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Multiple public and private 
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| B a l t i m o r e ^__ | M a r y l a n d [ 24 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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Baltimore City Ordinance #193, (July 15. 19681 
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Commiss ion f o r H i s t o r i c a l £ A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n , 402 C i t y Hal 1 ! 2 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E C O C F 

B a l t i m o r e M a r y l a n d 24 \ 
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The Seton Hill Historic District in Baltimore City is bounded on the west 
by the center of Pennsylvania Avenue, on the south by the center of 
Franklin Street, on the east by the center of Eutaw Street, on the north­
east by the center of McCulloh Street and on the northwest by the center 
of Orchard Street. 

The Seton Hill Historic District developed around the St. Mary's Seminary 
in the early nineteenth century. The only remaining original buildings 
associated with the Seminary are the Mother Seton House and the St. Mary's 
Seminary Chapel; these have been placed on the National Register of His­
toric Places. 

The structures surrounding the Seminary grounds are predominantly res i ­
dential. The ear l ies t ones, buil t in the early nineteenth century, 

' were small, two-story brick dwellings, from 10 to 18 feet wide, with 
peaked roofs and dormer windows; one example of this type is the house at 
418 West George Street. Only a few of these houses had basements or high 
ceilings, and a few had shed roofs. 

Towards the middle of the nineteenth century the architecture became more 
sophisticated. Entrances were raised above street level and steps were 
added. The roofs were f l a t , the ceilings were higher, and the basements 
were more functional. Some earlier two-and-a-half story buildings were 
converted to three stories at this time. One house buil t in this period 
(1848) is the three-story., flat-roofed structure at 703 Druid Hill Avenue, 
which has recently been extensively renovated. An example of those con-
verted to three stories is 422 West George Street. Built in 1806, this 
brick house with a peaked roof was originally one room deep and two-and-
a-half stories high. About 1830 the rear wing was added and the roof 
raised to make a full third story. 

The Seminary property is now one of the few pieces of natural open space 
left in downtown Baltimore. The existing street pattern in Seton Hill is 
dependent on the contours of the Seminary property. The street widths vary 
from narrow Jasper and George Streets to main thoroughfares such as Eutaw 
and Franklin Streets . However, i t is the narrow streets which determine 
the character of the area. All of the smaller structures are situated 
parallel to a public right-of-way and on or close to the building l ine. ; 

In 1968 the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore declared Seton Hill a 
Historical and Architectural Preservation District in an effort to pre­
serve all existing nineteenth century structures, to maintain or restore 
the original character of facades , to protect the open space of the 
Seminary, to maintain the character of the existing street pattern, and 
to ensure that new construction is of appropriate contemporary design. 

i 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Seton Hi l l His to r ic D i s t r i c t 

P6. REP'RESF^vTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS continued 

M a r y l a n d Regis ter of H i s t o r i c S i t e s and Landmarks 

19370 Sta te 

MaTr>'lan::d Hi s to r i ca l Trust 
2523 Ri-va Road 
Anmapol-is, Maryland Code: 24 

#7. DESCRIPTION continued 

The fol lowing i s a l i s t of a l l DroDerrip* 
n i f i c a r -=e within the Seton S i l / S H S i c D i s t r i c t : 

Druid H u l l Avenue: 405, 413, 415, 423, 429, 500-514, 700-714, 701-719. 

North P.--taw S t r e e t : 512, 520-526, 600-604, 610, 620-624. 

West F rank l in S t r e e t : 400-412, 418-426, 500-538. 

West George S t r e e t : 413-421, 404-422. 

North J a s p e r S t r e e t : 600-616, 622, 628-630, 644-646, 603-605, 619. 

West Monument S t r e e t : 706-708, 707-713. 

Orchard S t r e e t : 437-453, 503-507 525-S7Q 
510-514 (Orchard S t ree t Methodist Church 

North Paca Street: 503, 507, 509, 502-516, 524-526, 600, 601-651. 

Pennsylvania Avenue: 501-513, 607-633, 701-709, 713. 

St. Mary's Street: 438-442, 502-508, 518-520, 532-540, 546-554, 564-578. 

Seminary Court: 553. 

Tessier Street: 701-709, 713-715, 702-706. 
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6. SIGNIFICANCE B-3732 
P E R I O D (Check One vr More as Appropriate) 

• Pre -Columbion • 16th Century Q 18th Century P I 20th Century 

Q 15th Century l_] 17th Century IX! 19th Century 
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A b o r i g i n a l [ ^ E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c o l Q Urban P l a n n i n g 

D Preh is tor ic Q Engineer ing K X R e l i g i o n ' P h i . £ * Other (Specify) 

• Historic • industry losophy Urban pres ervat j on 
• Agr icul ture r~] Invent ion f J Science 

X j » Archi tecture fjT^ Londscope f - | Sculpture _ _ 

X £ A M Archi tecture ( j j j f Socio I ' H u m o r -

• Commerce • L i t e i o t u r e i tor ian 

• Communicat ions r--| M i l i t a ry p ) Thea te r 

• Conserva t ion ,- j M u s | c , , T ranspor ta l ,on 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The focal point of the Seton Hill Historic District is the St, Mary's 
Seminary; the religious and educational opportunities offered by this 
institution were responsible fox the growth of the surrounding structures, ; 
which provide an excellent illustration of a typical nineteenth century 
residential neighborhood. 

In 1789, Baltimore was designated the first Roman Catholic Diocese in 
America, with the Reverend John Carroll as its first bishop. At this 
time, the French Revolution had caused the closing of public religious 
institutions in France. French Catholics were forced to continue religiousj 
education elsewhere, and in 1791 four priests and five students from the 
order of St. Sulpice arrived in Baltimore, They bought land from the 
former Chatsworth estate, made their headquarters in the old One Mile 
Tavern (one mile outside what were then the city limits), and founded 
St. Mary's Seminary. The institution gradually expanded its physical 
structure and curriculum, becoming Baltimore's first college in 1800. 
In 1803, the college was opened to all males, regardless of creed, and 
in 1805 the Maryland Legislature raised it to the rank of University. 

The Chapel in the courtyard of the Seminary (Chapel of Our Lady of the 
Presentation) was designed in 1806 by the noted architect Maximilian 
Godefroy, who was at- that time a lay teacher at the Seminary and_the first 
professional teacher of architecture in Baltimore. Benjamin Latrobe, 
then working on the United States Capitol, sent assistants for the in­
terior decoration. The St. Mary's Seminary Chapel was the first eccles-
iastical structure of neOnGothic design in the United States,-'- and today 
is the oldest example of Gothic Revival architecture in this country. 

St. Mary's Seminary was the site of the founding of a new order of nuns, 
the Sisters of Charity. Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Seton came to Baltimore in 
1808 to start a school for young girls on the Seminary grounds. The 
following year she took her vows as a nun and started the Sisters of 
Charity; the order later moved to Emmitsburg, Maryland. Mrs. Seton's 
home from 1808r.l0 at 600 North Paca Street is known as the Mother Seton 
House; it has been completely restored, and is open to the public. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

1Hichard' Hubbard Howland and Eleanor Patterson Spencer, The Architecture 
of Baltimore - A Pictorial History, Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 
19bS, p. 4U. 
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Seton Hill Historic District 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

Most of the residential structures surrounding the Seminary grounds have 
been preserved. The earliest houses were built for students, and the 
community grew as refugees from France and Haiti settled near the French-
speaking University. The area declined as Baltimore's expanding population 
shifted to the suburbs around 1900, but in recent years Seton Hill has 
been rediscovered and many houses have been restored by new owners. Since 
these small residential structures were once very common in Baltimore, they 
have often been considered expendable, and consequently were frequently 
demolished. Seton Hill is unique in its preservation of a cohesive group 
of these houses. 

Seton Hill's convenient proximity to the central business district, as well 
as its historical value, have created a district which is advantageous both 
for the residents and for the city of Baltimore. 

#9. REFERENCES continued 

Henry, Helen. "A Return to a Mood from 1806." The Sun Magazine. 
May 16, 1971. p. 42. 

Howland, Richard Hubbard and Spencer, Eleanor Patterson. The Architecture 
of Baltimore - A Pictorial History. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins 
Press, 1953. p. 40. 

"Restoration In Seton Hill 'Is A Missionary Job.'" Evening Sun. May 15, 
1970. pp. Bl, B4. 

Scarff, John H. Historic American Buildings Survey: The Chapel of St. 
Mary's Seminary. HABS No. Md.-13. Baltimore, Md. 

Seton Hill Historic and Preservation Area - Annual Open House. Seton Hill 
Association Inc., Baltimore: 1966. 

Seton Hill 1970. Seton Hill Association Inc., Baltimore: 1970. 

Stanton, Phoebe B. "The Quality of Delight." The Voice of St. Mary's 
Seminary, XLV (Summer 1968), 6-12. 
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[ 9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Bal t imore Downtown - Seton H i l l . B a l t i m o r e : Bal t imore Ci ty Department of 
P lann ing , December 1969. 

Commission for H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n . Report fo r 
Department of Housing and Community Development - Seton H i l l H i s t o r i c a l 
and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t . B a l t i m o r e : Commission fo r 
H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n , September 2 5 , 1970. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
I , 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N t l l U D E C O O R D I N A T E S L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E S ~" 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P B O " F B T Y 0 D E F I N I N G T M t C t N T o R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 
D _ 9 F _ L - J L S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

• T . _ . . .— K **—* r—' '-
C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 39 • 17 >45.6- 76 ° 37 -33.0- ° o . -

N E 39 o 17 . 53.7- 76 o 37 -23.0-

SE 39 o 17 . 41.2- 76 o 37 .17.7-
sw I 39 o 17 • 40.9- 76 ° 37 -27.2-. , 

, APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ADDrOXilTiat61V 25 SCTeS 
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S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

11 FORM PREPARED BY ' 
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Maryland Historical Trust January 22, 1973 
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Annapol i s Maryland J 24 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
. . , . . „ , I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1°66 (Publ ic Law 
. „ , , c , , . . . . . r , National Register 
89-o65). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Director, Ollice of Archeology end Historic Preservation 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National (X) State Q Local • 

Name 

Orlando Ridout IV ATTLST: 

T i t ] e S t a t e L i a i son O f f i c e r 
for Maryland 

Keeper ol The National Hefiistcr 

pate January 24 , 1973 Date 
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BRETON HILL HISTORIC 

DISTRICT 

long. 
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2. North arrow. 
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COMMON: Seton Hill Historic District 
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3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTO CREDIT: G re t chen Redden 
DATE OF PHOTO: December 1972 

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Commission f o r H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
402 C i t y H a l l , B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

703 Druid Hill Avenue, from the southwest. 
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C O M M O N : Seton Hill Historic District 
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402 City Hall, Baltimore, Maryland 
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. . , . T _ , V n • . i l l i l l ' 

D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

418 West George Street, from the south. 
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D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

422 West George Street, from the south. 
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NEGATIVE FILED AT 

IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 

south side of Druid Hill Avenue 
west of Jasper Street 



-irmNo 10-301a 
ev 10-7 .) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR IFOR NPS USE ONLY B-3732 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECEIVED 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Seton Hi l l H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Baltimore City Maryland 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO 

J . Richard Rivoire Jan. 1975 
NEGATIVE FILED AT 

IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 

600 block of Jasper Street west side, north of George Street 
south of Druid Hill Avenue. 



-rm No 10301a 
.•v 10-7 .) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR IFOR NPS USE ONLY B-3732 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECE,VED 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Seton Hi l l His to r ic D i s t r i c t 
AND/OH COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Baltimore City Maryland 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO 

J. Richard Rivoire Jan. 1975 
NEGATIVE FILED AT 

IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 

north side of George Street 
west of Jasper Street 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of THE INTERIOR IFOR NPS USE ONLY B-3732 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECE!VED 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Seton H i l l His to r i c D i s t r i c t 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Baltimore City Maryland 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO 

J . Richard Rivoire Jan. 1975 
NEGATIVE FILED AT 

IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 

northwest side of St. Mary's Street 
north of Monument Street 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR IFOR NPS USE ONLY B-3732 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECE,VED 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

S e t o n H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
AND/OR COMMON 

i 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Baltimore City Maryland 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO 

J. Richard Rivoire Jan. 1975 

NEGATIVE FILED AT 

, ! 

IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 

east side of Paca Street 

south of Druid Hil'l 
















