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E. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
1 Excellent ] Good 1 Fair X! Deteriorated ] Ruins {7 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered {1 Unaltered - f ] Moved (R Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ballestone Mansion is located on Cedar Point
between Back River and Middle River in Essex, Baltimore
County, Maryland, and is presently part of the Rocky
Point Park, owned by Baltimore County. The house was
originally built in the late 1700's or early 1800's
and has been enlarged twice. The original house
measured 20.2 feet by 17.5 feet, approximately 350
square feet. The major addition was 20.6 feet by 24.6
feet, adding 506 sguare feet on one floor. A second
story was later added to this addition, bringing
the total flcor area to 1362 sguare feet (see sketches).

The old part of the existing house, built c. 1800,
is brick: Flemish bond brickwork on the roacdside
(northwest) , Common bond brickwork on the Middle River
side (southeast) and ends (i.e. header course every
sixth course). The brick were generally soft burned, i
with a few glazed headers on gable end wall. A carry-
over from the eighteenth century, the pitch of the
roof is above 45° to the horizontal. There is a
corbelled brick cornice in the rear (southeast facade)
under the roof. 3Before being raised for the two-story
porch, the front cornice was similar to that in the
rear. The cornice is wood with ogee cove molding,
sawtooth dentils, square volutes, The main block oOXF
the house had three bavs on the nt and rear. Ind
walls are blank except for a s
The window frames are narrow (
rouné face. The second flocr bed
the late eigihteenth century (c. 3
raised panels; other doors appear to cate from 182
or later. Tvpical of MMaryland houses cf this pericd
are the wide random-width floor Doards 1
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n the attic

(probably tulip poplar) and narrovwer randon-width floor ;
boards on the first and second flcors. Pine trim is !
also a characteristic feature. The original attic |
rafters were lavcped at the ridge and pinned tocether. {
The original collars tied the rafters together with !
a dovetail joint. The attic was never nlastered. The '
stairwav is the tvpe used in the eighteenth and early

nineteenth centuries.
I+ appears that the Miller family added the second
story to the addition c. 1870-80. The brickwork I |
all common bond. The front pitch of the 1800-20 nortion :
had the rafters chanced tc carry the flatter roof over
the porch. Pricr to the addition or the seconé story
wing and porch, the original rafters had the same
pitch as the rear rooi and were pecged at the ridacge.
The full-length, two-story porch, sacond fioor of this
3 -4 +3

, "
additicn, three dorners and Victorian Crin arour.Jd the
r
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(See continuation sheet NO. i
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Ballestone Mansion

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

new porch cornice were a later part of the 1870-80 addition.
The fireplace mantel dates sometime after 1850. A chimney,
painted red and located over the attic window at the end
of the later wing, balances the chimney of the 1800-20
part. A central main entrance, leading into the 1800
section stairhall, widened the original door. The original
flat-jack arch was removed and the space covered by the wall
framing member of the second floor porch, c. 1870-80.
Evidence of cutting and patching in brickwork for second
floor porch rafters can be seen. The brick porch wall
was whitewashed and later painted gray.

A concrete block shed has been added, within the last
fifty vears. Also, the rear wall of the later addition
was rebuilt in a nonconforming design and will have to be
restored as to brick type and coursing and window openings.

The sash windcws on the front (northwest) elevaticn
measure 5 feet 6 inches by 3 feet with 6 over 6 panes. The
front entrance door, in the third bay from the left (facing
house) consists of a masonry ovening of 5 feet four inches.
The frame includes a full width transom light and two vpanels,

each with side light and two raised panels below. The
lintels are brick flat-jack arches and the sills brick row-
lock.

The basic first floor »lan of this house consists of
a center hall and stair, with a large parlor to the left
and two rooms to tha right, vrobably dining and sitting
rooms (in the later addition), or possibly the kitchen.
Upstairs there is one bedroom to the left and two inter-
connected rooms on the right.

A graveyard is located nearby, across the road. The
graveyard has one Stansbury gravestone. Others, including
that of Thomas Stansbury, were removed, subseguently
recovered are presently cuarded by the local historical
society. They will eventually be replaced.

GEO 421.723
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B SicniFiCANCE

PER!OD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian: 1 16th Century ] 18th Century ™ 20th Century
] 15th Century 3 17th Century X 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEiS! (If Applicable and Known) 1 800 , 1870-1880"'s

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 Urban Planning

Aberiginal " Education ™1 Political
{0 Prehistoric ] Engineering ] Religion/Phi. X Other (Specity)
{7 Historic ] industry ' losophy local
X} Agriculture {3 Invention ] Science hiS_tQ_m}_
X Architecture {J Landscope (3 Sculpture
0 Art Architecture 1 Social/Human-
] Commerce ] Literature itarian
[ Communications 2 Military ] Theater
[ Conservation ) Music T Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Back River Neck in Baltimore County, situated
between Back River to the south and Middle River to
the north, was once a rural district populated
mainly by farmers. Today, just across Back River
from the Baltimore Beltwav, it is becoming an in-
creasingly suburban area. As the only extant farmer's
house in this area, Ballestone Mansion is the sole
visible reminder cof its vast way of life.

In about 1800 when the first part of the house
was built, possibly by Josepn Ward Stansbury or
his son Ephraim Stansbury, 95 cercent of the families
in the United States lived on farms or in small
country towns.l Ballestcne probably began its
existence as the home of one such American farming
family. When the prorerty was to be sold at auction
in 1817 in the settlement of Joseph Ward Stansbury's
estate, it was described as follows in a newspaper
advertisement:

... [a] Farm called BALISTON, containing
about 100 acres of land, distant about

13 miles from the city in Back River

Neck-the improvements are, a two story

dwelling in cood ordexr, with barns, stabling

and other suitable buildi;;gs...2

The property was sold for $17.06 per acre to Willim
Cook, sterfather of Ecvhraim Stansburv's two children,
William and lMary Ann. It remained in the Stansbury
family until 1852 when Richeardsocon Collins, son of RMary
Ann (Stansburv) Collins, submitted it for aucticn.

Accordnng to Russel B. Nye in his Cultural Life
of the New Nation, tihe farmer in the early nineteenth
century "mace nis living bv hard, backbreakinc labor
that involved his entire familv...His farm was sucposed
to provide for practicallv &ll his needs, with a surplus
for sale or export, and it usually did."

lrRussel Blaine Nye, The Cultural Lifa of the Neow Nation
1776-28620, The New American «atiCnh SerieS, fdalpeX LOorCabdosKs
New Z0vx: Harprer & R isners, 19¢0), p. 128. |

<Newsrvaver,clinp the Arerican. Avril-lay 117,
Chancery ranper z/c<) coumty,” nzil c©i Records, i
Annavoliis, larvliand. ' J

3Nye, p. 1235.

(See continuation sheet No. 2)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

Ballestone's proximity to Baltimore gave its owners an
added advantage in marketing their crops. It was a
large city which, according to Henry Adamsd has the
"diversity of interests and local markets"™ which made it
possible for farmers and planters to realize a profit
from their labor.

Ballestone was purchased in 1855 by Edward Miller,
whose heirs owned it until 1969. In about 1870 the
Millers enlarged the farmhouse by adding a one and one
half story wing to one end. + was apparentlyv some time
during the 1870's or 1880's that this addition was made
into a full two stories and the cornice, dormers, and
two-story porch were added. These alterations made the
house much more imposing. Teday Ballestone is the only
house in Back River Neck in restorable conditicn. It
as still in a fairly rural setting, being surrounded
by a golf course. Owned by tae Baltimore County Department
of Recreation and Parks, it will be restored by the Essex-
Middle River Bicentennial Committee for use by the community
as a part of Rocky Point Park.

il1. FORM PREPARED BY, continued

Peter C. Powell, AIA

Mark Beck Associates, Inc.
762 Fairmount Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

Pamela James, Research Assistant
Maryland Historical Trust

2525 Riva Road

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

4Henry Adams, The United States in 1800, Cornell Paperbacks,
(Ithaca, New Yorke Cornell University Press, 1955 (crig. 1889),
p. 23.
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[3.MAuNamsLmGRAPMCALREFERENCEs

Chancery Records (Baltimore County).
Annapolis, Maryland.

Land Records, Baltimore County.

Probate Records, Baltimore County.

Hall of Records,

Hall of Records.
Hall of Records.

1

[ 16. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -

l LATITUNE ANDC LONGIT'IDE mOORDCINATES

DEFINING The LeEnTEIR POINLL CF A Z<OPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

LATITUCDE AND LONGITUCTE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO®PEFRTY 0

—d

CORNER LATITUCE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ’ . ° ’ » o ’ . ° ' "
NE ) . - o ’ »
SE [ , " ° , »
SwW ° B . o ’ - |
APPROXIMATE ACREA ! PERTY: =
CREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 acres
{LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
e

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Edward Seidel, Chariman (See continuation sheet No. 2)

ORGANIZATICN ‘ DATE

Baltirore Countv Bicentennial Committee through August 1974

STREET ANS NUMBER: the Essex Bicentennial

211 Courtland Street

CITY OR TOwWN: STATE CODE

Towson Moyl and 24 |
f12.7STATE LIAISON OFFiCER CERTIFICATION NATICNAL REGISTER VERIFICATION )

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the Natioral Park Service. The recommenaced
level of significance of this nomination is:
Local

National [} O

O

State

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Notional Register.

Director, Olfice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
Name
: ATTEST:
Orlando Ridout IV
Title State Historic Preservation
===
Officer Keeper of The National Register

Date Date j

5 U.S. GOVIFNMENT PRINIING OFFICE @ 15737094137 1340 2«
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INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

B. PHOTO REFERENCE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ELONHY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) BN R DEARE
R e e e
common:  Ballestone Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC: (Cadar Poind Mansicn
STREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: cone |[COUNTY: CODE
Maryland Baltimore County

=nwoto crepiT: Robert Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: July |7, 974

MEGATIVE FILED AT: R;)bert Dugenr

[4. IDENTIFICATION

442 Mergaret Avenue—Essex

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

Looking due West showing East facade.

BA- 22
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

STATE

COUNTY

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ANl RATE
[V NAME: s D s i
comvon: Ballestone Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC: (Codnye Paint Maonsion
[. LOCATION : TR e
STREET AND NUMBER: -
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE
Maryland : Baltimore County

B. PHO7TO REFERENCE

PHoTo creoi s Robart Dugent

OCATE OF PHOTO: JUIV I?. 1974

MNECATIVE FILED AT: Rcbert Dugenf

_ 442 Margaret—Avenve—Essex
A IDENTIFICATION - G T addengy

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking from graveyard.

Looking due North showing South facade and surrounding grounds.

e e e et T
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM - FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) EN ISy HOMBER AT
PEENAME e s v v ke,
jcommon:  Bgl sion
AND/OR HISTORIC: Cedar Point Maonsion.
[2. LOCATION OV L e R
[sTREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: copE |cOuNTY: CODE
Maryland : Baltimore County
B/ PHOTO REFERENCE o o o~ oo o i ' '

mrnoTo crz=oiT: Robert Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: JUIY l7, 974

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rohart Dugenr

1.

442 Mergoret-Avenve—Essex

IDENTIFICATION

—~

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking due East showing West facade.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES CouNTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY ’
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) Ledtdit ol e SALs
[ NAME: il ShTele HERSERIR T 00 -
comvon:  Bgllestona Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC:  Cadar Point Mansion
[ LOCATION &1 oiince, i BT
STREET AND NUMBER: .
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: copE |COUNTY: CODE
Maryland Baltimore County

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

aHoTo crepiT: Robert

Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: Juiy

17, 1974

NEGATIVE FILED AT Reberr Dugenf

[4. IDENTIFICATION

4 4?. Ma rgqpe#-Aueme—_—Esseﬂ

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

Looking Southeast showing West facade







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTy
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SNERNIN MDD SATHR
PENANE- e T :
COMMON: S;OT‘I
AND/OR HISTORIC: Cef"ﬂ" po""ni_ Aﬁﬂf}t;hh
A DCATION s aldr i st S E
STREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: CODE. JCOUNTY: CODE
Maryland Baltimore County

B.. PHOTO REFERENCE "5 , i % &

mHoTo creolT: Roberf D‘-L ent

DATE OF PHOTO! JUIY |7, 974
MEGATIVE FILED AT: Rgbert DUQEI‘I"

. . 442 Margaret-Avenuve—Essex
A TIDERTIEICATION ot e o e

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior showing original mantel.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REG!STER OF HISTORIC PLACES FRH
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclese with photograph) ENTHYE HiMeER DALY
|L NAREZ gy Sn il i U0 il
comvon:  Ballestone Mansion
AMD’OR HISTORIC: (‘E :!Cll E:-”:t M"p"mn
[ OCATION G0 kL s b, b i e e
STREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Maryland Baltimore County

B. PHOTO REFERENCE

IPHOTO CREDIT: Robeeri‘ DUQE}M’

ODATE OF PHADTO: JU y 17, |9?4

[4. IDENTIFICATION

MEGATIVE FILED AT: Robert Dugent

442 Margarst-Avenve—Essex

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

Interior showing added brick work in attic for addition and raised roof
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

DMl

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ERIRY N ek QAL
'L NAME- T N < AR
common: Ballestone Mansion
ANDYOR MISTORIC: (Codar Point Mansion :
[2.7LocaTion ; o e ol
[sSTREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWMN:
Essex
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Maryland : Baltimore County

B. PHOTO REFERENCE -

=rnoTo crEoIT: Rohert DUQBN!’

DATE OF PHOTO: J_UIV |7. ]974

INEGATIVE FILED AT: Rbberr Dugen!.

[4. IDENTIFICATION

442 Marsaret Avenye—Esser

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Tombstone of Jane Stansbury; one of seven tombstones to be

restored.












