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CHESAPEAKE BAY SKIPJACK FLEET THEMATIC GROUP 

\ m NamO ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic SIGSBEE 

and.or common s k i p j a c k 

2. Location „ 

street & number KNAPPS NARROWS n /a . not for publication 

city, town T i lghman n/___ vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

s t a t e Mary land 024 county T a l b o t Q 4 1 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public _ _ - occupied agriculture museum 
bullding(s) x private unoccupied x commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t i on Access ib le .entertainment religious 

x object in process yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

xnot applicable n o military other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l o w n e r s ) 

n a m e C a p t a i n Wade H. Murphy, J r . 

street & number $j__V, ,>. COYd /t'i_ .S^ t e l e p h o n e n o . : 8 8 6 - 2 5 7 6 

city, town Ti lghman s t a t e a n d _ i p c o d e Mary l and 21671 

5. Location of Legal Description 
n / a courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ' l i b e r 

street & number f o l i o 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys > 
Survey of Surviving Traditional Chesapeake Bay Craft 

title 

_ _ i 

date 1983-1984 federal _K_ state county local 

depository for survey records Mary land H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t , 21 S t a t e C i r c l e 

city, town A n n a p o l i s state MP 21401 
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. 7. DeSCriptlOn Survey No. ( T - 5 4 2 ) 

dition Check one Check one 
! excellent deteriorated unaltered _ original site 

•x good ruins x altered moved date of move n'a 

fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This vessel is a 47-foot long, two-sail bateau, or V-bottomed deadrise type of 
centerboard sloop, commonly known as a "skipjack." She was built in 1901 in 
Deal Island, Maryland for the oyster dredging fleet. She has a beam of 15.8 feet, 
a depth of 3.8 feet, and a gross registered tonnage of 8 tons. She is built 
by cross-planked construction methods. She carries a typical skipjack rig of 
jib-headed mainsail laced to the boom and carried on wood hoops at the mast, 
and a single large job with a club on its foot. The wooden hull is painted white. 

The vessel has a longhead bow and a square transom with little rake. There is 
little "tuck" to the stern, but it meets the chine above the waterline. The 
rudder is carried inboard. 

Decks are flush, with a surrounding low pinrail except at the work area amidships. 
Deck structures from the stern forward include: a box over the steering gear; a 
trunk cabin; a small hatch; a box built over the winders; and a main hatch over the 
centerboard trunk. Other fittings include oystering gear, winders, and davits for 
the pushboat, which is suspended over the stern. 

C The single mast is set almost plumb; it came from the old skipjack ROBERT L. WEBSTER 
and was cut down to fit SIGSBEE. It is set up with double shrouds with turnbuckles. 
The bowsprit is squared-off on top and is led back to a flat sampson post. The 
bowsprit is set up with double chain bobstays, and cable-and-chain bowsprit shrouds. 
Other rigging includes a forestay, jibstay, and topping lift led to the end of the 
boom, which is jawed to the mast; lazyjacks are used on the sails. 

The vessel is decorated with trailboards, with the name SIGSBEE carved on a red 
field, a green ground with vines and leaves, and a flag-and-shield motif in red, 
white, and blue, with cannons. The name is also painted in black letters on the 
hull. The davits for the pushboat are accented in black. 
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8, Significance survey NO. [__t_]_] 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
.prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 _2L commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

x 1900- communications Industry politics/government _JL_ transportation 
Invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1901 Builder/Architect Unknown 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : x A B x C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Except ion: A B C D E F G x none 

Level of S i g n i f i c a n c e : x n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s i g n i f i c a n c e and a gene ra l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

This v e s s e l i s s i g n i f i c a n t a s being one of the 3$ s u r v i v i n g t r a d i t i o n a l Chesapeake Bay 
sk ip jacks and a member of the l a s t commercial s a i l i n g f l e e t in the Uni ted S t a t e s . Out 
of a f l e e t of hundreds of sk ip j acks t h a t worked Bay w a t e r s in the e a r l y y e a r s of t h i s 
cen tury , today only t h i s small number remain to c a r r y on the t r a d i t i o n of working s a i l . 

The skipjack evolved as a d i s t i n c t type of Bay v e s s e l in the 1890 ' s a s a c h e a p e r - t o -
c o n s t r u c t a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e e a r l i e r bugeyes and o the r t r a d i t i o n a l framed c r a f t , in a 
per iod when sh ipbu i ld ing c o s t s were r i s i n g and the o y s t e r ca t ch was d i m i n i s h i n g . The 
type was devised by e n l a r g i n g ( t o 25 t o 60 f e e t ) t he h u l l of the o r d i n a r y , unframed, 
square - s te rned Bay crabbing sk i f f , and g iv ing i t a d e a d r i s e bot tom, a-deck , a cabin 
and a sloop r i g . The r e s u l t — w i t h i t s unframed, hard c h i n e , c ro s s -p l anked , V-bottom— 
proved inexpensive to b u i l d , easy to r e p a i r , and could be c o n s t r u c t e d by a competent 
house c a r p e n t e r . Skip jacks were s p e c i f i c a l l y designed a s o y s t e r dredge b o a t s , wi th 
wide beams and low f reeboard lending, s t a b i l i t y and p r o v i d i n g a l a r g e working space on 
deck. The s i n g l e masted r i g , with sharp-headed m a i n s a i l and l a r g e j i b , was easy to 
handle , powerful in l i g h t winds, and handy in coming about qu ick ly fo r ano the r pass 
over the oys te r b e d s . 

The Maryland oys t e r season beg ins November 1 and ends March 1 5 . Skip jacks must dredge 
under s a i l on a l l days except Mondays and Tuesdays, when they a r e allowed t o use t h e i r 
motorized pushboat fo r dredging . The pushboat , normally c a r r i e d on d a v i t s a t the s t e r n 
i s lowered i n t o t he water and l i t e r a l l y "pushes" the sk ip j ack a long from behind , the ' 
ZTr fa ? p u

1
8 h b o ? 1

t " « t i n g a g a i n s t a " j i g " on the s t e r n of the s k i p j a c k . The push-
boat can a l s o l e g a l l y be used to ge t the sk ip jack to and from the oys t e r beds each 
day Each sk ip jack s crew i s made up of the c a p t a i n , who i s of ten a l s o t he owner, 
and f ive crew members. 

S1GSBEE i s of i n t e r e s t a s being one. of the o l d e r s k i p j a c k s s t i l l dredging i n the Chesapeak 
f l e e t , She was b u i l t i n 1901 i n Ox Deal I s l a n d , Md. fo l lowing t r a d i t i o n a l Bay-area design 
and cons t ruc t i on methods. Her mast was re - sued from t h e o ld sk ip jack ROBERT L. WEBSTER 
a common way of r e c y c l i n g v e s s e l p a r t s . She has worked in the o y s t e r - d r e d g i n g f l e e t 
s ince her b u i l d i n g and i s p r e s e n t l y based a t Deal I s l a n d . The v e s s e l i s one of the 21 
surv iv ing working s k i p j a c k s t o have been b u i l t p r ev ious t o 1912. She was involved in a 
three-way c o l l i s i o n w i th the SEA GULL and the AMY MISTER i n t h e 1969 Chesapeake Apprecia­
t i o n Days races a t Sandy P o i n t , Md, as repor ted i n S p o r t s I l l u s t r a t e d . 



9. u ta jor ^ t o u o g t apnu^a j r e v e r e n c e s survey N0. B-4520 

S e e T h e m a t i c G r o u p n o m i n a t i o n c o v e r f o r m , C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t s 
No. V13. 

1 0 . Geographica l Data 
Acreage of nominated property _lej3_E t ± L a n — o n e — a c r e „;"."-•*-*%-; * - -. -j- : * : ^ " ^ - V ' r ^ ^ i - . - . - . . • . ^-, > t ^ « . v - -
0,,aHr«ng1i> nam* T i l g h m a n , MP ; . - . _ . . " c^t&^vlfiLZ;*?* Ouadr^g^ 1 scale _ I l _ :2 4nnft~ _ 

UTM References ^ 0 NOT comple te UTM "references" .•"".""'."•'^T" ̂  ~~'~::*"~.'^v'r^-" T.~T" :rr7v-

Ai/,?1 |3]M|g__j [MlM__i£ | -BL-i J 1 1 , I 1 1 I I 1 L L L L J I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L i J 1 I 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 D L J 1 1 . 1 . . 1 1 . 1 1 I , , 1 
E I ,' I I I . I . . I I . I . I 1 I I F l I I I I I 1 , . I I I I . 1 , , I 

G L L J I I . 1 . . I I 1 1 1 1 l l j H U J I I , I , , I I , I , I , , I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

This working vessel* is usually docked at the location indicated in 
Item 2. Historic boundaries are coterminous with the hull. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state n / a code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Anne W i t t y / M. E . H a y w a r d 

R a d c l i f f e M a r i t i m e Museum 
organization M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y date M a y , 1 9 8 4 

street & number 2 n l We s-t Monument S t r e e t telephone ( 3 0 1 ) 6 8 5 - 3 7 5 0 

city or town B a l t i m o r e s t a t e M a r y l a n d 2 1 2 0 1 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y was o f f i c i a l l y c r e a t e d by 
an Act o f t h e Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e t o be found i n t h e Annota ted 
Code o f Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , S e c t i o n 181 KA, 1974 s u p p l e m e n t . 

The s u r v e y and i n v e n t o r y a r e b e i n g prepared f o r i n f o r m a t i o n and 
record p u r p o s e s o n l y and do no t c o n s t i t u t e any i n f r i n g e m e n t o f 
i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t y r i g h t s . 

r e turn t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 
Shaw House 
21 S t a t e C i r c l e 
Ann?- -» l i s , Maryland 21401 
(30. 269-2438 

PS-2746 










