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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gambrill Farm is on Brush Creek where it joins the Monocacy
River and is within the National Register boundary of Monocacy
National Battlefield. The Gambrill House, "Boscobel" is on a
hillside overlooking Brush Creek and Maryland Route 355.

"Boscobel is a three-story brick mansion with mansard roof and
central tower. 1Its high style Second Empire Victorian decoration
makes it significant for its rural location. Yet its rear ell
with two storied galleried rear porch within the ell is a typical
feature of a western Maryland house type and is without

ornament. The facade, two sides and central tower are richly
ornamented.

The principal 5-bay facade faces northwest. Its central entrance
bay projects as the lower part of a 4 1/2 story mansard-roofed
rectangular tower. A one-story porch across the front has a
broad projecting central bay-ornamental square columns with
scroll brackets, a single-bracketed cornice, and a balustraded
flat roof with urn-and-ball finials topping the corner posts.
Paired entrance doors are in a round-arched opening. Front
windows at the first floor come almost to the floor level.

The tower is ornamented at the second story level by a tall
square-headed window under a heavy bracketed hood which is in
turn sheltered by a projecting balcony supported by scrolled
brackets at the third floor. The third floor tower opening is
round-arched with a molded hood and an elaborate finial.

Centered in the 7-bay northeast facade is a slightly projecting
pseudo tower with single-bay, one-story porch at the secondary
entrance. A one-story projecting bay window with narrow
bracketed cornice is in the far right bay and matches a similar
window in the left bay of the southwest facade. First and
second story windows on the major facades are square headed with
ornamented segmental panels and molded hoods above. They have
both interior and exterior shutters.

Cornices under the mansard roofs have heavy paired brackets and a
pattern of V-shaped dentils. Mansard roofs have a horizontal
band of fish scale slates. Dormers are round-arched with hood
moldings and fleur-de-lys finial.

The common bond brick walls are painted buff; exterior woodwork
is white except for the shutters which are black.
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The interior of the house is architecturally important. The
entrance hall is richly ornamented with a carved newel post and a
continuous Victorian balustrade from the first to the third
floor. There are imported marble mantles with richly carved
fruit ornament in the south downstairs parlour to the right of
the entrance hall. To the left of the entrance is a library and

large dining room. The downstairs ell contains kitchen and
service area.

The house has four principal bedrooms on the second floor and
four on the third, two on each side flanking the second and third
story stair hallways, which are identical in commodious size as
the entrance hall. The second floor doorways open on the

roofs of the front and northwest facade porches. The rear ell
forms a service wing with two additional bedrooms and servants
stairway to the kitchen. At the first floor landing of the

- central stairway, a door opens out to the second floor gallery of
the two story rear ell porch.

A full basement is part of the original construction.

Although adaptation to modern regquirements involved the
installation of several bathrooms and additional kitchen, most

of the original interior spaces are uncompromised. There are
five bedrooms on each of the upper two floors. Dormer windows on
each side of the tower room provide broad views in each
direction.
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The Gambrill house, "Boscobel" is a richly ornamented but
conservative interpretation of the Second Empire style. It is
significant in that it represents a style of architecture that
was rarely used in its "high style" form in rural Maryland .
"Boscobel" is also significant for its assocation with James
Gambrill for whom the house was erected. Gambrill as owner of
both Araby Mill and the Frederick City Mill, was an important
figure in Frederick County's industrial history. Under the
criteria of significance for a National Register eligible
property, "Boscobel" is eligible under Criterion "C" - embodying
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction and also under criterion "B" association with the
lives of persons significant in our past.

"Boscobel" was built by James H. Gambrill as his principal
residence between 1868 and 1873. The name Boscobel means
"beautiful forest"” in Italian. There was an earlier Gambrill
house which according to tradition was burned during the Civil
War. James H. Gambrill had purchased the Gambrill farm in 1856
from Colonel J. Pearson who established the Araby Mill on the
site in 1830. Mr. Gambrill operated Araby Mill and enlarged it,
becoming a prosperous Frederick County merchant and manufacturer.
A native of Howard County, Maryland, Gambrill moved to Frederick
County in 1849. In 1878, Gambrill enlarged his business by the
purchase of the Frederick City Mill, thus increasing his
production to forty-five thousand barrels of flour per annum. In
his time, Mr. Gambrill was one of the most distinguished business
men of Frederick County.1 The property remained in Gambrill
family ownership until December 6, 1897 when Minnie Leigh Mercer
bought the property. Since that time, the property went through
various ownerships until Earl Vivino sold the tract to the
Federal Government in the early 1980s for inclusion into Monocacy
National Battlefield. /1 T.J.C. Williams and Folger McKinsey,
Historic of Frederick County Maryland (Baltimore: Regional
Publishing Company, 1979) P.1056,/
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Mr. Gambrill built "Boscobel: on a hill above the mill, and it
remains a county showplace. The house is architecturally
significant as an early intact example of Second Empire
architecture, with distinctive tower, hooded windows, and mansard
roof. It is a very high style expression for its rural location.
The entrance hall and stairway and first floor rooms with marble
mantles are extremely fine and significant. High ceilings,
decorative plasterwork and a large walnut three story staircase
add to the interior features.

The house is locally significant for its architectural style and
locally significant for its association with James H. Gambrill.

Though it has been severely altered to the point of being no
longer eligible for the National Register, the nearby Araby or
Gambrill Mill served as a Federal hospital during the Battle of
Monocacy on July 9, 1864. The family of James H. Gambrill had
gone to join the family of C. Keefer Thomas, to hide in the
Thomas cellar during the Battle of Monocacy. James H. Gambrill
stayed on at the Araby Mill during the battle. The mill was to
the right and a little to the rear of the Federal line and
somewhat out of the line of fire, though several Confederate
shells fell in close proximity. In the first firing of the
morning's battle, several men of the 87th Pennsylvania Regiment
were severely wounded while the regiment lay in the yard in front
of Gambrill's house and one or two were killed near Gambrill's
mill.

Only portions of the stone walls of the Gambrill or Araby Mill
remain. The alterations that were made some years ago to convert
the mill into a residence drastically compromise the integrity

of the design, materials, and workmanship that create the feeling
and association with a 19th century mill (see enclosed letter of
November 5, 1984 from the Maryland State Historic Preservation
Officer). Because of its compromised integrity, the Gambrill
Mill is lacking in National Register eligibility and not included
in this nomination.

Monocacy National Battlefield which contains the Gambrill Farm is

already listed on the National Register. The purpose of this
nomination is to delineate the National Register qualifications
of "Boscobel," the Gambrill House, which having architectural and

local historical significance on its own, lies outside of the
P historic scene period of the battle of Monocacy.
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evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is National State Local.
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