MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Muirkirk Furnace
Montgomery-Prince George’s Short-term Congestion Relief Survey No.: PG:62-8

Property Address_7011 Muirkirk Road, Muirkirk, Prince George’s County
Owner Name/Address_Mineral Pigment Corporation/7011 Muirkirk Road, Beltsville, MD
Year Built_circa 1847

Significance:

The Muirkirk Furnace was surveyed in 1980 by the Prince George’s Historical and Cultural Trust. The site of the furnace is
developed with modern industrial buildings, and the exact location is unknown.

There are no known extant above-ground remains of the Muirkirk Iron Furnace. Iron ore was noticed in the Muirkirk area
about 1800, but since there is no natural source of power there and overland travel was difficult until the railroad was built,
it was not until 1847 that the iron was mined (Brennan 1974: 2). The Ellicott family of Ellicott’s Mills established a furnace
at what is now the junction of U.S. 1 and Muirkirk Road. During the nineteenth century, the Muirkirk furnace supplied pig
iron for use as gun carriages and engine cylinders. The Muirkirk MARC train station and a paint pigment manufacturing plant
now occupy the site of the furnace.

The Muirkirk settlement was developed circa 1870, near the intersection of Muirkirk Road and Old Baltimore Pike. The land
around the furnace and kilns was developed with the mansion of Charles Coffin, who owned the furnace after the Ellicotts,
approximately thirty workers residences, a store and post office.

Historic maps do not provide a consistent location for the furnace. The Martenet Atlas of Prince George's County, Maryland
from 1861 locates the furnace on the west side of the Washington Turnpike (present day Old Baltimore Pike), east of the B
& O Railroad. In Hopkins’s 1878 Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of Prince George, Maryland,
the Muirkirk settlement has become more developed, and the furnace is located on the west side of the B & O Railroad.

National Register Evaluation:

Constructed circa 1847, the Muirkirk Furnace is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as there are no extant
structures on the property. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as the site does not have sufficient integrity to
represent the history of the site and its contribution to the development of the area. It is not eligible under Criteria B and C
for the same reasons. Finally, preliminary studies conducted for this project indicate the need for further assessment of the
archaeological potential of this property. Therefore, no evaluation under Criterion D is being conducted at this time.
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Resource Sketch Map: Hopkins Map of 1878 showing site of Muirkirk Furnace

—/= *+ - . >\ VANSVILLE DIST

0 Pnnr.e eCa.

o I sJ‘cqlg!!ﬂu‘ to the Mile.
L ' I c 1.3 = 2

o
Y o« Beall Xsd,
.

M\ >\ Gt

L

Page 4

Preparer:

P.A.C. Spero & Company
May 1998




Montgomery-Prince George’s Shorr-mml’f /&
Congestion Relief i
Town/County Muirkirk/Prince George’s /. h
Quad Beltsville, MD

Survey No. PG:62-8

Property Name _Muirkirk

N\
\S

) b i 7
cnnvr-:)n.-c e
MEMORIAL 7

P B

o« Playpit ,

gFMemonial”
“ \

)

< .‘ AN
" Gravel Pit,
\ %

| 7\ . .‘"I'.. ;\"\\('

J W f
/ - e Be f P
B cﬁl‘- N -
F § & f 3
s \Jf [ .
/ e
b .
.

SR

ikt jﬁ:‘nin'él‘
L i

) an




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
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(rosed. infruwahon. andvred 1| 60)

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TEANAME

HISTORIC — S .
IMadirkirk furnace

AND/OR COMMON

E3LOCATION :

STREET & NUMBER

7011 "uirkirk 2024 (on Conway Road per ADC Map of 1993)
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Reltsville — VICINITY OF 2
STATE AL COUNTY .G,
—
U CLASSIFICATION .

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—BUILDINGIS) __PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE —_BOTH —-WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PPINATE RESIDEACE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT __RELSIOUS
—QBIECY —IN PROCESS —YES RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT ~SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED —.YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —.OTHER

EZOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME . s R E e e

San eral FLERen L “OXruoXr&a vloll TEJ-EP:'IQHE -
STREET & NUMBER P .

7011 Iairxiric Road
CITY TOWN

Beltsville, blila B VICINITY OF

JLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Liber #: 503
COURTHOUSE I 3 Folio #: 4638
recistAy oF peeosEte.  2,G. Co. Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER ] e

Upper llzarlcoro, :ad
CITY TOWN STATE

IS REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE . = d
P.G. Inventory of Historic Sites

DATE

1974 —FEDERAL __STATE COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR N ) N . y
supveyRecords  Hisfory Division, [1ICP2C 4811 Riverdals Ro=sd.,
SEaR TR Rivardzle, id. SEATE




[ DESCRIPTION PG-6a8

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD XRUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR ZLUNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNCWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of the Muirkirk Iron Furnace is hidden
under a camplex of industrial siructurss which today
constitute the llineral Pigmernt Cornoration. From
the outiside there is no visible evidence of the sxtene—
sive nineteenth cantury manufacturing operation,and
the pres=ant menagement is reluctant to allow visitors
onto the premis=s, Only a few deteriorating mwo-siory,
frame, workers' hous=s of the late nineteznth cent- '
ury stend in a row b:hind the present ccmplex as a

1

reminder of the furnace's important past.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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3 SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW
—1500-1559 ~AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE
—16800-1659 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY
—1700-1739 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC
Z1800-1839 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY
- 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS 2X INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—INVENTION

PG 6%

__RELIGION
—SCIENCE

_ SCULPTURE
—~SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

1847

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

The Muirkirk Ilanufacburing Company was incoryp-
orated 6 llarch 1846 by members of the 2Jllicost fam-
ily,1and iron makinz was well undar way by 1850,

The company was sold in 1853 to William =, Coffin

and Josech Coiton, iron indusitrizlists from New nge

lend, and bz2came an inporiant producer of ordnunce
during the Ciwvil !ar.z
to Charles I, Coffin (scn of Jilliam) who built a
mansion cn the adjoining farm land, and mad=2 his
"iuirkirk Iron Compzny" a flourishing concern.’

It had an annual prcduetion of 7000 tons of pig iron,

which was iron in

Unit:d Stozes,

r2puted to be the strongest pig

In 1807, the company was sold

"
[ris

Charl=s Coffin wss a memuer of both houses of tha
laryland G=neral Ass:mbly, 1884 to 1894, was.:lected

to the 54th Congress of th=2 Uniss

En 1909 he d :eded
Coffin,

CONTINUE ON

1. Laws of

2. JBB+6:25;

3, FS44:481
4, iog;r.
5, #439:529

st

the Iuirkirk
who consinued to oparzi:
Marylsnd,

JEEF5 175

Dir,

of Amer.Congress

SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

jvates,
farmace to
it until

84n. Chp,310

1920,

1694 50 1897.%
his son Zllery

1774-1927, pp.E830=-31
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Laws of 114, chap. 3103 Deads:qBBﬁd:EG, JBB#5:75, ¥S#4:481,
#49:529
Directory of American Congress, 1774-1927, PP. 230-31
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EIGECGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE : COUNTY

5¢§ FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Susan G. Pe=arl
ORGANIZATION CATE
P.B. Historical & Cultural Irust Oct. 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHCNE
History Division, 4811 Riverdasle 24 T79-2011
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryvlang Legislature, tc be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purpcses only and do not constitute any infringe-
nent of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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503:468
28 Sept 1938
Deed

503 :466
15 Aug 1938
Deed

206:129
31 Aug 1923
Deed

181:104 :
26 lMay 1922
Deed

134 :419
3 Dec 1918
Mtg

134 :416
29 Nov 1918
Deed

91:323
30 Sept 1914
Deed

90:307
30 Dec 1913
quit claim

49:529

13 Mar 1909 °

L2ase

WAJ#1:272
%1 Da2c 1879
Deed

CHAIN OF TITLE
MUIRKIRK FURIIACE

P .G .#52-8

James P, Hill %o MNineral Pigmants Corp.,
same as from lusgrave to Hill, 1938

G.W.S5. Iusgrave to J.P. Hill, because of
bankruptey of E.l. and ¥. Waldo, Inc.,
seame conveyed to Waldos 206:129

Harry Jones, !.L. Coffin, R.J. Coffin et al
to E.M., and F, Waldo, all buildings,
scales, furnaces, ete., surveyed by =Z.L.
Latimer (recorded 206:133), same convesred
by P.C. Cassard (181:104); also conveyed
right to perpetual use of name "luirkirk
Furnace"

P.E. Cassard, assignee of mortgage (134:419)
to H. R. Jones, 5 acres, luirkirk Furnace

Muirkirk Iron Co. Inc. to H.R. Jones 2%t =zl

H.R. Jones, M, & R. Coffin, et al to
Muirkirk Iron Co., same deeded by Zllexy
& Gertryde Coffin to H. Jones, commonly
known as Iluirkirk Furnace

Ellery & Gertrude Coffin to H.R, Jones
9 acrss, commonly «nown as .uirkirk _‘'urnace

Meliey Redy 3 Co Coffin et al to Hllery
Coffin, 9 acres, lands of late Charles =,
Coffin

Chas, B. & Catherine Cofrin <o Ellery
Coffin, 9 1/16 acres; with buildings &
good will of business heregofore conducted

by Chas, E, Coffin under name of Iluirkirk

“Furnace, same land in WAJ#1:282

Muirkirx Iron Co. %0 Chas. B. Coffin,

books of corporation have besn transferred

to Chas E. Coflfin, president of Tuirkirk
Iron Co., incl 9 1/16 =a2cres of land survaveed
by J. Bdmonston, 12 Pedb 1870 (HB+#3:95)




HB#3:97
1 Jan 1870
Deed

PS#4:481
20 Apr 1867
Deed

CSi%1:102
28 July 1854
Deed

JBB#5:57,60
9 Aug 1847
Deed

JBB#5:26
21 June 1849
Mtg

Chap. 310
6 llar 1846
Laws of Ild.

Chain of Title
luirkirk Purnace, cont'd. P.G. #62-8

Charles & Catherine Coffin to Nuirkirk
Iron Co,, :imirkirk Furnace

Wm, E. Coffin & Jos. H. Cotton (lass.)
trustees for Pembroke Iron Co. to Chas,
E. Coffin, all right to land of furnace

Wm, Glenn to \m. E. Coffin & Jos, H.
Cotton und2r firm name of W. E. Caffin & Co.
land of lmuirkirk lanufacturing Co. (in-
corporated under Act of Assembly of 14d.)
whereas Elliott Poor sold land (pt. of
Wintersells Range) to luirkirk lanufacturing
Co (JBB#5:57,60), then lluirkirk llan, Co.
appointed John Glenn trustee to sell, and
Glenn did sell to Coffin Co., highest bidder
2 Apr 1853, J. Glenn since died, so 'im.
Glenn appointed to carry out sale,

Elliott Poor to lMuirkirk llanufacturing
Co. & ecres plus 114 sq., perches of
Wintersells ZHange

Muirkirk i'an, Co. to Wm. Coffin & Jos,
Cotton, for money lant -

pt. Wintersells Range: 6 acres contzining
furmace for maxing iron, storehouse, dwel=
ling nouses, stzbles and other buildings;
114 sq. perches; and 10 acres

Enacted by Gensral Assembly of 1d. that

Jdn. Ellicott, Samuel Shoemaker, Jas.Tyson,
Henry Handy, P, S. Ellicott, Ellicott Zoor,
and “lias Zllicott are the corporation of
uirkirk snufacturing Co.
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The site of the Muirkirk Iron Furnace is hidden under a
complex of industrial structures which today constitute the Mineral
Pigment Corporation. From the outside there is no visible evidence
of the extensive nineteenth century manufacturing operation, and
the present management is reluctant to allow visitors onto the
premises. Only a few deteriorating two-story, frame, workers?
houses of the late nineteenth century stund in a2 row behind the
present complex as a reminder ol Lhe furncee's important past,

The Muirkirk Hanufacturing Company wno incprporated 6 March
1846 by members of Lhe Fllicobt familv, and iren mnking wns well
under way by 1850, The company was sold in 1853 to William H,

Coffin and Joseph Cotton, iron industrialists from New #ngland,

and became an important producer of ordnance during the Civil War,

In 1867, the company wns sold to Charles E. Coffin (son of William)
who built a mansion on the adjoining farm land, and made his "Muirkirk
Iron Company" a flourishing concern. It had an annual production

of 7000 tons of pig iron, which was reputed to be the strongest

pig iron in the United States.

Charles Coffin was a member of both houses of the Maryland =
General Assembly, 1884 to 1894, and was elected to the 54th Congress
of the United States, 1894 to 1897. In 1909 he deeded the Muirkirk
Furnace to his son Ellery Coffin, who continued to operate it
until 1920.

T
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INVENTORY FORM FCR STATE -HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

LUNAME
HISTORIC
Muirkirk Furnace

AND/OR COMMON

EHLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
Rte. 1 & Muirkirk Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Muirkirk (Beltsville) __ vicNnTyoF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Prince George's
=1 CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP fTATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICY T;Luauc OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) Y PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED . COMMERCIAL ___PARK
7£TRUCTURE —BOTH -_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCS
Y SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIQUS
—OBJECT —INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED _jxsvemws NT _-SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES UNRESTRICTED Y INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATICN
¥ NnO __MILITARY __OTHER
=
FTIOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME .
Mineral Pigment Corp, Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
Muirkirk Road
CITY. TOWN STATE, z1lp code
Beltsville ___ VICINITY OF Maryland
TILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber i:
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC  prince George's County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Upper Marlboro Marvland

@ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE
——FEDERAL

—STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOS!TORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE
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CONDITION CHECK ONE jyécKoms
—~—EXCELLENT _\_/UéTERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD M ARUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Very few visible remains of this important industrial site
remain. The old Coffin House (a three-story, frame Victorian
mansion) disappeared ca. 1970. It had stood abandoned in the
middle of auto graveyard near here. A few' nadly-deteriorated,
two-story frame buildings that once housed workers in the iron
plant are scheduled for demolition. The o0ld brick "beehive"
ovens and other iron-making facilities have also been removed.

Present use of the site is a paint works that began ca. WW I,
after iron manufacturing ceased.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —~COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLQGY-HISTOR!C —.CONSERVATION —_LAW ~.SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1640-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—Y?G0-1798 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
¥1800-1889 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY!
—INVENTION
S
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was the last iron furnace to operate in the state.

It was begun about 1847 by the Ellicotts, and later taken over
by the Coffin family (who came here from New England.) Named

for Muirkirk, an iron~-making area of Scotland. Produced ordnance
for Union Army during the Civil War. The history of the succeed-
ing operation, originally a "dry color works", is detailed in

a 1933 paper by John T. Fisher of the University of Md. (located
in Maryland Room library there.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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1) Engineering student paper by Rhett King Barnwell, Univ. of
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2) WASHINGTON STAR, "The Rambler", (Dec. 18, 25, 1921; Jan. 1,
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

ELJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA -

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

. W

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

FEiFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
M-NCPPC 1/30/73
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE N
8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN ] STATE
Silver Spring . Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1433
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