
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

survey #: ---=6=5~-~1~6~-~2~6"'--~~~~~~~

Building Name: 214 Spring Avenue 

Location: Takoma Park. Maryland 20912 

Building Date: c.1930 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description Summary 

The house at 214 Spring Avenue (Block 10, part of Lots 
3,4,7,8, Gibbs' and Kosack's Addition) is a small, two-story, frame 
Dutch Colonial with a rectangular plan and a side-gable, gambrel 
roof covered with asphalt shingles. The house rest on a high 
rusticated concrete block foundation and is sheathed with 
horizontal board siding. There is an outside chimney, also of 
rusticated block, on the north elevation. There are multi-pane, 
wood windows throughout the house and most are double-hung sash. 
The entry door is located on the south side of the main (east) 
facade and is sheltered by a pedimented porch with round, wood 
support columns. The columns appear to have been shortened and are 
now supported by brick piers placed on top of the rusticated block 
entry stoop. 

Significance Summary 

The house at 214 Spring Avenue, constructed c. 1930, is a good 
example of a modest single-family dwelling in the Dutch Colonial 
style as built in Takoma Park of houses built in Gibbs' and 
Kosack's and other nearby subdivisions during the 1920s and 1930s. 
The house also exemplifies the range of popular revivalist 
architectural styles during the period which included the American 
subtypes of the Colonial and early Federal periods as well as those 
with a European inspiration. The house retains much of its 
original detail and character. 214 Spring Avenue is a Contributing 
Resource in the proposed Takoma Park Historic District. 

Acreage: 4,950 sq.ft. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
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Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common 214 Spring Avenue 

2. Location 

street & number 214 Spring Avenue __ not for publieation 

city, town Takoma Park _vicinity of congressional district 4th 

state Maryland county Pri nee George 1 s 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
-X- buildlng(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public. 
--X.-- private 
_. _both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

St~tus 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_xno 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
_park 
_x_ private residencl 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Kathleen L. Backer 

street & number 214 Spring Ave. telephone no. : 

city, town Takoma Park state and zip code Maryland 20912 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George's County Courthouse liber 
8333 

street & number Main Street folio 
945 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title N/ A 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



.F. 

7. Description 

:ondltlon 
x•xcellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated T unaltered 
_ruins - .nerec:t 
_unexpoHd 

C"f:k one 
_ original atte 
_moved d8te of move 

Survey No.PG#65-16-26 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The house at 214 Spring Avenue (Block 10, part of Lots 
3,4,7,8, Gibbs' and Kosack's Addition) is a small, two-story, frame 
Dutch Colonial with a rectangular plan and a side-gable, gambrel 
roof covered with asphalt shingles. The house rest on a high 
rusticated concrete block foundation and is sheathed with 
horizontal board siding. There is an outside chimney, also of 
rusticated block, on the north elevation. There are multi-pane, 
wood windows throughout the house and most are double-hung sash. 
The entry door is located on the south side of the main (east) 
facade and is sheltered by a pedimented porch with round, wood 
support columns. The columns appear to have been shortened and are 
now supported by brick piers placed on top of the rusticated block 
entry stoop. 



a. Significance Surver ~o. PG#65-16-26 

P..-iod 
_ prehlatoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1~H599 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_i 1900-

Area• of Sl~nlflcanc..._check and Juatlfy tMlow 
arcneot.tv.v-1)C"ehlatoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 

- ._.., I _ law - SCMnce 
archeology-historic - conservat on - llt9'8t'Ure - sculpNre = ~riculture - economics _ mllltaty _ soctau 

X architecture - education hum.nit.IN.., - _ engin.enng _ mualc = =~merce _ expk>ntton1Mttlement _ philosophy - theater 

- - communlcattona - Industry - po41tlc:s1govemmem - tl'Mapof'tatio 
_lnv.mton -Other(~it 

~ffk: ctat.. c .1930 BuUdert Al"Chitect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A 

A 

s x_c _o 

a C D E 

Level of Significance: national state K._local 

G 

Prepare both a sUDDary paragraph ~· of sinnificance and a general statement of history .'Inc 

support. 

The house at 214 Spring Avenue, constructed c. 1930, is a good 
example of a modest single-family dwelling in the Dutch Colonial 
style as built in Takoma Park of houses built in Gibbs' and 
Kosack's and other nearby subdivisions during the 1920s and 1930s. 
The house also exemplifies the range of popular revivalist 
architectural styles during the period which included the American 
subtypes of the Colonial and early Federal periods as well as those 
with a European inspiration. The house retains much of its 
original detail and character. 214 Spring Avenue is a Contributing 
Resource in the proposed Takoma Park Historic District. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No~G#65-16-26 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Block 10, pt Lots 3, 4, 7 & 8, Gibbs' & Kosack' s Addition 

Quadrangle name Was hi nqton West Quadrangle scale 1 "=2000' 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

'.ate code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Howard S, Berger, 11.rchitectural Historian 
Prince George's County Planning Dept. 

organizationrlistoric Preser'Joti::r; :ecti:1n/M-:;CJPC date June 1992 

street&numberl4741 Gov. Oden Uowie 01·ive telephone 301-952-3520 

state ~'1aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the ~faryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Cede ·";: ~·faryla;:r. ·'nticle Z.l. Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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PG# 65-16-26 
214 Spring Avenue 
Takoma Park 
Prince George's County 
Washington West Quadrangle 
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