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L1 NAME iy Wk P
C OMMON: |

Montpelier

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Snowden~Long House,

New Birmingh:n

[2._LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Maryland Route 197, on Montpel:i.er Drive

I

CITY OR TOWN:

Laurel l
STATE cooE |CouNTy: core |
Maryland Prince George's {
— !
[3cLAsSSIFICATION . |
CATEGORY | ACCESSIBLL |
STATUS '

(Chock One) DRNERSHIP & | TO THE PUBLIC [
[T] District B0 Building |Xl Public Public Acquisition: [ X Oceupied Yes: |

[ Site ] Structure L] Private [C1 In Process = Unaccupied x Resticred

(I Object ] Both [7] Being Considered [l Prosarvation work| & Unresticred
117 Ne

In progress

More ns Appropriate)

PRFSE,N T USE (Check One or

) E Agricultural Xi Government X Park 7 Transportatian l.om;m.'!\'
] Commercigl| [} Industrial _[] Private Resic mee [ ! Other (Specisg o NN X = !
x Educational 1 Military ] Religious N 4 = s
] Entertainment [ Museum “ [ Scientific ) - "
'd. OWNER OF PROPERTY - TR i
SR ToinT ownership -- see continuation sheet ) I o
The ryland-National Capital Park & Plannxng__gmm1ss1og &
STREET AND NUMBER ‘ |-,
8787 Georgia Avenue )
CiTY OR TOWN: === STATE e I ae = f}f
| Silver Spring - | Marylang 19 &
(5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION o
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, E18] e —— T
GIkd
Prince George's County Courthouse o
STREET AND NUMBER: - - — —°3 J:: .
14732 Main Street mo
CITY OR TOWN: s R T = ’ T ,rll.p
(4]
Upper Marlboro Maryland [ 19 |

[6, REPRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Hiatorlc Amerlcan Buildings Survey
LATE O sunvev__ 19(34 <l ”']_q._i'.lu-ml

r————_a..,.-___.
CLFOSITORY o SUHVLY HECOH U

tlerary of Congress

STHEET AND NuHULn

—

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

(see continuation sheet,)
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[7._BESCRIPTION
; {Check One)
[A Excellent [} Good [T] Fair [] Deteriorated [_] Ruins | | Unexposed
CONDITION |=—v—— | "o L] Deteriorsted 7] Rul — ==

i (Check Onw) (Check Onw)
Y
‘. [C] Altered 2 Unaltered [7] Moved |2{ Criginal Site
';'i ! DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (if known) r;;d.wr',l_éAL_A:;LARANE;.' ] h -

Py llontpelier is located approximately ten miles south of
the city of Laurel, Maryland, on the west side of Marylana

e Route 197 about four miles north of its interchange with ihe
-Ll Baltimore-Washington Parkway .

0 5 : v

. The exact date of construction 1s unknown, but it is
A known that the land was held intact until 1790’

&- Montpelief is a Maryland five-part Georgian country

p oo house consisting of a large main block (two stories plus

attic), hyphens and two rectangular wings (added c. 1770
each with a three-sided bay on the garden (east) gable-end,
The central block is comprised of five bays on the west, the
three center bays of which are part of a slightly projecting
pavilion topped by a pediment with a large bulls-eye window
in-the center. This pediment gable projects from =an otrher~
wise hipped roof of steep pitch with a trace of bell-cast in
its slope. Two tall chimney stacks rise from hal fway up the
side hips of the slate roof. The brick work is Flemish bond
except for an all-header belt course; there is g two-brick,
molded water table above the high base, The Joints have a
quarter-inch wide mortar Joint, also used on the Hamrond—
Harwood House, Annapolis, Maryland, All the windows Lave
splayed brick lintels of gauged brick, The entrance doorways
on the front (southeast) and rear -(northwest) are almoct |
identical having fluted pilasters, metope, and are topped '
with an open pediment, The east doorway has a fanlight with ]
Chinese-Gothic tracery; there are shaped stone steps, A ;
modillion and dentil cornice adorn the main block, Each of
the hyphens (one—and-a-halfhstory) has two smaller windowe |
and a doorway; the wings have one dormer on the east side, ,
|
|
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NIOUEL D N Y

S

A caretaker's house (twentieth century) has been added on

to the west, but follows the Scale and style of the west side
of the wings. The interior is decorated with mid-Georgian
carvings, with fluted pilasters, dentil cornices, molded

chair rails, and fireplace mantels in the manner of Abraham .
Swan,” The west drawing room is fully panelled and includes |
a secret panel leading to a staircase alongside the chimney, '

Montpelier is one of the Georgian houses in the Palladian
country-~house-tradition in America. Although added (provably
by William Buckland) about 1770, the wings may have lien 11— |
tended originally to make Lhe house a4 Five—part Maryl:aud ‘
house equivalent to the Roman country-house type after the [
manner of Robert Morris' Rural Architecture (1750). Aside ]
from the overall horizontaT arrangement, the central block i
illustrates the Georgian passion for symmetry and proportion |
and demonstrates the artistic dependence of this style on
English prototypes, and ultimately, on the Renaissance,
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[see continuation sheet ]
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Montpelier

#7. DESCRIPTION continued

Tradition alleges that the slips came from VWales ( the

native home of the first Richard Snowden), were replanted

at Birmingham, Anne Arundel County, the Maryland homz of

the same Snowden, and subsequently replanted at liontpelier,
the home of Snowden's grandson. Another tradition purports
that the slips may have come from the home of Ann Ridgely,

the wife of lajor Thomas Snowden (1751-1803). Some creience
is given the story that George Washington took some slips

of boxwood from Nontpelier and used them in his own gardens |
at Iount Vernon.

At the end of the boxwood allée stands = rare extant
hexagonal eighteenth-century summerhouse which is similea-
to the garden house at the Redwood Library in Newporti,
Rhode TIsland (illustrated in Carl Bridenbaugh, Peter
Harrison, 1949), and to the swmerhouse at ihe Usher-Noyall

alace, lMedford, Massachusetts (destroyed, but illustrated ]
in John Mead Howells, Lost Examples of Colonial Architecture,
1931, Plate 169), possibly by Samuel NoIntiTe.  Toy
eighteenth-century garden siructures remain, which is un-
fortunate in that new expressions of taste often appear

first in the garden. The gimilarity of this swmierhouco

to the dome of the Annapolis State House is striking and
suggests an oriental-Chinesc source, popularized at 1he

time by English books such as William Halfpenny's New
Designs for Chinese Temples, Triumphal Arches. Gordens,
Seats, and Failings (1752) ana by the Turniture moier Thomie
Chippendale (¢, 1750). *Chinese" structures in Eorops such
as Sir William Chambers' Pagoda at Kew Gardens and tho
Pagodenberg at Sans Souci made Chinese gazelLos fasionable,

o

Prior to the plastering of the gardewn ga8ebo a numb

of years ago, the walls were covered with writing;, poetry,
and the names of beople who had visited Lhere forr u smnu

of over z hundred ycars.,

Fach side of the gazebho has an archod window vl
Gothic (or Chinesc Chippendale) sush; the uoorway hag o
similar form, enhanced by a keyslone in the arch. There
a small dentil cornice below the lower roof and a turned
finial on the top of the upper roof, The horizontlal siding
is applied in shiplap method.
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#4. OWNER OF PROPERTY continued

(joint ownership)

Breckenridge Long Willcox (lirs. Arnold Willcox)
3804 Bradely Avenue
Chevy Chase, Maryland code: 19

#6. REPRESENTATION IN EXTSTING SURVEYS continued

NMaryland Register of historic sites and landmarks
1969
Maryland Historical Trust

P. 0. Box 1704
Annapolis, lMaryland code: 19

#7. DESCRIPTION continued

Hontpelier illustrates the then height of fashion in
the projecting pavilion with pediment (immediate predeces—
sor of the full-height portico), the doorway with gothic
fanlight tracery (a very early instance of an arched door-
way in America), the five-part plan, and in the gardens,
especially the gazebo, Hugh Morrison calls Hontpelier,
along with Tulip Hill and Whitehall, among the finest and
most interesting mansions of the mid-eighteenth century,

The house is set within a formal Georgian garden con—
taiming boxwood, box trees, and a garden gazebo; a plan of
the gardens, as well as of the house itself, are found in
Great Georgian Houses of America,

The garden, directly in front of the house, is com-
posed of three terraces., The formal plan for the boxwond
Planting is laid out in the form of a eross. The Lrmir of
the cross was once a walkway from the front door down Lo
the lowest terrace, The boxwood magze beyond the south wiry
is believed to be over two-hundred years oids « The bo xvinod ,
in some cases, is over nine feet high,

No one is certain of the origin of the boxwood,

T ——— T Pt e ————— T —




-
9
1
-
~

D Sk

‘

P

AN ST
.,

PG 62-¢
MHT PG-4 & ga
" BT STGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More aus Appropriate)
] Pre-Columbian | : 7] 16th Century X| 18th Century Ll 20th Cenrury
[] 15th Century [J 17th Century ] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) Ce 174 aar 783
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriute)
Abor iginal [[] Educotion [ ] Political [ Urbaen Planning
] Prehistoric [] Engineering ["1 Religion’Phi- L} Other (Specity)
[C] Historic [] Industry losophy
[ Agriculture [] Invention [] Science
PN Architecture X] Londscopa [7] Sculpture .. ==
[ Are Architecture [ ] Secial/Human- =
[(] Commerce L[] Literature itarian — ey
[[1 Communications [ Militory [] Theater
[C] Censervotion [[] Music || Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

General George Washington, his wife Martha Washington,
their nephew Robert Lewis, and Abigail Adams, wife of John
Adams the second President, and the mother of John Quincy
Adams the sixth President, were among the visitors to
Ilontpelier,

George VWashington, traveling from Nt. Vernon to the
Constitutional Convention, spent the night of Nay 9, 1737
at the mansion. The President remembered in his dinry
"...feeling very severely a violent headache and & sicl:
stomach, I went to bed early." However, Washington's in-
pression of lMontpelier was favorable for he stopved there
again on September 21, 1787, on his return from the i1l
delphia Convention to Virginia,

On May 18, 1789, Martha Washington, accompanied by Ler
nephiew Robert Lewis, stayed at Nontpelier while en roulc to
the Innauguration of President Washington in New Yorik City.

Thomas Snowden (1722-1770) built the central block of
the house, Probably after 1740. He had inherited the 10,00
acre, seventeenth-century landholding from his father s oh
Snowden, the ¢, 1670 owner of the Patuxent Ironworls.
Richard Snowden had, in turn, inherited the sane lora-

g Welshman who immigrated to the colonies before 1669, ‘e
restoration of Charles the Second in 1666 may have influenc
his decision to enigrate,

Major Snowden (1751—1803), who served MNaryland durings
the American Revolution, married Ann Ridgley of Anne Arunce)
County. Their wedding wiast so elaborate 11l L jor
was refused entry into the Onaker meebing . The Mg end:
allowed him to return only afler he had liberated on
of his slaves.,

GO

son Nicholas Snowden (1786-1831) although in his will the

[see continuation sheet |

1 |

holdings from his Quaker, Roundhead, father Richird sSrovidern,

C=himd red

After lMajor Snowden died in 1803, Montpelier went to his
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lMontpelier

{ %, #8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

lMajor did not refer to Montpelier by name. The next owner
was Julianna laria Snowden, a daughter of Nicholas Snowden,
who married a Baltimore doctor, Theodore Jenkins, in 1835,
After the death of her husband in 1866, lrs, Jenkins managed
the property and upon her death willed NMontpelier to her
unmarried daughters,

From the 1890's Montpelier passed through a succession
of owners including Miss Eleanor Fitzgibbon who, in 1918,
made alterations to the decorative interior woodwork. From
1928 to 1958 The Honorable Breckinridge Long, Assistant
Secretary of State under Presidents Woodrow Wilson and
Franklin D, Roosevelt, lived at lMontpelier.

The twentieth~century additions of a kitchen and ser-
vant's quarters, extended from the south wing, and a seve:-

»

stall garage were built by His Bxcellency, the Linister
from Belgium, Mr. Emmanuel Havenith.

#9. REFERENCES continued

Recorders: (cont.): Nancy 4. Miller, Maryland Historicnl
Trust, P, 0. Box 1704, Annapolis, Iid. ,
October 1969

Bowie, Effie Gwynn, Across the Years in Prince Georse's
County..., Richmond: Garrett and liassie, 1947

Rinn, David F,, "A Survey of Existing Seventeenth and Eigh-
teenth Century Buildings in Prince George's County,
Naryland," (dissertation Catholic University,
Washington, D, C.) Jdan. 1968

Powell, Henry Fletcher, Tercentenary History of Maryland,.,.,
4 vols., Chicago and Baltimore: D.d« Clarke, 1975

Morrison, Hugh, Early American Architecture From the it
Colonial SeTtilemenis Lo Tho National Period, Wew Vorl. s
Oxford University Press, 19525 pp 184, 305

Beirne, Rosamond Randall, and John Henry seurff, William

Buckland 1734-1774 Architect of Virginia and [fayland,
Baltimore: liaryland Historical Society, 19503
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#9 REFERENCES continued

(Number all entrlies)

hMontpelier

Buswell, David H, (for the Prince George's County Historical _
Society), "A Brief History of 'Montpelier, '™ (typescript),
Maryland-llational Capital Park & Planning Commission
(no date), on file at Maryland Historioal Trust

National Lumber Manufacturers Association, White Pine lono-
graph Series, Vol., XVI, No. i f

Forman, Henry Chandlee, Marylanad Architecture, Cambridge, |
llaryland: TidewateT Publishers, 1468

Davis, Deering, Annapolis Houses 1700=1775, no place: Archi-
tectural Eook Publishing Conipany, 1947

Y

Interview by llichael Bourne with dames C. Wilfong, Jdr.,
President (1969-70), Prince George's County Fistorieal
Society

American Institute of Architects, Great Georsian liouses

2 vols,, New York: Kalkhoff Pregs, 1933 1?3¢hh¥": ‘
Baum, Dwight James, et al, Editorial Committee, Architecti ]
Emergency CommT?tee, Great Georgian Houses in America,
2 vols., New York: KalkhoiT Press, 1933, Voi, I,
pp 161-168

Bridenbaugh, Carl, Peter Harrison, University of North
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, N, C., 1949

Howells, John lead, Lost Examples of Colonial Architecture,
Dover, 1931, iIlus, piate #169

"“The Adams Papers: Part I1I, Servants of Young Republic,"
Life, May 25, 1962 (copyright)

Fitzpatrick, J. C. (ed.), The Diaries of George Washington,
4 vols., Boston: Houghton Mitflin, 1925

Works Progress Administration, llaryland, A Guide to the 0ld
State, American Guide veries, New York: Oxtford Press),

Lewis, Robert, "A Journey From Fredricksburg, Virginia to
New York," Maryland Historical liagazine, (June 1958),
pp 180-185

Halfpenny, William, New Designs for Chinese Temples, Triumphal
Arches, Gardens, Seats and Palings, 1750, Library of
Congress, Wash,, D, C.y call number NA 845012
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f-9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Recorders: John S, Hewins, Government Relations Coordinator, AP LA i
The Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning
Commission, 8787 Georgia Ave,, Silver Spring,

Maryland 20907; October 22, 1969 , f
liichael Bourne, Maryland Historical Trust, P.0. | ;
Box 1704, Annapolis, Md. i
William Morgan, lMaryland Historical Trust, P.O. ;
Box 1704, Annapolis, lMd., June 3, 1969 [
_ : SR W S v e [80 continuation. cheei) e i
[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA O i ] :
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES i LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINA TE 5
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE Propenrty |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF & PROPERTY l
R OF LESS THAN TFnN ACRES =
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE ___LoNGITubE | !
IDegrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes  Soconds !
nw | 392 3:49 - [6a 50. Hb. 0 : : o - : |
NE [ 39° 4:08 - | T6e 50. 20- 1
SE- |/ 39° 3r 57 . 6> 50+ 50- '
sw 139 3.27 .| 76, 50. 50. B . :
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 110 acres ¥ . = ST A f
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPEHTIES_OVERLJ:F'P_ING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES __.I )
STATE: - CODL—'-—TEI.!..INTY : COOE 'l L
—
STATE: C(-B_I'JE COUNTY: B a C-}'ITI
STATE: CODE COUNTY: _C—E)_I'"‘l =
B v
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: | cock :i -
e § S "
[11. FORM PREPARED BY i - [ <
NAME AND TITLE: . |
lirs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the lMaryland Register &,
JRGAMNIZATION DATE 1 -_
Maryland Historical Trust Jan. 15, 1970 —
STREET AND NUMBER: ST AT MR e e e e | o
P. 0. Box 1704 . _ S s
CITY OR TOWN: B ;T:;_l:; [ CobL o
| Annapolis Maryland 19

i"t’- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA] ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

— 4.0

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

) ; by certi is property 18 included in the
tronal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law L hereby certify that this property is included in 1

89-665), 1 h;rcby nomtnate this property for inclusion Nutional Register.
in the National Register and certify thut it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Purk Service. The recommended - —.
; . : Chiet, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nonunation is:

National |3 State. (O] . Local [

Leantes

b e Qlannd frite [ |

L ' Orlando Ridout TV ATTEST: |
3 Title Stateﬁé{g;son Officer d ‘

“for Maryland —
;§ s JAN 16 1870 e

—
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. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RYATE :
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland o,
COUNTY .""'
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HlISTORIC PLACES . Prince George's | 55|
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM | FUR "ps_L:_F_ ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) | ERTRNOEME R T'_“_' vk g Hi
I
Z [T NAME - — RS
o COMMON: Montpelier 3 ¢
— ANp/or misTomic:  Snowden—long House, New Birmingham S
— [2. LOCATION : _OEE
U TREET AND NUMBER: T - B
lMaryland Route 197
: CITY OR TOWH: o SED M - i
x Laurel |
[ o STATE: ek CODE [COUNTY: - _-_T“
o Maryland 19 Prince George's 033
= B. PHOTO REFERENCE ) 1l
— prioto creott: Md.~Natl, Capital Pk, & Plan. Comm,, Dept, 0‘ r‘uulig 1
DATE OF PHOTO:  unknown __/ Rel ations
w MNEGATIVE FILED AT: unknown
w
3. IDENTIFICATION J
¢ DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,
& West Facade of Mansion
f
' .
1~ [temporary photo -~ will be replaced as soon as possible |
TN e Ay T &*
- :
A
i 7 ‘No negative on file at MHT
o -
L DS tH 1/10/70 - ld,-Natl. Capital Park
; e _ & Planning Commisaion
& LR - : requested -Lo send photos
i : and negatlves
l -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR HEATE !

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ihﬁ'l"}land | 3
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES CRUNT) G

Prince George's;

FOR NPS USE ONLY iy
ENTRY NUMBEHR | [:,&'-_*1 [
B T |

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

I.- NAME ; II
COMMON : lont pelier T
e

AND/OR misToRIc, Snowden—Long House, New Birminghonm
[2._LocaTioN :

TREET AND NUMBER:
Maryland Route 197

CITY OR TOWN
Laurel
STATE: _ ' I CODE |COUNTY: i L__‘—‘_-‘

llaryland [ 1G9 | Prince George's '
[. PHOTO REFERENCE .

provo creort: Nd,=Natl, Capital Pk, & Plan, Comm,. Dept. of Pubnlic.
DATE OF PHOTO: EU{HOWTI i / }feJ;_1‘g ‘i_f._J_!’lF‘ |

NEGATIVE FILED AT: unknown _-rf

|4. IDENTIFICATION BT

ODESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

North Facade of Summerhouse

[temporary photo —- will be replaced as soon as possible]

———— —— - - — e ——— ——

i)
b 1

bR e R A . No negative on file at MHT
o D7 R EEAT E bl LR E ~ Md.-Natl. Capital Park
T o S Y e ' and Planning Commission

- . requested to send photos
. ~ ..+ .. and negatives

b

ol




Rl iy g ik

R W A - S e A e

“iagis &5, * e WG
e T B

B STt

ey

i LR
e ey

..i h =
W3 ;

e

AR B

S
U -

e R PEbat~—

BN e g g 13 AT

ALyt T N
e = it Ay AT
gt o0 MRS NG
PO A MRS a3 () P SERS L

L
-

Dk AN
PR R

Sl |




INSTRUCTIONS

SSEE

P 62-(  mHT P4 & 44

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE -

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Karyland |

P ]

N ISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES g s |

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLA Princs Georzats |

PROPERTY MAP FORM [ forwesuseony |

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER JI_’-“ 1 ".-j;

|}« NAME o _______' ) __{
COMMON: Montpe] ier

AMD/OR HISTORIC:

Snowden-ILong House,

New Birmingham

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BF R:

Maryland Route 197

CITY OR TOWMN:

Laurel |
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CoDt __Jl
Maryland 19 Prince George's 03]

[3. MAP REFERENCE

source: [aurel Quadrangle, Maryland, T
7.5 minute series (topographic);

1943; 1965 revised

13900-WT7645/7.5; U.S.G.s.'—'_1

ISCALE: 1 :24,000
DATE: 1943; 1965 revised
[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

e ]
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MONTPELIER
PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY

Monograph Series, White Pine

published by National Lumber Mfrs Assoc. DC
Original in AlA library DC

AA Yubliec Library Annapolis

Yol XVI #l
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