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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The LeGore Bridge carries the LeGore Bridge Road across the Monocacy
River three miles north of Woodsboro in Frederick County, Maryland.

Built in the late 19th century, it is a closed spandrel filled stone
arch bridge of five spans supported by stone piers. The deck consists
of approximately three inches of bituminous concrete. The overall
length of the structure is 248 feet with a clear roadway width of

20.7 feet between four foot high stone parapet walls. It is fifty
feet high.

The bridge is currently used as a main traffic carrier. The daily
traffic across it averages approximately 400 vehicles per day. The
load limit of the structure is 12 tons.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The LeGore Bridge is the only five-span stone arch bridge in Frederick
County. It is located strategically, being the crossing of the
Monocacy River between the New Midway, Woodsboro, LeGore Quarry area
on the south and the Thurmont, Rocky Ridge area on the north.

The construction of this bridge is the result of the vision of one
man, James William LeGore. Using limestone and workmen from the
LeGore Lime and Stone Plant, he engineered and built this very large
stone bridge in the late 19th century.

LeGore was born near New Oxford in Adams County, Pennsylvania in 1854.
His family moved in 1861 to Woodsboro, Frederick County where his
~-father, John LeGore, burned lime.

LeGore's brother, John, founded a lime quarry company circa 1860 which
LeGore took over in about 1880 after his brother's death. The business
was incorporated in 1899 as the LeGore Combination Lime Company with
James LeGore as president, Eugene Hammond, Vice President, and George
R. LeGore, Secretary and Treasurer. By 1910 the company was, to quote
the county history, "one of the largest enterprises of its kind in
Frederick County and a leader in its line in Maryland." (p. 1480).

In that year LeGore employed 100 workers and shipped the largely mag-
nesia free lime of the area to South Carolina, North Carolina,
Virginia, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania. The plant
of seventeen kilns produced 100,000 bushels of lime per month. This
agricultural lime was used by farmers for many years.

In addition to his quarries and agricultural lime business, Le Gore was
a member of J. W. LeGore and Company, dealers in. lumber, coal, wood,
plaster, cement, stone and general merchandise.

In the 1910 county history, LeGore was described as follows:

He is a self-made man in every sense of the word, beginning
life without a penny. Today he is one of the wealthy, influen-
tial, and most progressive citizens of Frederick County.
He is a practical man of business. He possesses great execu-

—- tive ability, good common sense, and is a hustler.

in the same volume, the building of the LeGore Bridge is termed a
"mammoth undertaking." It was constructed at a cost of more than

See continuation sheet #1
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, continued

$100,000 by a "large number of men." LeGore had even grander ideas,
planning for a dam 40 feet high and an electric plant about 150
feet farther up the Monocacy. This did not come about and he lost a
good deal of money because of it. (The Six Bridges Dam was later
constructed by the U.S. ArTX Corps of Engineers in this area).

A - [
The construction of the bridge has several stories connected with it
locally, as do most such undertakings, While the structure was under
construction, some malcontents dynamited one of the main piers.
Several years after it was completed, LeGore's son committed suicide
by jumping off the bridge.
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