
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

_rvey .. PG#62-13 Building Date -------1805 

Building Name _W~a~l~n~u~t_G~r~a~n~g~e ______ ..__ __________ ,-------.-.,....--.~~~~~~~,----------
(now on Animal Husbandry Road)· 

Location 6300 block Powder Mill Road.(Bldg.#209, BARC), Beltsville, Maryland 
------------------------___,;.~---=~--....;...----....;...------_:_--_;;_ _____________ __ 

Public/Office/Excellent/Occupied/Accessible 

Description: 

Walnut Grange is a multi-section brick building which repre
sents the surviving part of a large and complex early nineteenth cen
tury plantation house. Originally constructed in "butterfly" form, the 
building now consists only of the bowed central block and three at
tached wings on one side; the balancing three wings on the other side 
were destroyed by fire in the middle of the nineteenth century. The 
main block is oval in form, two stories high with shallow hipped roof. 
It is built of brick, laid in Flemish bond, presently painted white. 
The present entrance is in the west elevation, in the wall which once 
connected with the balancing wings, now sheltered by a two-story porch. 
Windows are generally 6/6 with flat-arch lintels; the narrow molded 
surrounds and plain wood sills are painted green. The windows in the 
curve of the main block have been enlarged and altered. Three gable
roof brick wings extend to the east. The building stands on a high 
knoll in rolling farmland in the center of the Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center. 

Significance: 

Walnut Grange is a Federal style brick plantation house of 
unique plan which has been substantially altered and modernized. It 
stands on a tract known as Black Walnut Levels which was bequeathed by 
Major Thomas Snowden of Montpelier to his daughter, Mary. The house 
was built in a unique "butterfly" form at the time of her marriage to 
John Carlyle Herbert, and became the Herbert family home. John C. 
Herbert served not only in the Maryland House of Delegates, but also in 
the U. S. Congress. After the deaths of John and Mary Herbert, Walnut 
Grange was purchased by Richard D. Hall, and it remained the Hall 
family farm until 1910 when the property was purchased by the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. Today the house serves as the Office of 
Operations of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center. Although 
significantly altered, it an important reminder of the plantation 
houses of the County's prominent families; its original plan, almost 
certainly architect-designed, was unique in Prince George's County. 

Acreage: 368.2 acres-
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Walnut Grange (also known as Walnut Range) is a Federal 
style brick plantation house of unique plan which has been substan
tially altered and modernized. The original main block was bowed 
and was nearly oval in plan; complex rectangular flanking wings gave 
the overall plan a "butterfly" shape. One set of flanking wings was 
destroyed by fire in the mid-nineteenth century, and the surviving 
structure served as a farm residence until the property was pur
chased early in this century by the United States Government, and 
converted into the main office of the Beltsville Agricultural Cen-
ter. -

The land on which this unusual building stands is part of a 
tract known as Black Walnut Levels which was among the large land
holdings of Major Thomas Snowden of Montpelier. At the end of the 
eighteenth century, only one small frame dwelling, three log slaves 
quarters and three tobacco houses stood on the 1200 acres of the 
Black Walnut levels tract. When Thomas Snowden diid in 1803, he 
devised Black Walnut. Levels to his daughter, Mary. In 1805, Mary 
Snowden married John Carlyle Herbert, a Virginia native who had 
served in the Virginia House of Delegates in 1798-99. At the time 
of their marriage, John and Mary Herbert had the subject house 
built, and renamed the plantation "Walnut Grange". In January 1807, 
Rosalie Stier Calvert of Riversdale wrote to her brother in Belgium 
to give him news of his Prince George's County friends: "Your friend 
John H~rbert who married Miss Snowden has built a house six miles 
away." Unfortunately, there is no mention of an architect in 
Rosalie's letter, nor have family or ·documentary records revealed 
information about an architect's design; it is highly likely, howev
er, that it was one of the prominent architects then working in the 
Washington area who designed the unusual "butterfly" plan of Walnut 
Range. Certainly the plan of the house was unique in Prince 
George's County. 
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Survey No. P.G.# 62 _13 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descri.ption of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Walnut Grange (Department of Agriculture Building 209) is a multi
section brick building which represents the surviving part of a large and 
complex early nineteenth century plantation house. OriginalYconstructed 
in "butterfly" form, the buildirig now consists only of the bowed central 
block and three attached wings on one side; the balancing three wings on 
the other side were destroyed by fire in the 18-~'s. The present building 
stands on a high knoll in rolling farmland now used as agricultural 
research land by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

The building may be described in several sections. The main block is 
oval in form, two stories high with shallow hipped roof. It is built of 
brick, laid in Flemish bond, presently painted white. The present 
entrance is in the west elevation, in the wall which once connected with 
the balancing wings. Entrance is through a door with a three-light 
transom; the door is flanked by a double row of sidelights in the form of 
two ten-pane windows. The entire entrance is enclosed by a small 
rectangular glass storm vestibule, which has been recently installed on 
the first story of the two-story wood porch. This shed-roof porch is 
supported by two tiers of slim wooden Tuscan-style posts (painted dark 
green) with a plain rail balustrade at each level; the porch rests on 
brick piers with lattice infill. · 

Brick of the main block is laid in Flemish bond, presently painted 
white. Windows are generally 6/6 double hung sash with flat-arch lintels; 
the narrow molded surrounds and plain wood sills are painted green. There 
are no shutters, although an early twentieth century photograph shows 
louvered wooden shutters in place at most windows. The windows in the 
curve of the main block have been enlarged and altered; the three original 
6/6 windows have been replaced by five side-by-side 8/8 double-hung sash 
windows set into the thick brick walls, lighting almost the entire south 
elevation. 

The roof is covered with standing-seam metal painted green. One 
course of corbelled brick forms a decorative cornice. A tall brick 
chimney rises near the north curved wall; it was built in this century to 
serve a modern fireplace in the north wall. Originally there were two 
chimneys (flanking the present west entrance) in the \vest wall of the oval 
main block. 

Interior plan of the main block was apparently central stairhall 
(running east and west) flanked by a semicircular parlor on south and 
north. Each parlor was lighted by three windows set in its curved end 
wall, and warmed by a fireplace in its west wall. The stair rose toward 
the west along the north wall of the stairhall, and curved in counter
clockwise direction to the second story; this "flying" staircase, 
described in some early sources as spiral, was considered one of the most 
elegant features of the house. The north partition walls and staircase 
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were removed in this century, and a new staircase was built (possibly 
using some of the original materials) along the east wall of the enlarged. 
office/parlor. The two west chimneys have been removed. 

Three gable-roof brick wings extend to the east. The westmost 
directly adjoins the oval main block; it is two-and~one-half stories high 
and two bays wide. The brick is laid in Flemish bond like that of the 
main block. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash. There is a flush chimney 
at its east gable end, and a one-story shed-roof screen-enclosed porch on 
the north elevation. 

Attached to the east end of this wing is a lower two-story gable-roof 
wing with a roof of shallower pitch. It is flush with the first wing on 
the south but inset on the north, and was almost certainly raised to its 
present full two stories sometime after its original construction. Like 
the first wing, it is two bays wide, with a door in the first bay of its 
south facade, and asymmetrically-placed windows on both north and south. 
Bricks are laid in 5:1 common bond. 

Adjoining this second wing is a two-story garage wing, built of brick 
laid in common bond. There is a single wide garage door in the north 
elevation. This garage wing is fl~sh with the other wings on the north 
but projects on the south. The two easterly wings have wood siding at the 
upper level of their north elevation. The garage wing apparently replaces 
an original gable-roof kitchen building which had a large central 
fireplace serving the two flanking kitchen spaces. 

A short distance to the east is a square one-story brick meathouse 
(2098). It has a pyramidal roof covered with green asphalt shingle, and a 
batten door in its west elevation. A milkhouse dependency. once stood in a 
corresponding position to the north. 

This complex building stands on a high knoll overlooking other farm 
complexes on the Agricultural Research Center; its grounds include large 
old tulip poplars, oaks and maples, many of which were destroyed by storms 
in June 1989. 
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John Carlyle Herbert was to spend the rest of his life at 
Walnut Grange, and became very active in Prince George's County and 
Maryland affairs. He was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates 
in 1808 and served until 1813, serving the last two years of his 
term as Speaker of that House. He served as Captain of the Bladens-
burg Troop of Horse during the War of 1812. He was elected as a -
Federalist to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Congresses of the United 
States (1815-181j) and then retired to Walnut Grange and resumed the 
practice of law. He and his wife raised their large family (of 
nine children) at Walnut ~range. John C. Herbert died while travel
ling in Virginia in 1846. 

Shortly after the death of of John C. Herbert, the house at 
Walnut Grange suffered major fire damage. The west flanking wing 
complex was so badly damaged that it was removed, and the house was 
repaired and rebuilt; a set of new agricultural outbuildings was 
built at the same time. 0 

After her husband's death Mary Herbert moved temporarily to 
Baltimore, presumably after the fire, and took out a fire insuran
ce policy on the plantation with Montgomery Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company. She executed a will, devising her real estate to be equal
ly divided between her children. Soon afterwards, she returned to 
Walnut Grange where she continued to reside with her three youngest 
children; she died there in September 1857. It was the newly re
paired and rebuilt asymmetrical plantation house at Walnut GGange 
which was sold early in 1859 by the e.xecutors of her estate. . 

Mary Herbert's sons Alfred and Edward, acting as her execu
tors, advertised the rebuilt and improved Walnut Grange plantation 
in the local newspapers: "Executors Sale of valuable Real 
estate ... in Prince George's County, one mile from Beltsville on 
the Washington and Baltimore Road, in a most pleasant ?nd healthy 
neighborhood, and contains ca. 700 acres ... Improvements consist 
of a large and newly built brick dwelling, a new Switzer barn, 
stable, carriage house, smoke house, ice house, dairy, kitchen, 
servants houses, and all other necessary outhouses all recently 
built. A large orchard of choice fruit surround7 the dwelling, and 
an excellent garden contributes to its comfort." On 8 March 1859, 
375 acres of Walnut Grange including the plantation house were sold 
to Richard D. Hall for $44 per acre. A bond of conveyance was 
executed in December 1859, and the property was legally deeded to 
Hall in March 1863.8 

Richard Duckett Hall had lived all of his life in the vicin
ity of Walnut Grange. The son of Grafton Hall, he had been raised 
at his father's plantation, Pleasant Grove, approximately three 
miles east of Walnut Grange. After his marriage in 1842, Richard D. 
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Hall remained in the area of Pleasant Grove, although he conveyed 
much of his inheritance in that property to his brother. When the 
opportunity arose to purchase Walnut Grange, he bought 375 acres 
including the newly repaired plantation house from the executors of 
Mary Herbert. By 1860, he had settled at Walnut Grange with his 
wife and nine chiJdren; he died only four years ~ater, but Walnut 
Grange remained the Hall family home until 1910. 

Richard 0. Hall died intestate 24 April 1864, leaving his 
widow·with ten children. His family remained at Walnut Grange, 
although his estate was not settled for nearly 30 years. In 1891, 
in order to settle the estate of his eldest son, the Prince George's 
County Court of Equity confirmed the distribution of the r151 ·estate 
among the widow and surviving children of Richard D. Hall. Susan
nah Hall, widow of Richard D. Hall, waived her dower right in her 
husband's real estate, and the 375-acre Walnut Grange farm was 
legally conveyed in 1892 to five of their children. Susannah Hall 
continued to reside at Walnut Grange with two of these children, 

11 Mary S. Hall and Summerfield D. Hall, into the twentieth century. 

In 1910, the U. S. Government began purchasing property in 
the Beltsville area for the establishment of the Department of 
Agriculture Research Center; the first property purchased was Walnut 
Grange. In June 1910 the four Hall heirs who held an interest in 
Walnut Grange sold the 375-acre farm to the United States Govern
ment, and on thii

2
land were established the Animal Husbandry and 

Dairy Divisions. 

At the time that Walnut Grange was purchased by the govern 
ment, a number of farm buildings still stood Qn. the property, in
cluding several slave quarters, a brick meathouse, and a large brick 
bank barn. The house was used at first as the residence of the 
Superintendent of the Agriculture Center; later it was renovated and 
converted into the Office of Operations. The westerly-chimneys and 
fireplaces were removed, and a new fireplace was installed in the 
north curve of the main block; the staircase was dismantled and 
relocated, all interior moldings were replaced, and Art Deco style 
windows were built into the southerly curve of the main block. More 
recently, a two-story porch was constructed to shelter the entrance 
in the west elevation of the main block. The only outbuilding 
which still stands today is the brick meathouse, immediately south
east of the the main house. The barn which stood to the east has 
been destroyed, and Building #200, the Animal Science headquarters, 
has been built on its site. 

Today the house at Walnut Range still serves as the Office 
of Operations. It stands on a high knoll, a prominent landmark on 
the rolling farmland of the Agriculture Center. The house itself 
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has been substantially and significantly altered, but it is an 
important reminder of the plantation houses of the County's promi
nent families. Its original plan, almost certainly architect
designed, was unique in Prince George's County and probably in 
Maryland. 

Notes 

1. Federal Direct Tax, 1798, Eastern Branch Hundred; Prince 
George's County Will T#l:558 

2. Prince George's County Marriage Licences; Letter, Rosalie 
Stier Calvert to her brother, Charles Jean Stier, January 1807 

3. Biographical Dictionary of the American Congress, p. 1109 

4. ibid; Federal Census for Prince George's County, 1840, 1850; 
Prince George's County Estate Files #51 and #425 

5. A History of Beltsville, 1776-1976 Bicentennial, 1976, 
reminiscences of Susie Beall, pp. 35,36 

6. Prince George's County Estate File #425; Planters' Advocate, 
23 September 1857 

7. National Intelligencer, 10 February 1859; Planters' 
Advocate, 23 February 1859. 

8. Orphans Court Records WAJ#l: 262 ( 1859 r;. Pri nee George's 
County Deed CSM#3:421, FS#l:483 

9. Federal Census for Prince George's County, 1860, 1880, 1900 

10. Prince George's County Equity #1906. See also Prince 
George's County Deed JBB#5:80. 

11. ibid 

12. Prince George's County Deed #66:117; Logan, C. A., A Brief 
History of the Agricultural Research Center, September 1962. 
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11. Form Prepared By · 
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organization P.G. Co. Historic Preservation Commission date May 1990 

st~t&nuniber County Administration Building telephone 301-952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory ~as officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 
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DESCfii6E THE PRES Era AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is b:o-story brick, T-shapped, with unusual semi
circular north and south end wa.lls on the arms of the "T". P..cross 
the main (Hcst) front is a two-story porch. Stretching to the 
east are two additions, each lower than the one just west of it. 
Between the main block and the first addition is the large, internal. 
chimney of the original house. 

The main entrance is interesting because of the double range 
of sidelights on either side of the doorway~ there is also a transo~ 
light over the door. Other than the main door, there are no 
openings on the first floor of the main facade. The main cornice 
consists of three courses of bricks projecting beyond the wall 
surface. Originally the semi-circular walls each had three 
windorvs on each floor. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"Walnut Grange" is located on the tract called, "Black 
·walnut Level enlarged". "Black i·Jalnut Level," 585 acres, 
was recorded on 1745 rent rolls as belonging to Thomas Snowden. 
In 1803, his son, Major Thomas Snowden of ;:1ontpelier, willed the 
tract, 1226 acres, to his daughter, Mary. After her marriage in 
1805to Col. John Carlyle Herbert, they built the unusual 
"butterfly" style home and named it "Walnut Grange" after his 
home in Virginia. The executor's of Mrs. Herbert's estate sold the 
property in March, 1863 to Richard Hall and it remained in his 
family until the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture purchased it in 1910. 

Sometime prior to 1863, the west wing was destroyed by fire 
making it difficult to visualize the "butterfly wing" construction. 

It is now occupied by the "Office of Operations" for 
the Beltsville Agricultural Center. 
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ACliEAGE OF NOM1•;ATED PROPERlY -------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL ST/.-TES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVEHLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[jFORM PREPARED BY 
.NA>,IE /TITLE 

Ruth Lockard August 1978 
ORGA'\:'ZATION DATE 

Prince George's Co. Historical and Cultural Trust 
SfHElT & ~U'l5EP. TELEPHONE 

5807 84th Avenue 
CllY OR TO'Nr-. STATE 

New Carrollton, Maryland 20784 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an ;,ct of the Mo.rylanu Leg is la. ture, to be found in the 
Annot<d c::l CoO.e of I·:ary 1:1;,-ic:, Artie le 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supµlcment. 

'J'hc S1_:rvc.y a:;J l!l\"Ontcr:y arc beinc1 prcparo.::d for inform<"tion 
a.n...i. :r .. ::»:cJrJ p\..:.::1·::::sL·s o;:]y ;:;:J .Jo no~ constitute ony infringe
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 
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l~t 

/7003~<.J&Of 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

····---
jl.• NAME 

COMMON: 

ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

Walnut Grange 
13.:_'E,CA TtON 

STREET ANC NUMBER: 

Powder Mill Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Beltsville 
STATE 

I I COUNTY· 

I Md. Prince Georoe's 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS I ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUE\LIC 

0 District -Building :;::K Public Public Acquisition: • Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied D R<'•lricted 

0 Object D Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestric~ed 

in progress ~ No 
;,, 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More BS Appropriate) -.A.;r!cr..:!tu:-o! -G~,·=:,,:;;:;:~ - ?.::d, Ci I ransporraft on ;:] Comrnents ... - /Jlf1 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Pesidence )9{0ther (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment D Museum D Scieontific 

!4. OWNER OF PROPERTY .. . 

OWNER'S NAME: 

us Department of Agriculture Research Center 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I Beltsville Md. - -·----~- ........ 1s. ~ .-.,.,, I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTJON .. 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Prince Georoe's Countv Courthouc:P 
STl'lEET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Upper Marlboro Md. 
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pa. ~) : 

~REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
' -

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

M-NCPPC Historic Sites Survev 
DATE OF SURVEY: I D Federal 0 State II County D Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

THE .MARYLAND NATIONAL Cl\PITAL Pl1RY Z\ 1\1n PT.Z\1\11\lTlM~ cc""' 1CCTn1\1 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

I 87~~ :eQJ;~ia ll.Yl'"nlle 
IST~.TE: I :CITY OR TOW~: ~ ~ ' 

MD. Sil e Spn n -g 
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(Check One) 

9-E'><e~__:,~c:_o~d 0 Foir 0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) 

0 Ruins 0 Unexpoud 
CONDITION 

(Check Ono) 

Jll Altered 0 ·Unaltered 0 Moved 1:1 Original Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If lm_o_w_n)_P_H_V_S_IC_A._L_A_P_P_E~AR_A_N_C_E_· ---------------! 

L 

The house is tt two-story brick, T-shapEed, with 
unu.sual semi-circular north and south end walls on 
the arms of the "T." Across the main (west) front 
is a two-story porch. Stretching to the east are 
two additions, each lm1er than the one just west 
of it. Betr.v2e11 the main block and the first addition 
is the large: internal chimney of the original house. 

The main entrance is interesting becauie of the double 
range of sidelights on either side of the doorway; 
there is also a transom light over the door. Other 
than the main door, there are no openings on the first 
floor of the main facade. The main cornice consists 
of three courses of bricks projecting beyond the wall 
surface. Originally the semi-circular walls each had 
three windows on each floor. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropri11le) 

O Pte-Colul'lbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (If Applicable and Known) circa 

0 18th Century 

8 19th Century 

1800 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or JHore as Appropriate) 

Abar iginol 0 Ed~:ati oc1 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Er.£irieerin~ 0 Religion/Phi. 

0 Historic a Indus try losophy 
IP Agriculture 0 lnvcn ;; on 0 Science 

• Archi le Clure 0 Lands cope 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Arc hi lecture 0 Social/Human-

0 Commerce 0 L iteruture itarion 

0 Communicoti ons 0 Militury 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGN! FICANCE 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The house was built by Col. John c. Herbert, who 
was married to Mary Snowden, daughter of Richard Snowden. 
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MAJOR B!Bl!OGRAPHl-CAL REFERENCES 

. 
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I 10. GEC!_GR~!"._!'ilCAL DAT A 
LATl-TU(,E AND LONGITUDE COORol-N;-;Es--·-i LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY I 
R nF L_ESS THAN TF:N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATll L':::E LONGITUDE I 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minures Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds i 
NW 

0 . . 0 . 0 . . 0 " 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 

- - , -- .. 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW Q . . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

l 
iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE Of< COUNTY BOUND.A.RIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

_ ___,..,... __ 
fl I. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND Tl TLE: 

~ Christo2her Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

IDATE 

M-NCPPC l/31L73 
STREET AND NUMBER: I 

8787 Georaia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring, Md. 
: 12-j r-~state Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature -
L _______________ _ 
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