
Survey No. PGP64-3 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic John Snowden House 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number Powder Mill Rd., east of Bal t. Wash. Parkway _not for publication 

city, town Beltsville 

MD 
state 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__ building(s) 
__ structure 
_x_ site 
_object 

Ownership 
~public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

_ vicinity of congressional district 

county Prince George's 

Status 
_occupied 
_x_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
-X- government 
_ industrial 
_military 

5 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name United States of America 

street & number 18th and F Streets N'N telephone no.: 

city, town ·dashington D. C. state and zip code 20405 

5. Location of. Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _ state x__ county __ local 

Jepository for survey records History Division, MNCPPC 

Riverdale 
city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins __ altered 
____x__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. .?G7 6L~- J 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This was a two-story frame gable-roofed farmhouse; 

it was L-s~aped, and had a central gable on the south 

main facade. 



8. Significance Survey No. :!?G.764- .3 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates ca 1900 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 

A B 

Level of Significance: national 

c D 

c D E F G 

state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

This plain turn-of-this-century farmhouse stood on 

land which in 1982 was being transferred from the United States 
Department of Agriculture to the United States Secret Service. 

The house was destroyed in that year, and the site is being 
used by the Secret Service. (See attached memo.) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PGTf 64- J 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 630 • 37 acres 
Quadrangle name Laurel, Section G 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.Ll I I I I 
Zone Easting 

c LLl l.__._~-­
E L_j l.__._~--
G LLJ ._I ......_... ___ _ 

I I I I 
Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Tax map 20, parcel 

Quadrangle scale 

B LU I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

D LJj I I I I 
F l.i.J I I I 
H l.i.J I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

4 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1985 

street & number c/ o County Planning f~NCPPC telephone 9 52-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



f6-'.6i-; 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

• 
6600 Kenilworth Avenue • Riverdale, Maryland 20640 

28 January 1982 

MEMORANDUM 

To: James W. Collins, Chief, General Planning Division 

From: Susan G. Pearl, Historic Sites Research Coordinator, 
History Division 

·~;;· 

Di vis ion;,-:7h ~Xi) Via: John M. Walton, Jr., Coordinator, History 

Re: Historic Site #64-3, "John Snowden" house ., 

On Friday, 22 January 1982, I was asked to give an 
opinion on the historic and architectural importance of Prince 
George's County Historic Site #64-3, known as the John Snowden 
house. Accordingly, on that date I accompanied Mr. Robert 
Plavnick of Parsons Brinckerhoff and Mr. Taylor Rudd of the 
U.S. Secret Service to this site, lpcated on the grounds of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture at Beltsville. 

This modest farmhouse appears to have been built at the 
end of the nineteenth ceritury. It is of frame construction, 
two stories high, and L-shaped; there is a central gable with 
returned cornice on the south main facade. The main entrance 
is in the first bay of the south facade; this door opened onto 
a porch (now removed) which once spanned the entire south facade, 
including the inside corner of the ell. The windows of the 
house are generally 2/2, except for a modern second story window 
in the east bay of the south facade. The original German siding 
of the house is now covered with "red brick'' asbestos shingle. 

The roof is of synthetic shingle, and there are two 
chimneys: one modern interior chimney at the west end of the 
ridge, and one older one, with molded cap, near the center of 
the house at the ridge. Both presently serve heating pipes. 

There is a shallow crawl space under the west section of 
the house, and the foundations, where visible, are of coarse 
pebbly concrete. 

Because of concern about the condition of the floors, I 
looked into only three of the first story rooms. All details 
of this cursory examination of the interior suggest late (i.e., 
turn of this century) construction: circular sawn lathing,-lack 
of fireplaces, and vertical-band wainscoting. 



fG-'·6~-~ 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

• 
6600 Kenilworth Avenue• Riverdale, Maryland 20840 

28 January 1982 

MEMORANDUM 

To: James w. Collins, Chief, General Planning Division 

From: Susan G. Pearl, Historic Sites Research Coordinator, 
History Division 

Via: John M. Walton, Jr., Coordinator, History Divisionf <72. ;:')v;~ 
Re: Historic Site #64-3, "John Snowden" house ~/ 

On Friday, 22 January 1982, I was asked to give an 
opinion on the historic and architectural importance of Prince 
George's County Historic Site #64-3, known as the John Snowden 
house. Accordingly, on that date I accompanied Mr. Robert 
Plavnick of Parsons Brinckerhoff and Mr. Taylor Rudd of the 
U.S. Secret Service to this site, 19cated on the grounds of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture at Beltsville. 

This modest farmhouse appears to have been built at the 
end of the nineteenth cetltury. It is of frame construction, 
two stories high, and L-shaped; there is a central gable with 
returned cornice on the south main facade. The main entrance 
is in the first bay of the south facade; this door opened onto 
a porch {now removed) which once spanned the entire south facade, 
including the inside corner of the ell. The windows of the 
house are generally 2/2, except for a modern second story window 
in the east bay of the south facade. The original German siding 
of the house is now covered with "red brick" asbestos shingle. 

The roof is of synthetic shingle, and there are two 
chimneys: one modern interior chimney at the west end of the 
ridge, and one older one, with molded cap, near the center of 
the house at the ridge. Both presently serve heating pipes. 

There is a shallow crawl space under the west section of 
the house, and the foundations, where visible, are of coarse 
pebbly concrete. 

Because of concern about the condition of the floors, I 
looked into only three of the first story rooms. All details 
of this cursory examination of the interior suggest late {i.e., 
turn of this century) construction: circular sawn lathing,-lack 
of fireplaces, and vertical-band wainscoting. 



..... 

Memo - J.W. Collins 
28 January 1982 
Page 2 of 2 

The house is presently unoccupied, partiall/ boarded up, 
and in deteriorating condition. It is, however, in my opinion, 
certainly salvageable. 

This farmhouse is one of the "unclassified resources" 
listed in Appendix C of the rec~ntly enacted Historic Sites and 
Districts Plan for Prince George's County. It was photographed, 
described, and mapped by site surveyors in 1973, but neither. 
documentary research nor detailed architectural in·Jestigation 
has been undertaken. It is known as the John Snowden house 
because a house identified as that of John Snowden appears in 
this approximate location on the G.M. Hopkins 127~ map of Prince 
George's County. Title research will be require~ Defore a 
detailed history of the property can be written. 

Although the location of the house was at ~~e time un­
doubtedly very attractive, the house itself does ~ot appear to 
have particular architectural merit~ And althou~~ no detailed 
architectural investigation has been undertaken, ~~rsory exam­
ination suggests that the present house is not as 0ld as 1878, 
i.e., that the present house may have replaced t~~ house iden­
Eiiied as John Snowden'i.on the Hopkins map, pro~aDly at the 
turn of the present century. Although it was in ~973 included 
in the Inventory of Historic Sites because it was an attractive 
and typical modest farmhouse of that period, it is now deter­
iorating and of questionable historic or architec~ural value. 



f\;'~I,~ fG'-64-3 
CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION THE I MARYL4ND-NATIONAL 

pp 14 7 41 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland.~ 

F:JC 952-3560 20772 

Y-717 

Ms. Andrea Mones 
MAR l 8 lEIJl, 

Historic Preservation Officer 
Public Buildings Service 
General Services Administration 
National Capit9l Region 
Washington, D. C. 20407 

Dear Ms. Mones: 

Thank you for your letter of March 4 requesting an evaluation 
of the historic significance of the John Snowden House (P.A. 64-3). 

On the basis of the M-NCPPC's History Division's research on 
this program, staff found that the building did not meet the historic 
Kreservation ordinance's criteria to become a cTassjf~cllij~t_~i_~ "S"'J.t~ 
t its March I Ith meeting, the Planning Board concurred with the staff 

finding. 

er under the protection 
of ~·~~~~~~~~~~~""!".':~~~=~"""f'•l"PP""""""~.--The Historic Sites 
and Districts Plan wi e periodically amended to reflect the results 
of reviews such as this one. 

We appreciate your cooperation in the course of the research 
process. 

Sin~:ly, . .\l .r ~ {'\ 

. 1-\ 1 :~ 
I \ 

Cha les--A~lJukes, Jr. 
Chairman, Prince George's 

County Planning Board 

cc: John F. Downs, Jr., County Planning Director 
Susan Pearl, History Division 

1n Giannetti, Chairman, P.G. Co. Historical & Cultural Trust 
mes Boss, Chairman, P.G. Co. Committee, Md. Historical Trust 
rk Edwards, Maryland Historical Trust 

'.ff:~\~ 
~I t.~~1 g 
f[ 'fl··-~! 
~.,.,, .. 
""~-.'-"" beautiful, historic ... and progressive 
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fG #64-3 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICF. 

- ··-···------, 
Nl>J~E .J 

COMMON: I 

USDJI • HOUSE #2 
.A.N DI OR HISTORIC: 

John Snowden House 
LOCAT!Ot~ ' 

STREET ANC NUMBER: 

Old Powder Mill Road, east of Balt/Washington Pkwy. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Beltsville 
ST.A. TE I lcouNTY=Prince I !~d. Georoe 1s I 

I 

CLASSIFICATION 
ACCESSIBLE 

I 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

I (Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District Ci Bui I ding CJ Public Public Acquisition: D Occupied Yes: i 
0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

I 
0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Prcs~rvoticn work 0 Unrestricted 

I 

in progress 0 Ne 

PRESENT us E (Ct.eek One or :·.fore as Appropriate) -- -
0 Agriculture I D Government CJ Pork 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

-

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

I LJ Commercial LJ Industrial i[j Private Reside~ce O Other (Specify) J 
I 
0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

14·~0-W_N_E_R __ O_F_P_R_O_P_E_R_T_Y~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-,---,,..--~~---~~~~~~~~~-~, l 

1 
OWNER'S NAME: 

us Deot. of Aoriculture Research Center 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: l I rs:-------______ j3_e_l_t.,S_'l i 1 1 p Md 
LOCATION OF~~ DESCRIPTION "p; 

·_;..:,_ 
COURTHOU,,E, REGISTRY OF DEEDS: ETC: 

Prince George's County Courthouse( -- .. ' 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: !ST.A.TE 

I Unner Marlboro Md. -
i~tle_Beference of Curre.J11 D~~d (Bgok & Pg. ~} : 

1 

~REPRESENTATION fN EX!ST!HG SURVEYS 
' TITLE OF SUP-VEY: 

Nnn,::. 
DATE OF" SIJR'./EY: 0 Federal 0 Sta!e D Co11nty 0 Local 
bEPOSITOF<\' FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

J STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE: l I 
--.I 



' 
i 
' , 
' ·~ 

....--:---=--c:--:-::--::-------------·--··-·-·--------------·--------------------. 
~ . D ~5£~.£'."1.:!_0_N____,.--------------------------

{Check Ona) 

0 Excellent 0 Good ![] Foir 
CONDITION 

0 Deteriorated 0 Unexposed 
1------------------------T-------------------l (Chock One) (Check One) 

fl Altered 0 Unaltered _ 0 Moved =8 Original Sito 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORlGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a 2 and 1/2 story, L-shaped 
farmhouse, with a gable facing the front. There 
is a porch that extends across the front and around 
the inside legs of the "L. 11 The house has been 
covered with asbestos fake brick siding. 

On the lot is a 2 and 1/2 story, barn-type 
structure of frame with exaggerated vertical massing. 

---------- _J 

m 
m 

z 

;o 

c: 
n 
-I 

0 
z; 



z 
0 

z 

w 
w 

re.-51GNJflCM-ICE 
l.--,-----·----·--------.-----~--

PERIOD (Check One or ;'Y/Ote "6J8 Approprlale) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 1 Sth Century 

LJ 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

() 19th Century 

0 20th Century ' 

i 
1--~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~-~. 

SPEC I Fl C DA TE{Sl (If Applicable and Knovm) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Of Mor-o 1!8 Appropriate) 

Abar i11inal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 H;•toric 

0 Agriculture 

0 Arc hi lecture 

0 Art 

0 Commm.reo 

0 Communicoti(..ns 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Educoti on 

0 Enginc.erin~ 

0 lndu•try 

0 Invention 

0 Londo cope 

Ard·.itecture 

0 Liter\lfure 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

Poiitical 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itarion 

TheotN 

Transportation 

0 Urben Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 



~MAJOR B!BLIOGRAPH!~AL REFERENCES 

I 
__ ] 

. 

.. 

f 10. CEOGRAPHICAL DAT A .-,-- LATITUDE I.ND LONGITUDE COORD:NJ;. TES 
---

LATITUDE ANO L.ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

I DEFINING A RECTANGLE L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R C"F_ LESS THAN Tt7:N ACRES 

CORNER LA.TITUD~ LONGITUDE LAT1TUCE L.ONGlTUDE I 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degtee3 Minutes Secc.nds I 
NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . 0 . . I 

NE 0 . . 0 . . 
~ SE 0 . 0 . 

SW 9 . 0 . . 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE 01" NOIAINATED PROPERTY: 

;Acreage Justification: 

I 
iLIST AL.L STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL.APPING STATE OR ::OUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUl~TY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

-~--
flL FOr.:M PREPARED BY 

-~ 

NAME ANO TITL.E: 

Christopher Q1y-en s l Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

l
0

~~;2/73 M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

t; 1()7 Mii n r-::i co :t£L. Mj ] J Bo ad r787 Ga. A.Y.e. J s Is IL 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Rnr-k-ui 11 <=> 

STATE 

Md 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: {Office Use Onlv) 

Signif icc..nce of this property is: 
National 0 Stale D Local 0 

Signature I 
- -~-- -- ·-----.. • 

m 
m 

z 

c:: 
n 
-I 

0 

7,;: 

V'l 





NAME # CD4- 3 "3t>HN ~Nowb EN Hau~t:.. ? 

LOCATION ( u..s. 'C. A. flts~fl ~-) OW) I'~~ 1111(..(.. Rd, €... ~ t8/1AJ l'Kw11'f. 

FACADE ~ 8fl7SVtl.L/i, Md 
PHOTO TAKEN I l ~o / 7 3 fl'lq)W'ffR. 


