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Archeological work completed and reported in July 1978 by Dr. Kenneth
Orr states that "investigation conducted indicates that the site
excavated on Lot 29, Laval Drive, Davidsonville, was indeed the 014 (First)
Free School as suggested in the archives and oral traditions of the area.
The -building date of the first Free School is somewhere between its
contractual date of 1724 and 1746 when it was under full operation with
John Wilmot as schoolmaster.” This statement is based on a comparison of
the existing walls, foundations, and rubble of the original fireplace
in the "shedd," with a description in the contract with one "Mr. Thomas
Gassoway to undertake to build a school house, for and in consideration
of one hundred and thirty pounds Currant Money of Maryland." (See records
of the Board of Visitors for Ann-Arrundell County 1724 attached.) Wwalls,
windows, doors, and two fireplaces placed in the above mentioned contract
match those found in the archeology work. Conversation with people who
lived in the house or attended the "last” free school complete the findings
A wooden structure believed to be situated about 150 yards northeast
of the stone structure is believed to be the second free school, built
about 1869.

In a 1973 report to the Maryland Historical Trust by J.T. Wollon, Jr.,
architect, he described the existing building as abandoned, deteriorating
building 49' x 18' consisting of six rooms on two floors, the first floor
containing two rooms with ceilings 10 feet high and the remains of a wood
shed. The second floor consists of three rooms, a den, and a bathroom.
The first floor walls consist of two distinct styles of construction
occurring in two joined sections, both utilizing local brown sandstone:
(1) a smooth, square-cut section measuring 18' x 25' laid in coursed
ashlar, and (2) a rough uncut stone section measuring 18' x 24' laid in
fine-ground oyster bonding. The second floor is frame construction with
shingles. The shingles were added between 1915 and 1934 according to
Mrs. Van Born who resided there at the time.

Tests made at this time under the transversing hallway separating
the two sections of the first floor revealed the presence of a stone wall
foundation connecting the smooth-stone sections and would provide the
fourth wall for a separate structure as described in the 1724 contract.

The building is believed to have been altered on five separate
occassions - once due to fire in the "shedd" area(see attached).

.. Little interior remains of the original structure. However, windows
in one section are believed to be original, and several glass panes are
of the early 19th century.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

ATTACHMENT 1

The Martin Van Horns bought the property from Mr. and Mrs. Luther
McKenny and moved into the o0ld building in 1915. The McKennys bought
the property from the Board of Visitors of the Free School of Anne Arundel
County (deed dated March 1911) as authorized by Maryland Assembly (Acts
of the Assembly, Chapter 577 of the year 1910, pp. 547-548). Curiously,
the 0ld house was on a 2 acre deed separate from the rest of the farm.
The Board of Visitors, who had been in charge of the property since 1723
when an Act of the General Assembly of Maryland created Reverend Joseph
Colebatch and others as the Visitors of the Free School for Anne Arundel
County, empowering them to purchase property for the purpose of the Free
School and to conduct the same, and giving them and their successors
perpetual existence as a body politic, with all power and authority
necessary. (Maryland, Acts of the Assembly, 1723).

But the Free School in 1911 was not the old building which we
excavated. It was a one room wooden school with a large vestibule located
about 1/8th mile southwest on a hill under a large sycamore tree which is
still there. This school was known as the 0ld Rutland School and the
"Last Free School". Many of the parents of the older generation in the
area went to school here. One such older gentleman remembered when he
and his friends would visit the 0ld spring near the 0l1d Free School,
our site to get the daily requirement of fresh water for the school.

The Van Horn children remember the old building as having a 200 year
old first floor, but a second floor which was more recent. A Mrs. Boswell,
an old lady when the children were young, had attended school in the
bottom part of the old building., She had to pay for the instruction
possibly at a time when the Free School was in financial straits.
Interviewees including the Van Horns remember that the wooden school
building was dragged to a location about 25 feet north of the shed and
used as a "brooder home" (chicken coop). Its remains must be on the site
property although it has not been discovered to date.

The proceeds from the 1911 sale and 2 acres of the property were
devoted to setting up the third school located at Rutland Road and Ross-

back Road. This was known simply as a public school which, by this time,
were all "free"-that is supported by public contributions.

SEE CONTINUATION BHEET #2.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

Architect's Plans for the First Free School, 1724

"The Record containing the Proceedings of the Visitors of the Free
School for Annearrundell County 1724" is a remarkable original document
giving an account of the numerous meetings from March 7, 1724 to August
13, 1794. On the final meeting the architect was given implicit
instructions for building the school. These are transcribed herein
from the original (Visitors 1724). Dashes indicate missing words some
of which are sometimes guessed-at in parentheses.

"THEN the Visitors appointed to meet at Annapolis Thursday the 13th

Day of August 1724 --

THEN likewise the Visitors agreed with Capn. Gassoway to build a
School House and took a Bond of Gassoway for his Compliance with the
said agreement which follows: VIZ:

ARTICLES of Agreement made of " and between, the Revd.

Mr. Joseph Colebatch, Samuel Young, William Loch, Esg. Cap'n. Daniel
Mariarte, Mr. Richard warfield, Mr. Charles Hammond, and Mr. John Beale,
Gent., Visitors Ann-Arrundell County School of the one part, and Mr.
Thomas Gassoway of the same County Gent. of the other part (as L)
Impris: The said Thomas Gassoway, for and in consideration of the said
one hundred and thirty pounds Currant Money of Maryland undertakes to
build a School house, twenty-five foot in le (ngth) Eighteen foot wide,
the rafters Sixteen foot in length, and the length of the said house,
ten foot in width, a passage said shedd with four Doors. VIZ: one
leading out of the gre(at room) into the said shedd, and one to each
room of the shedd, panelled Doors, and the other to be at the Front
of the to lay the floors above and below in the house and sh(edd)
Carry up a pair of stairs in the large room, make a under the stairs
aforesaid, two large Windows in the (front) of the great Room, a large
window at the End of the (great) Room, two Windows in the Front of the
Shedd, and last, two Dormant Windows, one Front Door, and one door for
head of the Stiars, a Partition in the Chamber, the large Room to be
lined with plank, the Chamber and Shedd to be plastered, as likewise

the sealing overhead of the great Room to be plastered, a stack of
chimneys with three fire places: the lower fire place to be seven foot
in the clear, and the Chamber chimney to be four foot - House and Shedd
to be shingled, with good thick shingles, the said house and shedd to

be underpinned with good brick or stone, and to glaze all the windows
aforesaid and to fix the same into bastard Sash frames - to get Sills for
the said House and Shedd, our of the heart of White Oak and to be in
Bigness ten Inches one way, and Eight the other, and the other part of

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET $3.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

the Frame, to be of a Suitable bigness for such a house to be well

framed, - The said Gassoway to do the work, workman like finding every-
thing to work for Compleating and finishing the said work at his own (hand)
and charge

THE said Gassoway, Rev. Mr. Joseph Colebatch, Sam Young, and William

Loch, Esqg.: Cap'n Daniel Mariarte, Mr. Richard Warfield, Mr. Charles

Hammond, and Mr. John Beale, Gent.m, of the School Af'said:
Undertake upon the aforesaid Thomas Gassoway compleating and finishing
the work in and form as above and hereafter M

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET $4.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)
ATTACHMENT 2

ANALYSIS FROM INTENSIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY
OF THE SITE

By Kenneth Orr, [978

Building Periods of the Site

Building Period Number 1.

Not long before the period of popularity of English creamware
pottery (1740-1760) the great room of Structure I and the kitchen shed,
Structure II, were built on a natural grade 12-18" below the present
surface. Structure I faced the South River, and Structure II faced
to thenortheast 28' away. The first Structure II was different from
later versions in having a lower chimney stack made of orange colored
bricks, a loose rubble foundation, and a lower floor level. The area
between the two structures was liberally littered with sherds and other

debris associated with a passageway between a kitchen and the dining area.

This passageway may have been covered but it was not paved. Flat
field stones at the present entance of the shed found at the earliest
level suggest stepping stones.

Building Period Number 2.

In the later part of the 18th century, or early 19th century, stone

walls connected the two structures creating Structure III. In this process

the northeast wall of Structure I was knocked out and the debris used

to build up the floor level of Structure III, along with the chimney
stack of Structure II. At this time the front of the house was reversed
and a coursed ashlar veneer put on the Structure II segment. Two front
doors were cut into the front of the house. The former front door was

blocked up, and a back door opened in the middle of the enlarged structure.

Theoriginal dormer attic was probably extended at this time with the
new chimney of Structure II providing a fireplace for the new section.
A foundation was put in part under Structure II, and a massive chimney
foundation built to support the new stack. Major diagnostic sherd:
Blue/green shell-edged pearlware.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #5.
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Building Period Number 3.

In the middle of the 19th century the 2nd story of the house was
raised to full height with an additional short-roof attic. The stack
of the house Structure I was replaced at this time with a new foundation
to support the additional weight. A centrally located door, between
Structures I and III, was cut and the two front doors blocked up.
Windows were enlarged at this time and an original window blocked up
in the now right rear of the extended house. Diagnostic traits:
architectural.

Building Period Number 4.

In the 1920's Structure II was cut in half and a flat roof replaced
the "A" roof. A large cement stoop was added.

Building Period Number 5.

During or shortly after the 1930's a root cellar, 4-5 feet deep
at the southwest end of Structure I, was built with perpendicular posts
supporting the joist beams. This proved to be a dubious improvement
since during periods of rain the depression would f£fill with water.
This required strengthening the foundation walls. The cellar entrance
at the corner of the southwest wall was finally blocked up.

The 1724 Plans for the First Free School and the Archaeological Site.

The 1724 plans and the archaeological data on the old building of
Lot 29 agree on the following points:

1. Both have atripartite construction: a house (Structure I),
a shed (Structure II) and a connecting passageway (StructureIII).

2. Both agree on the dimensions of the house (Structure I) as
< 18' x 25°'.

3. Structure 1 has 2 windows in the front of thefhouse as required
by the 1724 plan.

4. There are architectural clues that the present full story
2nd floor may have originally been an 18th century dormer attic.

5. There are no inconsistencies, apparent or real, except as
noted below.
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #6.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

The archaeological site data appears to disagree with the 1724 Plan
on the following points:

l. The 1724 plan requires underpining of stone or brick with the
rest of the building of shingles. "Underpining" ordinarily
means the short wall on which the lst story timbers rest.
Structure I has a stone wall extending to the 2nd story. This
may be a real discrepancy between the two plans. However, the
implementation of the 1724 plan may have called for stone walls,
and "underpining" may have had an elastic meaning to include
walls in the 18th century.

2. Most of the chronological indicators of the site indicate 2nd
quarter of the 18th century. If the first School House was
built in 1724 (and we don't know that the o0ld building was undoub-
tedly in existence when the first of the Free School advertise-
ments was carried in the Maryland Gazette:

May 27, 1746: Reading, Writing, in the usual
Hands; Grammar, Arithmetic, Vulgar decimal,
Instrumental, Algebraical; Merchants Accounts,...

Voo
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The First Free School of Ann Arrundell County was established by
an Act of the General Assembly of colonial Maryland in 1723. 1In that
same year a Board of Visitors was appointed by the Assembly to locate land
and construct a free school. Records of the meetings of the Board of
Visitors are available in the Hall of Records. Dr. Kenneth Orr's
July 1978 archeology report on Lot 29, Rutland Road, Laval authenticates
that the stone building on this property was built between 1724 and 1745
and matches the description in the records of the Board of Visitors.

This would make the building the earliest remaining Free School in
Maryland. Under an earlier Act of the colonial General Assembly of
1696, two schools were authorized, one at Oxford of which we have no
record of construction;and King William School in Annapolis, which is
presently St. John's College. St. John's was moved from the site of the
original school and no known original buildings remain. VWashington
College in Chestertown was also once a Free School. However, land was
not purchased for the Kent County Free School until 1728, and the original
buildings were destroyed to build Washington College in 1796.

From advertisements in the Maryland Gazette, it is known that a John
Wilmot was teaching at the Free School in Ann Arrundell County in 1746,
and remained until 1763 at which time another ad appeared in the
Maryland Gazette for a new schoolmaster. Instruction was held in the
building until about 1865, when a wooden building was constructed nearby
and became the "Last" Free school. At that time the stone building
was converted to a residence and remained so until approximately 1960.

In the early 1900's the wooden "school” building was moved to a
site approximately 150 yards northwest of the residence and used as
a chicken coop.

.. _The Anne Arundel County Retired Teachers Association and the Anne
Arundel County Board of Education would like to restore the building to
be :used as a museum. The Anne Arundel County Committee of the Maryland
Historical Trust, Anne Arundel Heritage, Inc., and many other community
organizations will aid in the restoration of the Free School.

Upon the completion of historic structures report by the Maryland
Historical Trust, a decision will be made as to the period of restoration
by a policy group consisting of representatives of involved organizations.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Being Lot 29 in the LaVall Housing Development in Davidsonville, Maryland,
described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the North side of LaVall Road and at the
Southwestern most corner of said Lot 29; thence, following in a
northeasterly direction, the arc of a curve of radius 550.38 feet,

18.31 feet; thence, running with said LaVall Road North 69 degrees

29 minutes 23 second East, 150.30 feet; thence, running North 20 degrees
30 minutes 37 seconds West, 300.0 feet; thence, running north 33 degrees
58 minutes 19 seconds West, 53.11 feet; thence, running north 89 degrees
11 minutes 53 seconds West, 153.17 feet; thence running South 18 degrees
36 minutes 15 seconds East 407.25 feet to the point of beginning.

Containing 1.4 acres more or less.
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gg»:ﬂﬁg-uaawn.q ?hggz iﬁ a‘cnntﬁr hall wntb staircnse, Theve is a roem on c=ch m
n,ﬁ,#ﬁ gilde’ 23 ;ne héll ''The' Toom o the right as a chimney stack at the fao Lo
Nl K i' end, wwith ‘a firuplace that has been bricked up. A secend fireplace opens -
‘?LE_:_ beb;nd~auis Apnto a ccude lean-ito shed now in a ruinous condition. This j 3

W halished epanced g, 1—1/? story Frame wing which appears in an old photogrenh.

SR S et LS i i
U feants il Sy WA Eopy of ‘the 011 inal spoecificationn fon construction of the Anne - A
Q;, i .Arundui Free 3chool is at*ﬁch'w,* This provided for a building 18'x24', | 3

aﬂ;ff" " yhich is one-half the cxisting bullding, A chamber above with fircplace o
3‘4, prov*ded.livinﬂ'qUJrL'-s for tha rchoolmaster. There were criginally =
A [ “» 150 dereés of ‘Tand a3 puct ¢f the wchoul peoperty to furnish a partial ok
Rt BN liviug ;r* thenschoclrna_. - x {
et Ry I8 _j
e M R , _ ¢ »
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: W Educaticn (7] Folisizal = [] Urbon Planning PN
] 1 ¥ red iz | Enginacring {21 Religizn/Phi- [] Cihor (Spacily)
1 IRUIERETTT [] !ndusicy lazophy -
% - zulturo L1 laventicn {1 Seicnza e
H [} axshitecuuro ' [T} Londscapa [C] Seulpture
‘ J Aqt Arciiitoctuia [ ] Socialftluman-
1 I Cantmeico {1 Literaturo SYarian . J
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l wha Vrae School of Anne Arundel County was established as a ]

I
"
- the Acz of General Assembly of the Mavyland Colony in l723.
he second of two separate Acts by the colonial government

This wa
cor tha education of its sons - one in 1696 cad this ‘one in 1723w
“his appeaxs tg be the qn]y'gghool‘building established in response to

.'.'3
l'.:f‘.rlz,ft\u-;l 5] 3
Acacd of Déueation, it would be us
of Aans Arundel County acting as collicctors.
eady for the Bicentennial ecelebration.

af 1723 still in czistence in the State, - If acquired by the
The goal is to have it

A

\-numbar of advertiscrents appear in the Maryland Gazette adver-
~ither the gervices of the Anmne Arundel County Free School, or
ins for schoolmasters:
Marviand Cazetts, lMay 27, 1746: Reading, Writing, in
the uwsual Hands; Grammar, Arithmetic, Voigar Decimal,
Tnot-umental, Algebraical: Merchants Accounts, with
tho T+alian method of Bookkecping; Geometry, Trigono-
matry, Plain Sphieric; wilh their Applications in
Survaying, Havigation, Astronomy, Dialling; Likewise
the Use of the Globe and Sundry other parts of the
Marhematics, are concisely taught at the Anne Arupdel
County 2chool near the llead of South River, by
John Wilmot.

May 12, 1763: Wanted, A SOHOOIMASTER to tcach Readingy
Wrising, and Avithmetic. BSuch an one will meet with

Eupley, on Applicatlon to

Samucl Snowden

Qutober 15, 1767: Ventex, A Master, etc.

SO T

February 15, 17861: Anj
i

persor. capable oi keeping school,

(P

-1 of the 1696 Act of the General pocembly, King William's
- Anmanalis wae csteblished: a5 a result of the 1723 Act,
T 1l . chool woa aestabliched.
Hal: s in 17823 two, yeaps later the former was chartered as St.
"he Prea Scheol continued at least up until Revolutionary

! duvs to serve the younger children.

c1 aa a museum with Retiredfﬁeachers'

i latier was chartered as Washington,

L
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