
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property Name: Donaldson House Inventory Number: P..._G'""""""6 .... 2 ..... -2=-----------

Address: 8109 Pine Hill Street, Laurel. Prince George's County. Maryland 20707 

Owner: Margaret Moore. 8109 Pine Hill Street, Laurel. Prince George's County, Maryland, 20707 

Tax Parcel Number: 0705 bl5 lot 17 Tax Map Number: m 10 ----------
Project USl-MD 201 Corridor Study Agency State Highway Administration (SHA) 

Site visit by SHA Staff: _ no X yes Name: Heather Confer Date: 09/0111999 

Eligibility recommended _ Eligibility not recommended _x 

Criteria _A _B _c _D Considerations: _A _ B _ C _ D E _F _G _K_None 

Is property located within a historic district? X no _ yes Name of District: 

Is district listed?: X no _ yes 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Donaldson House, constructed c. 1896, is a typical two story I-house with a rear ell. The main/north fa<;ade is 
- three bays wide while the north and south facades are one bay wide. The two-story rear ell extends along the west 

gable and ends at a one story shed roof addition. The windows are 2/2 double hung sash with storm windows over 
top. A one-story, three-quarter width porch covers the first floor of the main fa<;ade. It exhibits slim columns and 
modem wood railing. The siding was once wood clapboard but has been replaced with new vinyl siding. A modem 
second floor deck is visible on the east fa<;ade at the rear of the building. 

Typical of modest vernacular houses in late nineteenth century Prince George's County, the Donaldson House was 
built in the unrealized subdivision of Oakcrest, platted byThomas Waggaman in 1890. Oakcrest was to extend north 
from Contee Station with lots 50 by 150 feet. David Donaldson purchased three adjoining lots and constructed a 
house on the easternmost of the three. Donaldson defaulted on his loan and the house and remaining lots were 
transferred to William Reed. The community of Oakcrest floundered and did not develop according to its original 
plan. The area has built-up more recently with modem ranch houses in the subdivision and commercial development 
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NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Donaldson House 

Page 2 

along US I. 

The Donaldson House, while typical of modest late nineteenth century housing, is not eligible for the National 
Register. The resource lacks significance related to events, persons, or architecture. Criterion D, information 
potential, was not assessed. 



Inventory No. __ P._G,,._,6""2._-2..__ _____ _ 

_ PRESERVATION VISION 2000; THE MARYLAND PLAl~ 

-'TATE WIDE HISTORIC CONTEXTS 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 

_x_ Western Shore 

Piedmont 

Wes tern Maryland 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 

(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. ChronologicaVDevelopmental Periods: 

Rural Agrarian Intensification 

Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

X Industrial/Urban Dominance 

Modern Period 

Unknown Prehistoric 

Unknown Historic 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 

___K__ Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 

and Community Planning 

Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 

Government/Law 

Military 

Religion 

Social Educational/Cultural 

Transportation 

V. Resource Type: 

A.D. 1680-1815 

A.D. 1815-1870 

A.D. 1870-1930 

A.D. 1930- Present 

Category: _B_u_il_dm_· ~g---~-------------------­
Historic environment: Suburban ------------------------
Historic Function(s) and U se(s):R -~es~i~de~n=t=ia~l _______________ _ 

Known Design Source: N_o_ne ____________________ _ 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #62-2 Building Date: ca. 1896 

Building Name: Donaldson House 

Location: 8109 Pinehill Street, Laurel, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The Donaldson house is an L-shaped gable-roofed frame house which 
stands in the subdivision of Oakcrest. The two-and-one-half-story main 
block is a typical I-house, three bays by one bay, and has a one-bay wing 
extending to the rear. The house faces roughly north, and entrance is in 
the central bay of the three-bay (main) north facade, through a door with a 
transom light. Across this north facade is a one-story porch with slim 
Tuscan columns. Windows are 2/2 double hung sash and have narrow molded 
surrounds. Cornices are boxed and have crown molding; they are not 
returned at the gable ends. The building is covered with German siding 
painted white; all trim, including porch columns and corner boards, is 
painted black. Extending to the rear (south), flush with the west gable 
end is a one-bay two-story wing, and behind it a one-story shed-roof 
kitchen addition. A modern one-story shed roofed porch, now enclosed with 
glass, wraps around the east and south sides of the ell. This house stands 
on Lot #17 in Block 15 of Oak Crest. To the southeast, at the rear of the 
adjoining Lot #16, is a one-and-one-half-story frame gable-roofed building, 
which has been used as a barn and as a tenant dwelling. 

Siynificance: 

The Donaldson House is typical of the modest folk housing of the late 
nineteenth century in Prince George's County. It follows the simple 
I-house plan: one parlor on each side of a central stairhall, and has a 
two-story kitchen wing to the rear forming an ell. It stands on a lot in 
the subdivision of Oakcrest (platted by Thomas Waggaman in 1890), a planned 
suburb which extended north from Contee Station along the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad; the lots were 50 by 150 feet, and the community included a 
hotel and pavillion. In 1892, David Donaldson bought two adjoining unim­
proved lots; four years later he purchased a third, and negotiated a loan 
for the construction of his house on the eastmost of the three lots. In 
its first year, the house was assessed at $400 value, typical of the plain 
folk housing of that period. Donaldson defaulted on his mortgage, however, 
and the house and all three lots were sold to William Reed, whose family 
has owned it from that time until earlier this year. The community of 
Oakcrest was not fully developed according to its original plan, although 
the area around it is still developing commercially. The Donaldson house, 
however, still retains some of its rural suburban atmosphere, with garden 
and outbuildings at the rear of the deep lot. It is noticeable landmark in 
a quickly developing area. 

Acreaye: 15,000 square feet 



Survey No. P.G.#62-2 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Dona 1 dson House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 8109 Pine Hi 11 Street _ not for publication 

Oakcrest 
city, town Laure 1 _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryl and county P. G. 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

----X-not applicable 

Status 
---X- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
---X-- no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Clayton Faxon 

street & number 8109 Pine Hill Street telephone no. : 725-3285 

city, town Laurel state and zip code Md. 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P. G. Co. Courthouse liber #6108 

street & number Main Street folio 953 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Md. 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title P.G. Co., Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _ state _x_ county _ local 

-'epository for survey records History Division, MNCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
- ruins L_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
i original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G. #62-2 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Donaldson house is an L-shaped gable-roofed frame house which 
stands in the subdivision of Oakcrest. The two-and-one-half-story main 
block is a typical I-house, three bays by one bay, and has a one-bay wing 
extending to the rear. The house faces roughly north, and entrance is in 
the central bay of the three-bay (main) north facade, through a door with a 
transom light. Across this north facade is a one-story porch with slim 
Tuscan columns. Windows are 2/2 double hung sash and have narrow molded 
surrounds. Cornices are boxed and have crown molding; they are not 
returned at the gable ends. The building is covered with German siding 
painted white; all trim, includin9 porch columns and corner boards, is 
painted black. The roof is of asphalt shingle and there is a corbelled 
brick stove chimney at the ridge between second and third bays. There is 
no basement; foundations are of concrete surmounted by a course of parged 
brick. 

Extending to the rear (south), flush with the west gable, end is a 
one-bay two-story wing, and behind it a one-story shed-roof kitchen addi­
tion. Entrance to the wing is through a door in its east side, sheltered 
by an enclosed porch. There was an interior stove chimney at the south 
gable end of the ell, but it was in ruinous condition and has been removed. 
A modern one-story shed roofed porch, now enclosed with glass, wraps around 
the east and south sides of the ell. Windows in the rear elevation of the 
main block and in the ell are 6/6. A small cellar area has been dug out 
under the kitchen addition. 

This house stands on Lot #17 in Block 15 of Oak Crest. To the 
southeast, at the rear of the adjoining Lot #16, is a one-and-one-half­
story frame gable-roofed building, which has been used as a barn and as a 
tenant dwelling. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _x__ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
~ architecture _ education 

Survey No. P.G. #62-2 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater _commerce 

_ communications 

Specific dates ca 1896 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B c D E F G 

national state local 

_ transportation 

l 
x.____otti~r (~pecify) 
ocal history 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Typical of the modest vernacular housing of the late nineteenth 
century in Prince George's County, the Donaldson house retains its original 
lot size and much of its architectural integrity; it has remained in the 
same family for 85 years. It is a two-story frame I-house, following the 

- simple plan of one parlor in each side of a central stairhall; a two-story 
kitchen wing to the rear forms an ell. 

The house stands on a lot in the subdivision of Oakcrest which was 
platted by Thomas Waggaman in 1890. Oakcrest was a planned suburb which 
extended north from Contee Station on the west side of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad; the lots were 50 by 150 feet, and the community included a 
hotel and pavillion.l In 1892, David Donaldson bought two adjoining 
unimproved lots; four years later he purchased a third, and negotiated a 
loan for the construction of his house on the eastmost of the three 
lots.2 In its first year, the house was assessed at $400 value, typical 
of the plain folk housing of that period. Donaldson defaulted on his 
payments, however, and the Laurel Building Association (which held his 
mortgage) sold the house and all three lots to William Reed, whose family 
has owned it from 1899 until earlier this year.3 

The community of Oakcrest was not fully developed according to its 
original plan, although the area around it is still developing commercial­
ly. The hotel and pavillion are now zone; the Donaldson house, however, 
still retains some of its rural suburban atmosphere, with garden and 
outbuildings at the rear of the deep lot. It is noticeable landmark in a 
quickly developing area. 

Notes 

Plat A-108, Oakcrest, 1890; P.G. County Tax Assessments, 1890 1 s. 

2 P.G. County Deeds JWB #20:329; JWB #22:719; JWB #35:619; JWB #38:421. 

3 P.G. County Tax Assessments, 1890 1 s; P.G. County Deed JB #4:705. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #62-2 

cf. Chain of Title 

cf. Notes, Item #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 15000 sq. ft. TM 10 I 6580 l 
Quadrangle name laurel , Sec ti on D Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I Bw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU .__I ~---........ .-

D LJj I I I I 
E L..i_J .__I ~---........ .-

F Li_j I 
G Li_J ._I ............. __ _ H Li_j 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date June 1985 

street & number c/o County Planning, MNCPPC telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 

PS-2746 



6108:%3 
15 May 1985 
Deed 

6088:640 
6 July 1984 
Deed 

#1558:45 
22 Nov. l9o2 
Deed 

#1558:42 
22 Nov. 1952 
Deed 

#A-5807 
1952 
Equity 

Admin. #8440 

Admin. #6028 

JB #4:705 
8 April 1899 
Deed 

Chain of Title 

Donaldson House 
P.G. #62-2 

Clayton W. Faxon and Nancy M. Sutton to Clayton W. 
Faxon; lots 16 and 17 in Block 15, Oakcrest, same 
acquired by #6088:640. 

Alice M. Davis, surviving tenant by entireties with 
Raymond J. Davis, to Clayton W. Faxon, and Nancy M. 
Sutton, for $52,00U; lots 16 and 17, Block 15 of 
Oakcrest; same which grantor acquired by #1558:42 and 
45. 

Earl Pryor, trustee to convey the interest of infant 
June E. Manuel in Equity A-5807, to Raymond J. and 
Alice M. Davis; Lots 16, 17, 18 and 19, Block 15, in 
Oak Crest, near Laurel; same as recorded in Plat Book 
JWB #5:462. 

Heirs of William H. Reed, Jr. to Raymond J. and Alice 
M. Reed Uavis; Lots 16, 17, 18 and 19, Block 15, Oak 
Crest. 

June E. Manuel, an infant represented by her father, 
petitioned for the court 1 s approval of the contract for 
the sale of the real estate of William H. Reed, Jr. 
deceased, and for the court's appointment of a 
trustee 1 s to convey her 1/7 undivided portion. Con­
tract ratified 18 Nov. 1952 and Earl Pryor appointed 
trustee. 

Jennie E. Reed, widow of William H. Reed, Jr., died 
intestate 11 March 1946, possessed of 1/3 undivided 
interest in her deceased husband 1 s real estate in Oak 
Crest. 

William H. Reed, Jr., died intestate 2 Nov. 1936, pos­
sessed of Lots 16, 17, 18 and 19, Block 15, Oak Crest, 
a subdivision of property formerly belonging to Daniel 
B. Clark; heirs: widow Jennie E. Reed, dau~hters Alice 
M. Reed Davis and Mary Reed Reedy and granddaughters 
Louise Tapley Pierce and June E. Manuel; same lots 
conveyed by JWB #35:679, JWB #22:719 and JWB #20:329. 

Laurel Building Association to William H. Reed, Jr. 
Lots 17, 18 and 19 of Block l~. Oakcrest; same lots 
conveyed by Donaldson to the Laurel Building Associ­
ation for $380. 



JWB # 38:421 
l Oct. 1896 
Mtg. 

JWB #22:719 
l Sept 1892 
Deed 

JWB #20:329 
4 Jan 1892 
Deed 

- 2 -

David O. Donaldson to Laurel ~uilding Association to 
secure loan of $300; Lots 17, 18 and 19, Block 15 of 
Oakcrest. 

Tnomas and Christine Waggaman to David O. Donaldson, 
for $60, lot #17 in Block lb of Oak Crest. 

Thomas and Christine Waggaman to David O. Donaldson, 
for $60, lot #18 in Block 15 of Oak Crest (subdivison 
platted by Waggaman in 1889, JWB #5:462, µlat A-lU8). 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

#62-2 

/).) ~ ~-1 

/ 1 o o-i '-f ;b 0 Y 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

.. 
.. ... . · .. .. •. :· ... 

11/ NAME . . . 

COMMON: 

James Hicks 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION .. 
.. 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 Pinehill Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Laurel 
STATE I I COUNTY: 

I Md. Prince George's 
j3. CLASSIFICATION .. . .. 

Vt 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

z 
0 

0 District • Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: 91 Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure a Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object D Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

..... in progress [5 Mo 

u PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) --
::> 0 Agricultural D Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Com;nents 

!:!::::: 0 Com;;-.~;dal 0 l:id;;stri""I Cb) Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

..... 0 Educotiona I 0 Military 0 Religious 

Vt D Entertainment D Museum 0 Scientific 

z J4; OWNER OF PROPERTY x 
OIVN ER'S NAME: 

w v nd .T. and Alice M. Davis 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Rf"'\11 t-A 2 - °Rl'"'IV s i; 
Vt CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I Germa.n:town ___ Md. 

hS! LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION . . 
~ ,1.,: # 
.,,.~ 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEDS,~ETC: 

p.,...; nf"'A fC"r---j-~ 
STREET AND NUMBER: . 

Com:ity ('011rhouso 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Upper Marlboro Md. 
Title Reference of Current 

~~( REPRESENTATION IN EXl5TtNGSLJR\1E-YS 
D~gd (Book & Pg. iO = 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None --DATE OF SURVEY: D Federal [] State D County 0 ~occl 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOt-lDS: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: I 
•Sil-~ ~1",#· .. 1.,.2¥3f:-. 

I 



z 
0 

z 

w 
w 

(8. SIG!-:IFICANCE 
~-~--~~------·----·-

PERIOD (Check One or More a.s Appropriste) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 1 Sth Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE{S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI Fl CANCE (Check One or Moro B& Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Arc hi lecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

[.J EngineE>ring 

0 Indus try 

0 lnvantion 

0 Londscope 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 13th C.enlury 

!8 19th Con fury 

Politi ca I 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Seu lp;ure 

Socia l/t-!umon· 

itorian 

Theater 

Tronsportotion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning' 

0 Other (Specify) 

J-· ~ 

I 
I 

---------------------.,.--------·--·------------------- ------ J 

.. 



l 
1 

~~~~~·~----·~~~~--~~--~~~~~~~~~----~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

f7:-o~7-·~_D_E_$_C_R_lP_T~IO_N~.-----~~~~~--~~~~--~~~----~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--t 
(Check On") 

0 Excellent g Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

fi Altered 0 Unolt.,red CJ Moved iii Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a 2-1/2 story, L-shaped farmhouse with 
a columned porch across the three bay facade. The door­
way has flanking transom lights. 
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,~. M~JOR BIBltOGRAPHJ.CAL REFERENCES . 

. 

EW .(;fOORAPHlcAL DATA 
I LATITUDE ·-

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANG:..E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF' A PROPER;'Y 

R OF LESS THAN TF'.N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITL•CE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds De11rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minl!tes Seconds Degree• Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . " 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 

I 
0 . . 

c:.w 0 . 0 . 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NCMINATEO PROPERTY: 

i 
Justification: !Acreage 

i 

I . 

!LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES ov·ERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

ML .FORJ.~ PREPAREC>.·BY 
. · . . . . ·•' ·.· . .. 

NAME AND Tl TLE: -
Christopher Owens, Park Historian 

ORGANIZATION IOATE 
·-

M-NCPPC 1/31/73 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georoia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sorino .Md. 

~ Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) State 

I 
Significance of this property is: 

National 0 State 0 Loe el 0 

Signature -

"'·---""""'": -~ 
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P.G. #62-2 

Donaldson House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Susan G. Pearl 
June 1985 
Southeast 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 





P.G. #62-2 

Donaldson House 
Prince George's County, MO. 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1985 
East elevation 

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 





P.G. #62-2 

Donaldson House 
Prince George's County, MD . 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1985 
Northwest 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, Annapolis, MD. 





P.G . #62-2 
Donaldson House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apri 1 1985 
North elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist . Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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