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The Grahame House is located near lLower Marlboro,
Calvert County, Maryland. The house s approximately one-
firth of a mile north of Maryland Route 262, one-fourth mile
northeast of the junction of Route 267 and Maryland Route 5273.

This 15 an eiphteenth-century orlginal one-and-one-half-
story brick shell with a steeply pitehed "A" roof. 'The
house, over a high basement, is five bays long and three bays
deep constructed of brick laltd in IMlemlsh bond with all the
headers glazed. All the windows have seprmental arches con-
sisting of two rows ol header brick. The window sills are
molded brick as 1s the water table cap.  The two wlndows
hipgh In the basement have sepmental arches and have vertieal
iron pgrille bars bullt into the brickwork. The central
entrance door has a transom. A chimney is built into each
gable-end wall. The three peaked dormers on the roof appear
to be recent at this time (1970). The one-and-a-half-story,
two=bay-wlde addition to the right 8r the house with exterior
walls of beaded clapboard and a single peaked dormer appears
or' early construction,

The alteratlons have included the purchase and removal
of the fine panelling throuphout the house to the llenry
Franels dulPont Wintoerthur Mascum, Delaware,-and the aboence
of' the oripglnal entrance door and window frames,

The present (1971) owners have Installed modern sashes
and have filled the old openings with brick. They are
attempring to reconstiruct the interior paneling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCL

The late cipghtecnth=century owner of the Grahame House,
Charles Grahame, was assoclated with Frederick Calvert,
slxth Lord Baltimore, through Greahame's brother and wlth
Thomas Johnson, irst elected Governor of the State of
Maryland, through Grahame's son. Grahame's brother, Davlid
arghame, married Charlotte Hyde, cousin of the sixth Lord
Baltimore. She became n widow in 1754 and Baltimore appolnted
Charles Grahame to two lucerative patronapge Jobs-=Navil
Orricer of the Pocomoke and Surveyor General of the REastern
Shore=-so that he could support his sister-in-law. Baltlmore
acting through Governor floratio Sharpe replaced Grahame
year later when Charlotte llyde Grahame remarried.

Charles Grahame's son, Johin Colin Grahame, marrled
A Jennlngs Johnson the daurhter of Thomas Jolmuon, '1rst
elected Gdovernor of the State of Maryland, which strengthoned
Lthe assoclatlon between the two men. 'They served Logethenr
Iln the Lower House of the Maryland teneral Assembly. Rose
it111, north of Irederick, was a weddling present from Governur
Johnson to his daughter and son-in-law. After set.tling at
Rose Il111 and establishing himself in Frederick County,
John drahame’ sold his father's Calvert County holdlings.

Charles Grahame's pollitical carcer which Included help-
Ing to draf't Mary land's riest constitutlon (1776) and the
province's protest to the Stamp Act (1765), as well as hls
electlon to the rlirst session of the Maryland Scenate CET0T) s
brought drahame Into contact with the leaders of Maryland
politles including two Sipgners of the Declaration of Tnde-
pendence:  Samuel Chase and Willlam Paca.

Sometime at'ter 17HY Grahame purchased several tracts
of" land near Lower Marlboro in Calvert County from Chrlst!an
smlith who, by a previous marri:age, was the mother of Thom:a:
Sim Lee, the second elected Governor of Maryland (1779=-1782
and 1792-1794). Grahame may have built the Grahame House in
the 1750's or he may have used a house already on the
property. LEvidence suppests that a house existed before 173
on the same tract as the present (1971) bullding.
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Grahame House

#6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS continued
Historic American Building Survey
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C. Code: 11

1970 Federal

#9. REFERENCES continued

Archivés of Maryland, XII, XVI, XXI, Journal and Correspon-
dence of the Council of Safety, 1776-1779.

Archives of Maryland, VI, IX, XIV, Correspondence of
Governor Horatio Sharpe, I-IIT, 1753-1777.

Steiln, Charles Francis, A History of Calvert County

Maryland, n.p., the author and the Calvert County
Historical Society, 1960.

Owings, Donnell MacClure, His Lordship's Patronage
Offices of Profit in Colonial Maryland, Baltimore;
Maryland Historical Society, 1953.

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Maryland from the Earliest
Period to the Present Day, 3 vols., reprint, Hatboro,
Pennsylvania: Tradition Press, 1967.
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[},  NAME

commoN:  Grghame House

AND/QR NISTORIC: (Y nt_ |
2. LocaTiON /Manor, Patuxent Manor House.

f

SYRERT AND NUMBER: one-fifth mile northeast of the intersection of
Maryland Route 262 and Maryland Route 523

CITY OR TOWN:

Lower Marlboro

STATR: cong [COUNTY: cobe

Maryland o] Calvert 009

P.. PHOTO REFERENCE o

mruotTo creois David Allan Gibb

DATE OF PHOTO! 1967

Neaamive riceo aT Maryland Historlcal Trust, 94 College Avenue,
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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