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Property Name: St. John's Episcopal Church 

Address: 11040 Baltimore Avenue (US 1) 

Inventory Number: _P_G_:6_1_-9 _____ _ 

Inventory Number: _P_G_:6_1_-9 _____ _ 

City: Beltsville Zip Code: 20705 

County: Prin._ce_G_e_o~rg~e_s _______ _ USGS Topographic Map: ~B~e~lt~sv~i~ll~e ____ _ 

Owner: Vestry of Zion Parish Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: _2_8 ___ _ Tax Map Number: _1_9 __ _ Tax Account ID Number: 1007097 

Project: US 1/MD 201: Sunnyside Avenue to MD 198 Agency: _S_H_A ________ _ 

Site visit by MHT staff: ·--no _X_yes Name: CAL/TJT Date: 04/01/2003 

Is the property is located within a historic district? ____ yes _X_ no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district ___ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __ _yes ____ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __X_yes no 

_ Criteria: A B X C D Considerations: X A B c D E F G None 
-- --

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Project Review and Compliance Files 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The St. John's Episcopal Church was previously evaluated for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places as part of 
SHA's Short-Term Congestion Relief Project in 1999. The church complex was determined not eligible for the National 
Register as part of that consultation. Based on a site visit to the church by MHT staff in April 2003, the National Register 
eligibility of the property is being reconsidered. 

The church is one of the few nineteenth century resources that remain to illustrate the early development of the Beltsville 
community. The earliest church on this site was constructed in 1856. Fire and storms demolished the first two churches. The 
present church, constructed in 1877-1878, is the third church at the site. A cemetery located at the rear of the church contains a 
range of elaborate headstones that date from 1809 to present and demonstrates the long-term occupation of the property by the 
parish. 

The church complex consists of the church (1877-78), a parish hall (1924) and cemetery (1809-present). The church retains the 
character-defining elements of a rural religious structure with Gothic influences, such as the steeply-pitched roof, bell tower 
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with open belfry and large round-headed windows. Intact details include the brick arches, wood entrance doors, wood louvered 
windows on the bell tower and multiple stained glass windows. 

Alterations to the building complex include an enclosed breezeway between the church and parish hall (circa 1960), an addition 
to the parish hall (1991) and the enclosure of the parish hall porch (1991). These alterations are complementary in materials 
and scale to the historic buildings on the property and do not detract from the overall feeling or integrity of the property. 

In addition, the church's location on a bluff overlooking the intersection of Baltimore A venue (US 1) and Powder Mill Road 
(MD 212) is screened by evergreen trees that lessen the visual and audible impact of the heavily-traveled roadways. 

St. John's Episcopal Church is a designated historic site by the Historic Preservation division of the Prince George's County 
Department of Planning (M-NCPPC). Despite some alterations to the property over the years, the M-NCPPC has never felt that 
the property should be removed from their list of designated historic sites. 

St. John's Episcopal Church is eligible for the National Register under Criterion C, and Criteria Consideration A, as an early 
example of Beltsville's development and as a good example of a rural church with Gothic style influences that maintains its 
integrity and illustrates the growth of the parish over time. Contributing resources and elements include the main church, parish 
hall, cemetery and vegetative buffer that surrounds the property. 

Prepared by: _ Tim_T_a~m~bumn~~· ~o~-------- Date Prepared: 04/11/2003 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
Montgomery-Prince George's Short-term Congestion Relief 

Property Name: St. John's Episcopal Church 

Property Address 11040 Baltimore Avenue. Beltsville. Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Vestry of Zion Parish/Box 14, Beltsville, MD 20705 
Year Built 1877 1924 1991 

Description: 

Survey No.: ?G:61-9 

uS l@MD212 
Attachment ~ 
St. John's Church (PG61-9) 
Evaluation and Boundary 

St. John's Episcopal Church was previously surveyed in 1988. At that time no determination of eligibility was made, and no 
boundaries were delineated. 

Since the church was previously surveyed, a 2-story brick office wing has been added to the south side of the Parish House. 
The office wing has a side-gable roof covered in asphalt shingles. It has a grooved concrete foundation, and a second story 
covered in brick and weatherboard. The office wing has 6/6 double-hung and 12/12 double-hung windows. It blends 
harmoniously with the site and the other buildings. 

The church and Parish House are otherwise unchanged. 

National Register Ellglbillty: 

The St. John's Episcopal Church Property, constructed circa 1877, with the Parish House added in 1924 and an office wing 
added in 1991, is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, as an excellent example of a gothic­
revival church property. The property represents the early development of Beltsville. It has excellent integrity, and retains 
its steep-pitched roof, bell tower, round-arched stained-glass windows and associated cemetery. This property meets Criteria 
Consideration A, as it is a religious property which derives its primary significance from its architectural distinction. The 

.Property is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends 
;;nificant in the development of national, state, or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no 

association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. Finally, 
the structure has no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion D. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

The National Register boundaries of the St. John's Episcopal Church Property follow the current property lines of 11040 
Baltimore Avei1ue (Tax Map 19 and Parcel 28 of Block 17). This 1.3 hectare (3.22 acres) parcel is bounded on the south 
and west by adjacent tax parcels on the west by Baltimore Avenue, and on the east by Powder Mill Road. The boundary 
includes the church building, Parish House, office wing and cemetery. According to deed research, the property was 
originally part of a .6 hectare (1.5-acre) parcel which was purchased by the Vestry of Zion Parish in 1855. 

Page 1 
Preparer: 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
··-··-~"----



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
Montgomery-Prince George's Short-term Congestion Relief 

Property Name: St. John's Episcopal Church 
Survey No.: PG:61-9 

. roperty Address 11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville. Prince George's Countv 
Owner Name/Address Vestry of Zion Parish/Box 14, Beltsville, MD 20705 
Year Built 1877. 1924 1991 

Resource Sketch Map and National Register Boundary Map: 
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Survey #: P.G. #61-9 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: _18_7_7 ____ _ 

Building Name: St. John's Episcopal Church 

Location: 11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, Maryland 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Excellent/Accessible 
Description 

St. Johns Episcopal Church, Zion Parish is a two-part ·brick church; 
it consists of a Gothic Revival nave with steeply pitched gable roof and 
corner tower, to which is attached an early twentieth century front-gabled 
Parish Hall and connecting enclosed breezeway. The principal and original 
church is six bays long, built in brick laid in 7:1 common bond. Entrance 
is in the east gable front; above the entry vestibule is a large tripar­
tite stained glass window composed of three round-arched windows, all 
enclosed within a hood molding. Set into the northeast corner is a three­
story tower, topped at third level by an open belfry with stick style 
wooden arch and struts covered by a steep eight-faceted roof with a wooden 
cross finial. There is a cornerstone set into the northeast corner of the 
tower. The west rear gable end of the church is lighted, over the altar, 
by three separate round-arched stained glass windows. A brick Parish Hall 
was built in the 1920's, a short distance south of the church. Like the 
church building, the Parish Hall is a front-gabled structure; its gable 
roof has a shallower pitch, however, and the wood cornices are returned. 
Above the entry porch is a double round-arched window with hood molding, 
reflecting a similar motif on the church. Iri .:Ltie l960's a breezeway was 
built between the Church and the Parish Hall, and was later enclosed. 
This enclosed hyphen has shaped parapets, and ~i"dows recessed in shallow 
round arches. To the west of the church is a large tree-shaded graveyard 
with many ancient stones. 

Significance 

St. John's Episcopal Church has been a local landmark along the 
Baltimore Washington Turnpike since its construction in 1877. It is a 
handsome example of late nineteenth century Gothic Revival church architec­
ture, and it has been expanded by additions which reflect and complement 
some of the details of the original church building. In 1855, John W. 
Brown, innkeeper at the White House Tavern, deeded to the Vestry of Zion 
Parish one and one-half acres "on the west side of Baltimore Washington 
Turnpike, on the west side of a hill". Two churchespreceded the present 
church on this site, the first destroyed by fire in 1867, and the second 
by a tornado in 1874. The present church was consecrated by Bishop 
William Pinkney in 1878. The Parish Hall was constructed in 1925 just 
south of the church building. In 1960 a breezeway was constructed, 
connecting the Parish Hall to the church; it was later enclosed, and 
finished with a shaped parapet and arched window recesses. St. John's 
Episcopal Church is a prominent visual landmark on the west side of 
Baltimore Boulevard. It is associated with William Pinkney, Rector of 
Zion Parish and later fifth Bishop of Maryland. It is a handsome example 
of late nineteenth century Gothic Revival brick church architecture, with 
complementary additions. 

Acreage: 3.22 acres 



Survey No. P.G.#61-9 

1 adttd Historical Trust 
.. ate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic St. John's Episcopal Church, Zion Parish 

andior common 

2. Location 

street & number 11040 Baltimore Avenue _ not for publication 

city, town Beltsville _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryland cou~y Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x__ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ X_not applicable 

Status 
__x_ occupied 
_ unotcupied 
_ work in progress 
A~essible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_·no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residenc-: 
_x__ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Vestry of Zion Parish 

street & number Box 14 telephone no.: 

city, town Beltsville· state and zip code Maryland 20705 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 1476 

street & number Main Street folio 146 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date 1981 _ federal _ state _x_ county _ local 

:posltoryforsurveyrecords P. G. Co. Historic Preservation Commission cf o ~~-NCPPC 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 



!, 
I 

I 
I 
i 
i 

1 • uescr1pt1on 

Condition 
_X_ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x._ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_X original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G.#61-9 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

St. Johns Episcopal Church, Zion Parish is a two-part brick church; 
it consists of a Gothic Revival nave with steeply pitched gable roof and 
corner tower, to which is attached an early twentieth century front-gabled 
Parish Hall and connecting enclosed breezeway. 

The principal and original church is six bays long, built in brick 
laid in 7:1 common bond. The round arched windows have wood sills painted 
white, and jack arches. Entrance is in the main east gable front through 
a shallow hip-roof one-story vestibule with panelled double doors. Above 
the entry vestibule is a large tripartite stained glass window composed.of 
three round-arched windows, all enclosed within a hood molding. Set into 
the northeast corner is a three-story tower. The bricks of the tower are 
also laid in 7:1 American bond. The-tower is lighted at first level by 
two small round-arched windows with aouble arches in the brick above them; 
at second level are two louvered windows. There is a corbelled water 
table at sill level on the first level. The tower is topped at third 
level by an open belfry with stick style wooden arch and struts covered by 
a steep eight-faceted' ·roof with a wooden cross finial. 

The west rear gable end of the church is lighted, over the altar, by 
three separate round-arched stained glass windows: a central tall window 
flanked by two slightly shorter ones. Above them there are double arches 
in the brick. North of these three altar windows there is evidence of a 
door, now closed structurally and filled in with brick. 

The steeply pitched gable roof is covered with gray asbestos shingle. 
The wood cornice is boxed and painted white, and has a steep overhang. A 
tall brick interior chimney rises from the north plane of the roof at the 
northwest corner. 

Set into the northeast corner of the tower is a cornerstone which 
reads: 

St. John's P.E. Church 
Erected 1857 

Destroyed by fire 1866 
Rebuilt 1868 

Destroyed by Storm 1874 
Rebuilt 1877 • 

. .. -·-····· -·----------



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey t1o. P.G.#61 - 9 

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Description (continued) Section 7 

Six-panel doors lead from the entry vestibule into the nave. The 
wood pews are arranged on each side of a central aisle. The coved ceiling 
is supported by wood trusses, and there is dark beaded wood wainscoting 
around the walls. 

A brick Parish Hall was built in the 1920 1 s, a short distance south 
of the church; it houses a Sunday School room and Sacristy: Like the 
church bui)ding, the Parish Hall is a front-gabled structure on the same 
line as the church; its gable roof has a shallower pitch, however, and the 
wood cornices are returned. A flat-roof porch with Tuscan columns 
shelters the double door which is centered in the east gable front. Above 
this door, and above the entry porch, is a double round-arched window with 
hood molding, reflecting a similar motif on the church itself. In the 
1960 1 s a breezeway was built between the Church and the Parish Hall, and 
was later enclosed. This enclosed hyphen has shaped parapets, and windows 
recessed in shallow round arches. Entrance is centered in the east facade 
of the hyphen: a double door flanked by 4/4 windows and inset in a wide 
recessed arch. A cross surmounts the center of the parapet. 

A flat-roof parapeted kitchen addition has been constructed on the 
south side of the Pari~h Hall. It rests on a high poured concrete base­
ment. 

To the west (rear) of the church is a large tree-shaded graveyard 
with many ancient stones. 

Page 2 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G.# 61-9 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and Justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400:-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x 1800-1599 
_1900-

- - archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture ......X... religion 
law _ science _ archeology-historic _ conservation -

· literature _ sculpture agriculture - economics - l I/ 
X- education - military - soc a . . 
_ architecture - i i music humamtar1an rt _ eng neer ng -
- a exploration/settlement _ philosophy - theater . = ~~::~~~:ations - industry _ politics/government _ transportat•.on 

Specific dates 1877 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

= invention - other. (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D E G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

St. John's Episcopal Church has been a local landmark along the · 
Baltimore Washington Turnpike since its construction in 1877. It is a 
handsome example of late nineteenth century Gothic Revival church 
architecture, and it has been expanded by additions which reflect and 
complement some of the details of the original church building. 

Zion Parish was formed in 1811 to serve northern Prince George's 
County; and the first church was built near Vansville. It was 
destroyed by fire in 1847, and efforts were begun to construct a new 
church. In 1855, John W. Brown, innkeeper at the White House Tavern 
(#66-1), deeded to the Vestry of Zion Parish one and one-half acres "on 
the west side of Baltimore Washington Turnpike, on the west side of a hill 
.... 100 yards from Beltsville. 11 1 The new church site was about 1-1/4 
mile northeast of Brown's White House Tavern, on the popular and 
much-traveled turnpike. 

In 1857, a frame church was erected at this location; its 
consecration, August 6, 1857, was recorded by its Rector, William 
Pinkney.2 This church wai destroyed by fire on Good Friday morning, 
1867.3 A brick church was erected in its place in the following year. 
This second church structure was also destroyed, this time by a tornado on 
the fourth of July, 1874, but again the congregation undertook to rebuild. 
Reverend William Pinkney had by this time been consecrated as the fifth 
Bishop of Maryland; he laid the cornerstone July 26, 1877. It reads: 

St. John's P.E. Church 
Erected 1857 

Destroyed by fire 1866 
Rebuilt 1868 

Destroyed by Storm 1874 
Rebuilt 1877. 

The building was cons~~~at~d by Bishop Pinkney, April 22, 1878. 



HISTORICAL TRUST Survey Mo. 
.~.o.STORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

atement of Significance (continued) Section 8 

The Parish Hall was constructed in 1925 just south of the church 
building. Although the pitch of its gable roof was shallower than that of 
the church, cornice and hood-molded windows in its east gable front 
reflected those of the main church. In 1960 a breezeway was constructed, 
connecting the Parish Hall to the church; it was later enclosed, and 
finished with a shaped parapet and arched window recesses.~ 

Another fire, April 24, 1972, started in the Parish Hall, and caused 
smoke and water damage in the sanctuary. Extensive restoration work was 
carried out during the next seven months, including the restoration of 
some of the stained glass windows. St. John's Church reopened in November 1972.4 

St. John's Episcopal Church is again a prominent visual landmark on 
the west side of Baltimore Boulevard. It is associated with William 
Pinkney, Rector of" Zion Parish and later fifth Bishop of Maryland. It is 
a handsome example of late.nineteenth century Gothic Revival brick church 
architecture, with complementary additions. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Deed, CSM #1:496. 

2 Pinkney, Parochial Report to Bishop W.R. Whittingham·, 1857. 

3 Baltimore Sun, April 20, 1867. 

4 St. John's Episcopal Church, Zion Parish (history). 

P.G.#61-9 

2 Page __ _ 
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cf. Notes, Item #8 

cf. also Stones and Bones: Cemetery Records of P.G. Co. Md., 1984 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Tax Map 19, parcel 28 

Quadrangle scale 

Acreage of nominated property _3_._2_2_a_c_re_s ___ _ 
Quadrangle name Be 1tsvi11 e 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northin~ 

c LJ.J l...__.__.__...___I 1- I - I ol.LJ I I I I 
EL_Ll I I I I F L...LJ I I I I 
GLLJ I I I I H L...LJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state -code county code 

state code county code 

~ 11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

organization P. G. Co. Historic Preservation Commission date June 1988 

street & number 4010 CAB c/o M-NCPPC telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



CSM#1 :496 
2 Sept 1856 
Deed 

CHA IN O:F' 'r I'r LE 

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

(P.G.#61-9) 

John W. and Sarah Ann Brown to the Vestry 
of Zion Parish, 1.5 acres, part of Isaac's 
Park, on the west side of the Baltimore 
Washington Turnpike, 100 yards .r'rom Beltsville; 
11 

•• Vestry shall lay off, use and appropriate 
the aforesaid parcel of land for Erection ef a 
Protestant Episcopal Church and Cemetery • • 11 
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{rtM~ I~~ .!~~ "\tt161) 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

IDNAME 
HISTORIC 

s~ . John ' s ~piscopal Church 
ANO/ OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

11040 Bal i:;i:;:iar e J.. ve 
CITY. TOWN 

3eltsville _ VICINITY OF 

STATE --arvlqnd 

IJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC JC_occuP1Eo 

.XSUILOINGISI .:<_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE - BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _JN PROCESS -2'YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Yes 't!''r o: Zion Paris!: 
STREET & NUMBER 

11 040 3alti~ore Ave . 
CIT\, TOWN 

..:..iel i;Sville . _ VICINITY OF 

lm)LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF 1.ic:Eos,ETc ..., • G. Co . Courthouse 
STREET & fl<UMBER 

CITY TOWN 
::::-looro 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

5th 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ M USEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIOEll< ::E 

_ ENTERTAINMENT XRELIGIOUS 

- GO\/ERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATIO'• 

_ M l UT ARV _OTH~R 

Telephone # : 937- ~202 

Liber ~ : 

Folio # : 

STATE I z 1.p code 

GS. >1 
496 

.. i:d . 2 7 
, STATE 

lO v · 

~REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Prir:ce George ' s Coun -;y Inven-cor.'r o~ :!is :oric Sites 
DATE 

1974 -FEDERAL --5TATF ..:.1:ouNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEV RECOROS :.is~or:v D:.v-i.Sion , ·::CP?J , 0alver~ .·msion 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

4811 Ri\·e r: ale rld o. Hi verd:=i"le , .. d. . · 208..;0 
---------------~ 



El DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

~CELLENT -DETERIORATED 

_GOOO -'lUINS 

-FAIR _ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OAT.._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llF KNOWN ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St . John ' s is a orick church :Ii i;h a s-ceaply pitched gable 

r oof . rhe entra..~ce is throu6h a~ ~nclosed orick porch at "the 

east gable end , aoove .vhich is a large . round- a rcb.ea 'Nindow 

with hood molding . Se"t into the e•st ~able end , in ~he n or"th­

east cornc?r of :;he s cructuxe is a -:0·11er ''i 'th open.vor.n: oellco"te 

and ste~ple . '.rhe long north wall has six ·uindows 11i th sec:;mental 

arches . '.rhe long sou-':.h wall is hid<l.en oy a t11en;;ieth c~ -;;ury 

one-story hyphen which connec"ts the church -:;o the parish hall , 

a gable- roofed brick ouilding ··:i -ch ~n ;;ranee t c1rough "the east 

gable ~nd . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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f(i-- :61 ? 
II SIGNIFICAN CE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC -ARCHEULOc.;Y. PREHISTORIC _COMMU NITY PLAN NING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION 
_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION - LAW -SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LJTERA TURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600- 1699 X-ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ M ILITARY -50CIA V HUMANITA RIAN 

_ 1700· 1799 -ART --ENGI NEERING -MUSIC _ THEATER 

X-1800· 1899 - COMM ERCE _ EXPLORATION SETTLEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _ COMMU NICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POUTICSJGOVERNMENT _OTHER CSPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES 1877 BUILDER/ AR~HITEC. T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Zion Parish "la.S for.:ied in 1811 to s~rve norther!l Prince 

George 1 s Coun 1,y , and "t!1e ~irst church :1as o· .. il ~ in Vans ville . 

After its destruc~ion oy :fire in 1847 , a :::iove.nent w:=i.s be6un 

towards ouilding a.r:o:;her c!lurch . In 1855 , Jo•in ·:1 : 1ro·,.,n , inn­

keeper at ~he ''lhi ~e Eouse .:avern , deeded 1,0 i;he Ves-:.ry or' Zion 

Parish one-and-one-~al.f ac!'es "on -i;he Nest side oi "the 11al ~imore 

Washington rurnpike , on t!le west side or' a nill • • • 100 ya:rds 

from 3eltsville 11
; h~!'e a ...:'rru;.e c!..:•rch ·:;as co:npleted oy 1857 , 

and called St . John ' s. Re·..rerend "."iillia:i Pinc.Kney, rec--;or of 

St . rtatthew ' s ?~rish since 1836 , preached at S'G . Jofln ' s during 

its first ~rear; he ::..a :;er bee .ne ""Vhe 1·i~th 3ishop of L•:ar:rlnnd . 

The frame church "'~s ies troyed b·:. fire in 1866 a.nQ re ou.il t 

.(in brick) in 1868 . :'his second c:.ar~•- was ties tro:red. o;r a 

s-;;orn in 187A. a?::i :;!le preseni; c.1u:r-ch was o-:.nl t in 1877 . The 

corners tone , .'lhich chronicles these firs,; three s true ii:.i.res, was 

laid by ~ishop ?inc~ev , "".:nd ~!:e church opened _·or services in 

April 1878 . 
·rhe Parish Hall .,,.,,s built in the early 1920 ' so 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IEJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

P.G. De:ds cs:.ri 1 : 4 96 

Beltsville Story, rlicen"tennial publication , 1976 

CONTINUE ON SEPAR.~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

mJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STAiE COUNTY 

i!] FORM PREPARED BY 
ll<AME TITLE 

Susan J . Pe8.rl 
ORGANIZA TIO).! DATE 

P . ~ . ~is-:o~ical ~- Cql~uri;:.J ,Y';;s~ Augus"t 1960 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o =-::_s-.;o~:; .:1iv·isior4, :il'~C?PC , Calv:..ri; ::r->nsion , L811 ·;,,,.-e.!'~..,le 
CITY OR TOWio. STATE 

Riv:.ri..,le, ::?ryl;::i_r;d 2081.0 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the .Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of ~aryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



cs;,:-d 1 : 4 96 
2 Sept 1856 
Deed 

SJ:. JO~H Is :S?ISt~O?AL Gt:URCE 

(P.G.#61-9) 

J o~.n ·;;. a:!.'ld Sarqh A!L---i 3rm1n to :he ·res ;;rv 
of Zion Parish, 1.5 acres, 9art of Isaac'su 
Park, on :;he ~est side of the 3al:;i~ore 
.'/ashingto:!.'l '.::urnpii:-:e, 18·'.J yards ro::l 3el ""'csville; 
11 • Ves-:,r:r s:--~all la~; :)::'f, use a:.'."1d a_;;pYopria-.:;e 
the a-::~oresaici ;:arcel o.:' la.. .... Hl .:'or .:·~.:-ec-;:;2.on ef a 
Pro-:es~ant ::;piscopal c:::urch and Ce=~tery • II 



- . 

61-9 1877 
----------------------. 

Loc~tion 110ir0 JJal:;i~:;o:te i 1 '.-e., :L~l~s-.rille, 
-----·-- --- - ---- -------- -~----- -----

x no res tric:ed 

Q4- T- J • , •.., - 1 '-..f" , 1 ''~i-,10~ ~_ ..... ,">>-,1 D ~ u • v' Ohn S lS 3, 8Y"lC~}C :;.!1~.;2-·c11 ·.'ll 1~!1 8. s·tr; _:;lJ y ~-'..L vCn-....v. ,~)c ......... _ e rOO_L • 

l'he entrance is th:crYJ.~~h 2Xl C'YlC:i.0SE::d urick porch c.t the e~~,st [;2.ble 

end, aoove -;,;hich is 8- large ro-:ind-arci1ed ·:;i-:1ciow -.·1ith i1ood :'loldin::. 

Set into the east :;c=)_ble en:l, iD the no:::·tt.ec·'.f3 t; corn,:r 01' i.:;l-:e st1'."u.c-

ture is a tower wi~h open~ork bellcote and ste~ple. 'l'he lont; north 

Ihe long south ~all is 

hidden bJ a t·.veni:.ie;::;h cent'.J.::-.'~l one-stor,v n:n11e:!1 which conncc-:.;s the 

church to the parish hall, ~ g~ble-~oo:ed brick building ~ith en-

trance t"~ro"Jgh the ec:.~3 t g::::.blc cmcl. 

st~1ction by fire in 1847, a 2ovenent WLlS 

another church. 

side of a hill • 100 yards fro:J :Seltsvi.~ le tt; l1er·e a .::"rc•:-1e c1'mrcL 

was completed by 1857, a~d caJled St. John's. 

rector of St. Llat~hews Parish since 183G, preached ~t St. John's during 

its I'irs t ye~1r; he lat ~r 02ca.::1e ·c~1e fi.:"th Bishop of :.::-1ryland. 'Ehe 

frame 

11368. 

Chu-,-.C:1 \'J 0 S jc>c;~·'"'o~rod ~'-'T c·1·1'<> i"' 1,:<,.;h ana< r.J·u.'l'-i'~- (-in 'b-,,l·,,•.-\ ..,...._ ·- ,.._ • c_,.,1o.. ..._,..._ U~ ,· .._. l_ .· .L '._- _ .. J. \....;....,, 'J ..... _.. <\. ..L_._ 'J -1-.J.~. .L .V.I'- j in 

present ch;__1rcn ';i as ouil -c in 1277. l~e corn2~stone, wl1ich chronicles 

these first three st:::-uctur"O:-;, ;,·1c:.s L=iid. oy ~i3is~1op .Pinckney, 8.nc1 ~Le 

c!::.urch opened :for services in c'cpril 1878. 

The Parish h~ill \'l'l.f!. ;:,·_,:i_l-~ in the c arly 19:-20 's. 

Priv/occ/relis/exc 

·1.· .. 
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MA-,:{YLAND HISTORI:M.:~ TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINA'.:i.'ION FORM 
£or the 

--- / - I~ 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PAR~S SERVICE 

[l.' NAME ' 

.·. .· 
.,·· 

···-.. ~ 

COMMON: 

AND/QR HISTORIC: 

~t- Jnhn 1 c:: P rot-.::> c: t-.::ni t F.ni c:r'nnal rhur<"'h 
l:t LOCATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

4938 Powder Mill Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Beltsville 
STATE 

I r;u;~~ce I Marv land Georoe's 
1s. CLASSIFICATION .. .. .· -l 

CATEGORY 
OWNER>HIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District • Bui I ding Cl P~blic Public Acquisition: • Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structu:e • Pdvcte 0 !n Process 0 Unoccupied • Restricted 

0 Object 10 
Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

I 

PRESENT USE (Check One or .>fore as App:opriate) 

10 Agricultural 0 ~overr,ment D Pork 0 Trans~ortntinn 0 Comm@"lh 

0 Commercial 0 ln:l~striol CJ Privot Residence 0 f>ther (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 M~ :itory • Relig1.>c•s 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 
·-----~-

[ ,. .:': ··. 

' .. t 
' 

' . .. :z: 4- OWNER OF PROPER Y 

w 
w 

ts~ 

[6r 

OWNER'S NAME: 

St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church 
STREET ANt:' NUMBER: 

4938 Powder Mill Road 
Cl TY OR TOWN: I STA TE: 

Beltsville Md. 
t.OCATION OFLEGA-LDESC.RIPTION ' 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY Of' DEEDS'. ETC: 

Prince Georqe's Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

Upper Marlboro Md. 
Title Reference of Current D""""d <Bonk & Pa. i) ! 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stat" 0 County 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rs·rATE: 

I 
·, . 

... ,.':., ' ' <:': ' ·, '· ':it~/ 

I 

D local 

~ 
I I 
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lj Good 0 Fair 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Altered 0 ·unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 9 Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

The church is a Victorian Gothic structure built in 
1877. The steeply-pitched gable contains a single 
round-arched window with a hood moulding. On the 
north corner is a tower with an open bellcote and , 
two round-arched windows. The entrance is through 
a square enclosed pore~ with a segmentally arched 
door frame. To the south of the porch is a round­
arched window with hood moulding. Along the north 
wall, the six windows are segmentally arched. A 
sympathetic addition covers the south wall. Window 
sills consist of wooden beams with chamfered edge 
below the light itself. 

Three arches separate nave and chancel; the arches 
are supported on wooden pillars. The interior has 
been extensively remodelled. 

--------------·---------------·-------------·---------' 
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SIGNIFICA.NCE --, 
~.l 

(Check One or Mc.re •s Appropriate) I PERIOD 

I 0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 0 20rh Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century • 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE!SI (If Appllcable and Known) 1 'd'/'/ 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Educati an 0 Politico I 0 Urban Plonnin9 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering • Religion/Phi • 0 Other (Specily) I 

I O Historic 0 Industry losophy 
i 0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science I 
' 0 A re hi le c lure 0 Lonclscape 0 Sculpture I 

0 Arr Architecture 0 Socia I/Human· 

I 0 Commerce D Literature itorion . 
0 Communications D Military 0 Theot~r . 
0 Conservation D Music D Trans portction 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The first church on the site was erected in 1857. 
This burned in 1866 and rebuilt two later. 

I one was years I In 1874, a storm destroyed the second structure; in ! 

1877 the present building was built. 

I 

I 

- - -- ----



1'10. ~EOGRAPHtCAL DATA ·--
LATITUDE AND LONG ITU D S C 00 R DIN AT ES -a -----·--L-A--T-1'-T·-U-D_E_A __ N_D_L_O __ N_G_l_T_U_D_E_C_O_O_R_D_l_N._A_T_E_S _. .............. --

DEF IN 1 NG A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R C>F LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATllUDE L.ONGITUDE -----+-------------i 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . . 0 t ' • 0 ' " 

NE 0 . . 0 . 
SE 0 .. 0 •. . 
~w 0 . 0 ' . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

ILIST ALL STATES AND CvUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christonher Owens, Park HistQ.r_.J,i....c;"'~'n"'--------.....---------l 
ORGANIZATION IDATE 

M-NrPPr 1/25/73 ~ 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

C:iln" .... c~ ..... ~n,.,. L ~~l~-S_t_a_t_e~-L~i~a~1~.s~o<...<;;:...n'--o~i~f~iwc~e4~r~R-e~v-i-e-~-,-:~~(-O_f_f ___ i_c_e-:-:-~--O-n-l-y_).~~~--- ·- ~ 
Significance of this property is: 

N•tioMI O SO•te O Loe.I O I 

CITY OR TOWN: ST.ATE 
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