records the use of the house as

of Monocacy on September l6, 1862:
C Jwli 4, 1Sed ;
* One of the rendezvous affording a night's
shelter for the broken down and foot-sore inex-
perienced soldiers was a Young Ladies' Seminary
building recently vacated. There were many rooms
and dormitories in the building, also a fine
orchard of ripe apples and peaches adjoining, and
plenty of limpid water, all of which made it for
a night's lodging a most welcome discovery. All
the rooms on the different floors were occupied by
the soldiers who had dropped out of the ranks from
exhaustion. The fatigued occupants retired very
early. The Confederates of Longstreet's Corps had
occupied this building a few nights previous. They
had written their autographs, and many unpatriotic
inscriptions, with burnt sticks, on the beautifully,
white-plattered walls. They had registered their
names, ranks, and regiments conspicuously; some |

({See continuation sheet No. 1)

a resting point for Union Troops marching toward the Bnttle,gmdkyf
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7. ZSCRIPTION, continued

EXG I Y U I

O D 1y i

~epth of the house. ALt the eas:t end is a single large room,

©-7 1sed as a dallroom and once sartizioned into doubls

<3. Connecting the aining room =0 the 243t hall s 3

cross nall at the Zxon:. To zhe lef: of the west hall ara

rcoms, presently used as a librarv and den. Altogether

there are eight first floor rooms, including halls, kitchen, and

vowder room (see plan). There is also a full cellar and numerous

rooms on the second and third floor. Principal alterations

made to the house bv the present owners, many of these dating

from within a few years following their acquisition of the

proparty in 1946, include the basement garage, supporting

columns in the former ballroom (present drawing room), a central

corridor on the second floor through the central portion of

the house, and modifications to accomodate the present kitchen,

ground floor bathroom, and one other of the remaining five bath-

rooms. :

Most of the interior woodwork throughout the house is of a

simole Greek Revival-style although there has been some replace-

ment of doors and windows that apparently occurred about 1850-55.
The only domestic dependency still remaining on the property

is a former smokehouse that has been converted for use as a

private chapel by the Stancioffs.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

recording disloyal epigrams and other epitaphs on
Abraham Lincoln. The Union troops (about one hun-
dred in number) who found shelter in the hospitable
seminary also took burnt sticks and recorded tri-
butes far from complimentary to one Jefferson Davis
and the Southern Confederacy, indulging at the

same time in loyal cartoons of Lincoln, Washington,
etc. The names of John M. Lancaster, Theophilus
Callen, Newell D. Loutsenheiser, Thomas Pp. Tomer,
James I. O'Neil, Robert P. Douglass, Hugh Leonard,
James Finnegan and John Crookham, all of the One
furndred and Fifty-fifth, are among those now re-
alled as having duly recorded their names, ranks,
ztc., that night on the walls of the parlors of the

(@]

seminary.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued
I
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wno witnessed nis perrormance, and unanimously voted
Regimental artist.

Before resuming the march the next morning, the
seminary orchard was invaded by the visiting Union
soldiers and the ripe applei and peaches liberally
appropriated at breakfast.

The graffiti scratched on the walls by the Confederate
soldiers were found by the Stancioffs when they began removing
wallpaper over the mantle in the northwest first floor room.
Satyrical drawings and messages are still legible, covering
almost the entire wall area above the mantle, and remain in a
nearly perfectly preserved state.

Following the Civil War the property was acquired by Sam
Hinks, the "Know Nothing" mayor of Baltimore (1854-1856). At
his death it was occupied by his descendants until purchased by
Colonel Brien, a Confederate veteran, who remained here until
1912, -
The propertv was acquired by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Stancioff in
1946. Mr. Stancioff, who died in 1974, was born in 1897 in St.
Petersburg, Russia. His father was a Bulgarian Minister to
Russia and later Bulgarian Foreign Minister, and for a short
time Prime Minister. His mother was a lady in waiting to
Princess Clementine, daughter of Louis Philippe. Ivan Stancioff
was educated in France and bagan his career as an oil-technolo-
gist. His political involvements led to his appointments to
diplomatic. posts in Sofia, Rome, and in 1942 as Consul General
in Romania to organize refuge=s work. In 1944 he was appointed
to discuss armistice terms with the western allies but was
prevented from doing so by the Russian tzke-cver Of Bulgaria. He
eventually made his way to the United States, arriving here
with his American wife and children in 1946. iis wife, Marion
Mitchell Stancioff, the present owner of the property, was born
in Sao Paulo, Brazil of American parents (her mother was from
Baltimore City and her great grandmothsr from Baltimore County) .
Mrs. Stancioff was a founder of the British Wood Engravers
Society (1223) and has prints in the British Museum, among others.
She is ncw working on an historical and anthropological study of
visual symbols which work is coupled be her civic involvements
and the completion of her husband's memoirs.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA : !
. UATITUDE AND L ONGITUDE COORDINATES 1 CaTITUDE ANC LONGIT IDE COORDINATES
| CEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROVERTY 0 DEFINING Thoe LenTEIK POINI OF A PrOPERTY
; R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
[CORNER LATITUDE R LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
1 - - .
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds |
nw | 39° 2@ - | 770 20+ 38- ° : . ° : "
i
{

NE | 39° 3% ¥3- 77> 20- Bp-
L SE 39° 19 3¢ 77> 20- g6-
| sw 39° 48 34- 77°_29- P9- |

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 4 w_

jLIST ALL STATES AND COUN TIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: coDt COUNTY CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
.

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

sTATE: ) COGE | COUNTY: CODE

f11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Marion Mitchell Stancioff (See continuation sheet No. 3)

CRGANIZATION DATE

10 Nov. 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

|Route 2
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE K CODE
Frederick Maryland [4

1

I

L

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
R . . ty is i di
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw I hereby certify that this property 18 included in the

80.665), 1 hereby nominate this prope}ly for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended -
1 & ; . Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preaervation
tevel of significance of this nomination is:

I National ] State [} Local []

! Date

| Name

* ATTEST:

| Arthur C. Townsend

| .

| Tatle State Historic Preservation

: Officer ' Keeper of The National Register
a bate October 24, 1974 Date

fr U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-187 /1442 3~
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10. Geographical Data
Correction and Revision of National Register Boundaries (February 1999)

The present documentation has been prepared to address errors in
defining the National Register boundary of the Stancioff House. A 1972
subdivision of the Stancioff property created two lots within the 14-1/2
acre total parcel. The boundaries of these two lots apparently were
defined by drawing arbitrary lines on a map, rather than by considering
site features and other appropriate setting criteria. A 1.6372-acre
panhandle-shaped lot was drawn around the house and driveway, surrounded by
a second lot comprising the remainder of the property, 12.5448 acres, with
the apparent intent of separating the house and its immediate grounds from
the surrounding property.

However, when the Stancioff House was nominated to the National
Register in 1973, the entire 14-1/2 acres were cited as the boundary,
without reference to the existing two-lot configuration. The USGS quad
which accompanied the nomination located the property incorrectly--
indicating the property adjacent to the Stancioff House on the west--and
the latitude and longitude coordinates were correspondingly incorrect.

In an effort to correct and rationalize the boundaries of the
property, the cultural and natural features which constitute the immediate
setting for the resource have been reexamined in detail. The following
revisions are based on this re-evaluation.

The historic resources are concentrated within the southwestern corner
of the triangular 14-1/2 acre property, within a 6.319-acre area shown as
Parcel A on the attached plat, dated April 7, 1998. The southern boundary
of this parcel is defined by Maryland Routes 80 and 355, from whose
intersection a long tree-lined gravel driveway enters the property and
extends north to a circle in front of the house. Beyond the trees lining
the drive on either side are areas of vegetation which buffer the house
from the main road and contribute to a sense of separation. The western
boundary is defined by an unbroken tree line. The house is approximately
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centered in this parcel, with an informally landscaped domestic yard at the
sides and rear. This yard contains several outbuildings northeast of the
house, including a small stone outbuilding near the house, and two frame
sheds at the northeast corner. At the north and northeast limits of the
landscaped domestic yard, a clear topographical break exists at
approximately the 470’ contour, beyond which the remainder of the property-
-an open field that does not contribute directly to the significance of the
resource--falls away gradually but markedly. Several dense clusters of
vegetation help to mark the eastern boundary.

UTM References:

Acreage of nominated property: .319 acres
USGS quad: Urbana, MD

A: 18-297680-4355580
B: 18-297660-4355420
C: 18-297520-4355380
D: 18-297590-4355640

Verbal Boundary Description:

The National Register boundaries of the Stancioff House correspond to
Parcel A indicated on the plat dated April 7, 1998 which accompanies this
documentation.

Boundary Justification:

This area, 6.319 acres, comprises all the historic resources within
their immediate landscaped setting, and excludes adjacent open space which
does not contribute directly to the significance of the resource.
Boundaries correspond to physical features (roads, tree lines, land
contours) and property lines.
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Kendrick, 99000414,
LISTED, 4/01/99

IDAHO, SHOSHONE COUNTY,
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,
104 Hunter Ave.,

Mullan, 99000419,

LISTED, 4/01/99

IDAHO, VALLEY COQUNTY,

North Fork Payette River Bridge,

ID 55, Approx. 2.5 mi. N of Smiths Ferry,
Smiths Ferry vicinity, 99000416,
LISTED, 4/02/99

INDIANA, SPENCER COUNTY,
Brown-Kercheval House,

315 S. 2nd St.,

Rockport, 73000045,
REMOVED, 4/02/99

IOWA, WAPELLO COUNTY,

St. Mary's of the Visitation Church and Rectory,

103 E. Fourth St.,

Ottumwa, 98000314,

OWNER OBJECTION DETERMINED ELIGIBLE, 3/12/99
(Ottumwa MPS)

KANSAS, JOHNSON COUNTY,
Turner, William Thomas, Barn,
19805 S. Moonlight Rd.,
Gardner vicinity, 99000420,
LISTED, 4/01/99

MARYLAND, BALTIMORE INDEPENDENT CITY,
Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine,
Locust Point, at E end of Fort Ave.,
BaIt|more (Indeendent Clty) 66000907
DBIHONAL DOCUMENTATION APPROVED 4/02/99

MARYLAND, FREDERICK COUNTY,
Stancioff House,
Rt. 2,

Urbana, 75000896,
BOUNDARY DECREASE APPROVED, 3/29/99

AND, PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
Hazelwood,

18611 Queen Anne Rd.,

Upper Marlboro vicinity, 99000422

LISTED, 4/01/99

MICHIGAN, INGHAM COUNTY,
Masonic Temple Building,

314 M.A.C. Ave.,

East Lansing, 98001083,
LISTED, 3/29/99

MICHIGAN, KENT COUNTY,
Fallasburg Historic District,
Covered Bridge Rd.,

Vergennes Township, 98001217,
LISTED, 3/31/99

MICHIGAN, OTTAWA COUNTY,

Page 3
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