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¥r. George B. Hartzog, Jr. ;Q»P Tk
Director %

¥etionsl Perk Service
Departrent of the Interior
Veshington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr., Fertzog:

MAYDR

As the (ovwner, owrers) of

Chestertown Historic District

located in Chestertown

(Tiame of site)

Kent County Maryland

(City)

{County) (State)

(1,we) hereby mzke forral spplication for a certificate (x) and a
bronze plague, 17" x 18" (X), designating this historic rroperty
a National Historic Iandrark. (Check one or both es desired.)

1. Fully conscicus of the high
goes with the ownership and care
national significence and worthy
(I,w%=) agree to preserve, so far
(my,ourﬂ ebility, the historical

responsibility to the XNztion that

of a property classified as having
of Netional Kisteric lendmzrk status,
as practicable end to the best of
integrity of this important part of

the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the property
only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,We) agree to permit an annual visit to the properiy by a
representative of the National Park Service, as a basis for con-
<
v

inuing Landmark status.

L, If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned gbove cannot
continue to be met, it is egreed that the National Historic Landmark
status shall cease and that until such stetus is restored by the
Secretary of the Interior, neither the Nationsl Historic landrark
certificate nor the plague will be displayed.

Cnestertown, Md. 21620
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGION, D.C.

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Maryland

strict

Chestertown Historic Di Chestertown,

Chestertown's beginning cates from 1698 when the court house for
Kent County was erected on the bank of the Chester River at the
future site of the town. In 1706 streets were laid ocut for a
town and in 1708 the small settlement, then known as New Town,
was made a Port of Entry for Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne counties
of Maryland. New Towm, however, failed to gzow and the leading
tobacco port on the Eastern Shore duriag the first half of the
18th century was OCxford, located in Talbot County on the Tred
Avon River. Foundcecd in 1683, Oxford was for some time a close
rival of Annapolis as the busiest port in the province.

Chestertovn's growth as a major poxt began in 1730, when its
cwner, Simon Wilmer, resurveyed his lana And 1nid cut the ediste

ing griciron pléen of streets and house lots. From about 1750-
1790 the town fiourished as the chief tcbacco and wheat shipping
port of Maryland's Eastern Shore. ©During this period merchants
and planters constructed fire Georgian brick town houses in the
tovm. Some 50 of these structures still stand.

********

NSHSB: 12/22/69
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CHESTERTO.N HISTORIC DISTRICIlwﬁARYLAND

Boundaries of the Historic Distirict:

The historic district is bounded on the southcast by the

Chester River, on the southuest by Carnnon Street, on the
i

northwest by Spring Street, and-on t+he northeast by haple‘

Avenue, Precise boundaries are recorcad in ink on copies

of the fo;lowing two maps: U. S. Qeological Survey Map:
Chestertovn Quadraﬁgle, Maryland, 7.5 Minuie Seriés
(Topographic), 1953, and a rore detailed Street Map entitled
"Boundaries of Chestertown Historic District, Maryland, "
Copies of both maéé are on filé'withvthe Rranch of Historical

Surveys, Division of History, Office of Archeology and

Historic Preservation, National Park Service,

K665
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Chestertown Historic District, }Maryland

Tocation: Kent Ccvavy, Chestertcwn,
Ovnership: Various, private and public. MNr.
e et et , -

Chaiirman, Historiec District Ccxxd
Mill Street, Chestertowm, larylan

Boundaries of Fisteric District (Sze ettachad
rournly bounced by the Cnester Ri
by Cznnon Strcet cn ths southnrest

on the northvest, and

History end Condition

Mzynard P. White,
ssion, 107 South
a 21520,

r2p): The area is
ver oa irhe southeast,
, by Cross Street

cnue on the northesst.

" From ebout 1750 to 1790 Chestertosn flourished as

the chief tobzcco and vwnheal shivping port of
Shore.
fine Georgisn brick town houses in the town.

M21yvland's Eastern

During this vericd perctznits end pianters consvructed

With thz excention

of Annapolis, Chestertc.n kas wmore exvant pre-Revoluticnar

buildinzs than any other Maryland conmunity.

lost of Cheztericwn's

soze 50 historic houses, hciever, have undergone consiceravle

alteration.

Chestertown's beginning dztes from 1698 wken th2 court

house Tor Keat County was ereciaed on the Ttank of the JhzsisT
In 17C5 s%reets were laid oud

gt the fuiuvre site of the town.
for & tcwn and in 1703 the sz2ll settlement,
Town, was rade a Port of Iniry for Cecil,
counties of laryland. New Town, ncwever,
leading tobacco porit on the TZitzrn Shore

River

thezn known es liew

¥ent, and CGuecen Anne
Teiled to grod and the
during the iirst hal?d

of the 18th century wes CxFford, located in Talbot County cn the
3

-Tred Avon River.
close rival of Anzacolis as the busiest more

Townlad in 1683, Oxford vas for scze time a

in the vrovince.

Chestertoun's grovth es a rajor port tegan in 1730,

vhen its cowmer, Simon Wilner, resurveyed his

lznd and laid out the

existing gridiron plen o sireets end house lots. - As the heavy
vater-borne trade with Fniladelrhia grew, wealihy rerchants and

planters began building town houses in llew Towm.

By 17({5 the town

bad emerged as the chiel tobacco and wheat shipping port of the

Faestern Srore. In 1780, whren the town cf
. of Xew Tcwn was cranged to Chastertown.
the first ipstitution of higher education in
et Chestertown by the Reverend Williawm S=ith,

PR <
raroeel vas

In 1782 %oshirzton College,

~2 4 -
20 .&3-"3&. LS NEm

l2xylend, was Tounded

Tne Tirst college
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gtructure, a large threz-story brick structure nodeled arier
Princeton's Ilassou F21l, vas corpleted in 178%.1 Tue ton's
f£irst nzuspaper beszn ypublication in 1793. Dy 1800, hrouever,
Chestertown vas in cecline as a port end vas rapidly losing its

trade to Paltinore. _ ‘ .

J

2 ¢

On Savterber 23, 1910.2 sericus fire suept the business
district of Chestertown end destroyed 20 stores and sixX houses,
The 18th century residential ared, lying betweoon 32 busines
section and th2 Checter River, heovever, escars

e torn stidl has aopicciimately 50 houses thal vere erected in
the pericd 1730-1600, but rost undervent conzsidarabhle nedification
in the 19th century. The finest of these Ceorgian and rFedzral ‘
Period houses cre concentrated along Veter Street, necar.the Chester
River. Shere are fev intrusions on this strest, but the provlem

becoues more serious as one procecds lorihwest irom the rivar <o
the business @istrict. ZAmong the structures of erchitect ral

interest ere the following buildings:

l. Ringgold-Feazrce House {(2iso ¥nown as the Abbey), 100
South Vater Street. In L1767 the rerchznt Thcras Ringgold bought
tw0 houses that had baen buili by liztheniel Falmer and Nathaniel
Hynscn, Jr. arcund 1735 and united these avellings with a revw
secticn into a Gezorgien threz-vart cczposition tio-and-cne-half

i

>4
story brick hcouse, Tre elzborate interiors of the house vere .
decorated by Villiam Bucklond, noted axrchitect of Annzpolis, in
1767-1T71. The origirzl Chipcendale-fezorglen purpeling of the
drewving room was purchased axd rezoved frcm the house by the
Paltinore Miuseun of Art in the 1920s. The house was restcred in
the 193Cs end nod serves as the residence of the rr sigent of

Vashington College.

2. "“Custca louse,™ 101 South Vater Strect. A long thr
brick buildirng with a dorcered end gabled roof, obvicusly er
in two strges, this tuiléing is said to have been built by in
Ringzolds in 162, The Tirst floor, which contnired three lerge

s
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storage roczs, served as a woerekhcuse,and the usper flcors were

utilized as tke living guerters. NMeryland colenizl rort sutherities

rented a rocx in this hcuse for use as Chestertcwyn's custca house.
3. Wider2ll; 101 JYorth Vater Strect, at Hig b

by Theo=s Soytke, rerchznit, ebout 1770, this is a lerge two-and-
one-belf story btrick Czorgizn hcuse with a& hiprad and dorrered
roof end elzbeorate intericrs. The exterior, noigver, has deen
eltered: & rarserd rcof vas 2dded in the 19th century end the

-existing hip roof is a reccnstruction; the present large two-story

porch with tall Tonic colu=ns wvas added across the rear (river)
elevetion in 1910,

81Washinston College's origin=1 building was destroyed by fire
in 13827.
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. River Youse, 107 liortn Vater Strect. Duilt in 1737-13
by villicn Timbrill, & Torbzdcs rovehant, vith elaborate terd
dating froa sxround 1762, +his is e large three-story brick Cueen
Anne style house. Tre exterior, hosever, has bzen eliered oy the -

- paaition (c.1825) of a Greek fevivel porch oa tha sbreed elevation

end the construction of o new wing, which also involved the

denolition of ike origira) gallericd porch, on the rear (rivcr)

elevation in 1912, The fine Chipeondale-Coorglun ronelirg of

the third Tloor master badixresa ¥is purehizsed end rzzoved froa the

pouse by tho Hzngy Trancis Turont Vintzrihus luscun In 1025.
v

5. letcer House, 110 erth Wal
built 3n 1730. .
6. Terrins House, 115 orth Vater street. A brick hcuse

ting frem around 1726.

7. P=zcchus House, 201 Yorih Vater Street. A brick hcuse
erected ercund 1730. : .

8. Ilicholson-D2ringer Fouse, lorth (uesn Street. A i
brick Federol FPericd towa house tuilt in 1788 by Caplzin John
Yicholson of thz U.S. Lizvy.

9. mrmanuel Protestant Episcopal Church, High end Cres
Strests. - A brick church, greatly altered, built in 1768, Toe
structure is treated sndividuzlly and in detzil elscihere in this
report. _ . L '
10, Palrer House, 532 Vest Xigh Street. A onz-and-a-h=2lf
story stcze house. . : SRR

11, VWhnite Swen Yavern, 231-235 Fast High Sireet., A tio-and-
one-half story brick-building erected around 1750 end onc2 used
as & tavern.

12, williem Farroll Fouss, 1€3-110 Fast HEigh
{hree-story brick hcuse spid to na=ve been crec
¥illian Farroll V.

13. VWichos heuse, 100 Past Hign Strest. A ithree-story brick
tevern dbuilt by Sexmel Bech ior to 1T775.

-

er Sireet., A Drick dwelling
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