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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Poffenberger Road Bridge crosses the Catoctin Creek at Poffenberger Road
near Middietown, in Frederick County, Maryland.

It isan iron single span, double intersection pratt or Whipple thru truss bridge,
built in 1878 (probably) by the Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio. The
bridge is set on two random-coursed stone abutments with wing wall approaches which
appear to date from 1878. The original decking has been replaced in recent years
with wood planking.

The Poffenberger Bridge is an unusually large structure for its location; it
was probably built in part to service the business generated by nearby Lewis Mill.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT Wrought Iron Bridge Co. (?)

SPECIFIC DATES 1878 Canton, Ohio

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ir 1854 the weekly Frederick Examiner announced that wrought iron was being
used as a bridge material and proved to be stronger than the wood truss construction
that had been in general use. At that time it was hoped that such an iron bridge would
soon be constructed in Frederick County.

It appears from the Frederick County Commissioners Minutes that iron truss
bridges became popular in the area during the 1870's. Records show that a variety of
companies, including Groton Manufacturing Company, Groton, New York; Wrought Iron
Bridge Company, Canton, Ohio; King Iron Bridge Company, Cleveland, Ohio; and the
Pittsburg Bridge Company, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, constructed bridges throughout the
county. Iron truss bridges were an innovative step toward good bridge engineering
design in the 19th century and were the pride of every community.

The Poffenberger Road Bridge is one of two double intersection pratt or Whipple
bridges sti1l standing in Frederick County. (The other is Harney Road Bridge.) The
Poffenberger Bridge is also one of the earliest dated bridges in the region, having
been built in 1878.

The Poffenberger Road Bridge is extremely important as a representative example
of 19th century iron truss bridges in Frederick County, not only because of its very
early date, but also because of its unusual double intersection pratt design.
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