
.. 

Vl 

:z 
0 

-
t-

u 

a::: 
t-
Vl 

:z -
w 
w 
Vl 

Ir " 

(S-1.SI 
MHTy1° 

Form 10-300 UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR 
STAT!O: 

(Dec . 1968) NATIONAL PARK S ERVICE Maryland 
COUNTY: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR I C PLACES Baltimor e City. 
· INVENTO RY - NOMINATION FO RM FOR NPS US E ONLY 

EN TR Y NUMBE:R I DATE 
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 69-10-19-0010 110/1/ 6~ 

ll;·' !'il\ME <+:=\;: ···.·.··. : .·: .: ... .. · ;:,::· .~ .. , .. ·> . ,. ~i: 

' • 

COMMON: 
Old Roman Catholic Cathedral ,(Basilica of the Assumption ) 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 
Minor Basilica of the Assumpt ion of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

I~~ ·, !..OCAT!ON . ;_;. . ·: .. 
s·TREET AN D NUM BE:R: 

401 Cathedral Street . 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore City 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY: I CODE 

Maryland I 1 g I Baltimore City I 510 
f~;=7¢'j.lAsSiFICA 1'.ION ... .. :.-···· : .·-~· . ': ·· ... = .. '·;:.·: \:=. ·:(= 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

District 0 Bui I ding Kl Pubiic 0 Pub lic Acquisition: Occupied lK) Yes: 

Sito 0 Structure 0 Private ~ In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted D 
Both 0 Being Considered D Preservotion work Unrestricted Qi: 

06ject 0 In progress 0 No: D 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agri cu lturo I 0 Governme nt 0 Park D Transportation 0 Comments 0 
Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Spec/ ly) 0 
Educo t ionol D Milita ry 0 Religious tKJ 
Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific D 

1>4y;p~~tifbF PRpPF;RTY .· :: ;.' ·:·. f'= :f > ,:. " ·&:/ , v . <> . ... ;:-f} · .. . ,+:-:./:;:=;:::.<= ,: ,="·: :?·:~'''.•··,,:. . 
OWNERS NAME: 

Trustees of the Roman Catholio Cathedral 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

401 Cathedral Street 
CITY OR TOWN: I ST~~~yland I CODE Es: "' -i 

Baltimore City . I 19 PJ )> 

Ii -i 

fs;:=:tQcArfoN oF- .. i'1 
LE.GAL DESCRIPTION : . . . .. . c.::: .. 

...... ..... ,. ··---- I-' COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, E0TC: 
§ Land Record Office of the Suuerior Court of ~~.l tim.o·rA r.; +v p., STR EET ANO NUMBER: 

Room 610 , Baltimore City Court House 
Cl TY OR TOVIN: 

1 ·sT~~~yland I CODE n 

I 19 t:xJ2 Baltimore City OPJ~ 
. 98 acre 1-'·l-'-i APPROXIMA TE AC REAGE 01" NOMINATED PROPERTY: c+c;t·-< 

f~';; '.: R.';f?RESl2NTATIO~ IN EXISTING SURVEYS . k ,_,:· . a TITLE 01" SURVEY: 0 
Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks Ii 

() 

DATE OF SURVEY : May 1969 F ederol rx Stole [JS! County 0 Local D fTl 
z DEP OSITORY FO R SURVE:Y RECORDS: -i 
ll 

Maryiand Historical Trust · -< 
' z 

c STREET AN O NUMBER: 
~ 

P . o. Box 1704 G1 
rn 
lJ CITY OR TOWN: 

lsTA~;~ryland I CODE .._ ...._ 

Annapolis 21404 [ 1g 0 
l> 
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() () MHT ~ B-J~l 

p. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITI ON 
(Chec .k One) 

Excellent OCJ Good 0 Foir 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Chec k One) 

') ( 1 ) * " ••• North America's most beautiful church ••• ," 
says Nicholas Pevsner, noted architectural historian, 
and Henry-Russell Hitchcock has called the Basilica of 
the Assumption, "one of the finest ecclesiastical monu­
ments of Romantic classicism ... ( 2 )* 

The cruciform building is of porphyritic granite, 

hauled by ox- cart from Ellicott City, Maryland . The 
portico, composed of ten fluted columns and Ionic pedi­
ment , was added in 1863 and covers a large central door, 
fl8.nked by two smaller doors. On either side of the 
portico is a bell tower, topped by an onion-shaped dome . 

The bells within were manufactured in Marseilles, France, 
as was the clock in the southern tower . (These towers 
were not part of Latrobe's desigri..) 

Along the building's sides are a. s~ries of care-
fully placed stained- glass windows, set in recessed 
arched panels. ''A dome on an octagonal drum culmina tes 

the church , and one is conscious of a superbly successful 
handling of the combination of the sphere and the cube."(3)* 

* See #9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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MHT B-13J 

P re.Co lumbian fJ 16th Century 0 18 t h Century lJ 20 th Ce ntury [] 

15 th Centu ry 0 17 t h Cent ury 0 19 t h Cent ur y 3J 

SPEC IFIC O AT EIS) ( If Applic abl e Dn d Known) 1806 ( C0ffi"Oleted 186 ~) 
ARE A S O F SI C N ll'" I CANCE ( Ch ec k One or Mo r e ils Appr opria te) 

Aba r ig inol 
., 

Educa t ion D Pol i.t icol 0 Urban Planning D 
P f ch\ s t of i<: 0 E ngineering 0 Re l igi on / Phi· Other ( Spec lty) rn 
Histori c D Indus t ry 0 lo s o phy 0 Architecture 

Agri cu lt ure 0 In vention [j Science [l 

Ar t llO Lands cope Sculpture 0 
Commerce [] Arc hi lec ture 0 Social / Huma n· 

C ommvni cot ion s D L ite ratu re 0 itor ion 0 
Conserv ot ion 0 Mil ita ry 0 Theater 0 

M us ic 0 Trans portotion 0 

ST AT EMENT OF SIGNIFI C A NC E ( Cn clud e Personages, Dales, E ven t s , E tc .) 

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the 

United States, the Basilica of the Assumption was de­
signed by Benjamin H. Latrobe . Construction was begun 
in 1806, on a lot acquired from Col . John Eager Howard , 
and added to from time to time until it was completed 
in 1863 . 

In 1789 , an Episcopal See had been established in 
Baltimore and Reverend John Carroll elected the firs t 
bishop, with a diocese covering thir teen states. 
Bishop Carroll ordered the building of the Cathedral 
and was conse.crated Ar chbishop there in 1808. He is 
one of seven prelates (including James Cardinal Gibbons) 

buried in the crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne . 

In addition , ten Provincial and three Plenary 
Councils have been held in the Basilica and thirty 
bishops have be~n consecrated there . Because of its 
unique role in the history of the Church in America , 
the Cathedral was elevated to the dignity of a minor 
Basilica by Pope Pius XI in 1937 . 

The archbishop ' s residence, which adjoins , was 
designed and built in 1830 by William L. Small. 
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MHT B-1'sl 
9. •MAJ QR B I B LIOGRAPH ICAL@FERENCE~ ·----·----.>;,._~~'------~------

,i ., .. Recorders: Romaine So Somerville, Execut ive Secreta:cy , an.d 
Cathari ne F . Black, Commission Member ; Commission for 
Historic & Architectural Preservation , 402 City Hall , 
Baltimore , Maryl and . 

1Pevsner , Nikolaus , An Outline of European Architecture 
Baltimore : Penguin Books , 1963 ), pp . 441. 

2ttitchcock , Henry-Russell , Architec,ture, 19th and 20th Centurie~ 
(Baltimore: Penguin Books , 1958) , pp . 6. 

. [see ~ontinuation sheet 1 

LAT I TU DE A NO LONG I TUDE COORDI NATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

COR N E R LATITUDE LONGI TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . - . ' ·o . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 9 . . 0 . • 

0 
LA TITUDE ANO LONG I TUDE COORDI NA T ES 

DEFI N ING THE CENTER P OINT OF A PRO PERTY 

R1--_ ___ __,__o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H_Ar.N_o~. N~· ~,_;_A_c_R_E_~----4 

• LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds D egrees Mi nutes Seconds 
0 • • 0 ' • 

N39 17 39.5 W76 36 59.2 

LIST ALL STAT E S AN O COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPP I NG STATE OR COUN TY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CO D E COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME ANO Tl TLE: 

.Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

P. o. Box 1704 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Annapolis ··-

As the designated State Liaison Office r for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation A ct of 1966 ( Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclus ion 

in the Nationa l Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the crite ria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service . T he recommende d 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Nationa l !Kl State O L ocal 0 

Name O.Jia~1J?o 1IJ~~ 111 
Orlando Ridout IV 

TH~ State Liaison Officer 
for Maryland 

Date June 17, 1969 

'. 

'

DATE 

-June 16, 196q 

;, :....·· 

STATE - • I CODE 

Maryland 21404 I 1~ 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

rt.//Jj-d/J;,tl a /l;W//. /JJ1 · 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic />reser~on 

Date _ _ ()_C_T _1 _ 196_9 ___ _ 

K eeper of T?e Na tional Regis ter 
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MHT B-13l 
Form 10-3000 
(~ec. 1968) 

UNITE D STO S DEPARTMENT OF 'THE IN TERIOR 
IONAL PARK SERVICE C sTAM~ryland 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF H'ISTOR IC PL ACES 

IHVENTORY. NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Baltimore City 
FOR HPS USE ONLY 

EN T RY NUMBER I OATE 

t I 
(Numbi>1 Dll ~n lr16s) 

c 

-

Old Roman Catholic Cathedral 
(Basilica or' the Assumption) 

#6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Historic American Building Survey 
January 1964 
Library of Congress 
Washington, n·. C. Code: 08 

#9 . REFERENCES 

3Howland, Richard Hubbard, and Elizabeth Patterson Spencer, 
The Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore: The Johns 
Hopkins Press, 1953), pp. 47-49. · 

Rains, Albert, and Laurance G. Henderson, With Heritage So 
!2:£,h .(New York: Random Rous~, 1966), Plate 27. 

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Baltimore City and County, 
Maryland (Baltimore: pub. 1881), pp. 536-534. 

. . ,,...... 
Land Record Office of the Superior Court of Baltimore City, 

Maryland. Liber: WG 117 Folio: 662. 
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MH11' B- 13 I 
Form 10-301 UNI Tm STATES DEPARTME NT OF THE INTER IOR STA T E 

(Dec. 1968) Q T IONAL P AR K SERVICE 0 Maryland 
NATIONA L GISTER OF HIST ORIC P L ACES 

COUNTY 

Bal timore City 
PROP ERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) E N T RY NUMBER I O A TE 

I 
I l. NAME 

COMMON: Old Roman cathol i c Ca thedral (Basilica of the Assumption) 
AN o l oR H1s T oR1 c : Minor Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed 

\2. LOCATION I Vire:in Marv 
STREET ANO NUM BER: 

401 Cathedral Street 
C I TY OR TO WN: 

Ba ltimore Cit y 
STAT E : I COO E I COUN TV: I COO£ 

Mar yland I 1g I Bal timore City I 510 
13. MAP RE FERENCE 

SOURC E: 

u.s.G.s. 7. 5 ' quadrangle Bal timore East (Maryland) 
SC ALE: 1 : 24 , 000 
OA T E: 1953 

14. REQUIREMENTS .. 

T O BE INCLUOE O O N A LL M A PS 

I. P roperty broun daries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lati tude and longitude reference. 
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L.l!'liT tD Sr A TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL( GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

( 

STATE 

Mar land 
·: O UN TY 

Baltimore City 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

----·-~-·----! 

~ 

~ 
tD 
I 

(Type e ll entries - attach to or enc lose with photograph) EN_TR_Y_N_u_M_u_c_R~~-o_A_r_E-1 us 
z l . NAME· 

o coMMON: Old Roman Catholic tion) 
AN o ' oR HlsToR1c: Minor Basilica of the 

t- 2. l,..OCA T ION 
STREE T ANO NUMBER: 

401 Cathedral Street 
CITY OR l'OWN : 

Baltimore City 
STA TE: COOE COUN TV: CODE 

Mar land 19 Baltimore Cit 510 
z . ~ f#HOTO RE F:~RENCE ; ) 

PHoTo cREolT: Baltimore Mar land De t . of Plannin - Phil Sible 
OATE OF PHOTO: 19 

w 
w 

EGAT1vE F11..ED AT: Commission for Hi storic & Architectural Preserva­
tion 02 Cit Hall Baltimore Mar land 

4. IPENTIFIC~!,..:.1..:..0_~ ___ ._. ,_.,·--'------ --------------'------------+ 
0 ES CRIB E V l E W, 01 REC Tl 0 N, ETC. 

Basilica of the Assumption at 401 Cathedral Street, 

exterior from the northwest. 

B- 1 

This print went to 
National Register for 
their files . There is 

duplicate at MHT . 
~-e our files for 
similar photo. 
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