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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hyattsville Post Office is a one-story brick building constructed over
a full basement. The building is rectangular in plan and faces north onto
Gallatin Street. The Post Office consists of a central, three-pbay bleck
flanked by smaller one bay pavilions. The central block has a pitchag,
slate roof with brick gable ends terminating in stylized chimnevys; the
vavilions have flat roofs. A frame cupola crowns the center of the pitched
roof. The entrance to the building is located at the center of the Galla-
tin Street facade.

The wells are detailed in Flemish boné brick with flush mortar. The
building rests on a masonry watertable. Stylized limestcne quoins articu-
late thz corners of the central block and the pavilicns. There ares three
rounc-arched cpenings in the central block and single rectangular openings
in each of the pavilions. The arch surrcurcing the entrance is cetailed in
limestons and features a molded keystone and shallow impost blocks. Srxrzhes
above the windows of the central pavilion are composed of headsrs wizh
simple linestone impost blocks and keystones. The rectancular windows are
torped by brick jack arches. Single panels are set within the wall asove
each rectangular opening. A limestone cornice with modillion blocks Tro-
jects above a frieze on the central plock. "UNITED STATES POST OFFICE" is
incisea within the frieze. The pavilions are surmounted by a narrow, flush
cornice. Five granite steps with a simple wroucht iron rail lead from the
sidewalk to the entrance. Decorative wrought and cast iron coach lam
project Irom the building at either side of the entrance.

The entrance features a fanlight transom abcve panelled and glazed doors.
Interlaces decorate the head above the six-light transom. An entablature
with a fluted frieze extends below the transom. “HYATTSVILLE 5" is
incised within a recessed panel above the docrs. The rectangular windows
are composed of nine-over-six sash; the round arched windows of eighteen-
over-eight sash.

(See Centinuaticn Shest)
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The interior of the Post Ofifice consists of a oublic lopby at the front of
the building with the work rocm andé ancillary soaces locatad at the rear
ana in tns pasement. Tne Postmaster's offics, located in the northwest
corner, orens bcth intc the lecpby and the werkrcom. A clazed vestibule
Drojects Irom tne entrance into the lcbbv. The vestipule featurss Colenial
ravival detailing suchn as raised panels and cilasters. The rectangular
lobpy aisclavs marble wainscot and basedbcards.  The door surround framing
the lcopbv dcer te the Postmaster’s Cffice is articulatea with pilasters ana
a full entaplature. Six murals by Eugene Kingman decorate the lcbbv. The
murals refer To the acricultural heritage of Prince Gecrge's County. A
cornstalx pcraer pelow each mural ties their composition tocether. The
murals consist of vignettes depicting horses grazing benind a fence, a
raral cnurcn, Irame structures alonc wazer masts of sailbcats visible
in the backcround, plougned fields, ana fie beinc worked. Rural aeli-
very mali ooxes empellish the forecround of ral oI the murals.

slan ramain v the same. Tne lcoboy retains a remarkable decree

cf intecrity. The only changes there consist of a rough ashlar stone

ol ied 1n tne ncriheast portion arnd overnead fixtures that are
-
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTORIC  — ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION

__1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _.CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION — MILITARY __SOCIAL'HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 X-ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC —_THEATER

—.1800-1899 —COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
X 1900 _.COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS -GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIEW)

_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
1935 Louis A, Simon, Supervisipne Arch,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hyattsville Post Office, built in 1935, is one of the most archi-

tecturally distinguished 20th century buildings in Hyattsville.

An excel-

lent example of Colonial Revival architecture, the Hyattsville Post Office
reflects the attention Hyattsville resident and Fourth Assistant Postmaster
General Smith W. Purdum paid to its construction. Prior to the opening of
the Prince George's County Postal Facility in 1970, the Hyattsville Post
Office functioned as the center of mail distribution for the rapialy

growing southern portion of Prince George’s County.

The Hyattsville Post

Office meets Criterion C ("embodies the aistinquishing characteristics of a
type...possesses high artistic values") because of its handsome acaptation
of Colonial precedents. In the future, the building may also meet Cri-
terion B ("associated with the lives of persons significant in our past")
as the passage of time permits objective evaluation of long-time postmaster

Egbert F. Tingley and mural artist Eugene Kingman.

HISTORY

The Hvattsville Post Office is an excellent example of Colonial revival
architecture that gains additional significance through its local context.
Typical of Maryland post offices designed by the Office of Supervising
Architect of the Treasury, the Hyattsville Post Office relies on American

Georgian precedents for its massing and ornamental vocabulary.
size and scale is well suited to Colonial revival treatment.

I1ts modest

The national

connotations of this style and its link with Maryland architectural tradi-
tion are especially appropriate for a civic building of this type.

The Hyattsville Post Office, while similar to other post offices throughout
Maryland, is an unusually effective adaptation of Colonial revival. The
proportions and massing of the building are exceptionally handsome. Unlike
many post offices of this period which have five continuous bays, the
proportions of the three bay facade of the central block function well with
the building’s height and cupola. The use of a central block with flanking

(See Continuation Sheets)
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pavilions recalls aisposition characteristic of the Marviand and Virginia
Tidewater. Tnis massing creates a harmonious reiationship between the
cupola and the central block and hignlights the gabi= ends. The guoins add
furtner empnasis te the handsome composition. {Cocrrespondence curing the
builaing’'s construction reveals dilssatisfaction with the appearance of
skvlights, now cone, from above the flat roof. This may explain wny subse-—
guent post cifices utilizeda a continuous five bav facade topped by a sin-
gle, pitchec rooi.)

™me archltect“ral cgaality of the HyattS\ 1lle Post Ciiice may be attributed
tc Hyattsville resident Smitn W. Purdum’s position as Fourth Assist ar
Postmaster General in charge of the LlVlSiOh of EnqinvalnYJ anc Resear
His residence was on Gallatin Street about four plocks from the Post
C’*‘ce. {(Int r\lew with Francis . Gearyv.) Correspondence shows that
raum himself devoted attention to the construction of the building as
well as te the a@s;gn and execution of the murals. (Reccra Group 121, Item

-

31.)

Within *he contex‘ of ;her early 20th centur,y building Hyattsville,
' hg Hyattsville possesses itecturally
' 1t resiqen tlal nelghdcrnoods encomoassine a Vavwa‘” of late 19tn
and early 20th century Styles. Its commercial anc civic rch¢tect;re from
! : however, far mors modsest and Consists pLAUarll rerna-=
with party walls having little architectural oretension.
form a DAaCKArop Ioy Hyvattsvi otemcL_Ly free-
nal Struct¢res like tne National Guara Armory, the Post

© Service Bullaing. The gquality of its desi Q
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st Office one of the most architecturally dis-

e eé
these puildings.

tructure to house the
t lanc on which
le Pcst Cffice was buil;. AJL Seiaenspinner, Col

= H V] L 1ege Heights
Estates rezaltor, egobLatea tne sale of tne proverty for $7,300. ("I
Believe in America," pe. 6, 21-22.) Architectural drawings show that site
survevs had commenced by O"*OCQr 1934, By January 31, 1935 the construc-
tion contract had peen signad and work pegan on March 18 cf that vear.

Pestmaster General James A. Farley laid tne cornerstone on June 19, 1933,
Fourth Assistant Postmaster General Smitn W. Purdum, both Maryland sena-
tors, and 200 other dignitaries were also on hand. Blauner Construction
Ccmpany of Chicago built the second-class postal facility at a cost of
S76,000. James N. Pieiffer and C. Tarrant were amonc the stonemasons; James
T. Haggett was one cf the pricklayers. (Washington Post, June 20, 1933, p.
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12; Record Group 121.) Suppliers for the building included the following:
Marple walnscet & basepoarcs Gray Knox dMarble Co., Knoxville
Exterior light fixtures Micnaels Art Bronze Co.
lamestone Incian Hill Stone Co., Bloomington

TiCK United Clay Proaucts, D.C.
Granite Frank Peach, Granite, Mc.
Terrazzo Starcard Art Marble & Tile, D.C.
Lanascaping Hvattsvilie Nursery.

The builaing was occupiea on Octoper 19, 1835, (Record Grcocup 121,
"tvattsville Post Cffice Recoras Town's History," Prince George's Senti-
nel, March 20, 1969, p. 16.)

The Hyattsville Post Office was aesigned under tne authoritv of Louls A.
mon, Supervising Arcnitect of tl v. Names appearing on the
ude F.H. McCrary, AN, Clark,

m

arcnitectural drawings for the puilding inc

Spittel, rlanagcan, Santelmann, Moors, S asey, and Bover. F.H. McCrary
chackad most of the drawings wnilch are datea December 1934, Caleb C. Motz
supervisad construction for the Treasury.

Coerresponaence indicates the commission for murals within the builaing
Troved LYol y 1

z lematic. Initially there was to be only a single mural over the
Postiraster’'s door. Mervin Jules cf Balti ie! ly won a competi ition
DUt hils actual cesign did not match the promise of his ini tlal sKketcn. At

thz sucgestion of the Hyattsville mayor and pestmaster, Jules  scheme fea-

tured a postal theme. In a letter to Edwara E. Rowan, Superintendent of

tne Painting and Sculpture Section, Jules wrote, "In speaking with tnese

1eoule I iearned that tne town 1s largelv resicential naving no inaustries

wnatsoevar. Also that they were not at all entnusiastic about the idea of

sing cal history as the supject matter." (Record Group 121, Item 133.)
R

using 1
Jules balked at reaesign aemandec by

centract i1ndicates thnat the medlum was
were commissioned for $§139C. Ballarc
lation. Kingman was approacned on the pbasis of his entry to a compebltlon
for the Justice Department. Early in the discussions with Kingman the
numoer of murals was increased and ths concept of using a frieze to unify
the murals was put forward. Rowan recommendea scenes of Hyattsville coun-
rvside as the subject matter. "In view of tpe fact that this is the home
of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General {Smith Purdum} who 1s an enthu-
siast about horses I hope that vour subiject matter will be able to include
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som2 norses in the desicn."  (Rowan to Kingman, Novemper 5, 1936.) Rowan's
i en an attempt tone to bPurdum for tne Treasury

-
s
IS regusst to suostitute a Trotiling

ner vane., (Purduam te Procurement Divisicon,

Smith Purauwm proposed that > of Hyattsville, a civic leacer
=) Y 1 ¥ !
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nd member of the Prince George s C advise Kingman cn

tne murals.  Mrs. ®ay was instrumen he nunber ¢ mirals

T 3~ : —- —~
i Can uss 1n the
-

ana arove Ringman around t
a5 appear to pe the
ne

aesigns."  (Ringman to Rowan, April
most closely scrutinized aspect © introduction cf
elthar & plack, piepala or aapd clor variety ana
irterest.” (Rowan to Kingman, March 3 2 m, who personally
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Kincman s rerputation as a sc=nic painter made hlm an oobvious cnecice for
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Tne Hyattsvillie Post Office has had conly four postmasters auring tne 50
vear history of the pressant puilding. (Hvattsville's first nestmaster,
Crnristopbher C. Hyatt, was the town s f[cunder.} iMary W. Tise ssrved fror
the kil = ni 1956, She was followea py Echerc
. { C ; { -1975), and Martin Jovcs (1975-
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M ; gley w SrS ity Maryland craduate and a nember of
£ e of Delegates. (Hyattsville Independent, June 5, 1936, w. 1.}
B natives of Hvattsvilie. The Post Cifice was upgradsa from a
t second-class post office on July 1, 1924 and aavanced to a
rirst-class post ofiilce in 1942.
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Tne Hvattsville Post Cffice zlsc r=lates to themes in Hyvattsvililie and
rince Georgs's County recsnt nhistory and may also meet Criterion A (M"as-—
+ 1 1 ®)

sociated witn events that have made a significant contripution toe the broad
patterns of our history.") Tne twentieth century nistory of Hyattsville
and southern Prince Gecrue's County nas peen cnaracterized by the transi-
tion from railroad transportaticn to tne automopile and by the replacement
of agricultural land use with suburpan develcpmsnt. Indeeq, Prince

ville was varticularliy ssnsitive to SNIITing
a the major nignway

ana Ohilo Rallroeoad

G2orge’s County was among the fastest growina counties in the nation during
P , ;

and 1950s. Evatt
o in

—

0
W
[

se the Hvattsville Post COffice encompasssed largs tracts of unasveliopea
: : - )

lana within its geographic bcunaariss, 1t was particularly affecrtad by the
larce-scale suburban development cnaracterizing southern Prince Georce
County. Tne Hyattsville Pos ics pecame tne central postal facility for
scuthern Prince George's eventually, encompassing branches in
Eamonston, Cheverly, west i i

Crillum, Tuxeco, Wast Lanham Hill

gueens Chapeli, Prince Gs

in 1933, the Hyattsville ) 1s
nunoer haa grown to 45,000, and 182,020
; ilation

evel

d no

1957

1ied

as one of

VEry WOrs icns 1n the entire country." (Tingley to
. Faci ] rements, USPL, June 3, 1937.) In 19532

same as Silver Spring, and

baltimore City. And all !

s n lass cifice for aticrn. of apout 14,0CC." (Tingley to
S v 31, 1952, ingi=y began 13 lonc crusads Ior ade-
quate postal ifacilities for i 1942, a camrualion tnat dia not vield
results until the Prince Georgs Postal Facility was complieted some 30
vears later in 1970.
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WORKS CONSULTED

Books:

Short, C.w., ana Stanlev-Brown, R. Public Buildings: A Survey of
Architecture of Projects Constructed by Federal and Other Governmental
Bodies Between the Years of 1933 and 1939 with the Assistance of the
Public Works Administration. Wwashincton, D.C.: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1939. (Library cf Concress)

Virta, Alan. Prince George’s County: A Pictorial History. The Donning
1

Puplishers, ca. 1985. (Prince Gescrge's County Memoria

Newspapers and Periodicals:

"Farley Visions a Silver Lining at Hyattsville." Washington Post, Juns 20,

Hyattsville Independent, June 5, 1936. (Hyattsville Post Cifice)

"hyattsvillie Post Cffice, Establisned in 1859, Marxs First 100 Years." The
Prince George s Post, J (

"Hyattsviile Prouc of Imorovemen
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Drawings:

brints of Architectural Drawings for the Hyattsville Post Office. (HPO)
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Manuscripts and Unpublished Sources:
Cerresponcence of bopert F. Tincleyv. (HPO)

Hvattsville Post COffice Scrapoook. {(HPO)

"T Relieve in America: 90 Years of Coxmunity Growtil anc Development 1n the
Citv of Hvattsville." Souvenir Bocklet procaucea oy Hvattsville Mayor
and City Council, 1976. (PGCML]

Marylanc-hNational Capital Parx anc Planning Commission. "Historic Sites &
Districts Plan: Prince George's County, Maryland." n.d. (PGCML)

record Group 121, Items 31 ana 133. (National Archives)

Interviews
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _aPpPTroOX. 145 ft. x 145 ft. or .482 acres
UTM REFERENCES Washington East Quadrangle, D.C. - Maryland; scale 1:24000

aligl Lla 7,700 leollestnyd el J Lt Lo JL ]

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
el e b b by o S N T R

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 26, 27, and 28, Block "B" in Wine and Johnson's 2nd Addition to Hyattsville

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CCODE ZOUNTY CODE

EE1 FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ' TITLE

Betty Bird October 27, 1985
ORGANIZATION DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

2025 Eve Street, N.W., Suite 801 202-463-2033

CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Vashinetcn, D.C. 20006
m CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIL PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YESK” NO____ NONE ’ :

STATE ORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
in compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the ‘National Register. certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to

evaluate i1ts significance. The ‘evaluated level of significance I1s National State Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE DATE
FOR NPS USE ONLY
} HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
DATE

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPOC 899-214
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