MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Snow Hill
Montgomery-Prince George’s Short-term Congestion Relief Survey No.: PG:62-4

Property Address_ 13301 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel Vicinity, Prince George's County
Owner Name/Address M-NCPPC/ 6600 Kenilworth Ave., Riverdale, MD 20737
Year Built_circa 1800

Description:

Snow Hill was surveyed in 1973 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The earlier survey form does not
describe the outbuildings associated with the house. The house was purchased in 1992 by Maryland-National Capital Parks
and Planning Commission, and has been renovated to serve the public. There is no boundary description on the earlier form.

Snow Hill is a 1'%-story, 5-bay Georgian-style house on the east side of Laurel-Bowie Road (MD 197) in the Laurel Vicinity,
Prince George’s County. Constructed circa 1800 on the site of an earlier house which was destroyed by fire, the building
is a massed, center hall plan. The house was restored in 1940 by Dr. and Mrs. Bryan Warren. The M-NCPPC has added
a modern 1-story frame side-gable addition on the south side with kitchen facilities and a handicapped entrance.

The structure has a gambrel roof with wood shingles, and has five shed dormers on both the east and west sides. There are
two interior end brick chimneys on the north and south sides. The building is of Flemish-bond brick construction, and it has
a Flemish-bond brick foundation. There is a molded brick water table. The gable-end walls are 2-1 common bond. The
windows are double-hung wood-sash, some of which have been replaced in-kind. The house has gable-roof entrance porches
on the west and south, which were added in the 1940 restoration. There is a 1-story gable roof porch leading to the new
addition, which was added in 1997.

The east and west elevations of the main block of the house are unchanged from the previous description. The first story
windows are 9/9 double-hung in pegged surrounds. The first story windows have segmental arches on the east (front)
elevation and jack arches on the west elevation. The dormer windows are 6/6 double-hung. There are two interior end brick
chimneys, on each elevation.

The addition on the south elevation is of wood-frame construction with weatherboard siding, and it has a brick foundation.
The structure has a side-gable roof with wood shingles and snow-guards. The east elevation of the addition has a ramp with
balusters leading up to a 2-light door. There is one 6/6 double-hung window in the second bay of the addition. The west
elevation of the addition has two 6/6 double-hung windows.

The north elevation of the main house displays evidence of window changes in the brick work. The windows have been
made smaller and the spaces filled in with brick. This may be the result of the 1940 restoration. There are no basement
windows on the north elevation. There are two 6/6 windows on each fioor, and two small 4-light casement windows in the
attic level. There is evidence of a bulkhead door in the northwest corner which has been filled with brick. The window frames
show evidence that there were shutters on the windows at one time.

The south elevation has been altered by the addition of the frame addition and entry porch. An early photograph shows that
a small gable-roofed structure was attached to the southeast corner of the elevation at one time. The photograph also shows
the existence of a door at the southwest corner. The entire first story of the south elevation is now obscured by the addition.
The gable-roof porch leads up to a 5-bay south elevation. The 2-light door is centered, and is flanked by two narrow 6/6
double hung windows. These are in turn flanked by two 6/6 double-hung windows. There are two 6/6 double-hung windows
in the second story, and two small 4-light casement windows in the attic level. Changes in the brickwork show that the size
of these windows was altered at one time.

There are three outbuildings associated with the house. The first is a log smoke or meat house. Located to the southeast
of the house, it is of V-notched log construction on a brick foundation. Constructed circa 1800, it has a pyramidal roof with
wood shingles and exposed rafters. There is one door on the west elevation, and pipe extends from the east elevation.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Snow Hill
Montgomery-Prince George’s Short-term Congestion Relief Survey No.: PG:62-4

Property Address_ 13301 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel Vicinity, Prince George’s County
Owner Name/Address M-NCPPC/ 6600 Kenilworth Ave., Riverdale, MD 20737
Year Built_circa 1800

Description: (continued)

The second outbuilding is a carriage house/garage. It is located to the southeast of the house, and is immediately south
of the smokehouse. Constructed circa 1870, it is a 1'.-story, 2-bay brick structure with a side-gable roof and a central brick
chimney. There are two garage doors on the first story of the south elevation. A row of saw-tooth brickwork separates the
first and second stories. There are two gable wall-dormers on both the west and east elevations, with 6/6 double-hung
windows. A staircase beginning on the west leads to a second floor entrance on the south gable end.

The third outbuilding is a garage constructed circa 1940. It is located to the southeast of the house and other outbuildings.
It is a 1-story brick structure with a hipped roof covered with wood shingles. There is a garage door in the north end, and
two 8-light casement windows on the west elevation.

The property is located on the east side of Laurel-Bowie Road (MD 197), with an apartment complex to the south, a modern
subdivision to the north, and open space to the east. There is a long, tree-lined drive leading up to the house from the road
to the west. There is commercial development on the opposite side of Laurel-Bowie Road. The property has trees to the
north and south, insulating it from the development on the north and south. Parking lots have been added to the property
to the south of the house.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

The recommended National Register boundaries of Snow Hill follow the current property lines of 13301 Laurel-Bowie Road
(Tax Map 10 and Parcel 87). This 4 hectare (10 acres) parcel is bounded on the north, south, east by adjacent parcels, and
on the west by Laurel-Bowie Road. The boundary includes the house, smokehouse, carriage house/garage, and garage.
According to deed research, the property was originally part of a tract of land owned by Samuel Snowden which was part
of the "Birmingham Manor" tract.

MHT CONCURRENCE:

Eligibility recommended not recommended

Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None
Comments:

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services  Date Reviewer, NR program Date
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET
Montgomery-Prince George’s Short-term Congestion Relief

Property Name: Snow Hill
Survey No.: PG:62-4

Property Address_13301 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel Vicinity, Prince George's County

Owner Name/Address  M-NCPPC/ 6600 Kenilworth Ave., Riverdale, MD 20737

Year Built circa 1800

Resource Sketch Map and National Register Boundary Map:
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37 DESCRIPTION

1 CONDITION

ST

(Check One)
T} Excellens QQ Good [ | Fair ] Deteriorared {J) Ruins [T} Unexposed

(Ch ok ()m) (Check One)
X Altered M) Unoliered M Moved B} Original Site

°
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
i

ESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND 0H|G|NAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- rising™in three runs from an inset in the back of the north

"Snow Hill" is a one-and-a-half story brick structure with

a gambrel roof and a five bay main (east) facade. The shed-
roofed dormer windows reflect the bay divisions of the lower
facade, as do the segmentally-arched basement windows. The
double doors with transom light are sheltered by a gabled
porch, the roof of which breaks through the cornice mouldings
of the eaves and into the lower slope of the gambrel roof.
The porck--and the identical one on the west facade--is a
reconstruction carried out at the time the house was restor-
ed; it replaced the Classical Revival, flat-roofed porch
pictured by Henry Chandlee Forman in Early Manor and Plant-
ation Houses of Maryland (p.93.)

The brick ends have an irregular fenestration. The south
end has two doorways, the western one now used as the
exterior door and the eastern one replaced by a window during
restoration; this eastern door once connected the house to a
log kitchen building that had been attached to the south
end; evidence of an even earlier south wing can be seen in
the brickwork, the ridge of the roof rising to the bottom

of the chimney stack. On the north end wall the lintel of

a closed-off basement entrance remains. The chimney stacks
rise fifteen courses from ridge to cap; the cap consists of
five courses, the first three corbelled outward and the next

two stepping back. .

SNOITLDONY LS NI

In plan, the house has a center hall with two rooms on
either side. The staircase resembles the one at"Montpelier,"
hall wall. The second floor hall, off of which four rooms
open, is balustraded on the west (staircase) side.

The northeast and southeast ground floor rooms are the most
elaborate. Each has a corner cupboard with keystone arched
opening; a pilaster runs from the top of the keystone to
the cornice moulding, which breaks out to serve as a pil-
aster cap. Both rooms have cast iron hearths, perhaps made
at Snowden Iron Works; the mantle shelves are moulded cor-
nices. In the northwest room, the hearth is brick; the
mantle shelf has a dentil course below the shelf. A small |
boxed staircase to the second floor extends into the south-
west corner of the southwest room; otherwise, the room has
been modernized for use as the kitchen.

(see continuation_sheet No.l)
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[ Historic K Industry losophy

O Agriculiure ] invention I"] Science

Architecture {J Londscope L1 Sculpiure

‘fj Art . Architscture X Social/Human-

O Commerce O Lireroture itarion

] Cot‘-\;\:\un;colionx v [J Militory |Z] Theoter

[) Conservotion M Music | | Transportetion

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE =

"Snow Hill, built between 1799 and 1801, is a retardataire |
example of Georgian architecture built by Samuel Snowden, |
son of Richard Snowden, grandson of Captain Richard Snow-
den, and great-grandson of Richard Snowden, "The Immigrant.’
The Snowden family emigrated from Wales to Maryland in
1675, settling first in Calvert County. From 1676 to 1685,
"The Immigrant" received 1976 acres of land near the
Patuxent River; by 1690, he had settled in the present-day
Howard County near Laurel. Captian Richard Snowden, who
built "Birmingham Manor (burned 1891), had a single heir,
Richard III, who inherited the entire Snowden land hold-
ings amounting to 26,000 acres in modern Anne Arundel,
Prince George's, Montgomery, and Howard Counties and
Washington, D. C., as well as the iron works on land patent
"Iron Mine" granted to the family before 1700. In 1726,
Richard Snowden III formed the Patuxent Iron Works, with
Edmund Jennings of Annapolis as one of the subscribers; by
the time of his death, Richard III was sole owner of the
iron works. :

"Richard Snowden III had four sons and six daughters. His
son Samuel was born 1727 and died in 1801, leaving his
estate to his nine children. Samuel inherited one third of
his father's iron works, as well as 6000 acres of land in
Anne Arundel and Prince George's Counties. In 1774, he
served on the Committee of Safety and, although a Quaker, is
supposed to have assisted actively the patriot cause in the
Revoltitionary War. - It is Samuel Snowden who built "Snow
Hill," which he left to his son, Samuel Snowden, Jr.

(see continuatiop sheet No.l)
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(see continuation sheet No.4)

GEOGRAPHICAL DATAC

LATITUDE AND L ONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE ANC LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROSFRTY 0 DEFINING THL CenTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
B 4R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
chvcu Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degress Minutes Seconds
nw | 390 04. 30. | 76 o S50 - 54 =
NE 390 04. 32% | 76 ¢ 05 . 35 -
SE 39. 04. 23. 76 ¢ 05 . 35 .
w 390 04, 24. ]| 76 o 05 » 52 . _
AFPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: lQ acres it
ILiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT|E$'O§IERLAPPING STATE OR CQUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: CODE | LOUNTY: CODE
’
11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE: A
Christopher Owens, Park Historian gh
ORGANIZATION DATE -

14 May 1973

BTREET AR Y¥ T Beorgia Avenue

Md. National Cap. Park & Planning Commissio

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

STATE CODE

Maryland 73

r
‘12.

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

- NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 19.(16 (Public Law
809-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Regis}er and certify that it has been
~valuated according to the c-iteria and procedires set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
Netional Register. ’

Director, Otlice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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! Date
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" Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
(oly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland 96 63-4

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [counv. '
orge's
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Prince Georg

FOR NP$§ USE ONLY

(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY WUMBER oavE

No. 1

(Number all entriea)

"Snow Hill"
No.7-Description continued-

Each of the south rooms and the northeast room have two
win8ows. The northwest room has one window facing west

and one facing north,opening into a closet that now is a
"powder.room." Chair rails throughout the house are simple,
consisting of a board with bead supporting a roll moulding.
A door from the southeast room to the former kitchen build-
ing has been blocked off by a cabinet .built at Snow Hill, .
Worchester County, Maryland.

In the attic, the roof framing consists of common rafters
with lapped joints at.the ridge; collars are lapped over the
rafters.

During the restoration and modernization of the house, Dr.
and Mrs. Warren had reproduced a number of hardware and
decorative items. Thus, the modern doors were made using an
original door as a pattern. The restoration design, done by
Byard Turnbill, AIA, has attempted to presexrve as much as
possible, model reconstructed items on existing character

of the :‘house.

No.8-Signifiance-continued-

In his will of 17 September 1800, Samuel Snowden left his
son, Samuel, Jr., "all my Lott or Parcell of Land(whereon
my dwelling House was burnt) lying in Prince George's
County aforesaid being part of Birmingham Manor containing
Eleven Hundred and thirteen acres of Land", as well as his
household effects, cattle, four horses, and wagons belong-
ing to the plantation. In addition, he gave to sons Philip

and Samuel equal parts of his "undivided third part of the Lot

or parcel of Land on which Stands patuxent Forge together
with all my Property in and on Said Lot", as well as his
third ipterest in undivided lands left him and his brothers
by Richard Snowden. Finally, son Philip received 1250 to
complete his house and son Samuel received "a Sum not
Exceeding Five Hundred Pounds like Money(including the Sum
of One Hundred and Twenty five Pounds which I have already
engaged to pay) for the Purpose of being laid out and Expend-
ed in procuring materials for, and for rebuilding and re-
fitting my late Dwelling House which was burnt, and which I
have devised as aforesaid to my Said Son Samuel and his - '
Heirs forever."

GPO 921.724
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Foim 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Maryland FG td-Y4

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |couNTY

Prince George's
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet) No. 2

(Number all entrles)

"Snow Hill"
No.8-Signifiance continued-

On 19 June 180l1-eight days before his death--Samuel Snowden
added a codicil to his will witholding 1250 from his son
Samuel in light of the "considerable Sums of Money" expended
in the "flnlshlng of the Dwelling House devised by me to my
Son Saerl Snowden."

In 1798 Tax Assessment for Prince George's County shows three
major Snowden holdings, Thomas Snowden's "Montpelier, "Thomas
Snowden's two story brick house occupied by Richard Snowden
(probably "Oaklands"), and Samuel Snowden's "stone dwelling
house on part of Birmingham Manner [sic,]" ‘with eight windows
and measuring 32 feet by 20 feet. Since no stone Snowden
house found mentioned in any other records, it is most prob-
able and plausible that the house referred to in Samuel
Snowden's will as buving in this house and -that a new house
was built in the period 1799 to 1801, this house being the
present "Snow Hill."

Samuel Snowden, Jr., died intestate in 1823, and his land was
divided among his children Samuel C., Mary, Sarah, Martha,
Joseph,. and Rebecca Snowden.” From a survey drawn at the time
of the division of the estate, it can be established that.
Sarah Snowden inherited her fathet's dwelling house; in 1865
she and her sister Mary Tyson sold their lands to Benjamin
and Sarah Alsop, who conveyed them to John Alsop, whose heir
Thomas, Alsop lost the estate in a mortgage foreclosure.  Anna
Frye thus acquired "Snow Hill," .and she sold it to H. Rozier
Dulaney in 1907; Alice McCauley purchased it from Dulaney,

and the present owners acquired title from the McCauleys in
1940.

Unfortunately, the Snowden famlly papers have been lost and/
or destroyed, many at the fire at New Birmingham Manor in 1891
according to family sources. Thus, the association of "Snow
Hill" with Samuel’ Snowden must be pleced together from part-

ial records.
0

(see continuation sheet No. 3)
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Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
. uly 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
T ) ’ Mary'land

(o] STORI E COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HIST CPLACES Prince George's
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

J

PCba-y :

FOR NPS USE ONLY |
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet) No. 3

(Number all entries)

" Snow Hill"
No.8-Signifiance continued-

i

A Ll hS e ok % e

Research is complicated by the fact that Snowden lands re-
mained undivided until 1790 and because all of the houses and
astates were referred to by their land and grant names, such
as "part of New Birmingham Manor"; in the records to 1800, no
reference is made to the name "Snow Hill" is uncertain. To
the Snowden residents, all were evidently seen as part of one
vast family holding.
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That all of the Snowdens were associated in the iron industry
is easier to establish, although the size of the Patuxent
Iron works has never been satisfactorily established. Wills
give portions of the iron works to various children and in
various docements, they are referred to as "Iron Master."

For example, in a mortgage from Joseph Walter of Bacon Hall
to Thomas Snowden, Samuel Snowden, and John Snowden (28 March
1764) , the Snowdens are called "Iron Masters."

From the extant records, three Snowden houses are known to
have been standing in Prince George's County about 1800:
"Montpelier," "Oaklands," and "Snow Hill." The first and
second were owned by Thomas Snowden, who occupied’ "Montpelier"
and rented, leased, or gave "Oaklands" to Richard Snowden as
his residence. Thus, the references to a house burning and
being rebuilt by Samuel Snowden clearly point to "Snow Hill"
as the house. '

&

;
4
:

From the above discussion, several points emerge that make
"Snow Hill" a significant house in terms of Prince Georxge's
County and Maryland state history. First, it is a very late
example of Georgian architecture with several unusal features,
namely, the handling of the corner cupboards late colonial and
early republican ironmasters and one of the founders of an-
industrial family that in later  years ran the extensive mills
at Laurel (employing ,in 1850 over 500 persons). The Snowden
family, including Samuel, also owned extensive landholdings -
in eastern , Montgomery County and through the division of their
.estates and granting of dowries they played a large role in
shaping Montgomery County society; the extensive holdings of
the Thomas family, for example, which included "Clifton," came
from their marriages into the Snowden family.
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Finally, and of potential historical importance, is the
more -recent fact that Dr. Bryan Warren was the first doctor
to treat’Governor George Wallace when he was shot at Laurel
Shopping- Center in 1972.

No.9-Major Bibliographical References-continued-

Fraezee, Thelma K. "A Geneological Sketch of Samuel Snowden
Builder of 'Snow Hill'."™ -Typescript owned by Dr. and
Mrs. Warren, Snow Hill, Laurel, Maryland.

Prince George's County Land and Probate Record. , Hall of
Records. Annapolis, Maryland.

Warren, Virginia and Ann Muégrave. Research Notes on Snow
Hill. Spring 1973. .
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
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7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One)
[ Excellent &2 Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated ] Ruins {0 Unexposed
(Check One) . (Check One)
&8 Altered [J Unoltered ] Moved &> Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a one and a-half story brick structure
with a gambrel roof and a five-bay main (east)
facade. Below the water table are basement windows
with segmental relieving arches, while the main
floor windows have flat arches. The double doors
have a transom light. The window frames have pegged
joints. The brick work is Flemish bond.

There are five dormer windows in the gambrel roof.
The dormer roofs continue the line of the higher
part of the gambrel roof.

The west facade also has five bays and dormer windows.

On the north end, there are two windows on either

side of the stack. On the south end there are two
windows at the loft level, one to the west side on

the second story level, and a door and window on the
first floor. On the east side of this facade is an
entrance to the basement. The original basement
entrance, however, was on the north facade; supporting
lintel is still visible. The stacks are corbelled

out & three bricks at the cap.

The owner says that there was a log addition on the
south end that he has removed. The porches have been
reconstructed.

The original well loation is southeast of the house;
the wall has been re-built of fieldstone. The log

smokehouse is a reproduction of one from North Carolina

33

SNOITLODONYLSNI

SN

P o I T T

PTUTIIIE R

Py

AN T AR S ) TS AL N Y SR TR IR PN T TR T

ST

g e el




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PG 6 Y

{8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian 3 16th Century B 18th Century [ 20th Century
] 15th Century [J 17th Century ) {3 19th Century .

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal () Educotion
[0 Prehistoric {TJ Engineering
[ Histeric O Industey
O Agricuiture O invention
B8 Architecture {J Londscope
O Ast Architecture
O Commerce [ Literature
[0 Communications [ Military
[O Conservation [ Music

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Political {J Urban Plonning
Religion/Phi. O Other (Specity)
losophy

Science

Sculpture

Sociol/Humon-

itarion

Theater

00 00O 0o

Trensportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mr., Turnbill, AIA, did

restoration work.
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STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
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ORGANIZATION . DATE
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OTC""APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION ANL

Po:62-4

Lstate Mde
county Frince Georges
TOWN VICINITY

STREET NO. 197

Snowden family
Private dwelling

#2
Rt.

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE
PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE  Private dwelling
WALL CONSTRUCTION {34 (4

NO. OF STORIES 7/\[1,

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
INVENTORY

Snow Hill

2. NAME

DATE OR PERIOD late 18th cent.
sTYyLe Md. gambrel

ARCHITECT

BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

- NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

OPEN TO PUBLIC

8% stories, gambrel roof, porch at entrance may be orig.

Flemish bond on front with glazed headers.

Window frames appear to be orig.

House well kept.
Bad Jjob on roof;
of roof recently.

Log outbuillding 50 ft. s.e. of house.
Widespaced timbers, do¥retailed at corner

on brick foundation.
Hip roof with shingles.

Estate in no danger.

dormers have been jJjimmied in lower portion

Square, approx. 12%x 12

sources; Forman page 93
Bowle
Yool oo T e
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ETRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior
Colov 939

§ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

Fovimewn |, Bavly bones, W34 oo
;
'\_\\o:~

)
P'ncfo ,

y [Qee N

9. 'NAME, ADDRES$S AND TITLE OF RECORDER

DATE OF RECCORD

Ruan bo.vw,,‘ ,(9 216




& SEC LATInPL REGHTER fom 72

PRINCE GEOKGE'S COUNTY

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET

P.G. County Survey # 62-4 Date c. 1800

Building Name _ Snow Hill

Locaticn Route 197, Laurel, Maryland

Open to Public yés __ X no

"SNOW HILL," built between 1799 and 1801, is a very
late example of Georgian architecture. The house was
constructed by Samuel Snowden, a descendant of Richard Snowden,
"The Immigrant,” who came to Maryland from Wales in 1675.
"Snow Hill" has some unusual architectural features. On the
ground floor, there is a unique treatment of corner cupboards
with keystone arched openings and there are cast iron
hearths, possibly made at the Snowden iron works. The
Snowden family, which owned extensive landholdings in
Prince George's and Montgomery Counties, were instrumentall
in the establishment of the iron industry in Maryland and
later directed the vast iron mills in Laurel which employed

over 500 persons in 1850.
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P NAME

17 o026 2304

C OMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Snow Hill

{2. LOCATION

STREET ANDC NUMBER:

Route 197
CtTY OR TOWN:
Laurel
STATE COUNTY:
Marvland Prince George's
(3. CLASSIFICATION : : : :
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
. WNER STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
(O District & Building O Public Public Acquisition: &9 Occupied Yes:
[ site [ Structure |BR Private & In Process [] Unoccupied O Restricted
. Object O Both {0 Being Considered [} Preservation work [ Unrestricted
in ptogress 8 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Agricultural [} Pork
{0 Commercicl ' Privaote Rasidence
{73 Educationa! [ Religious

[J Government
3O Industrial

O Military

[J Tronsportation
{71 Other (Specity)

] Comments

Id

3 Entertainment O Museum 3 Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OCWNER'S NAME:

Dr. Bryan Warren

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 197

(i)ﬁ}ki50x~19()>

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

d—__Tiaurel_

hifs!

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

g

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Upper Marlboro

Md,

Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg.

£) 3

{6, REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings_ Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: .} “- {7 Federal O State

{7 County

[ Locel

DEPOSITORY FOR SURYEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBER:

East Capitol & 1st Streets SE

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington, DpC

STATE:
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TDESCRIPTION T A U R AN R
(Check One)
[C] Excellent B Good [0 Fair [C] Detericrated [OJ Ruins [J) Unexposed |
CONDITION s ke .
(Check One) (Check One)
B Altered [C] Unaltared [ Moved E] Originol Site

DESCRIRE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPIAR&HCE .
"Snow Hill" is a one~ond-a~hall ”torv brick structure with o
;;murcl roof and a five bLay ain (c"vi) facade, Tic shod~
roofed dormer windows reflect the bay divisions of the lower
f2cade, as ao the segnentally=arched Lasement windows, The
doudle doors with trensoa light are sheltered by o pobled porch,
the roof of which breals thrcugh the cornice mouldings of the
eaves and into the lower slope ¢i the gambrel rocy, T[he porcli--
and the identical one on the west facade~~is a reconstruction
carried out 2t the time the hcuse was restored; it roplaced
the Classical Revival, flat=rcofed porch h¢CfU10u by Henxy

Chandlee Yoreman in Early lanor» ond Plantation Houses of Hrrslantl

(Po 9.::)0

The Lrick ends nave un irregular fenes
nas txo uuurHQJb, the western one now
and the sastern one replaced by a windc

o3 e

this sastern door once connected the acuse to
puilding thot had veen attached to the south c
an even earlier south wing car be seen in the
ridge of the roof rising to the botton of the

Qi the north ead wali the lintel i cloged=o0ss

m

ation: The south i
gt =& the “::1'\"11'01* door

:3 o_":l{__'ltlul;

D

ot ey
]

(o ¢

entronce remains, T clas rise 11 L".'.c:l;n m.:u..v,,:.ar_;
fron r;d c to cepj tlie cup uuhdiﬁts of Iive courses, i“o
iirst th corvelied outward and the next two.stepping back,

» -
In plan, the house has & cente wall with two rooms on either
side, The staircase r,uUmulc” vite one at Miontpelier," rising
- -~

in three runs from an inset in the bacik of the north hall wsll,

The second fioor holl, off of waich Jour rooms opcen, is bul=
ustraded on the th (staircase) side.

m; S 0, & . soulheca <t < BT ‘
e Bk, “ﬁf%ﬂﬁﬂﬂt ground floor roows are the nocs

elaevorate, Hach has a corner cupwoarc with kezctone arel
opening; a pilster vun' ‘rom the btop of the he:q
cornice mouldink, which breaks out- to serve as a p;lcstur CZ
Both roous hgvo cast iron heartis, perhops nade &t the Snowicn
iron, worise; the mantle shelves sre moulded corniueu. in tle
n s . 4 4 . . 1 5 .
ag—ri'—;—ég "Ct..-, the noarih is bidcek; the wonile shell Lics ¢
gntil course below the shells _ G il 1; woxed *szrc:"o to the
+ Ga L.

A, 2 o
'8"% fioor exteuds into the 1= Bt COorner 10 soutii-

t.'l 53:

§aﬂ roosn; othnorwise, 'thce roow has been aodernized lor uae
a3 the Ititchen,

vr o woriheast 3
and the seusiesst room have

roon hae one window focing SoF and
7 into o closet that now is a “powdor
= e '“hout thc house are siaple, consisving
i th bead sunport: a roll moulding, A door fron
the ROSERSIEE noom to the fo mnr jritenen building .has .beon
blocked off by & cabingt huilt ot Saow Hill, Worchester Gotnty,
Haryland, e

(3!.'.‘") Con 1,' nuabion Aheotl)
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hitecture
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B3 Religion/Phi.
losophy

] Science

[ Sculpture
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0 itarion

[ Theater

[ Tronsportation

1. Urb
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an Plenning
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFIClNCE
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USnow Hill,® bui Tc heivesn
— L

afovesoid bokay pioaet ol i
Hundr nd teen acoon
?old cts tile, Jour
Lo ati i tilo
3::..'.11101 -’3-’ ol of hig 9

vich

l;t "“L
= =

4 i (_I
J‘I

799 and 1201
ture bhuilt by

"co:':rl-;m

son of Rchard Sunol , Orandscn of Ceoptain cheyd 08
and ,"jl":';’:l'-.f','.'.“"‘.‘__-.10.‘1 o:. chard Snowaen, "The Imyioran', o
510 raven from Weles to Merylend in 1875,
set Oslvert Comnty, From 1276 ©o 1605, Wiug
I 1976 acres of land nezx che P \u:"n:
RiA bag nettled in the present=d et
Ca Riciiard WEEn, who -LLi
"_,5_1*..3;'-1‘:;.1“: Hanort (Luried ]r_,“]), had 2 single heir, Riclize
III, M0 inheritiod the entire Srowcen land holdings e Al
to 20,000 2cres in nodein j"rvuo] Prince Georget i,
'.1011'\;_‘0';1‘_."_‘;_.', nd Howand Coun s W= ""'*'“"l'nn, B 2
well zs tae iron woris on patent "Irxon IiIino® srentoed
to the Fanily befors 1700 172C," Richerd Snowiea 11X
Tozmec. vhe Po Liron ﬂorh;, with EBdownd Jenninis of
. Annapolis oo onc of tae o 1bseribers; oy tihe tine of linm
Geath, RlLchard III s uole owner ol the LICh VOIiit,
Rizhard Snowden IIT had four sons and six daughters, IIia
son Semuel was born in 1727 and aied in 1801, lecving his
estate To his nine chilléren, Sauuel 1vne=l~o~ cne third
of his father's izon woriks, & well as £000 acves of Jond
,in Aunne Arundel and Prince George's Counties, In 1974, he
sexrved on the Coumitiee ¢f Safety mnd, although o Quoler,
is supposca to have as%lsted actiuely the. patriol cause In
the Rwol._t.,._w AAry '.'." e It is Senuel Saowden who built
USnow Hill, "™ whichk he left to his soh, Szauel Saowden, Jiv,
In hds will of 17 September 1800, Sanuel Snowden lofi
s BOR; S&nuel; Jdrs, Yall ny Lott oxr Parcell aof L'vn (?' |
my Duelli LIy .u'm.":r': Wi 111--.1.) 'I"|11" in Princo (,m-r'» sonde

AL Tlaamre com benial

of Land," a5 well s
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MARYLAUD TI‘I.)-\ RICAL. TRUST WORKSHEET
ITE 7 (Continucd)

In the attiec, the rool freming consiste of common rafters
Tluﬂ la}ycd Joints $t the ridgey collars are lspped ovexr the

Puring the iestoration and modernization orf the house, Dr,

and Ils. Warren had roproduced a2 nunber of hardware -md decor-
ative itens, Thuc, the modeérn doorn were made using an oripginsd -
door as a patiern, The resgioration dceliprn, dong by Dyuord
Turnbill, ATA, has attempted 10 preserve as much as poseible,
model reconstructed itemc on existing origingl fentures, and
preserve the late Georgilon character of the house.

I7mg O (Continucd)

completes his house and zon Somuel pecelved "a Swin nvt BErcooding
Five Hundred Pounds like lMoney (including the Swa of Oune
dundred and Twenty live Pounds which I heve already onraged

to pay) for the Purvnoses of being laid out and ”xpcnde& in
procuring mneterisls Ig and-for : CHU‘IQILF snd refivting wy

dote Dwelling House walch was burnt, and which I hewve deviscd
o3.aferogeid ol ny Satd Hoi u“quE -ﬁh hie Heirs forever

f
On 19 June 1801--=cipht days before hin death-—Suiiuel Snowden

added a codicile %o Mis will withelding 8250 from lis son
Semuel ia light of the M"censiderable Suuk of Mouey™ expeoadon

in the ";;41UQ11" o the Dwelling Feuse. deviced by ne te uy
Son Banuel Snowdsn, ! -

The 1798 Tax Asscasnent for Prince CGeorge's County shows throe
ngjoer Snowden aola:nfs, Thonas oLouuen'a Miontpelier," Thonss
Snowden's two story brick house oecupied by Rich"“" Saowden
(pro, Jly "Ooklends "), nnd Sa wel Snowden's “stone aﬂull*nu
nouse on part of Ziruinghaou lavner [;&1.]" with eight windows
and measuring 32 fest by 20 fect, Since no stone Snowden
nouse is found mentioned in any other records, it dg most
provcble zid plausible that the hcuse referred to in Bumuel
Snowden's will as bouring is this house and that z new liouz

was ouilt din ,tne period 199¢ tu 13801, this house being 1110
present “Saow Hiil, "M

awuel Snowden, Jdr.; died intestate in 1823, ond his lond wis
divided zmong his childron Smuwel €,, Mary, Saval, ortha,
Joseph, and Rebecca Snowden, Fron a survey dravmn at the time
of tho dilvision of the estote, it can be established that
Sarah Srowden inkeriled her 'dihhr'” dwelling house; in 1305
ghie and her sister Mary Troson nold thier lands to .-,1'3 s
and Sarah Alsop, wao conveyed them to Jolin Alsop, viiose

neir Thomas Alsop lost l‘he estate In o mortgase Torcelor

anna Frye thus acquired "Snow Mill," and she sold At %o ﬂ.
RFosier Dulaney in 19073 Alices HeCauley puvchased it fros
1Du\cme, y ana clite pa *f‘.‘,r.,u'l: GALE s .".f:rm.j.rur}. title from the
MeCauloyn 1n 1940,
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Unfortunately, the Snowden Ffemily popers have been lost and/
or destroyed, many at the fire at New Birminghem Menor in
1891 sccording to family sources. Thus, the zssocialion of
"Snow Hill" with Sanmuel Snowiden, must be picced togelher

from partiadl recérdas, Resesrch is complicated Ly the fact
that Snowden lands reomained undivided until 1290 and becaune
211l of the houses ond estaten were referred to by their land
grant nzmes, suCu as "poart of New Birminghom Manor'; in the
records to 1600, no reference s mude to the nawme "Sapuww Hi1)M
or to the name "Montpelier" znd the origins of these appelalions
is uncertain, Tu the BSnowden residents, 21l were evideally
seen as part of one vast family holding,

That all of the Snowdens were associaled in the iron indusizy
i3z easzier to establish, aglthough the size ol the Fatuxznt

Iron works has never been satisfactorily established, Wills
Zive portions of the iron works to various chiildren and in
various docuwenls, they are referred to as "Iron Master,"

ror example, in a mortgage Irom Joseph Walter of Dacon Hell vo
Thomas Snowden, Bamuel Snowden, ond John Snowden (206 Harch
17€4), the Snowdens are called "Iron Masters,”

rrom the extant records, three Snowden houses are kncwn to
have been standing in Prince Gecrge's County obout 1800:
Wiontpelier," "Oaklands," and ¥Snow Hill,"™ The first and
sgcond werc owned by Thomas Snowten, who occupiced "Mont-
pelior" and rented, leused, or rave "Ozklands" to Richard
onovden as his residence, Thus, the references to a house
burning and being rebuilt by Samuel Sncwden clearly point
to "Snow Hill" as the house.

From the above discussion, several pcints emerge thal

make "Snow Hill" a significant house in terms of Priunce
George's County and Maryland state Ristory. First, it :
is a very late exzmple of Georgian architecture with seversl -
unusual features, nsinely, the handling of the corner cupbosards
and the iron he=vths, Second, it iz the home of one of Maryland's
late colonial and esrly repunlican ironmasters and one of

the founders of an indastrigl femily that in later years

ran the extensive mills at Laurel (employing in 1850 over

500 persons).. The Snowden fanily, including Somuel, =lso
omed extensive landholdings in eastern Montgomery County

and thrcough the division of their estates and gronting of
dowries they played a large role in shaping Montzomery County
societyy -the oxtensive noldings c¢f the Thomas fenily, TLor
example, which included ¥Clifton! came from their mavriages
into the Snowden family,

Finally, snd of potential historicul importance, is Lue
more rccent fact that Dy, Beyan Warren was bhe ol
doctor to trest Guvernur Gooryso Wallacu when hoe was hal
al Laurel Shopping Cenler in 19272 :
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SNOW HILL
Late Eighteenth Century

“Snow Hill” is another old Snowden
home of the last quarter of the Eighteenth
Century, built across the Patuxent from
Richard Snowden’s “*Birmingham Manor”.
It has a plan very similar to that of “Oak-
land” nearby, and an exterior practically
the same, except for “Oakland’s” mansard
roof. There are more roams on the ground
floor, but the stairway is not so impressive
as that of “Oakland”.

“Fairlands”, “Snowden’s Hall”,
‘“Montpelier”, and “Oakland”, are other
old Snowden homes in the vicinity. Major
Richard Snowden of Birmingham, Eng-
land, was the founder of this family in
Maryland about 1658. His son, Capt.
Richard Snowden, owned “Robin Hood’s
Forest” (ten and a half thousand acres),
and other plantations.

Views: From Northwest.
Dimensions:
Overall, 35-0 by 50-0.
Ceiling, 11-}.
Sil, 31.
Panes, 10 by 12.
Wall, 14.
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EARLY MANOR

AND

PLANTATION HOUSES
MARYLAND

An Architectural and Historical Compendium, 1634-1800,
with three hundred twenty photographs and one hundred
forty-five plans, details and sketches = = % @ = @

By H. CHANDLEE FORMAN, Art Educator, Architect

M. Arch., Ph.D. (Fine Arts), Litt.D. (History and Archaeology)

Fellow of the American Institute of Avchitects; Fellow, Explorers Club, New York; Gearge Barnard White Prize, Princeton Univernity;
Carnegic Foundation fellow {creative painting); Calvert Prize, State of Maryland (historic preserration) ; Citation, Chesapeake Bay Chapler, A1.A. (serzice).

Honorary Member, The Archeological Society of Maryland, The Townsend Society of America, The Nantucket Garden Club; One-time Editor of the

national records of the Hirtoric American Buildings Surcey, Library of Congreas; Secrelary of the Society for the Presersation of Maryland Antiquities;
Chairman, Maryland Adrisory Committee on Archeology, Johne Hopling Unirversity.

Former Lecturer om Art, Haverford College, Rutgers Unirernity, University of Pennaglrania, U.S, State Department (arownd the Weorld);
Comer Professor af Art, (Gerorgia) Wealeyan College; Professor of Art and Department Head, Agnes Scolt College.

Author of “Early Nantucket and its Whale Houses,” “'0ld Buildings, Gardenr and Furniture in Tidewater Margland,” “Jamestown and 8t. Mary's,
Buried Citien of Romanee,' *The Virginia Eastern Shore and ita British Origing," and other books.

SECOND EDITION
Rerised

BODINE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

In coopevation with Moclay & Awsociates, Ine.

BALTIMORE
1082



Real Property Search - Individual Report Page 1 of 1

Click here for a plain text ADA compliant screen.
 Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation Go Back
%] PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY View Map
F Real Property Data Search New Search
Account Identifier: District - 10 Account Number - 1126689
I Owner Information J
Owner Name: MARYLAND NATL CAPT PK & PLANN COMM Use: EXEMPT
ROBERT M ARCIPRETE
Principai Residence: NO
Mailing Address: 6600 KENILWORTH AVE Deed Reference: 1) / 8358/ 617
RIVERDALE MD 20737-1314 2)
I Location & Structure Information J
Premises Address Zoning Legal Description
13301 LAUREL BOWIE RD RR
LAUREL 20708
Map Grid Parcel Sub District Subdivision Section Block Lot Group PlatNo:
10 D2 87 81 Plat Ref:
Town
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem
Tax Class 08
Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area Property Land Area County Use
1737 4,250 SF 1.00 AC 902
Stories Basement Type Exterior
21/2 YES STANDARD UNIT BRICK
L Value Information j
Base Value Phase-in Assessments
Value As Of As Of As Of
01/01/2002 07/01/2003 07/01/2004
Land: 55,000 55,000
Improvements: 223,380 257,440
Total: 278,380 312,440 301,086 312,440
Preferential Land: 0 0 0 0
L Transfer Information ]
Seller: WARREN,BRYAN P & VIRGINIA H Date: 06/26/1992 Price: $1,014,000
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH Deed1: / 8358/ 617 Deed2:
Seller: MD NALT CAPT PK & Date: 05/01/1979 Price: $0
Type: UNKNOWN Deedl: / 893/ 313 Deed2:
Seller: Date: Price:
Type: Deed1: Deed2:
l Exemption Information I
Partial Exempt Assessments Class 07/01/2003 07/01/2004
County 000 0 0
State 000 0 0
Municipal 000 0 0
Tax Exempt: COUNTY AND STATE Special Tax Recapture:

Exempt Class: PARKS AND RECREATION
* NONE *

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/results.asp?District=10& AccountNumber=1126689... 10/28/2003
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PG 63~y
¥L-™ Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation Go Back
. IME PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY View Map
AP Real Property Data Search New Search

District - 10Account Number - 1126689

13,140.84

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001 - 2002.
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning
web site at www.mdp.state.md.us/webcom/index.html

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/maps/showmap.asp?countyid=17&accountid=10+1... 10/28/2003
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