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DEBCRIDE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARNANCE

Maidslone is locuted on Chesupenko Yench Road on Lhe
southwest side of Maryland Route 260 approximntely two miles
northwest of Owings, Marylend., The house is one
due west from the intersection of Maryland Route
Anne Arundel County-Calvert County line.

eighth mile
260 and the

Thias housc is pleturesquo and medievil with itn dteeply

(58 degrocs) sloping roof. 'The roof extends out over the

north and south facudes of the house to form a porch in tru-
ditiona) Maryland colonial style.
wide 2nd two deep,

west,

The door occupies the second bay from the
There

and aomkh

A1) of the windows are six over six. are three

Aalx ovor aix neslod dormors on both thoe norbth roofu,

A medieval T-shapad chimmey is enclosed within the west end
of the house cont:ining » brick dnted 10678.
80 _hervy that it
as 1t tilts with The house is noticeably leaninc to one
side, Mnidstone was originélly three bays wide; the fourth

hry on thn.wonh

This chimney is
hnas slowly been pulling the house to one side

age.

n"nd the one "nd one half stary kitchen on
the west uere ndded around 1800.

The .kitchen has its own chimney on the west end., There
are two out-buildings with old beams and rough hewn horizontal
siding. The steeply pitched roofs of the out-buildings have

4 8lmillnr desrce of pitch as the main buildins,

The grounds nre well maintained and there sre stands of
very old boxwood plants,

The main house is four bays,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Moldstone, one of' Lhe row U;(Lnnl, nrehitocturnl crxumples
of the 3eventoenth-century medieval influence in Maryland,
wes owned by three successive generations of the Chew famlly
over a span of more than sixty Jyears, after which time the
Chew family became of interstate importsnce through Benjamin
Chew (1777-1810), the son of Samuel Chew of Maidstone (1693-
l?)|‘3), through Benjamin's orf1lin6ions with Del:wny O.

wtmuel Chew, in order to distinguish himself from relu-
tives of' the same name, signed "of Maidstone" after his name;
he grew up at Maidstone. The house was probably built after
1683 und pefore 1699 when his father died., Samuel Chew's

Chew turned instead to Deluaware. Public records indicate
his presence in Kent County, Deluware, ss early as 1730, al-
though he did not sever all of his ties with Maryland until
the end of that decade. Chew settled in Dover and by 1741
had become Chief Justice of Sussex, Kent nnd New Castle
Countles, Del:ware,

fenjamin Chew (1722-1810), one of the nine children of
"Sarmel Chew of Maidstone," was born und raised at Maidstone
and was its owner after his father's death in 17/13; however
he did not choose to live in Maryland, Instead he left Mrid-
ntono ond went to Philadelphin where he held tﬁe of(ices of:

Attorney deneral of Pennsylvania (1751-1769); member of the

ennsylvanin Provineiel Council (1?5h-1769); Chief Justice

Limeritanco, Maidatone, did not, howover, hold him in Marylond,
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

- of the.Supreme Court of Pennsylvania (1774-1776); and Judge and
President of the High Court of Errors and Appeals (1791-1806),
Before moving to Philadelphia (175!.) (even before beginning to
practice law after 1746), Chew had abandoned connections with
Marylend by selling Maidstone (1745) to an Anne Arundel County

' rarmér, Lewis Lewin. Chew!'s architectural interest centered,
not on his seventeenth~century birth place, but on Clivden (1761)
(Chew Moune), his mid-eighteenbh-century, Georpginn=-gtyle houso
in Germantqwn, Pennsylvania, which became a National Historic
Landmerk (January 20, 1961).

- .Ownership after 1745 included the Lewin, the Weems and the
Wilson families, During the past two centuries only a few events
brought the house into the 1imelight, such as a Chancery Gourt

" cuse (1820) and the relocation of the Anne Arundel-Calvert
Countles boundary along the 1663 patent lines of Maidstone,
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