
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
Montgomery-Prince George's Short-term Congestion Relief 

Property Address 7011 Muirkirk Road. Muirkirk. Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Mineral Pigment Corporation/7011 Muirkirk Road. Beltsville. MD 
Year Built circa 1847 

Significance: 

Property Name: Muirkirk Furnace 
Survey No.: PG:62-8 

The Muirkirk Furnace was surveyed in 1980 by the Prince George's Historical and Cultural Trust. The site of the furnace is 
developed with modern industrial buildings, and the exact location is unknown. 

There are no known extant above-ground remains of the Muirkirk Iron Furnace. Iron ore was noticed in the Muirkirk area 
about 1800, but since there is no natural source of power there and overland travel was difficult until the railroad was built, 
it was not until 1847 that the iron was mined (Brennan 1974: 2). The Ellicott family of Ellicott's Mills established a furnace 
at what is now the junction of U.S. 1 and Muirkirk Road. During the nineteenth century, the Muirkirk furnace supplied pig 
iron for use as gun carriages and engine cylinders. The Muirkirk MARC train station and a paint pigment manufacturing plant 
now occupy the site of the furnace. 

The Muirkirk settlement was developed circa 1870, near the intersection of Muirkirk Road and Old Baltimore Pike. The land 
around the furnace and kilns was developed with the mansion of Charles Coffin, who owned the furnace after the Ellicotts, 
approximately thirty workers residences, a store and post office. 

Historic maps do not provide a consistent location for the furnace. The Martenet Atlas of Prince George's County, Marvland 
from 1861 locates the furnace on the west side of the Washington Turnpike (present day Old Baltimore Pike), east of the B 
& 0 Railroad. In Hopkins's 1878 Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of Prince George. Marvland, 
the Muirkirk settlement has become more developed, and the furnace is located on the west side of the B & 0 Railroad. 

National Register Evaluation: 

Constructed circa 1847, the Muirkirk Furnace is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as there are no extant 
structures on the property. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as the site does not have sufficient integrity to 
represent the history of the site and its contribution to the development of the area. It is not eligible under Criteria B and C 
for the same reasons. Finally, preliminary studies conducted for this project indicate the need for further assessment of the 
archaeological potential of this property. Therefore, no evaluation under Criterion D is being conducted at this time. 
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Blbllog ra phy: 

Brennan, John C. 1974. The Muirkirk Iron Mines and the 1940 WPA Maryland Guidebook. Unpublished paper. 

Hopkins, G.M. [1879] 1975. Atlas of 15 Miles Around Washington including County of Prince George's, Maryland. Reprint, 
Riverdale, Maryland: Prince George's County Historical Society. 
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MHT CONCURRENCE: . , 
Eligibility __ recommended X not recommended 
Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
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MARYLAND HISTOR ICAL TRUST P . G. 62- 8 
(~~ i.,~~eAJ 11f101) 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

: 'uirkirk . ·.A.mace 
AND10R COMMON 

milLOCATION 
STREET & NUM BER 

7011 -·uirkirk 21oc:d (on Conway Road per ADC Map of 1993) 
CITY TOWN 

STATE 
r·~ 

.0. . 

WJCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_8UILOING1SI _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTUllE -BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQU ISITION 
_oa1ECT _1N PROCESS 

-BEING CO'llSIOERED 

[}O~VNER OF PROPERTY 

~TRHT e. NU .. lccR 

7011 · :uir;:ir.-: .;.~o·.:.d 

c1rv TOv.'N 

VICINl:Y Of 

STATUS 

-OCCUPIED 

_lJNOCCUP•ED 

_V\-ORIC IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIB LE 
_YES REST"l CTEO 

- "t:S UNflESTP•CTED 
_,._o 

B~l tt-..rj 11~ , : :a . _ VIC!N•""Y OF 

i~:toCATiON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTTON 

REG STAY o~ ~~rn~ETC ";) . G . !o . 'Jo<w:r ouse 

ClrY TOWN 

CO'llGRESSIO"IAL D STl~ICT . 
:::; 

COUNTY:> . G. 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

_co~MERCIAt --"~RIC 

_i:out:.TtO"-AL _PP1v:.rc RES ~E·.:: 

_EN'ifiHAf ','.'!:1'1T _f :u:1CUS 

_GO-.El!NME"<r _cc E' 1FIC 

.INOUSiR!.:.L _ ;;ai;SPC!'i,. -, ::; · . 

STATE I Zl.j;• ccdu 

Liber i: : ~ 03 
Folio ~ : 

sr .. r: 

°E:tREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . . 
TIT!..E 

't ~ - . "" . 
DATE 

O!:POSITOin' FOii 
SU~vEY REC0"0~ 

CITY TO.V'I 

19?.:. 

•\, . . . . 
o= ~is :;.:>r::.~ s.:. ces 

..... 
-FEDERAL _STAT!: .. ~:<::OU\r! -LOCAL 

4811 ~ivertlql e ~o~d . 
-----

STATE 



ill DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORAnD 

XRUINS 

AUNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

- ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DAT£ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~he -:; i t-= of th: ::uirkir1: Iron .:iur nace is ::.idden 

under a cc::!pl ex of ind us :;rial s-:;!"Uc t:J.r<Js ·;1hich ;;oday 

cons ~i tute :r.e ·:i.neral ? i g!:ler-t Cor por a-:iol'! o .r1r om 
the ':>utside there is no visible evidence ?f :;r_e =-n:::n

si ve nin~i; =en th c :nuury nanu:f :oic~urin; operatio:1 , ~illd. 
the pres~?J.t aana;er:en-; is relucta.."1t -co allow visitors 

onto -cne re::iis ::?:.:> . Only a fe"Y1 deteriora.i;in; 7:10-s1;0~ , 

fr<J.me , rt0rker. ' !'lous ~s of the la -ve nine-:e J!ltl: ce~ ;;-

ury s t""lnd :.n u ro:r b .nind the ;resen"t ccm~· lex: as a 

r emin<ler o~ t"'e furnace ' s i,n_ort:=>~l'lt pas-c . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



B SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLU(.jY-PREHISTORIC _cO ... IMvNITY PLANNING _ l.Jl.NDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400·1"99 -ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --"'GRICULTURE .-ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600·1699 _J.RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIA'4 

_1700-1799 _J.RT _ENGl~EEF.ING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800· 1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORA Tl0Nt5ETi"lEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900. _COo.IMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCl-flTECT 

STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

C'he J '.uirkirk i ~a.'1.:.if ac turi:'.1€; Co"'l )fL"'l~.r r1as incor1 -
orateJ· 6 ;:i:>.rch 1646 o:r :-:1'):::.oers o::' :;ne ,llico-t fa.":1-

ily, 
1

-md iron !:'leri:in0 ·::-=?s v;ell "tL'1.d : r way by 1a?Oo 

:::he conpeny was sold in 1853 to .. ':. llia.-:i ~ . Coffin 

and Jose h Co u"Con , iron inuuz-:rialis~s frc:n _f .. :w _::ng
l c::.n l , and bJc~..,e '1...'1. i2 o~~an~ ~~oducP.r o~ ordn~~ce 

2 • 
durin~ t~e 8ivil !::tr. In 18·i 7 , :;he col:!~~.7 W[lS sold 
to C:.1.'ll'l .:S Co·f'f' ;.,._ ("'""" o-f' J e - --.. ..:J'-"".l ...., i - :: iar.1) •.·:no buil i: a 
marn;ion en &'le ndJ. c.; n;.,., · ~ ... .,.. .,.."'"'\ , ..,.,...d '"' ~na· .,..,.~d" ,.., :i..· .,. 

# - ... _... ... -. • - .. " ........ '-""''"'... ' ..... .... ... ~-,,. , , ~ .. , 

n-•uirkir~ Iron Com..,~ny 11 
,., flouriching C0"1ccrn . 3 

It hnd an l'l.!L."lual pr::::c uc-:::.on o-:: 7 000 1;ons of pH~ iron , 
;7hich ·.-m.s r~onted 

Uni t)d St -,~,,... 
"'._ ....i • 

'i~ iron 1n 

Charl ~s Coffin •:;·•s a i:J.e:-1Je1· o.:' boch hou.::>~s of tf13 

! .n.ryl'-".nd <;-~neral t:.ss .::-~101~; , 188L -;;o 1 '~J '. , ·;;::?.:::; • ~le·:: c~d . 
'tO the 54th Con~r~ss of ;h. Un:.~~d ~~~e~ , 1894 ~o 1 897 . ~ 

J:r .. 1909 he d .eded i;!!e ::uirz~i~:: '-..ur.r:.ce 1;0 hi~ son ..,llc::.r-y 

0o 'fin , ·.vi:o c on-:;i!'lu<:!d i;o o~':"..!rc:-;.: :.t t:ntL:.. 1920 . 5 
1 • 
2. 
3. 
4. 
') ' 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



• ,> 

IJllMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Laws of ::d , chap . 31 o; :Je-::ds : J3B-"'o : 26 , Jl33 =5: 75 , :::1SJ4 : 481, 

#49 : 529 
Directory of American Cong~ess , 1774- 1927 , PPo 330- 31 

CONTINUE ON SEPJ:i-R.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST Al L Sl ATES AND COUNTfES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[£! FORM PREPARED BY 
NAWE TITLE 

Susan G . ?e-;.rl 
ORGAN'ZATION OAT: 

P . G . Historic~.1 & Cult'.<r'"ll ~rnst Oc~ . 1980 
STREET & N\JV.aER TELE?'iCt.E 

779- 2011 
Cl TY CR T.:lW" STAtE 

Ri v:?r l!:>.le , : :d . 

The ~:aryland Historic Sites Inventory was of!icially :::reated 
by a:l Act of t!":e )1arylan¢ Legislature, tc be found .:.n the 
An!'!ota·tee Cod e oi: Marylar.d, .Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 Suppler:'.e::t. 

The S urv~v and Inventory are bei~g ?repared for infor~a~ion 
and record ?ar~oses only and do n0t ccnstitu~e a~y infringe
n~nt of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO : ~laryland Historical Trust 
The Sha~ Ho~se, 21 S~ate Circle 
Annapolis , Ma=yland 21401 
(301) 267- 1438 

Pr· I ,.; s 



503 : 468 
28 Sept 1938 
Deed 

503 : 466 
15 Aug 1938 
Deed 

206 : 129 
3 1 Aug 1923 
Deed 

181 : 104 
26 r.:ay 1922 
Deed 

134 : 419 
3 Dec 1918 
1\Itg 

134 :416 
29 r ov 1918 
Deed 

91 : 323 
30 Sept 1914 
Deed 

90 :307 
30 Dec 1913 
quit claim 

49 : 529 
13 ~!ar 1909 
Laase 

r'/AJ-±1 : 272 
31 Dec 1879 
Deed 

CHAIN OF :' r.:LE 

MUIR.KIRK FUR1TACE 

P .G. #52- 8 

Ja.r:ies P . Eill to Mineral Pig~~nts Corp ., 
same as froo :.:usgrave to Hill , 1938 

G. -.1 . S . !.fusgrave to J . P . Hill , beca.lse of 
bankruptcy of :J . : · . and F . '.'laldo , Inc . , 
sane conve~red to ··:aldos 206 : 129 

Harry Jones , :.: .L. Coffin , R.J . Coffin et al 
to E . r1I. a.."'!d F . \'laldo , all ouildings , 
scales , :furna ces , etc . surve;/ed by :. .Ii . 
Latimer (recorded 206 :1 33) , saT.e con7~·ed 
by P . C. Cassard (181 : 104) ; a lso con-;e_ved 
r ight to perpetual use of na:::i.e 11 :.:uirki:!'k 
Furnace " 

P .S . Cassar1 , assignee of mortgage (134 : 419) 
to H . R. Jones , 5 acre~ , i.:uirkirk :-'1.l!'!!ace 

Muir kirk Iron Co . Inc . to R . R. Jones et al 

H. ~ . Jones , "I!. ec R. Cof !'in , et al to 
I.1ui r kirk Iron Co ., sa"l'J.e dee1ed b: :al e.::-:-i· 
& Gertnt·le Co::':'in -uo E . Jor:es, corn.only 
knm·m a.s : :uirkirk ::-~a!"nace 

~llery & Gertrude Cof~L~ to ~ . R . Jones 
9 acres , c o~ r:onl~r .~m·m as . :uir:<::ir~c _'urn.ace 

:~ .L ., R. J, ·; C. Co::fin et al to !'al er:; 
Coff in , 9 acres , lands of la~e Charles ~ . 
Coffin 

Chas . 3 . & Ca~~e:!'i~e Co~iin to 3 ller<J 
Coff in , 9 1/1 6 acres ; ~i~h buildings & 
good ·:rill o.= ous i !:'!'=ss he1 e~ofore c or.d:.;,cted 
by Chas . 3 . Co::'fin under na..1e of' ~ .uir:t:irk 

-Furnace , sa.,;,e land in .'/AJ1,=1 : 282 

!:uirkir:.C I.::-on Go . to Cl-ias . 3 . Cof:'.:'in, 
books o: cornor::.:;ion haYe bean -cr['!:s.::'e.::-red 
to Ch~s 3 . Co::1~ , ? r esiden'C of -~irkirk 
Iron Co ., i:icl 9 1/i6 acres of l<J.!:d surveveed. 
by J . -~d:'!onst;on , 12 t.,eb 1870 (HB-3 : 95) · 



HB:'1:3 : 97 
1 Jan 1870 
Deed 

PSli4 : 481 
20 Apr 1867 
Deed 

cs:.:-~ 1 : 1 02 
28 July 1854. 
Deed 

JB:B:'1:5 : 57 , 60 
9 Aug 1847 
Deed 

,JBB '15 : 26 
2 1 June 1849 
vtg 

Chap . 310 
6 ::ar 18ci6 
Laws of .~d . 

Chain of ~i tle 
;:uirkirk ?urnace , con"'; ' d. P .G. :!62- 8 

Charles & Catherine Co:' _'in to ·.:uirkirk 
Iron Co . , ::uir~irk ..:'urnace 

Wm . E . Coffin & Jos . H . Cot-con (l.:as . • ) 
trustees for Pe~broke Iron Co . to Chas . 
E. Coffin , all right to land o= furnace 

lln . Glenn ~o .":n . 3 . 0offin & Jos . H . 
Cotton und :!r :'ir.:1 na:ne o~ ·1 . ~ . ~affin & Co . 
la"ld of .=uirKir k :anufacvuring Co . (in
corporated U.."lder ;""ct o.!: .-.sse:::ibl:r o= . d . ) 
·.-1hereas :::lliot~ :?oor sold land (p-:. of 
'.'/intersells ~~i.n)c-e) "tO I:uirr:irk ·:anufacturir:g 
C ( TD"" 5 C: 7 Q t' • • . • • k • ('1 0 <JJ,;;) ' : _, , ...> , nen ."..41r.o<1r .. ::> .... '1 . vO • 
appointed ;o~..n ~len..'1 -:;rus~ee ~o sel: , a:-.d 
Glenn did sell -co Coffin Co . highes't bidJ.cr 
2 Apr 1853 , J . Glenn since died , so :~ . 
Gler..n aopoin~ed ~o carry ouv sale . 

3lliott -:'oor to ~:uirkirk :a""1U:-acturi:1g 
Co . 6 acres plus 114 sq. perches of 
.. linteroells _2-.:>...nge 

~.~irkirk · ·P!1 . Co . -vo ·;1m . Co:':' in & Jos . 
Cotton, ~or ,o~~Y l~nt -
pt . ··;in .;ersells ::·=tnee : 6 acrns cont~:.ining 
fu:::nace ... ~or ~-i.·:ir.g iron ' s ".;l)!'e .ouse ' c:;:el
ling 'houses , s-:; .. o=..es and o :Jn er o.iild ings ; 
114 sq . oerches ; '"'.r.d 10 acr~s 

&lacte:i 0y ·}~ ... er:=i.l Asse::i.bl:r of .d . -:h:!t 
T,..., ?, 1 i·co-- ..... .., ,._,l Sl..oe-"-'t:>r -... - ---s""' 

c.t.-.. e -"....i...- ""-' t """ - . ......,i;;;;;: Ii ....._._.i-.,._ t • :.. ... .;;_ • -,' ''°'•- ' 
rte!lI';v !:".r.dy, - • ..i . 3llicoi;-:; , .:::1:.~0-:::t .?::>or , 
a"ld -:li '3.S .:::llico~t are -:;he coroora-:ion o:' 
·:uir::irk : ·?_';.u::~c-:;uring Co . -



1: 1 . I l 1 1 ~· .: : ·11 ·; ~a::·t.'t • r\ y s1 ~ t:E:-

r·.G . Co i·1: : '· -. t' '<· 1 • 6 2- 8 D.~tC! 1847 

Mui rkirk l•11n1·1ce 

Location 7011 Muirkirk Hoad , Beltsville , f,Jd . -·--- - - ··- --- -
x no 

The site of the Muirkirk Iron l•'urnace is hidden under a 

complex of industrial s true t.ureu w•nch to:ia.v cons ti tu te the Mineral 

Pigment Corpor11.tion . Prom ttH? outGide thei·e is Po visible evidence 

of the extensive nineteenth c nntury ma.nuracturinR operation , and 

the present management is r Pluctm1t t o all ow visitors 011to the 

prem1ne3 . On J,y a f ··w d ~L(? ri oI".1. ting two-!; t or.v , f r ame, worke ru' 

hou'H~S of t.1 "' lnt": rii·1ct.c •111.n c(!J1l.u r,Y st,· ni 1 n ·1 rov. behin d thf' 

prc~cn -:. c ..>mpJ. cx :u 

r 1h <> r:u lr.K.l r 

1~ r <'rn111rl ·1· o 

, •H Uf 'l '' •, 

11.1·· ruen c ' s l:1po.c .hnt p n.s t . 

,(l IL • ' .L ' ' r:JOT': t U ( 1nrch 

(' 104f> h~1 M< ·m111~.L.J oJ' f,!J,. 1. 1 l L~ •1 . t_ t'11 11 , a11 il'OJl 1r·1r{1 n • w1 u well 

und e 1 wn.y lly 1850. l'lw con Jtu1.v w· :· so lJ l.H 1B':>3 t o ·,vi 1 l i am J·: . 
Cof i' in and J ori c ph Co t ton, ir·o11 i nd UL t riali s ~c 1·rom Now ·~nt;lru1d , 

a nd r"'c~.,e an l.mpor tflrlt nrorJ• wcr o f ordnrmc" riu!'in , ~ · 1c Civil War . 

In 18o7, the compnn,y w·10 sold to Charles !~ . Cofl'in (son of William) 

who t-uilt 9. mannion on the ad,ioining farm land, and made his 11Muir kirk 

Iron Comi:nny" a flourishing concern . It had an annual production 

of 7000 tons of pig iron , which was reputed to be the stronRest 

pig iron in thn United Stntes . 

Charles Co~fin was a member of both houses of the Maryland 

GenPr al Assembl,y , 1884 to 1094 , and was elected to the 54th Congress 

of the United States, 1894 to 1897 . In 1909 he deeded the Muirkirk 

FurnaC'e to his son Bller.Y Cof f'in , who continued to opera t;e it 

until 1920 . 

:· ... . . · .-• . ·:; : . 

. . .. 

. . . . . . . -.. ... . • 

. · ..... 



PG-: #62-s 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST p ~ )·-) 

1700305'1 I b 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE ·HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

5I]NAME 
HISTORIC 

Muirkirk Furnace 
AND/OR COMMON 

ifjLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rte. 1 & Muirkirk Road 
CITY. rowN 

Muirkirk (Beltsville) _ v1c1N1TY oF 

STAlE 

Maryland 

~CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

_DISTRICT -t::BLIC 
_BUILDING!S) _PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

.lcTATUS 
CCU PIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

__ WORK IN PROGRESS tTRUCTURE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED vJ.,E.S UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

£rlOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mineral Pigment Corp. 
STREET & NUMBER 

Muirkirk Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Beltsville _ VICINITY OF 

mljLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Prince George's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARl<-

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIOU•C~ 

_ENTERTl>.INMENT __ RELIGIOCJS 

_c.6VERNM~NT _SCIENTIFIC 

zN-DUSTRIAL _ ".'RANSPC-fi TA T:C'i 

_MILITARY _QT HER 

Telephone #: 

ST ATE , 

Maryland 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

zip co-...e 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Marv land 

~REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STAlE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



fr ESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_otTERIORATEO 

.0iu1NS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

LECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Very few visible remains of this important industrial site 
remain. The old Coffin House (a three-story, frame Victorian 
mansion) disappeared ca. 1970. It had stood abandoned in the 
middle of auto graveyard near here. A few' Dadly-deteriorated, 
two-story frame buildings that once housed workers in the iron 
plant are scheduled for demolition. The old brick "beehive" 
ovens and other iron-making facilities have also been removed. 
Present use of the site is a paint works that began ca. WW I, 
after iron manufacturing ceased. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARP.TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Em) SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNll'<G _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __ CONSERVATION _LAW __ SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-~~0-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATIOIJ _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

~~~0-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

__ 1800-1 B99 _COIW.-1 ERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER 1SPEC1FY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ AHCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This was the last iron furnace to operate in the state. 
It was begun about 1847 by the Ellicotts, and later taken over 
by the Coffin family (who came here from New England.) Named 
for Muirkirk, an iron-making area of Scotland. Produced ordnance 
for Union Army during the Civil War. The history of the succeed
ing operation, originally a "dry color works", is detailed in 
a 1933 paper by John T. Fisher of the University of Md. (located 
in Maryland Room library there.) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw Ho~se, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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