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12: DESCRIPTIO N 

CONDIT ION 
Exnllent OCJ Good 0 Fa ir 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

I 
(Check One) (Check Ono) 

INT EGRIT Y 
Altered 0 Unaltered DJ Moved 0 Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE P R E SENT AN O ORIG IN AL (If known~ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"• •• North Ame;iica 's most beautiful church ••• , 11 <1 )* 

says Nicholas Pevsner , noted architectural historian , 

and Henry-Russell Hitchcock has called the Basilica of 
the Assumption , "one of the finest ecclesiastical monu­
ments of Romantic classicism . "( 2 )* 

The cruciform building is of porphyritic granite , 

hauled by ox-cart from Ellicott City, Maryland . The 

portico , composed of ten fluted columns and Ionic . pedi­
ment, was added in 1863 and covers a large central door, 

flanked by two smaller doors . On either side of the 
portico is a bell tower, toppe d by an onion-shaped dome . 

The bells within were manufactured in Marseilles , France, 
as was the clock in the southern tower . (These towers 

were not part of Latrobe's desigri .) 

Along the building's .::;ides .. are .. a . ~~.I_'ies of care­
fUlly placed stained-glass windows , set in recessed 
a;rched panels . 
the church , and 

handling of the 

"A dome on an octagonal drum culminates 
·-one is conscious of a superbly successful 

combination of the sph_ere and the cube ."( 3)* 

* See #9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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1a. SIGNIFICANCE 

PE F<IOO (Cl1e c k One o r M or e as Approprillte) 

Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century 0 18th Century 0 201h Century 0 
151h Cen1ury 0 17th CC!nt ury 0 19th Ce nt ury ~ 

sPEc1F1coA TECs> (lfApplicable and Xnown) 1806 ( completed 1 86 ~) 
AF< E AS O F SICN1 Fl c ANC E (Ch~cl< One or More bS A ppropriate) 

Abori9ino l • • . . ! Educotlon- . • Q .. _ -· .E'o.ILt.ical . -· 0 
Pre his totic 0 
Histotic 0 

Agricultur" 0 
Ar1 DD 
Commerce 0 
Comtnvn ic orions CJ 
Conse rvofion 0 

-

Engineering O Religion/Phi· 

Ind u stry 0 losophy rn 
l_nvention .. 0 : Sc ie nce . . . 0 
londscope

0 

SculpturC! 0 
Ard>ilecture 0 

litera t u re 0 
Militar y 0 
Music 0 

Sociol/ Hurnon· 

itorion 0 
Theater 0 
Tronsporto tion 0 

S T ATEM E NT OF S I GN IFIC ANCE (Include P e r sonages, Dates, Even t s , E tc.) 

U~bon Planning 0 . . 
Other (Specify) QI) 

Architecture 

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the 

United States , the Basilica of the Assumption wa s de­
signed by Benjamin H. Latrobe . Construction was begun 
in 1806, on a lot acquired from Col . John Eager Howard , 
and added to from time to time until it was completed 

in 1863. 

In 1789, an Episcopal See had been established in 
Baltimore and Reverend John Carroll elected the firs t 

·-bishop , with a · diocese covering thirteen states . 

Bishop Carroll ordered the building of the Cathedral 
and was consecrated Archbishop there in 1808. He is 

one of seven prelates (including James Cardinal Gibbons.) 
buried in the crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne . 

In addition , ten Provincial and three Plenary 
Councils have been held in the Basilica and thirty 
bishops have been consecrated there . Because of its 
unique role in the history of the Church in America, 
the Cathedral was elevated to the dignity of a minor 
Basilica by Pope Pius XI in 1937. 

The archbishop ' s residence , which ad.joins , was 
designed and built in 1830 by William L. Small • 
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Recorders : Romaine s. Somerville, Executive Secretary , and 

Catharine F. Black , Commission Member ; Commission for 
Historic & Architectural Preservation , 402 City Hall , 
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LATI TUCE "ND LONGITU DE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANO LO NG I TUDE COORDINA TES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE: LOC AT ING THE PROPERTY 
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERT Y 

R OF LESS THA_N <;>N_E ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrcu Minules Seconds Degrees Minules Seconds Degrees Minules Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . N39 17 39 . 5 W76 36 59 . 2 
SW 9 . 0 . . 

LrST ALL STATES AND COUNT IES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

ST ATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

ST ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CO D E 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

·11. FORM PREPARED BY . 
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NAME ,_ND TITLE: .. 
Mrs . Preston Parish , Keeper of the Maryland Register 

ORGAN! ZATION 
tDATE 

Maryland Historical Trust June 16 ' 196< 
STREET. ANO NUM BE R: 

P . o. Box 1704 ' 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE ' CODE 

Annapolis Maryland 21404 19 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CE RTIFiCAitON · NATIONAL RE GIST ER VERIFICATION 
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tional Historic Preservation Act o f !966 (Public Law 
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in the National Re11.is1er and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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tion) 

401 Cathedral Street 
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PHoTo cREDI r : Baltimore t. of Plannin - Phil Sible 
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Basilica of the Assumption at 401 Cathedral Street, 
exterior from the northwest. 
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.> t.Scn'1 t1e: 111£ f'RCSCN1 AND ORICI NAL ( II known) PHYSICAL APPC. A R A NCF;. 
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11 • •• North America ' s most beautiful church • •• ", (l )says 
Nicholas Pevsner, noted architectural historian, and Henry-Russell 

- Hitchcock has called the Basilica of the Assumption, "on~. ~f the 
f:inest ecclesiastica.:L monuments of Romantic classicism11 .l~ J 

The' crucifonn buildmg is of porphyritic granite, hauled 
by ox- cart frcm Ellicott City, Maryland. The portico, composed of . 
ten fluted columns and Ionic ped:L11ent, was added :in 1863 and covers 
a large central door, flanked by two smaller doors. On e i t.h.er side 
of the portico is a bell tower, topped by an onion- shaped dome. 
~.'he bells within were rnanu.factured jn. Marseilles, France , as was 
t he clock in the southern tom~r. (These towers 1·rere not part of 
Latrobe's design. ) 

Along the building ' s sides are a series of carefully · 
placed stained-glass wi11d0ws, set i n recessed arched panels. "A 
dcme on an octagonal drv.m cu.1.mi.Tlates the church, and one is conscious 
of a superbly ~~qcessi'ul handling of the combination of the sphere 
and the cube •11 \ 3 ) . 

1. Nikolaus Pevsner, An Outline of European Architectura (Balt imore : 
Penguin Books, 196J), p. 441. 

2. Henry-Russell Hitchcock" Architecture , Nineteenth and. Twentieth 
Centuries (Baltimore : Penguin Books, 1958), p. 6 

J. Richard Hubbard Howland and El eanor Pat terson Spencer , 1'he 
Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore : The Johns HopkinSfress, 
195.:S), J? · ~~9 
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l S1h Cenlury 0 17th Century 0 

18th Century 0 
19th Century ttJ 

B-l 

20th Century 0 

Sf'EC1F·1c 0> .. TEISI (1( Appllcohlu and Know11) J.OlX> ( camnl.eted ='·.::..-tl6~-s'--')'-----------1 
AREAS OF SICNIF'ICANCC: (Check-pne or Moro tu A.pproprlot~) 

( 

Abor lginol Eclucotion 0 Politico I 

Prehistoric 0 En9inccrin9 ,o · Reli9lon/Phl· . 
Hi~loric: 0 Industry 0 loaophy 

Agriculrure 0 Invent ion 0 Science 

Art OCJ Landscape Sculpture 

Com,;,erce "O Architecture 0 Soclal/Humon· 

Commvnicotions 0 L iterature 0 "ario'n 
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STAT EMEl~T OF SICNIFICANCE (Include Per11onogc11, D1ttos, E""'!'•· Etc.) 
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0 
0 
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U;bon Planning 

Other (Specify) 

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the U.S., 
the Basilica of the Assumption was designed by oonjamin H. Latrobe. 
Construction Wd.S begun in 1806, on a l.ot acquired from Col. John 
Eager HO'l'iard, and added to from t1me to tllne until it was completed 
in 1863. 

0 
0 

In 1789, an Episcopal See had been established in Baltimore 
and Rev. John Carroll elected the first bishop, with a diocese cover-
ing thirteen states. Bishop Carroll ordered the building of· the ' 
Cathedral and was consec::.--ated .!'.i'chbiDhop there m 1808. He is one 
of seven prelates (inc.tuding James Cardinal Gibbons) buried in the 
crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne. 

In addition, te~· Pror..Jicial .and three Plenary Councils 
have been hei.d in the Basilica and thirty bishops have been consecrated 
there. Been.use of its unique role in the history of the Church in 
America, the Cathedral was elevated to the d:ig·nity of a minor Basilica 
by Pope Pius µ in 19 .:S7. • , 

The archbishop I S residence, Which adj Oins J Was. designed and 
built in J.8JO by Wi J Ji am L. Sm.all. 
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·- ,- · -~~~ch~:~~-·~:nry-~ussell, Arcmi~ecture, 19t.h ;;nd 20th Ce~turies 
(Baltimore : Penguin Books , 1958), p.6. 

Howland, Richard Hubbard and Elizabeth Fattersori Spencer, The Architecture 
·or Baltimore (Baltimore: The JoHns Hopkins Press, 1953), pp.47-49 . 

Pevsner, Hikolaus, · An eu··tline of European Architecture (Baltimore: 
Penguin Bcoks, 1963) , p. 441. 

Rains, Albert and Laurance G. Hend.~rson , t·!ith Heritage So Rich (New York: 
Random House, 1966), Plate 27. · 

Scharf, J. Thomas , Histor;,r of B<:.lt iraore City anct County, Maryland 
(Baltimore : rub. 1881) , p. 530- S~lf. 
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~__Qgmnijsion for H~?toric ~nd Architectural Preservation 
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12. HATF. LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 
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