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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This group of buildings, formerly associated with a grist and saw mi11ing
tusineess, 1s Tocated on the southeast side of San Mar Road just south of Mt. Lena

in Washington County, Maryland. The dwelling is constructed on a slope and faces
east.

The house is a three-bay structure built of roughly coursed local limestone.
It is one story high at the front elevation, but because it {s buflt into a bank, the
west elevation 1s a full two stories. No decorative work 1s associated with the
masonry. A one-story stone kitchen wing extends to the south (see below).

On both the east and west facades, the fenestration at ground level consists
of a central door with a window on either side. The second story of the west facade,
which now has three windows, once had a central door as well, as indicated by
alterztions in the masonry and surviving late 19th century photographs. The original
windows have wide frames joined with wooden pegs. A1l the windows on these two

. facades have nine-over-six sash and modern Touvered shutters.

— The main (east) entrance 1s framed similarly to the windows and includes a
four-T11ght transom. The door has six raised panels backed with vertical planks and
held to the frame with long strap hinges. 01d photographs of the house show the
door cpposite the front entrance in the second story of the west elevation: this
door had no transom and opened onto a small, balustraded deck which also served as a
roof over the door below. Some time after the 19th century photograph was made,
the upper story door was converted to a window and a three-bay, one-story porch with
elaborate gingerbread replaced the smaller entrance porch. The present porch is
supported by turned posts trimmed with scroll-cut brackets.

The roof is sheathed with modern asphalt shingles and terminates with barge boards
set directly against the end walls. A course of cornice molding finishes the eaves.
Brick chimneys are located inside each gable end.

On the interior, the main or upper story of the house is bisected by a stair and
entrance hall. Although the stair is placed prominently, it serves no purpose other
than to provide access to the attic. Much of the interior woodwork retains what
appears to be original paint.in dark brown and blue with marbeled base boards. North
of the hallway is a large parlor room with a fireplace centered in 1ts end wall.
The mantel here has a large bead finishing the inner edge, surrounded by a course of
diagonal reeding, which is framed by a strip of applied quarter round molding. South
of the hallway are two smaller rooms with plainer trim. ~
In 1976 a stone addition was built to the main house. Constructed of native
1imestone matching that used in the original building, it is a two-story, gable-roofed
— extension which faces southeast. From the west facade of the house, 1ts present
principal elevation, the gable end of the addition 1s visible. The angle of 1ts .
roof {s similar to the older house, and window frames and sash match as well. The
southeast elevation of the addition, which cannot be seen from the public road or from

the front or back of the main house, is very contemporary in design with recessed solar
panels fueling the heating system.

___ SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

The house is in excellent condition and stands on a tract containing 32.67
acres. To the northeast is a large frame bank barn set on fieldstone foundations.

A small service kitchen or wash house is located just southeast of the house. It is
of frame construction sheathed with board and batten siding and has a large exterior

stone chimney at its north end.

A sawmill is said to have been located about 100 yards east of the house, and
a large 2%-story grist mi1l was located west of the dwelling, along the San Mar Road.

The old photograph mentioned above shows a picket fence surrounding the house
and an additional outbuilding located to its east.
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