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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Avondale stands on a low rise of ground on the south side of
U.S. Route 31, about 2 1/2 miles west of Westminster, Maryland.

It is a Georgian style two and one-half story brick house,
measuring approximately 45 feet long by 18 1/2 feet deep. A two story
brick north-west wing measures approximately 49 feet long by 13 feet
deep.

The formally arranged, Flemish bond principal facade faces
southwest and has five symmetrically placed bays at the first floor
level. The entrance doorway is located on a centered, two story
pedimented pavillion that only slightly projects beyond the wall
plane. This entrance consists of a double door and narrow flanking
sidelights beneath an unusually pronounced arched fanlight. The
four flanking windows of nine over nine pane sash have simple beaded
surrounds and flat arches of splayed stretcher brick. On the second
floor level is a Palladian window centered on the pavillion directly
over the entrance door. Its four flanking windows are smaller than
those below and have sash of six over six lights each. Extending
across the facade between the outside ends of the sills of the two
second floor end windows is a two course brick band. Within the
pediment of the pavillion is a small lunette window. A single flush
chimney stands at each end of the gable roof and there is a three
part, dz2ntiled wood cornice across the front and rear elevations.
Although there are cornice returns on the front pediment there are
none on the ends of the house. On the rear elevation of the exposed
wall of the main block is two bays wide. A centered, first floor,
unornamented door opens into the main hall. Extending across this
elevation, between the wing and the southeast corner of the main
block and flush with the second floor window sills, is a projecting
two course brick band.

The northeast wing was initially a detached or semi-detached
two story brick structure, three bays wide on its southeast side and
one bay wide on the northwest side, which housed the summer kitchen
in its single ground floor room. It has been suggested that this
earliest part of the wing pre-dates the main block but similarities
in structural and decorative detail indicate that the two were built
at or about the same time. In about the mid nineteenth century the
area between the main block and kitchen was closed by the addition
of a two story, two bay extension of the kitchen. At about this
same time a one-story, full width farm porch was built on the wings
southeast elevation.

Although the plan of the principal facade would seem to suggest
otherwise, the interior of Avondale is one of fairly simple design,
more Federal in detail than Georgian. Its most outstanding feature is
that of the main stair, rising in four flights to the attic and
decorated with delicately turned balusters, a molded rail and

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 1)
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scrolled stepends. In combination with the fanlighted entrance the stai
hall presents a very handsome appearance. 1In the two rooms flanking the
hall (see plan) are simple mantles with molded cornice shelves (in

the northwest room a paneled closet stands adjacent to the projecting
chimney), wide two piece surrounds on the windows and doors, and
paneled wainscoting beneath molded chairrails. The two rooms and hall
of the second floor are similarly treated. Beneath the house is a

full, dirt floored cellar.

In the wing there are two rooms, both with large fireplace openings
A steep winding stair is enclosed within the recessed area adjacent to
the projecting chimney of the southwest room and the fireplace opening
in the original kitchen is fitted with cranes and an iron doored oven.
A large iron fireback originally standing this opening was removed
several years ago, but remains on the property.

Avondale has, from years of neglect, suffered extensive damage
from deterioration. The graceful and noteworthy entrance door has
lost 90 percent of its fan and side lights and the floor of the south-
ecast first floor room of the main block has collapsed into the cellar.
The remainder of the house appears physically sound but is in great
need of general repairs before it, too, is lost.

Near the house is a pyramid roofed smokehouse and a frame wash-
house, both in good repair. There are no vestiges of former gardens or
other outbuildings remaining except a large nineteenth century barn
near the entrance to the property. Ore pits remaining from the iron
furnaces of Legh Masters are, however, evident at a distance not far
from the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Avondale is unique in Carrxoll County, being the only recorded
example of an eighteenth century house with a formal facade that is
based on elements of Georgian architecture. Although it displays
Federal influences and could be perhaps considered a transitional
building, the arrangement of the facade establishes it as an impor-
tant landmark significant to the study of regional architectural
development.

The building of Ayondale is attributed to Legh Masters (d. 1796)
who came to what is now Carroll County from New Hall, Lancashire,
England, in the early eighteenth century. He owned several thousand
acres, including the Avondale tract. Masters began the operation
of an iron foundry near Avondale circa 1765, making this one of
the oldest furnaces in Maryland. The furnace only operated for one or
two blasts as the ore proved "unproductive and indifferent". Masters'
interest in the area as a residence contradicts his mineral venture
for no one would describe his monumental brick house as "indifferent".
(Two other attempts at iron production were initiated at the end of
the eighteenth century and before the Civil War. Neither was success-
ful. : :

Although there are numerous local stories involving Avondale,
most of these are of supernatural nature. No events of a significant
historical nature are known to have occurred, except the operation of
the furnace. Avondale is presently owned by the B. F. Shriver
Company of Carroll County and the house tenanted. There is a distinct
possibility that the property may soon be sold and a great deal of
public concern has been voiced concerning its preservation.



ﬂMA] OR BIBLIOGP * PHI CAL REFERENCES (

Bullock, Orin, AIA A.chitect, Observations of A..ndale, April, 1968,

contalned in letter of Richard N. Jackson, Jr., AIA, dated May 3, 1968
Grave Marker of Legh Master, Ascension Church, Westminster, Maryland.
Sharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland, Philadelphia; Louis H.

Everts, 1882, Vol. II, pp. 925-926.

USGS Map, N3930-W7700/7.5, New Windsor, Maryland, 1971.
[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

UTM REFERENCES

Al ] U Lo e b el B||||||]14_J[111111_J

ZONE EASﬂNG NORTMNG ZONE EASTING NORTHING
ci o U I . DllllllllllllllllJJ
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCmPﬂON
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
J. Richard Rivoire, Architectural Historian (cas)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryvland Historical Trust January, 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN . . STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

EEISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ____ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE

FOR NPS USE ONLY .
1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PRO PERTY }S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: , : ’ . DATE

K:EPER OF THE NATSONAL REGISTER

GPO 888-445%




7 .
/ A {1E

P
il ] 7
: "y
3 X W .
& '
h 1
S : o VAN .
; g 77 I >
- /4 - it 4y
. & N f7 25==7 N
N\ /7 Y 7 ' :
\ A’\_/// vL // “ .
I 77
EENNAENN r\/ 7 yd



caziz HE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ol 5\»\?:-?—“ B pATE:
2~ (Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ?\E\D
&?\ COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM TS
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
AND/OR HISTORIC:
[
STREET AND NUMBER: II(‘-W .“simor ﬁﬂad
CITY OR TOWN: e .
westminster
STATE .
Maryland Eonw |FPHETY: T garioll EooK
[3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
v
(Check One) PIRLERORIE it TO THE PUBLIC
b
Distriet [[] Building §] Public ] | Public Acquisition: Occupied K| Yes:
= Site [C] Structure [] | Private £ In Process [0 [Uneccupied O Restricted []
— Object [ Both | Being Considered I | Pus‘crvciigﬂ work Unrestricted []
= n progress [ || No: B
g O PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)}
= Agricultural O Government O Park El Transportation 1 Comments O
o Commerelal [] Industrial [[] Private Residence = Other (specifyy [] Lenant
[, Educational () Military =l Religious 1
= Entertainment [|  Museum [[] Scientific [
% OWNER OF PROPERTY il
a OWNERS NAME:
B, F, Shriver & Co,
w STREET AND NUMBER:
V¥
vy CiITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :l'
Westminster Maryland »
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION i
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 2
Carroll County Courtliouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 8
Westminster Maryland S
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: :
PRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
ITLE OF SURVEY:
DATE OF SURVEY: ) Federal [] State [ ] County [ Local [ &
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 2|2
o
-
’,—\ z :
STREET AND NUMEER: Slm
mile
b w
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE m
0|2
bl
r-n| =<




\p St CARR-4g

(Check One)
CONDITION
4 Excellent [] Good [] Fair Deteriorated []  Ruins [J] Unexposed []
(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY :
Altered [] Unaltered ) Moved [] Original Site ¥]

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main block is of the Georgian stlye five baye in
length: large center door with fanlight and Paladian window
above flanked by two windows on either side, The original
pedimented porch has disappeared but the outline can still
be seen on the f£ront wall,

All interior mouldings and mantles are characteristic
of the Geovgian period, The first floor windows are 9/9 with
interior ghutters, cliair rails, original mantles, Cross and Bible
doors, and original hardware, The center hall contains a stair’
of rather simple design but with:bery delicate double B spandrels,
The panelling at the stair closet is of squares of varying sizes,
The closet gives access to the cellar stairs, The stair rail is
walnut with saddles and therqi.s al added hand rail on the inside
wall, The front door with fanlight has been badly damaged and
is boarded over and the living room £loor has collapsed into the
cellar so thatﬂ?gom hzs been boarded off also, The hall and
dining room are in fairly good condition although the dining
room £3oor is a Vietorian replacewment (as well as floor joists,
visable fom the cellar),

The second £loor containg two bedrooms with fireplaces
and a single E£lunking closet, There is a center hall landing
with a small room at the head of the stairs which is lighted
by the Paladian window, The room contains a closet and steep
stair-to the attie,

An addition to the rear of the house could have been
built earlier or laier but wene erected seperately as they are
not actually joined at the seam, This addition, which gives
the house an ell shape, contains the winter kitehen with large
fireplace (bricked in) and dutch oven., The wing has two rooms
and center hall down (inel, kitchen at the gable end) and two
rooms and center hall sbove, All four rooms have f£ireplaces
(the kitchen having the largest) and the stairwell is sheathed
in vertical beaded planking,

Off from the gable (kitchen) end of this wing stands a
structure of 19th century design which contains the summer kitchen,

There are numerous oubbuildings ineluding d&interesting
snoke house with pivot post still usable,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Avondale is unique in carroll County, being the only
recorded example of an eichteenth century house with a formal
facade that is based on elements of Georgilan architecture.
Although it displays Federal influences ané could be perhaps
considered a transitional building, the arrangement of the
facade establishes it as an important landmark significant
to the study of regional architectural development.

The building of Avondale is attributed to Lecgh Hasters
who canme to Carroll County £f£rom New Hall, Lancestershire,
England in the early part of the eighteenth century. The
Avondale tract was included among the several thousand acres
he came to own in the area and it was here that he developed-
the iron furnace of which traces still remain. Masters
began the operation of the foundry in about the year 1770,
thus thza Avondale furnace is one of tlie oldest in Maryland.
Following Masters death in 1796, the furnace was closed.
Shortly before the Civil War, i1 was reopened under the auspices
of the Ashland Ore Company and curing the Civil War was utilize?
for the manufacture of bombd shells. 1In 1880 the furnace was
again closed and finally abandoned altogether. !

Although there are numerous local stories involving
Avondale, most of these are of supernatural nature. No
events of a significant historical nature are known to have
occurred, except the operation of the furnace. Avondale
is presently owned by the B.F. Shriver Company of Carroll
County and the house tenanted. There is a distinct
possibility that the property may be soon sold and a great
deal o7 public concern has been voiced concerning its
preservation.
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Avondale Farm House

7. DESCRIPTION, ccntinued

fairly simple design, more Federal in detail than Georgian.
ts most outstanding feature is that of the main stair,

rising in four flights to the attic and decorated with

delicately turned balusters, a molded rail and scrolled

stepends. In combination with the fanlighted entrance

the stair hall presents a very handsome appearance. In

the two rooms flanking the hall (see plan) are simple

mantles with molded cornice shelfs (in the northwest

room a paneled closet stands adjacent to the projecting

chimney), wide two piece sur rounds on the windows and doors,

and paneled wainscoting beneath molded chairrails. The

two rooms and hall of the second floor are similarly treated.

Beneath the house is a full, dirt floored cellar.

In the wing there are two rcoms, both with large
fireplace openings. A steep winding stair is enclosed
within the recessed area adjacenti. to the projecting
chimney of the southwest room and the fireplace opening
in the criginal kitchen is fitted with cranes and an
iron doored oven. A large iron iireback originally standing
in this opening was removed several years ago, but remains

on the property. -
Avcndale has, from years of neglect, suffered extensive
damage from deterioration. The uraceLul and notewor thy

entrance door has lost 90 percen: of its fan and side lights
and the floor of the southeast first floor room of the
main blcck has collapsed into the cellar. The remainder
of the house appears physically sound but is in great
need of general repalrs before iz, too, is lost.

Neer the house is a pyramid roofed smokehouse and
a frame washhouse, both in good repair. There are no
vestiges of former gardens or otier outbuildings remaining
except a large nlneteenth centhly barn near the entrance
to the property. Ore pits remaining from the iron furnaces
of Legh Masters are, however, evident at a distance not
far from the housec.




=k b B
" . - k e ey " . 5
LA el SEN o Y Dunkprd < AN
Lo S P U % Ch A7

R N s S

LA {f’/,’ ,‘.a . AL - o N 3y L i’
/i javoNpaLE Y N/ 0 o L
|/ 'U.8LG.S.r 7.5 minvte map '
- jis=ligw,Windsor. Quadiangle
E;::.%'IE‘:*‘-&-,.':Z&OO N G R
LRy g S ol

SN

*
——t

\/ I -
‘Radin Towar/
y, SRR / e

e B om0
am:mﬁ,r.mhf\\f‘

\..“ _ =
AR --‘ /‘\ '\\. I

i AMedford -~

A7 N/

¥ Af ity LI

sl 47 S T A
L S S e
/ g _’_-{:'::.‘l'_u:"\\':wxlm n Chapel ] ,1/-- —— “

For e Sl e o
Wt b A ")\J“J\" sk
i - AN = 3
\ 1,{ 24 / e e ‘ . --\I" )
] v w i .. . "_ .I, - '




NEW WINDSOR, MD.

' 1:24000 SCALE







MW& - A ﬁ? .
CARR-4¥

)lese 1zfsq







/g’I/ZLMM , UL [[7’ :

CARR-4©

97 'eq







dyovdile - Zzes - (T -
CARR-uE

DF11%/eq







)4’1/‘297«.;[4/((! (Ah . [&; -

CARR-HZ

.9/‘-7/8 J’Z/‘gf







AVODALE (Boore House) CARR 4D
SRR 12/6q9



















CAHR-48
Ao
Chunis (eedss

178













f:'NU J \)'\‘(’E
CARRA S
CL\.H\?} bu?.(‘.rll.‘)

q/78









¥
;

josepiui i AL

rid ok -..

- .llh_n!.lt!wtll.st









