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DESCRIPTION (continued)

(This revised description is submitted to reflect recent renovations
carried out at Rich Hill).

Although greatly altered when acquired by Cox in the early 19th
century, Rich Hill possesses many unique architectural features
that establish it as one of the most significant surviving examples
of regional architecture.

Rich Hill was probably built within the second quarter of the

18th century. Like Marshall Hall (National Register, Charles County)
it is a true lk-story building, although from the exterior both appear
to be full two-stories. 1Its existing gable roof replaced the original
hip-on-gable roof, The five second level rooms still retain their
original doors, hardware and surrounds, and have ceilings sloped on

~all four sides, the latter unique in Southern Maryland. The first

loor plan consisted of four rooms and a short rear stair hall. 1In

the early 1l9th century this plan was altered to an end hall plan with

a large front room and two small rooms to the rear of that. Today

only the stair hall and northwest room retain their original dimensions.
No original woodwork remains on this level.

The window and door locations of the first floor front and rear
elevations were altered in the early 19th century to accommodate
changes made to the floor plan. The original entrance was centered
on the south front and was flanked by four windows. The five windows
of the second floor occupy original locations though all were sub-~
sequently enlarged. An original rear door was removed during recent
renovations but the three windows across the second level of this
elevation occupy original positions.

When the house was renovated in the early 19th century the exterior
was sheathed with random width beaded boards, replacing an earlier
riven board covering. At this same time the formerly exposed eaves,
showing chamfered joist ends, were enclosed by a boxed cornice with
molded decorations. When first built the house stood on cut stone
piers, the open areas between these, however, were later filled with
brick.

Single large exterior chimneys of a type seen at Maxwell Hall

See continuation sheet #
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(Charles County) and Loch Leven (Charles County) formerly stood

at the ends of the house. These were subsequently removed, probably
in the early l9th century. The double chimney with two~-story pent
presently standing at the west end of the house dates from this time.

A one-story frame addition on the east end, torn down during
renovations in 1975-76, was built in the early 19th century using -
materials possibly salvaged from a former kitchen or other dependency.

J. Richard Rivoire
Faulkner, Maryland
Summer 1976

'
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

'he historical significance of Rich Hill relates directly to its owner-
ship by Col. Samuel Cox and the role Cox played in the flight of John
Wilkes Booth through Charles County to Virginia following the assassina-
tion of Abraham Lincoln, April 14, 1865.

Samuel Cox, whose sympathy for the Southern cause was well known, hid
Booth and his companion-in-crime, David Herold, on his Rich Hill farm
after Booth and Herold were sent there upon being discovered in a ncar-
by swamp by a neighbor's servant. Cox then proceeded to arrange for thei
safe (and sccret) passage to Virginia. Booth and Herold remained hidden
in a pine thicket at Rich Hill until April 21, when Thomas A. Jones,
foster brother of Colonel Cox and a former Chief Signal Agent for the
Confaederacy, provided them with a small boat in which they crossed the
Potomac River to Virginia. 1In the trials that followed Booth's eventual
capture at Pope's Creek, Virginia, Cox and Jones were convicted of aid-
ing Booth in his fliyght and sentenced to brief imprisonments -- Jones
six weeks, and Cox seven.

Rich Hill is included in the "Booth Trail," defined by published tour
guides and marked by state historical markers that locate all stops
Booth made from his exit from Ford's Theatre to the barn and house of
the Garrett farm in Virginia where he was shot and killed by Union
soldiers.

Although the present exterior and first floor appearance of Rich Hill re-
flects the period of Cox's ownership, its original early or mid-eightcent
contury skelcton and contemporary second floor treatment cstablish its
architectural significance as well. The original floor plan was one
characteristic of the Charles and St. Mary's County region throughout the
eighteenth century. Marshall Hall, circa 1720; Greenwood, circa 1740;

Sandgates, circa 1750-60; and, Maxwell Hall, circa 1760-70 are anong the

— e ————

maly documented eighteenth century Tower Southern Maryland houses having
the same room configuration. However, Rich Hill and Marshall Hall are
the only known and recorded houses with this plan that were initially
built as two story dwellings. Important original elenents that survive
include the cut stone piers on which the house stands, the very handsome
doors and hardware of the second floor, and the unjque design of the
sccond floor ceilings. Thus, although cxiensively altered in the early
nineteenth century, Rich Hill provides much valuable information relative

(Sce Continuation Sheet #3)
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