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Warships Associated with World War II In the Pacific
National Historic Landmark Theme Study"

This theme study has been prepared for the Congress and the National Park
System Advisory.Board in partial fulfillment of the requirements of Public Law
95-348, August 18, 1978. The purpose of the theme study is to evaluate sur- ~,
viving World War II warships that saw action in the Pacific against Japan and '-•
to provide a basis for recommending certain of them for designation as National
Historic Landmarks.
•

During the course of this study more than 40 surviving warships and merchantmen
dating from World War II were identified and visited. Twenty-five of these
were found likely to meet the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks
Program and are represented by inventory forms In this study. A twenty-sixth
ship, USS Missouri, Is written up because it is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, but is not likely to meet the criteria because of substantial
changes made to her since listing.
These vessels include most of the major types and classes of warships to see
service from 1941 to 1945. The theme study is organized by classes because
this is the best way to organize and describe the types of ships that saw
service in the war. Many of these classes, especially for the destroyers and
submarines, represent the development of warship design theory that evolved as
a result of the hard lessons learned in battle against the Japanese during the
war. Because of this, many of these classes are individually important and
represent either an interim or final point in warship design. Included in this
study are aircraft carriers, battleships, cruisers, destroyers, submarines,
minesweepers, and a number of other types such as Liberty Ships, and PT Boats.
One German submarine is included In this theme study for several reasons:
first, It is the only surviving one of its type anywhere; second, it relates to
War In the Pacific in that the German submarine threat had to be defeated in
order to shift strategic emphasis to the Pacific theater.
The American battle fleet that fought against Japan in World War II was made up
of many of these types of ships, each performing her specialized mission and
supporting general fleet operations. The battle fleet in the Pacific provided
an attack capability that destroyed Japan's warships and merchant marine and
spearheaded the amphibious attacks that threatened the home islands with
invasion. The success of the fleet was dependent upon the successful operation
of its many component ships, each performing a specialized mission to;accomplish
the overall objective of defeating Japan. These 26 ships represent the elements
of a World War II battle fleet in the Pacific that will best, enable future
generations of Americans to appreciate the magnitude and complexity of naval
power that eventually won the war against Japan in 1945.
\ *
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Aircraft Carriers
Essex class
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1. USS Intrepid (New York, New York)
2. USS Yorktown (Charleston, South Carolina)
USS Intrepid. and -USS Yorktown appear to meet the criteria for designation.
Both ships are "Essex class aircraft carriers that fought against Japan in World
War II and represent, the role and power of the aircraft carrier as the principal
capital ship,of,/the navy after 1941. The Pacific War against Japan was fought
over vast reaches of ocean employing aircraft carriers as highly mobile weapons
capable/of destroying enemy ships and bases at great distances. Japan's success
early in the war and that of the United States later in the conflict was directly
dependent on the achievements of the carrier battlegroups deployed by each
side. Essex class carriers represent the determination and industrial potential
of the United States to achieve victory in World War II. Both ships have been
altered from their World War II configuration with the addition of angled
flight decks. Both ships are in good condition and are preserved as museum
ships.
Two other Essex class carriers inspected during this study are USS Lexington
and USS Shangri La. USS Lexington is still in active service with the navy as
a training carrier based in Florida. During the course of this study she was
In the Philadelphia Navy Yard undergoing a refit. She is expected to remain on
active duty with the navy until the 1990s. It Is recommended that she be
reexamined again after her retirement by the navy to determine If her condition
and integrity, at that time, warrant her designation as a National Historic
Landmark.
USS Shangri La is in the Philadelphia
the navy. She has been promised to a
the centerpiece of an air, sea, and
recommended for designation due to her

Navy Yard awaiting final disposition by
group of citizens in Tampa, Florida as
space museum.
USS Shangri La is not
poor condition.

Battleships
North Carolina class
3.

USS North Carolina (Wilmington, North Carolina)

South Dakota class
4.
5.

USS Alabama (Mobile, Alabama)
USS Massachusetts (Fall River, Massachusetts)

Iowa class
6.

USS Missouri (Long Beach, California)

These ships represent the World War II role of the American battleship which
changed from the principal capital ship of the navy to a support ship designed
to protect and screen the fast Essex class carrier battlegroups.
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USS North Carolina. USS Alabama, and USS Massachusetts appear to meet the
criteria for designation. These ships were all fast new American battleships
that illustrate the role of the battleship as the protector of the aircraft
carrier. USS North Carolina and DSS Alabama are in excellent condition and
retain their World War II integrity. USS Massachusetts is in good condition
and retains her World War II Integrity. All three ships saw action in the
Pacific during World War II.
USS Missouri does not appear to meet the criteria for designation. USS Missouri
is perhaps the most famous American battleship dating from the war. It was on
her deck on September 2, 1945, that the Japanese signed the surrender ending
World War II» For many years she was In reserve in the navy yard at Bremerton,
Washington. In 1983 the navy moved her from Bremerton to Long Beach, California,
to prepare the ship for active duty. As a result of her modernization, USS
Missouri has lost her World War II integrity. It is recommended that in view
of her significant association with the end of the war, that when she is released
from active service, that her condition be examined again to determine her
potential for designation as a National Historic Landmark.
In addition to the above battleships, USS New Jersey, USS Iowa and USS Wisconsin
were examined in the study. USS New Jersey and USS Iowa do not appear to meet
the criteria for designation because they have been modernized and returned to
active service by the navy and have lost their World War II integrity. USS
Wisconsin is the last Iowa class battleship still retained by the navy that has
not been modernized. USS Wisconsin is now in the Philadelphia Naval Yard and
is scheduled for activation in 1986. Because this activation will result in
the destruction of the historic character of USS Wisconsin, the ship will not
meet the criteria for designation as a National Historic Landmark.
USS Texas now preserved in San Jacinto, Texas, is a World War I era battleship
that saw extensive service in World War II and Is already a National Historic
Landmark.
Cruisers
Pes Moines class
7.

USS Pes Moines (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

By 1942 cruisers had become the principal surface combat ship in the Pacific.
In addition to screening the fast attack carriers, cruisers carried out gunnery
raids on enemy held shores, provided fire support for amphibious operations and
were given many assignments in support of general fleet operations. .Of the
many existing types and classes of American cruisers that fought in the Pacific
none has survived unaltered today. USS Pes Moines is the culmination of wartime
American cruiser development. She is the first of a class bf ships'designed to
effectively compete against Japanese cruisers in World War II. .Although she
was not commissioned until after the end of the war her design1 concept and
equipment date from the war. She represents one of the last big; gun wartime
cruisers in existence today. She Is still retained by the navy in the reserve
fleet at the Philadelphia Naval Yard along with two other Pes Moines class
crusiers, USS Salem and USS Newport News. She is the first ship of her class
and is in the best condition of the three cruisers.
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USS Little Rock, a Cleveland class heavy cruiser, now preserved as a war memorial
In Buffalo, New York, was also inspected. Although she is in good condition and
well maintained, USS Little Rock has lost her historic character and does not
appear to meet the criteria for designation as a National Historic Landmark. In
i960 the navy converted USS Little Rock to a Talos missile cruiser. She was
commissioned on June 1945 and "saw no World War II service.
•»

Destroyers »\ v
Fletcher classVi. ;. '

"—nr-sS^*. i"
8. USS Klridl.( B^ton Rouge, Louisiana)
- 9. USS. CaVsiri "Young (Boston, Massachusetts)
10. USS The Sullivans (Buffalo, New York)
Allen M. Sumner class
11.

USS Laffey (Charleston, South Carolina)

Gearing class
12.

USS Joseph P. Kennedy,' Jr. (Fall River, Massachusetts)

Destroyers in World War II were general all purpose ships ready to fight off
attacks from the air., on the surface; or from below the sea. They could be
called upon to give fire support to troops, deliver mail and people to other
ships, rescue pilots, and serve as the distant early warning eyes of the fleet
in hostile waters.
Fletcher class destroyers are particularly significant and played a major role in
the defeat of Japan in the Pacific. Fletcher class destroyers were the first to
break with design practices that had developed as a result of the London Treaty
of 1930. They were large ships that carried sufficient food, fuel, ammunition
and stores for extended operations In the Pacific. With 175 built, Fletcher
class destroyers were the largest class of destroyers constructed by the United
States in World War II. USS Kldd, USS Cassin Young, and USS The Sullivans are
all Fletcher class destroyers. USS Kldd is In excellent condition and retains
her World War II integrity. USS Cassin Young and USS The Sullivans are in good
condition and retain most of their World War II Integrity. All three appear to
meet the criteria for designation.
USS Laffey, an Alan M. Sumner class destroyer, also appears to meet the criteria
for designation. The Alan M. Sumner class was an interim design between the
Fletcher class and the much improved Gearing class. USS Laffey is particularly
significant because of her action on April 16, 1945, when she fought one of the
most famous destroyer-kamikaze duels of the Pacific War. In the space of 90
minutes she was attacked by 22 Japanese kamikazes and bombers. During this
action USS Laffey managed to shoot down 11 of the attacking planes while being
hit by five kamikazes and two bombs killing 32 and wounding 71 of her crew.
USS Laffey was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation for this action.
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affey is the only Alan M. Sumner class destroyer surviving today in the
United States. She is in fair condition and has lost some of her World War II
integrity.
USS Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., a Gearing class destroyer, appears to meet the
criteria for designation. The Gearing class was a late World War II design and
represents the ultimate development in World War II destroyer design. USS
Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. is in good condition and, although modernized, retains
much of her World War II integrity. She is the only surviving Gearing class
destroyer today in the United States.
L

USS Stewart, a World War II PET class destroyer escort, was also examined during
the course of this study. USS Stewart is in Galveston, Texas displayed with
the submarine USS Cavalla at Sea Wolf Park.
^——————
#
Although USS Stewart Is the last surviving destroyer escort dating from World
War II she does not appear to meet the criteria for designation because of her
poor condition. It is recommended that USS Stewart be examined again in the
future and, if her condition is improved, that she be considered for possible
designation because she is the last representative of an Important class of
warship that saw service In the Pacific.
Submarines
Gato class
13.
14.
15.
16.

USS
USS
USS
USS

Silversides (Chicago, Illinois)
Drum (Mobile, Alabama)
Cobia (Manitowoc, Wisconsin)
£od_ (Cleveland, Ohio)
•-*

•
•

.

•-.;
•3

"V

Balao class
17.
18.
19.
20.

USS
USS
USS
USS

Bowfin (Honolulu, Hawaii)
Pampanito (San Francisco, California)
Lionfish (Fall River, Massachusetts
Becuna (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Tench class
21.

USS Torsk (Baltimore, Maryland)

The role of American submarines in the war against Japan cannot be .overestimated.•-_._
During four years of war, American submarines sank more than?o00,000 tons of
Japanese warships and more than 5,000,000 tons of merchant shipping. This was
accomplished by a force that never numbered more than two percent of naval
personnel engaged in the war. American submarines formed a 'blockade that
denied Japan the oil, food, and other raw materials she needed to. continue to
fight. By 1945, without this commerce and the raw materials it supplied to her
war effort, Japan found it impossible to continue the war outside of the
homeland.-
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The Gato class was the standard design for American submarines at the beginning
of World War II. The Gato class, and its successor, the Balao class, bore the
brunt of the fighting against Japan during the war. Gato class submarines were
successful boats that proved to be fast, strong, well armed, arid suited to the
long-range patrols necessary to fight in the Pacific. USS Silversides, DSS
Drum, USS Cobia, and USS Cod are all Gato class submarines. They all appear to
meet the criteria for designation as National Historic Landmarks. USS Silversides and OSS "Drum are In excellent condition, retain their World War II integrity, and have'significant war records. USS Cobia is in excellent condition,
retains her . WorJjd War II Integrity and saw service In the Pacific during the
war. USS_ Cod -is'-iri good condition, retains her World War II integrity and saw
service rp^thef Pacific during the war. USS Cod is the only World War II
submarine preserved as a war memorial that has not been altered to accommodate
visitor access. Visitors to USS Cod must enter the submarine the same way the
sailors did in World War II.
Two additional Gato class submarines, USS Croaker (Groton, Connecticut) and USS
Cavalla (Galveston, Texas), were Inspected during this study. USS Croaker
shows a severe loss of her World War II integrity and for this reason does not
appear to meet the criteria for designation as a National Historic Landmark.
USS Croaker is missing twp of her forward torpedo tubes, one complete diesel
engine, parts of two other diesel engines, both periscopes, and much of her
internal equipment.
USS Cavalla" had a highly significant war record in the Pacific, earning a
Presidential Unit Citation, and sinking the Japanese aircraft carrier Shokaku
on June 19, 1944. After the war, USS Cavalla was converted into a snorkelequipped Guppy submarine. USS Cavalla does not appear to meet the criteria
for designation because of her seriously deteriorated condition. The wooden
deck of USS Cavalla has been replaced with concrete, her interior is dirty and
vandalized, and her exterior is severely rusted.
Balao class submarines were an improved version of the previous Gato class.
They were designed to dive to a depth of 400 feet as opposed to the 300 feet
for Gato class boats. Like Gato class submarines they were built In large
numbers and carried much of the burden of the submarine war in the Pacific.
USS Bowfin, USS Pampanito, USS Lionfish and USS Becuna are all Balao class
submarines. They all appear to meet the criteria for designation as National
Historic Landmarks.
USS Bowfin and USS Pampanito are in excellent condition, retain their World War
II integrity, and have significant war records. USS Lionfish Is In excellent
condition, retains her World War II integrity, and saw service in the Pacific.
USS Becuna is in good condition, has some loss of her World War II integrity,
and saw service in the Pacific.
USS Ling (Hackensack, New Jersey) was not visited during this study because she
saw no service in the Pacific. USS Batfish (Muskogee, Oklahoma) was not visited
because the owners could not be located. USS Clamagore does not appear to meet
the criteria for designation because of the loss of her World War II integrity
and her lack of service in the Pacific.
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USS Torsk appears to meet the criteria for designation because she is the only
surviving Tench class submarine that saw service in the Pacific. Tench class
boats were improved copies of the previous Gato/Balao classes and represent the
final submarine design of World War II. USS Torsk is particularly significant
in that she fired the last torpedoes of World War II and is credited with
sinking the last Japanese combat ships to be lost In the war. USS Torsk Is In
good condition with some loss of her World War II integrity.
USS Requin, (Tampa, Florida), another Tench class submarine, is now preserved
as a war memorial. USS Requin was not visited because of her lack of service
in the Pacific. USS Requin arrived at Pearl Harbor lust two weeks before the
end of the war.
Minesweepers
Admirable class
22.
23.

USS Hazard (Omaha, Nebraska)
USS Inaugural (St. Louis, Missouri)

USS Hazard and USS Inaugural appear to meet the criteria for designation as
National Historic Landmarks. They are fleet minesweepers of the Admirable
class that represent the role of the many support ships designed to service and
protect larger naval - vessels in operation against Japan in World War II. The
purpose of fleet minesweepers was to arrive before the main battle fleet and
sweep the area for mines. Minesweepers remained with the fleet during operations
constantly sweeping for enemy mines. Minesweepers were the first navy vessels
to arrive in a new area and the last to leave.
USS Hazard is one of the best preserved and maintained World War II warships In
the country today. She was taken out of operation in 1946 and has survived as
a museum ship in Omaha with all of her systems "and equipment Intact. She
possesses total integrity and is a time capsule of a World War II-era navy
minesweeper. USS Hazard served in the Pacific in 1945.
USS Inaugural is in fair condition and has lost a substantial amount of her
World War II integrity. She Is now being restored to her World War II configuration. She served In the Pacific In 1945.
Torpedo Boats
24.

PT 796 (Fall River, Massachusetts)

PT 796 is a HIggins-type torpedo boat built for service in World-;.War II. PT —..
Boats were small, fast, and ultimately expendable interdiction ^sh'ips, armed
with torpedoes and machine guns for cutting enemy commuhicationi lines, for
harassing enemy forces, and for short-range oceanic scouting. vJPT. Boats were a
significant American naval warship type in World War II and were responsible
_ for numerous enemy losses in warships, material, and personnel. \ >
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PT 796 appears to meet the criteria for designation because she is the best
remaining example of this type of warship in the country today. She is in
excellent condition and retains her World War II integrity.
Liberty Ships
25.

SS Jeremiah O'Brien (San Francisco, California)

Liberty Ships were an emergency response to a critical shortage of maritime
cargo ships . jtni World War II. Manned by merchant seamen and a naval armed
guard, they carried all types of war supplies throughout the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans.*-More;than 2,700 Liberty Ships were constructed during the war. They
were alL.built to a standardized design and represent the unexcelled industrial
capacity of the United States to prepare and transport war supplies all over
the world during the war. Liberty Ships were armed for defense and many of
them participated in combat with enemy forces.
SS Jeremiah O'Brien appears to meet the criteria for designation because she is
the sole operable unaltered survivor of this great fleet of ships built during
the war. She represents the largest class of ships constructed by the United
States during the war.v SS Jeremiah O'Brien is in excellent condition and
retains her World War II integrity.
Foreign Warships

,

_

^

Submarines
26.

U-505 (Chicago, Illinois)

U-505 is a German World War II type IXC submarine that served in the Atlantic
during World War II. Between 1941 and 1945 the American Navy and Merchant
Marine fought bloody battles with German submarines for cont rol of the sea
lanes to Europe. It was only after the defeat of the German submarine menace
by 1943 that men and war materiel began to flood British ports in preparation
for the Invasion of France in June 1944.
U-505 was selected to be preserved by the United States Navy as a tribute to
the heroism of thousands of Americans who fought in the Battle for the Atlantic
In World War II and as a war memorial to the many who died in this effort.
U-505 represents the determination of the United States to gain victory over
Germany in World War II. It was only after victory was won in the Atlantic
that the full attention of the United States could be directed to the naval war
against Japan. U-505 is in good condition and substantially retains her World
War II integrity. She is the only surviving German type IXC submarine In the
world today.

7, Description
Condition
excellent
_X_good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed
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Check one
unaltered
J L . altered

Check one
N / A o r i g i n a l site
moved
date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

USS Torsk (SS-423) was b u i l t by the U.S. Navy a t Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
She was launched on September 6, 1944, and was placed i n commission on December
16, 1944.
USS Torsk i s a f l e e t - t y p e submarine of t h e Tench c l a s s . The Tench c l a s s were
v i r t u a l copies of the Gato and Balao c l a s s e s ; however, they were more s t r o n g l y
b u i l t than the Gato/Balao c l a s s e s and had a b e t t e r i n t e r n a l l a y o u t , which
i n c r e a s e d t h ^ i r displacement by about 35-40 t o n s . The deck of the boat i s made
of teakwood, and the e x t e r i o r i s p a i n t e d b l a c k .
S p e c i f i c s h i p data concerning USS Torsk i s :
Length:
Beam:
Speed:

311 f e e t
27 feet

Armament:

T

Draft:

1,800 tons s u r f a c e / 2,500 tons
submerged

17 feet

20 knots surface / 9 knots submerged

Design Depth:

USS

Displacement:

400 feet

Crew:

8 Officers 74 Enlisted

Ten torpedo tubes, 6 forward and 4 aft, with 14 reloads, total 24
torpedos, various combinations of antiaircraft guns

- o r s k w a s a pre-snorkel submarine operating underwater
powered by a diesel electric system.
In 1951 USS Torsk
snorkel-equipped Guppy submarine that allowed the boat to
engines underwater. During this conversion all the boat's
removed and the conning tower was enclosed by a new sail
reduce underwater water resistence.

on batteries, and
was converted to a
operate her diesel
exterior guns were
casing designed to

USS Torsk is in good condition, and aside from the addition of the snorkel and
the exterior changes, retains much of her World War II integrity.

8- Significance
Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
..1500-1599
1600-1S99
. . 1700-1799
1800-1899
__../> 1900-

Specific dates
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Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e — C h e c k
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture
art
commerce
communications

1944-1945

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
X
engineering
.m
exploration settlement
industry
...
invention

Builder Architect

landscape architecture
religion
law
.... science
literature
. . . sculpture
military
... . social'
usic
humanitarian
philosophy
theater
politics government
transportation
other (specify)

Portsmouth Naval

Shipyard

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph}
In the conflict against Japan in World War II, the role and importance of the
submarine forces of the United States cannot be overestimated. American submarines sank more than 600,000 tons of enemy warships and more than 5,000,000
tons of merchant, shipping, thus destroying much of Japan's ocean commerce.
This was accomplished by a force that never numbered more than two percent of
naval personnel engaged in the war. The American submarine war against Japan
created a blockade that denied her the oil, iron ore, food, and other raw
materials she needed to continue to fight. By 1945 this submarine war made it
all but impossible for Japanese ships to sail the ocean. Without this commerce
and the raw materials it supplied to her war effort, Japan found it impossible
to continue the war outside of the homeland.*
USS Torsk represents U.S. Submarine forces that fought against Japan in World
War II for the following reasons:
1. USS Torsk is a World War II Tench class submarine. The Tench class was a late
World War II submarine design that represented the continued attempt by the
U.S. Navy to improve on the previously successful Gato/Balao classes. Only ten
Tench class submarines, including USS Torsk, were commissioned in time to see
service in the Pacific during World War II.
2. USS Torsk conducted two war patrols and sank 3 Japanese ships totaling 2,473
tons. USS Torsk was awarded two battle stars for her World War II service.
3. USS Torsk is credited with firing the last torpedoes and sinking
Japanese combatant ships of World War II, when on August 14, 1945,
the Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No. 13 and Coast Defense Vessel No.
With the sinking of these two vessels the U.S. Navy completed its
begun on December 7, 1941, to sweep.the oceans of Japanese merchant
and warships.

the last
she sank
47.
mission,
shipping

4. USS Torsk is in good condition and, although altered as a Guppy submarine,
retains much of her World War II integrity.
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FOOTNOTES
*Drew Middleton, Submarine—The Ultimate Navy Weapon-Its Past, Present, and
Future (Chicago, Illinois: Playboy Press, 1976), pp. 109-12.
Edwin P. Hoyt, Submarine at War—The History of the American Silent Service
(New York: Stein and Day, 1983), pp. 297-98.
Richard H. O'Kane, Clear the Bridge (New York:
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according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title

date

For NP8 use only
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

Keeper of the National Register
Attest'
Chief of Regtetrstkw
OPO i t 4 » T § t

_S

_____________

B-4112

Tench Class Fleet Submarine—USS TORSK (SS423)

USS Torsk B-4112
Baltimore East
18/361220/4349400

Mapped by the Army Map Service
Edited and published by the Geological Survey
Control by USGS, USC4GS, USCE.and City of Baltimore
Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetrie
methods. Aerial photographs taken 1943. Field checked 1944
Culture revised by the Geological Survey 1953
Hydrography compiled from USC&GS Chart 545 (1951)
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Maryland coordinate system
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,
zone 18. shown in blue
Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown
Revisions shown in purple compiled by Geological Survey from
aerial photograpT> taken 1966. This information not field checked
Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas

