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The Bloomington Viaduct, built in 1851, is located in the
Bloomington area of southeast Garrett County, just west of the
Allegany County line. It is a sandstone bridge of three full
center arches, each with a 56-foot span and a 28-foot rise.
When first built, it carried a double-track of the original
Baltimore and Ohio main line across the Potomac River to
Mineral County, West Virginia. In 1916 the viaduct was widened
to accomodate two more tracks. The addition is a Melan-type
reinforced concrete bridge of identical configuration built
against the south face of the original stone bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bloomington Viaduct was built by the Baltimore and Ohio

Railroad Company in 1851 as part of its original main line.
The construction of the B & O through southern Garrett County
was a spur to the growth of this area. Timber and coal mining
were initiated and farms and towns laid out, Bloomington being
founded in 1849. It has been said that the railroad was the
"most imfortant single agency in the development of [Garrett]
County." :

According to Carl Condit in his American Building . . . ,

the B & O pioneered in the construction of multispan masonry
railroad bridges such as the Bloomington Viaduct. The viaduct

is the only known example of this form of bridge in Garrett County,
although a single arch masonry structure spans the Casselman

River on the National Road, U.S. Route 40, to the east of
Grantsyille in the northern portion of the county (National
Register).

!
lrrhe Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Thru Garrett County,”

The Glades Star (Oakland, Maryland: The Garrett County Historical

Society), Vol. I, 33 (March 31, 1949), 329.,

niques from the First Colonial Settlements to the Present
The University of Chicago Press, 1968 r PP. 71-73. '

2Carl W. Condit, American ’Bu'ilding, Materials and Tech-
(Chicago:
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Bloomington Viaduct

The Bloomington Viaduct across the Potomac River marked the beginning
of the Baltimore and Ohio's ascent of Big Savage Mountain, the Allegheny
backbone. (The B & O Railroad Museum, Inc., Collection.)

Dilts, James D.

1993 The Great Road: The Building of the Baltimore and Ohio, The Natiod's
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